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Trip report Australia 
Valentin Moser, valentinmoser@hotmail.com 

This report covers different trips I undertook during my Exchange semester in Sydney. It covers Alice 

Springs to Adelaide (6.-17.9.2018, 11 days), Tasmania (14-28.10.2018, 14 days including volunteering 

8 days), Deniliquin (11-15.11.2018, 5 days), a trip from the Cairns region to Sydney (18.11-18.12.2018, 

30 days) and Perth/Southwest (31.12.18-16.01.19, 15 days). For the broader Sydney region, a 

separate, more detailed trip report has been published.  

In total, over 100 mammal and 500 bird species were recorded. Highlights include Yellow-footed Rock 

Wallaby, Tasmanian Devil, Numbat and Honey Possum, as well as all endemic bird families of 

Australia. The trip report has a focus on the astonishing mammals of Australia, but points out other 

Naturalist highlights, especially birds. Mammals, when seen by me, are in bold. Bats were recorded 

with an Echo Meter Touch if not mentioned otherwise. At the end there is a species list. 
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Alice Springs to Adelaide via Uluru 
6.-17.9.2018, 11 days 

I had a few difficulties on this trip: No car in Alice Springs (ridiculous prizes with an even more 

ridiculous kilometres limitation), generally difficult desert birding and traveling with a group pf non-

naturalists. Consequently, I missed quite a few species. It was still a great experience and trip! 

I birded the first few days in and around Alice Springs. One of the best birding sites are the Sewage 

Ponds. To gain access is quite difficult: You need to complete a training online 

(https://my.rapidglobal.com/Web/selfregistration/index/634/) and then find an inducted local to 

come with you. The best way to see if anyone is going/willing to go is to join the Facebook group 

άBirdLife Central AustraliaέΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻƻ ǇƻƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘernoon with 

a highlight Black Falcon!  

The Botanical Garden is a nice area to pick up some more birds, including Western Bowerbird with a 

bower here (-23.706567, 133.883215) and tame Black-flanked Rock Wallaby. 

The Telegraph Station is another location close within walking distance to Alice Springs that offers 

rewarding birding. However, the highlight here was a mammal sighting: A pack of Dingos. As first I 

stayed undetected (because of favourable wind), the pups were out playing with each other. After a 

while, the alpha male (?) spotted me and decided to check me out, always with a safe distance, but 

he definitely wanted to know, who is there! As I posed no danger, the family started feeding on a 

killed Euro from last night including begging behaviour from the pups, besides trying to feed 

themselves as well. The highlight followed shortly after, when they decided to chase around another 

Kangaroo that defended itself with boxing! 

Besides this two, Black-flanked Rock Wallaby is fairly easy here as well. Spotlighting my way back to 

town, I found a night roosting Goulds Wattled Bat. 

For the adventurous, renting a bike and cycling to Ormiston Gorge (-23.626350, 132.728492) is 

another way to add a few more species: I had Slaty-backed Thornbill on the way and dipped Painted 

Finch in the Gorge (success later with the car), besides a few birds that I had earlier like Crimson 

Chat. On this day I also went up Mount Gillen for Dusky Grasswren (found near the top -23.709849, 

133.808619, but also on way down) and visited the desert park: Great birding, including Pied and 

DǊŜȅ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊΗ LǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΥ DŜǘ ŀ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǘ ǇŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

morning (re-entering is possible) and come back in the late afternoon and do one of the other things 

(Gorge or Mount Gillen) in between.  
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I did a one-day West MacDonald Rage tour. I found the expected Spinifex Pidgeon in the parking lot 

of Simpson Gap. A beautiful day!  

Picking up our Campervan, I was able to visit Kunoth Bore on my last morning. Not much more in 

terms of species, quiet on this day.  

Then we started driving towards Uluru. As with all the driving, I was surprised how little life one sees. 

Roadkill is everywhere and often accompanied by carrion eaters corvids and Eagles, but otherwise 

there is little. On the whole drive, we saw only a handful of alive Kangaroos.  

 

The first night we spend at Kings Creek Station (-24.404390, 131.818625). There was a lot of bat 

activity. The next day, the Kings Canyon Rim Walk was nice. Spring temperatures were fairly pleasant 

for us, but unfortunately reptiles just started to come out and I missed the hoped-for Thorny Devil. 

There was another Spinifex Pidgeon at the start of the walk. South of Kings Creek Station we saw our 

only Brumbies (wild Horses). The area opposite the Station is apparently good for Dromedaries.   

Uluru was touristy and the walk around the base largely bird empty. However, still very impressive 

and not to be missed! I did not hear/see Striated Grasswren around the Sunset carpark. A bit of a 

surprise to have hundreds of people looking at the sunrise the next morning. I like to have them for 

myself ι  

 
Then we started the drive down South. It was interrupted by a few stops, including a few bird stops. I 

dipped on Banded Whiteface and Cinnamon Quail-thrush at the known site (-25.013028, 

133.200194), but had only limited time. Somewhere along the way, we also picked up a few Dingos 

(already seen in the Uluru area in carparks) and our only Dromedary, as well as the first Emu. A night 

on a carpark in the middle of the outback with a nice campfire (and Frogmouth) was unforgettable 

and a trip highlight! A visit to Cooper Pedy was interesting.  
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At some point towards Port Augusta we also came across the first Wild Goats. In Port Augusta 

.ƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴ όƭƻǘΩǎ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘƭƛŦŜύΣ ǿŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ YŀƴƎŀǊoos, both Western Grey Kangaroo 

and Red Kangaroo. The following morning, we spend at the Mount Remarkable National Park. My 

friends wanted to do some hiking, I had a certain Rock-Wallaby in mind that (coincidentally of 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜΧύ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŀǊƪΦ [ƻƻƪing at the distribution map on Atlas of Living Australia, I had 

two areas to have a chance of finding my target, probably the pretties macropod of Australia! The 

first one, Battery Ridge track (-32.810843, 138.030814) was a dip however: Lots of scat, but with high 

winds, nobody was around. At least it was an excellent area to flip some stones and I found a 

beautiful Thick-tailed Gecko!  

Now I had to march to my second site, hoping to make it before the agreed meeting time with my 

friends. I arrived in time, put up my scope (around -32.819625, 138.061058, scoping this rockface -

32.823257, 138.057864), and there it was, a beautiful Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby! It was sunning 

itself on this rather cold and windy day. My friends, just returning from their walk, arrived just in time 

to see this beautiful wallaby as well. 

Arriving in Adelaide, our campground (Adelaide Brownhill Creek Tourist Park, -34.985438, 

138.626722) had a resident Koala (what a coincidence again! ι ). We all got to admire this cute, but 

not very active (as well as introduced) animal. During spotlighting, there were a lot more Koalas, as 

well as many Possums, but not the hoped-for Southern Brown Bandicoot, that is supposed to live in 

the same areas as well.  

In Adelaide I got help from a birding pal. Incredibly efficient, we picked up almost all target species in 

1.5 days, before my flight back to Sydney.  
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Tasmania 
14-28.10.2018, 14 days including volunteering 8 days 

Tasmania is a heaven for mammals. Foxes never managed to establish and so there are several 

species surviving that are extinct on the mainland. Generally, I decided to drive the biggest distances 

in the night, whenever possible taking small roads. This payed off: Almost nobody on the road, the 

reason is simple: There is a big number of animals on the road (particularly Possums are not 

bothered to even move off). There is a big exception and the reason for the enormous amount of 

fresh roadkill every night: Road trains. To not add to the roadkill, one must be very careful! I found 45 

was usually the maximum speed I was comfortable with and that allowed stopping with a certain 

safety distance. 

I started with a high-intensity 3 days roundtrip before I started volunteering on Bruny Island. Main 

target was Tasmanian Devil. As in the region around Arthur river the cancer arrived only recently, it 

still has a good Devil population, so I was heading Northwest. On the way I stopped to look at the 

day-time active Platypus in the Tasmanian Arboretum (-41.229352, 146.300067). Very easy and 

swimming under the bridge just a meter below me!  

Then I headed to the {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ Nǳǘέ, to start of what would be a long night. I started waiting 

for Penguins that never came (although maybe I left to early) at the northern side of town (-

40.759034, 145.298168). Already during waiting I saw many Short-tailed Shearwaters coming in. 

Excitedly I started climbing up (looking at the first of many Tasmanian Padymelons, very common 

and just like Bennett's wallaby, not mentioned anymore). It was my first time in a shearwater colony 

by night, what an experience! As a bonus, there was an Eastern Barred Bandicoot just at the Chair 

lift top station as well. I then started a long drive towards Arthur River. Before Roger River I saw a 

DOR Spot-tailed Quoll, I knew I was on the right track. After Roger River, approximately around -

41.088998, 144.987050 I had my first Tasmanian Devil run across the road, coincidentally just after a 

sign to watch out for Devils! I kept going, to see my second devil in the first kilometres after (north) 

of Arthurs River. The night drive was always very entertaining, animals everywhere! Mostly 

Padymelons and Wallabies, but also Wombat and Bandicoot. I called it a night at Bluff Hill Road (-

41.007810, 144.667130). During a very windy morning, I heard Emu-wren, but not the hoped-for 

DǊƻǳƴŘ tŀǊǊƻǘΦ L Ǝƻǘ Ƴȅ ƻƴƭȅ άƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘέ .ƭǳŜ-winged Parrot, as well as the first Crescent 

Honeyeater. I started the drive back, looking at my first Echidna and Emu-wren (-41.170370, 

144.902950).  
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On the second evenƛƴƎ L ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜǊŜƴƎŜǘƛ ƻŦ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴƛŀέΣ ǘƘŜ Narawntapu National Park near 

Devonport. Numbers of Kangaroos and Wallabies in the evening were indeed impressive. However, 

there is also a known colony of Eastern Bettong nearby mentioned in many trip reports. I seemed to 

have been in the right place (-41.232111, 146.614222) but did not see any in two visits separated by 

a few hours. It looks like there was major forestry work going on with a logging trail running through 

the presumed colony grounds. Were the Bettong scared off?  

The highlight of the second night was a Long-nosed Potoroo on the access road to Liffey Falls Top 

Carpark, situated east of the waterfall (falls: -41.698156, 146.764379). It is a nice rainforest and the 

morning birding provided the highlights Scrubtit above the waterfall and Pink Robin not much further 

down the river where the forest was slightly opening, besides some of the more rainforest prone 

species such as Strong-billed Honeyeater.  

My final night of traveling alone was going to be spend looking for Eastern Bettong. I started looking 

at a location in Hobart that has held a colony in the past, the Waterworks Reserve (-42.907581, 

147.291746). However besides Feral Cats nothing besides the usual suspects to be seen. Therefore, I 

moved on the next location where there were some recent sightings: -42.921601, 147.472759 near 

Lauderdale. On the meadow above the road I got some quick looks at Eastern Bettong. Finally! The 

next morning, I went to Peter Murell Reserve near Hobart (parking at 42.995893, 147.292724) and 

had some more endemic birds, especially the still missing Yellow Wattlebird and Yellow-throated 

Honeyeater. 
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At this point I had picked up all endemic birds but Forty-spotted Pardalote. Now I started with my 

volunteering on Bruny Island. This island is a must for the birders and an overnight stay allows the 

chance to see Eastern Quoll (fairly easy on the pastures on the North side) with a chance for White 

Wallaby and Golden Possum. Swamp rat was very common in the Cutting grass Gahnia grandis, look 

for their tunnels. Spotlighting can be combined with a visit to the Penguin (and Shearwater) colony at 

the Neck at dusk. Good birding sites include the ferry landing site (watch out for Australian Fur Seals 

floating near the Salmon farms) with Yellow Wattlebird and Swift Parrot. Another good site was 

Adventure Bay with flowing trees attracting a substantial part of the Swift Parrots of the world. A 

hotspot for Forty-spotted Pardalote is Missionary Road. I saw an individual on eye-level (-43.136659, 

147.357782) 

After the volunteering I was traveling for a few days with non-birding friends. The Port Arthur 

Historic Site is very impressive, for once not a naturalist, but cultural site. 

During this time, I had one target left that I finally managed to see: Eastern Ground Parrot! I heard 

and then saw one individual on this track (-43.448989, 146.898546) near Lune River just when exiting 

the forest. Great birding in general and worth a morning. Reward yourself with a visit to the nearby 

Hastings caves and thermal springs. 



8 
 

Deniliquin 

11-15.11.2018, 5 days 

Deniliquin I did together with a birdingpal. From Sydney, Deniliquin is reachable within a day of 

driving. Deniliquin is on the list of birders because of one bird: The enigmatic tƭŀƛƴΩǎ ²ŀƴŘŜǊŜr. This 

strange bird, a family on its own, is a mixture between Plover and Quail and best found in the night. 

tƘƛƭΩǎ tƭŀƛƴǎ ²ŀƴŘŜǊŜǊ ǘƻǳǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ at the moment. 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ tƘƛƭΩǎ ǘƻǳǊ ƛǎ 

not expensive contrary to what other bird guides charge in Australia, best to plan early and join a 

weekend or another group to keep costs down.  

²Ŝ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ όнлму ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƛƴΩǎ ²ŀƴŘŜǊŜǊ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ 

reliable as in other years). What a strange beauty! For the mammalwatcher, there is also a delight 

usually sighted on the tour: Fat-tailed Dunnart. Before we went ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƛƴΩǎ ²ŀƴŘŜǊŜǊΣ ǿŜ 

spend some time looking at other birds, including Painted Honeyeater, Owlet-Nightjar, Banded 

Lapwing and Inland Dotterel (dip this night). During the night, you will also most likely see all three 

big species of Kangaroos. 

Deniliquin itself is also a nice birding area, with the campground (with Gould's Wattled Bat and Little 

Broad-nosed Bat) and the island opposite standing out. We attempted to twitch a Little Curlew seen 

around Lake Cullen (-35.643953, 143.772486), a nƛŎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘΩǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƛŎŜ ǿŀǘŜǊŦƻǿƭΦ ²Ŝ 

were also unlucky with Orange Chat at Lake Tutchewop nearby, but still plenty of birds in the area. 

The sight of (established and though countable) Ostriches on the way near Barham (-35.627035, 

144.345406) ǿŀǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΧ 

 On the way back to Sydney, we took a bit a slower pace. During a day around Leeton with its nice 

Fivebough Wetlands (-34.533612, 146.424225) we found Superb Parrot and Spotless and Spotted 

Crake in the wetland, completed by BaƛƭƭƻƴΩǎ /ǊŀƪŜ ƛƴ DǊƛŦŦƻƴΩǎ Campbells Swamp (-34.229542, 

146.031302) with some resident Cockatiels. $ 




































