
Spain (in surge of Lilford’s W.B. Woodpecker) 

 

 
The woodpecker plate and the steppe’s at Alblitas 

 

Itinerary 

 

- 14-04 Drove from house in the afternoon and night to Ablitas 

      -     15-04 Birded with my guide Gorka Gorospe info@gorkagorospe.com in the morning at   

            Albitas and drove later to Iza 

- 16-04 Birded at Irati and surroundings: https://www.birdinginspain.com/sites-and-itineraries/irati-

and-ori/birding-in-selva-de-irati-and-ori.html  
- 17-04 Birded in the morning and early afternoon at Ablitas and surroundings, and 

started the drive back to home around 16:00 to arrive there on 10:00 the next day. 

 

THE BIRD SPECIES 
 

 

01. Gadwall – Anas strepera 

About 20 birds in a little marsh near Iza 

02. Mallard – Anas platyrhynchos 

About 2 birds in a little marsh near Iza mixed in with the Gadwalls. 

03. Red-legged Partridge – Alectoris rufa 

Quite common in the steppe areas. 

04. Cormorant – Phalacrocorax carbo 

Quite common in the wetter areas 

05. Grey Heron -  Ardea cinerea 

Quite common in the wetter areas 

06. White Stork – Ciconia Ciconia 

About 20 seen spread over the days, mostly around Iza. 

07. Griffon Vulture – Gyps fulvus 

Common throughout the trip, mainly in the mountains.  

mailto:info@gorkagorospe.com
https://www.birdinginspain.com/sites-and-itineraries/irati-and-ori/birding-in-selva-de-irati-and-ori.html
https://www.birdinginspain.com/sites-and-itineraries/irati-and-ori/birding-in-selva-de-irati-and-ori.html


 

08. Booted Eagle – Aquila pennata 

15-04      1 light face giving nice views at Ablitas 

09. Red Kite – Milvus milvus 

Common throughout the trip. 

10. Black Kite – Milvus migrans 

Common throughout the trip  

11. Marsh Harrier – Circus aeruginosus 

Common throughout the trip  

12. Hen Harrier – Circus pygargus  

15-04      1 immature male giving nice views perched at Ablitas 

13. Common Buzzard – Buteo buteo 

Common throughout the trip  

14. Sparrowhawk – Accipiter nisus 

16-04      1 ex. hunting in the village Ablitas 

15. Common Kestrel – Falco tinnunculus 

About 2 seen spread over the days.  

16. Lesser Kestrel – Falco naumanni 

15+17-04     15 ex, males and females in a small colony giving superb 

views. The blue in the upperwings of adult males was seen only one time very well. The bird showed a 

weak moustachial stripe also. See also: 

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CdbknwCq-dK/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link  

17. Stone Curlew – Burhinus oedicnemus 

15+17-04     25 ex. seen in a field at Ablitas. Very nice views.  

18. Yellow-legged Gull – Larus michahellis 

17-04     2 ex. seen at a stop over at a mountain lake. 

19. Black-bellied Sandgrouse – Pterocles orientalis 

17-04      2 males seen well in flight, closeby with the black belly patch 

and orange throat patch, Very nice views also calling. 

20. Woodpigeon – Columba palumbus 

Common throughout the trip  

21. Collared Dove – Streptopelia decaocto  

Common throughout the trip 

22. Eagle Owl – Bubo bubo 

17-04      An adult and two fluffy young at the cliff of the Lesser 

Kestrel colony.  

23. Common Swift – Apus apus 

17-04      3 ex. migrating., the first of the year. 

24. Hoopoe – Upupa epops  

Common throughout the trip. Nice to here them call/sing.  

25. Bee-eater – Merops apiaster 

Common throughout the trip. Nice to see them migrating in flocks through the hills and mountains.  

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CdbknwCq-dK/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


 

26. LILFORDS WHITE-BACKED WOODPECKER – Dendrocopos leucotos ssp:  

     lilfordi 

16-04      3 ex. at Irati. One bird seen well, quietly feeding in a birch. 

One bird mainly seen in flight and one bird heard calling (‘kuk” call). Not very different than the White-

backeds I know but the rump was barred (seen well on the one in flight). 

 

27. Skylark – Alauda arvensis 

15-04      2 ex, probably more at Alblitas. 

28. Crested Lark – Galerida cristata  

15+17-04     Common in the fields  at Ablitas 

29. Thekla Lark – Galerida theklae 

15+17-04     Common in the fields  at Ablitas 

30. Greater Short-toed Lark – Calandrella brachydactyla 

15+17-04     Common in the fields  at Ablitas 

31. Mediterranean Short-toed Lark – Alaudala rufescens 

15+17-04     Common in the fields  at Ablitas 

32. Calandra Lark – Melanocorypha calandra 

 15+17-04     Common in the fields  at Ablitas. Great views of birds 

fighting and singing. The most common lark. 

 

 

 

 



33. Dupont’s Lark – Chersophilus duponti 

15+17-04     About 9 birds seen and heard very well.  The melodious song 

was picked up immediately at first light. Also saw the birds in song flight. On 17-04 seen one bird going 

into a ground nest (with chicks) and going out with droppings in the bill. See also: 

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CcX1_9Fqur_/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link   

34. Crag Martin – Ptyonoprogne rupestris 

Common in the mountain area’s.  

35. Barn Swallow – Hirundo rustica 

Common throughout the trip.  

36. House Martin – Delichon urbicum 

About 2 seen spread over the days. 

37. Tawny Pipit – Anthus campestris 

17-04      1 bird seen well in one of the visited steppe areas. 

38. Meadow Pipit – Anthus pratensis 

17-04     2 ex. te Alblitas, late winter birds.    

39. White Wagtail – Motacilla alba 

About 10 seen spread over the days.  

40. Western Yellow Wagtail -  Motacilla flava ssp: iberiae 

About 3 birds seen, with the white throat, mainly at Iza. 

41. (IBERIAN) DUNNOCK -  Prunella modularis ssp: mabbotti 

16-04      3 ex seen well at a stop at the Monte Alduide. Seen well 

singing, quite the same as our taxon, a bit more brown on the ears and the grey on the underparts was 

more lower down (to the belly). The song was also a bit different. 

  

42. European Robin – Erithacus rubecula 

About 2 seen spread over the days. 

43. Common Nightingale – Luscinia megarhynchos 

About 10 seen spread over the days. 

44. Common Redstart – Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

15-04      1 male giving nice views near Iza. 

45. Black Redstart – Phoenicurus ochuros  

Common during the trip.  

 

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CcX1_9Fqur_/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


46. Northern Wheatear – Oenanthe oenanthe 

15+17-04     About 4 birds in the Ablitas area. 

47. Western Black-eared Wheatear - Oenanthe hispanica 

15+17-04     About 4 birds in the Ablitas area. See also: 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CeAfCZ8qDZH/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link  

48. Whinchet – Saxicola rubetra 

17-04      2 birds seen at Ablitas. 

49. European Stonechat – Saxicola rubicola  

Common during the trip.  

50. Song Thrush – Turdus philomelos 

16-04     1 bird seen and heard at Irati.  

51. Mistle Thrush – Turdus viscivorus 

16-04     1 bird seen and heard at Irati.  

52. Common Blackbird – Turdus merula  

A total of 2 birds seen at Iza 

53. Blackcap – Sylvia atricapilla 

Common during the trip. 

54. Western Subalpine Warbler – Sylvia iberiae  

15-04     1 male seen very well siting in a bush on the side of the road. 

Very reddish underpart with the throat almost as intense as the rest of the underparts (flanks), 

55. Spectacled Warbler – Sylvia conspicillata  

15-04     2 males seen and heard well at Ablitas. 

56. Common chiffchaff – Phylloscopus collybita  

Common during the trip. 

57. Goldcrest – Regules regules 

16-04     Common in Irati.  

58. Winter Wren – Troglodytes troglodytes 

16-04     2 ex. in Irati. 

59. Blue Tit – Cyanistes caeruleus 

Common in the mountain areas.  

60. Marsh Tit – Poecile palustris 

Common in Irati, in the “dry” mountains at the southern part of their range.  

61. Crested Tit – Lophophanes cristatus 

16-04     1 ex. seen well at Irati.  

62. Eurasian Nuthatch – Sitta europaca 

16-04     2 ex. seen well at Irati. 

63. Short-toed Treecreeper – Certhia brachydactyla 

16-04     Common at Irati. 

64. Woodshat Shrike – Lanius senator 

15+17-04    2, a pair at Ablitas, nice views.  

65. Magpie – Pica pica 

Common during the trip.  

66. Eurasian Jay – Garrulus glandarius 

 Common during the trip. 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CeAfCZ8qDZH/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


67. Western Jackdaw – Corvus monedula 

Common during the trip. 

68. Alpine Chough – Pyrrhocorax graculus 

15+17-04    6 ex, at Ablitas, nice views.  

69. Common Raven – Corvus corax 

Quite common during the trip. 

70. Spotless Starling – Sturnus unicolor 

Common during the trip. 

71. House Sparrow – Passer domesticus  

Common during the trip. 

72. Rock Sparrow – Petronia petronia 

15+17-04    About 10 at the beginning of the Ablitas area, a little colony.   

73. Chaffinch – Fringilla coelebs  

Common in the mountain areas.  

74. Common Linnet – Carduelis cannabina 

15+17-04     Common in the fields  at Ablitas 

75. European Goldfinch – Carduelis carduelis 

Common during the trip. 

76. European Serin – Serinus serinus  

77. Common during the trip. 

78. Eurasian Bullfinch – Pyrrhula pyrrhula  

16-04     2 ex. a pair at Irati.  

79. Corn Bunting – Emberiza calandra  

Very common in the steppe area’s but also neat Iza, most common bird of the trip?  

80. Cirl Bunting – Emberiza circlus 

15-04     1 male near Iza. 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------..-------------------------------------------------- 

 


