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General

This report contains the observations from a tweek holiday trip taRéunionand Mauritius
together with my norbirding wife. A good part of the time was spent relaxing and ssgking but
the intentionwas also to see as myg of the endemidird species as possible.

Travel and arrangements

The trip was a custofmade package which was compiledjetherwith the travel agenciavigare
Momentsin Malm@, including all flights, accommations as well aghe airport transfers on
Mauritius.

Flight tickets were bought from Air Mauritius but the lehgul flights were operated by KLM
(GpenhagenrAmsterdamMauritius) on the outbound lgand Air France (MauritiuBaris CDG
Copenhagen) on theomebound. Only the flights MaurititRéunionMauritius were operated by Air
Mauritius themselves.

The firg week was spent on Réunionijth the first three nights at theédiana Dea Lodg@hunting
style lodye situated about an hour drive sibuof the airport in SainrDenis,overlooking the eastern
shoreline.This was a very nice place with @xcellentrestaurant and very friendly staff but also as
most of the endemic landbirds were availallst aroundthe lodge.

Thereafter four nights were spent at tli&due Margouillat Seaview Hotiel SaintLeu on the west
coast. A small quite exclusive boutique hotel which however not really managed to liveoup to
expectationse.g.when it came tcservice and food ithe restaurant.

In Mauritius we stayed in the large beach redogtCannoniesituated inGrand Baie ithe
northernmost part of the islandA very nicend comfortableplace with a verhighservice quality
and threehigh-class restaurants to choose among.

Car rental

Rental cars are readily availalde both island$o decent price levelOn Réunion we rented a VW
Golf viaAirport Rentalgcar provided by Sixt) for seven days costing 170 EUR inclusatgav
system. In Mauritius we rented a Hyundai ft®m Tropicarfor four days for ¢.125 EUR. Both cars
were in good condition and driving caused no problems itheeiof the places.

Birds

Theavifauna ofRéunionand Mauritius consistsf a limited number of speciasgith a coupleof
introduced species being the by far mostmmon onesln Réunion most of the endemics are
possible to see quite easily if you visit areas with decent habitat, the exception being Réunion
Cuckoeshrike for which you need to visit the La Roche Eargawhere theentire remaining
population is fand. In Mauritius the endemics areuch moredifficult to see outside the national
parks and reserves.

We saw26 speciesn Réunion34in Mauritius andonly 44 in total during the tip, including alland
bird endemics except Mauritius Kestrel and MawstiOlive Whiteeye.

Timing

There are hardly any trip reports available from Februargeasomvhen theweather is humid and

hot with sometimes quite a lot of rain aradsoa risk for tropical cyclones. We however experienced
generallynice andvariableweather, with a lot of sun, some light showers and only asbarter
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still visitingtheir nests in theRéunionmountains so we would say that Februaryaigood time to
make a visit.
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https://navigaremoments.se/
https://navigaremoments.se/
https://www.diana-dea-lodge.re/
https://www.blue-margouillat.com/en
https://www.beachcomber-hotels.com/en/hotel/canonnier-golf-resort-spa
http://reunionairportcarrental.com/
http://www.tropicar.mu/

Site information

Good information about the different sites can be found/arious trip reporton
https://www.cloudbirders.com/tripreportand we wold like to recommenaspecially the following:

1 Mascarene Islands (Réunion and Mauritius) 182b/11 2012 by Hans Matheve et al

1 Réunionand Mauritius 34 December 2017 by Sander Bot

1 Mauritius June 2011 & June 2013 by Oscar Campbell, and

1 Bring your scopeAn alternative appvach to birding on Mauritius & Réunion by Petri Hottola

Below, a map over the sites in tiBack River Gorge National Park, showing locations visited.
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Day by day account

Monday, February'®
Left home just before lunch and flew from Copenhagen Airpardmsterdam further on to Mauritius.
Night in the aircratt.

Tuesday, February"s

Landed in Mauritius a®7:55and continued with a connecting flight ®éunionwhere we arrived at
10:30, slightly ahead of scheduléfter rather quick immigratioand awistomprocedureswve picked up

our rental car a VW Golfand headed for the Diana Dea Lodge, located on the eastern side of the
island at an elevation of approximately 600 meters.

A number of the common introduced species, suchCasnmon Myna Zebra Dove Madagascar
Turtle-doveandRedwhiskered Bulbuivere seen along the road and upon arrival to the lodge the first
endemic,a RéunionStonechat waswelcoming usn the parking lot.


https://www.cloudbirders.com/tripreport

After a latelunch and some rest, | took afternoonwalk along the entrace road to the lodge which
was very productive with numerouRéunionOlive Whiteeyes a few RéunionGray Whiteeyes
RéunionBulbulas well adlascarene SwiftletMascarene MartinandMascarene Paradisflycatcher.
In the evening we had arxeellent dinne at the lodge A very nice start!

AT (25 Gl
Réunion Olive Whiteye and Réunion Gray Whigge atthe Diana Dea Lodge

Wednesday, Februarg”

An early morning walk around the lodge produced more or less the same species as the day before
and after beakfast we haded south along the east coast. Stops were made at the lava flows from the
2001, 2004 and 200&ruptionsof the Piton de la Fournaise volcaand dong the road we had brief

views of two differenRéunionHarriersas well as a number aVhite-tailed Tropicbirds

Close to the southeastern corner of the island we tried some roads down to theheesand at Puits
Arabec Jardin Vlcanique (signposted from the main road) we found good seawatching possibilities.
Unfortunately Ihadleft my scopéback at the lodgiJ

After lunchin SaintPhilippe ve returned to the lodge in the late afternoon when low cloud and light
rain prevented us from further birding.

Thurslay, February™

Mainly a tourist dayAfter breakfast we headed inland on the wingiN3 and further up to Pas de
Bellecombe at 2.354 meters above sea level, just on the verge of the Piton de la Fournaise caldera.
Beautiful scenery but few birdRéunionStonechatsvere quite common and tw&éunionHarriers

were seen along the roadtherwise rather little of interest.

An evening walk along the lodge brought nothing new.

Friday, Februarg™®

Left Diana Dea after breakfast aadain wetook the N2 south in order to follow the coast around

the island up to SaiAdteug our next stay. 45 mutesof seawatching at Puits Arabe gave c.40
Wedgetailed Shearwatersa fewTropical Shearwateras well asiundreds ofBrown Noddies A

very frustrating event waBoweverwhen | suddenly found a lone tern heading south, a fewdred
meters out at seanlthe scope, it looked completely white with a large black eye and a black bill and
| immediately got the impression that it must b&\thite Tern.Unfortunately the bird passed tofar

out to get any pictures and the whole situation, wherpatentially rare bird turns up just when you
have started birding im non-familiar area, made me feel a bit uncertain and | decided to let it go.
Very frustrating though!

We continued along the coast and arrived to S4iatl in the afternoon where we checked in at the
Blue Margouillat Seaview Hotel. After a visit to the pool | drove down to the sea and to ehgflilgiat
there were loads of | NJ dzQ amovin§ arouidfalédang the shorBventuallyseveral of the birds
took height and headd up towards the mountainstraight overthe city of SainLeu. The total



number of birds involved was difficult to assess but on a single count, from north to soldssno
than 300 birds were counted really nice experience!
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In the eveningheavy raincaused by a tropic cyclone passing between Mauritius and Rodrisjaad
made us eabur dinnerindoors

Saturday Februang™

Mainly a nonrbirding day, sighteeing in Sainteu. In the evening, | tried again for seabirds. Strong
south-eastaly windmadethe majority of the birdgo stay further out at sea thaan the previous

day. | tried some alternativebservation siés am finally found both some shelter and acceptable
lightconditionst G adz¥ST {{S dzNE | T S dieu]F¥wepeetizih&n the @ay Pefore pui
insteadhigher numbers ofropical Shearwaters.

Sunday Februaryl 0"
Another nonbirding day mainly spent relaxing at the pool.

Monday, Februana1®
Left the hotel at 05:00 and headed north towards La Roche Ecritm Eaving the highway just
before SairtDenis it took me 40 minutes to get up to the parking lot where the hiking trails start.

Startedwalkingat 06:45 andollowed the main trail upwards for three hours before | returned down
again. Nice forest habitaand a good variety of birds. Good numbers of both speci®gife-eyes
RéunionBulbuls RéunionStonechatsand Mascarene Paradise FlycatchetSinally | connected with

a callingRéunionCuckoeshrikein an area with nice mature forest c.1 km above kg clearing. The
bird called several times but unfortunately never came into vigtl very nice!

Returned to the hotel, rather exhausted, aadainspent a few evening hours watching the
movement of. I NJ dzQ Zancdtother deBbirds at Le Souffleur.

TuesdayFebruaryl 2"

Checked out and left the hotel at 06:00 and headed for the airport in $snis. Due to heavy

traffic and some queues the journey took almost two hours, compared to maybe half the time during
normal conditions Fortunately we haglenty of time and after returning the car and cheokwe left
Réunion at 12:05 with a short flight to Mauritius. There we were picked up by otirquiked

transfer who brought us to ounotel, Le Cannonier, situated on tixesternside of the Grand Baie.




Habitat along the trail at La Roche Ecrite

The afternoon was spent on the beackith the scopeat handg and besides large numbers of
BrownNoddiesalso someSooty Ternsa singleMasked Boobyand severalWedgetailed
Shearwatersflew by. On top ofhe introduced speciealreadyseen onRéunion also aScaly
breasted Muniaand someYelloweyed Canariesvere added to the list.

In the evening, while having a beer on the balcony of our racomumber oMascarene Greater
Flying Foxedlew in tofeed ina big fruiting tregust outside Very nicéndeed

Wedneslay, Februaryl 3"

Mainly a nonrbirding day, spent at the resort and in Grand Baie. Among the paBsingn Noddies
(c.1000) also a number besser Noddiewere identified.Further,a small floclof Mauritius Grey
White-eyeswere seen in the hotel garden.

In the evening we got our rental car, a Hyundai A10, delivered to the hotel.

Thurslay, February1 4"

Left Grand Baie at 06:00 and headed south towards the Black River Gorges National ParkuFoun
way without big problems and arrived to the visitors center at Le Petrin at 07:45. From there we
walked the Macchabee Trail up to the Macchabee Viewpoint and part of the Loop Forest Trail.

After c.1 km he Macchabee fail enters nice forest habitat and the target birds started to appear:
several noisfecho Parakeetaiere moving around, Rink Pigeorwas seen in a tree top with another
one heard calling nearby, at least four partiesvauritius Bulbulswere seen as well as a single male
Mauritius Fodyin nice breeding plumage. A few hundred meteits ithe Loop Forest Trdihally a
maleMauritius Cuckoeshrikewas found and seen very well.

Also, a fewCrabeating Macaquesas well as a singlemall IndianMongoosecrossed the trail in
front of us and there were also a number of interesting butterflies in the area, among other the
endemic and very beautifi®apilio Manlius



View at the Black River Gorges National Park

After returning to the entrance at Le Petrin we made short visits to the Bassin 8sanell as the
Savanne Trail without arfurther additions to the list. Thereafter we had a very nice late lunch at the
Bois Cheri tea plantation and we also visited the area of Grand Bassin where the prepdoatibas
yearly pilgrimagén early Marchwhen up to 400 00(Hindudevotees visit the holy lakeas ongoing.
Grand Bassin is a good site Mascarene Martinand we found at least 35 birds sitting on the wires
in the temple area.

On the way back to Grand Baie we got a bit lost in the outskii®uodpipe and spent almost an hour
trying tore-find the M2 North. Back at the hotel at 18:00.

Friday, Februaryl5"

After breakfast we visited the botanical garden in Pamplemousse of the oldest botanical
gardens of the southern hemisphere. The gartiolds a large collectioof palms but also several
species of water lilies. BirdwisEommonMoorhenwasnew to the trip list.

In the evening a few hours were spent seewatching at Cap Malhewlewse tothe famous red roof

church. Some movement but unfortunately most birds were very distant. Titweser Crested Terns

flew byclosetotheshoré YR Ay | &Yl ft f I 32 Puhdiond Grey Blaveshdr Qa F dzN.
Common Sandpipewrere found.

Satuday, Febuary 16"

Left the hotel at 05:30 and drove straight to Bassin Blanc for a second visit to the Black River Gorges
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even when the rain eased for shorteenods, visibility stayed very poor and bird activity was very

low. No Olive Whiteeyes could be found and at 10:30 | decided to try my luck at the Savanne Tralil

instead This time the gate at the start of the trail was closed but not locked and | deiidsader.

Along the trail | soon met a car from the Mauritian Wildlife Fobntito my reliefthey just passed

me waving friendly Following the trail, dew hundred meters from the main road there are a

number of release cages f&ink Pigeonand here anumber of birds were moving around, both




