Northern Greece — BBC Nearly Dead Slow
Tour 2019 (May 30 to June11t")

Summary

A Late Spring visit to Northern Greece. Highlights included the driving along picturesque roads,
trekking in wonderful valleys and magnificent views of Dalmatian and White Pelicans, Glossy Ibis,
Spoonbills, Pygmy Cormorants, 4 species of Shrikes, Golden Orioles, Penduline tits and Black headed
Buntings as well as several great Insects and Reptiles. Bird numbers were not high, perhaps 3 weeks
earlier would have been ideal. Weather was variable, rain storms and then temperatures up to 30°C.
People were very friendly and Food excellent.

Route /Places Visited:

e Keramoti

e Thasus and Nestos

e  Philipi town and ruins
e Nestos River

e Mandra marsh beach
e Porto Lagos

o Lake Kerkini

e Hills north of Vironia
e Xanthi

e Peraia

Guides/Internet sites:

Birders Reports - http://www.cloudbirders.com/tripreport
Gosney Booklet : Where to find Birds in Greece ( outdated now)



http://www.cloudbirders.com/tripreport
http://www.cloudbirders.com/tripreport
http://www.cloudbirders.com/tripreport

Checklist of Birds seen
(* Heard /distant views)

v

e Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Levatine Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan
Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Shellduck Tadorna tardorna

Black Stork Ciconia nigra

White Stork Ciconia Ciconia

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus

e Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

e Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
e Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides

e Grey Heron Ardea cinereal

e Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

o Great Egret Ardea alba

e Little Egret Egretta garzetta

e Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus
e Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus

e Pygmy Cormorant Microcarbo pygmeus

e Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

e European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus*
e Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus
e Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus

e Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
e Common Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus

e Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

e Eurasian Coot Fulica atra

o Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

e Spur Winged Plover Vanellus miles

e Ruff Calidris pugnax*

e Qystercatcher Haematopus longirostris

e Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus



Common Redshank Tringa totanus

Black tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus
Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia*
Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Black Tern Chlidonias niger

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis
Rock Dove /Feral Columba livia

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus
European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Little Owl Athene noctua

Long eared Owl Asio otus

European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus
Common Swift Apus apus

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster
Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops

Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos syriacus*
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major
European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Gray Headed Woodpecker Picus canus
Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Common sparrowhawk*Accipiter nisus
Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter brevipes
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator

Masked Shrike Lanius nubicus

Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica

Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula
Hooded Crow Corvus cornix

Northern Raven Corvus corax

Great Tit Parus major

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus

Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus
Sombre Tit Poecile lugubris

Crested Lark Galerida cristata



e Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

e Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris

e Common House Martin Delichon urbicum

e Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica

e (Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti

e long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus

e Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

e  Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix*

e Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus
e Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
e Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Iduna pallida

e Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

e Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca

e Eastern Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans

e Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

e Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris

e Common Blackbird Turdus merula

e Common Jackdaw Coloeus monedula

e Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos
e Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros

e Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitaries

e Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica

e House Sparrow Passer domesticus

e Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis

e Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus

e Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg
e Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs

e Greenfinch Chloris chloris

e EuropeanGoldfinch Carduelis carduelis

e Corn Bunting Emberiza calandr

e Cirl Bunting Emberiza ciriu

e Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala




LIST OF BUTTERFLIES AND OTHER INSECTS

L N\t

e Scarce Swallowtail, Iphiclides podalirius

e Common Swallowtail Papilio Machaon

e large White, Pieris brassicae

e Small White, Artogeia rapae

e Green-veined White, Artogeia napi

e Clouded Yellow, Colias crocea

e (Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra

e Small Copper, Lycaena phlaea

e lang's Short-tailed Blue, Leptotes pirithous
e Holy Blue, Celastrina argiolus

e Brown Argus, Arica agrestis

e Common Blue, Polyommatus icarus

e Nettle-tree Butterfly, Libythea celtis

e Southern White Admiral, Limenitis reducta
e large Tortoiseshell, Nymphalis polychloros
o Small Tortoiseshell, Aglais urticae

e Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta

e Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui

e Comma Butterfly, Polygonia c-album

e Heath Fritillary, Melitaea athalia

e Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia

e Eastern Knapweed Fritillary, Melitaea ornata
e Lesser Spotted Fritillary, Melitaea trivia

e Small Heath, Coenonympha pamphilus

e Meadow Brown, Maniola jurtina

e Wall Brown, Lasiommata megera

e Northern Wall Brown, Lasiommata petropolitana
e Banded Grayling Brintesia circe

e  Grizzled Skipper, Pyrgus malvae

e Small Skipper, Thymelicus sylvestris

e Marbled Skipper, Gomalia elma



List of Reptiles, Mammals, etc

Eastern Hedgehog Erinaceus concolor

Green Toad, Bufo viridis

Greek Marsh Frog, Rana balcanica

Hermann's Tortoise, Tustudo hermanni

Spur-thighed Tortoise, Tustudo graeca

European Pond Terrapin or Emys orbiculris Balkan Terrapin, Mauremys rivulata
Common Green Lizard, Lacerta viridis

Large Whip Snake, Coluber caspius

Four-lined Snake, Elaphe quartuorlineata*®

Dice Snake, Natrix tesselata*




Mike Neale 2019 http://www.surfbirds.com/community-blogs/bbc/






