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Introduction
The main aim of this trip was to try and twitch Omid, the last surviving Siberian Crane from the
former breeding population in western Siberia. Omid winters in northern Iran and in late February
or early March departs to a staging area in the Volga delta. Satellite tag data from a bird caught in
Iran in 1996 showed that four days after leaving Iran the crane had rested for a short time at
Shirvan NP in Azerbaijan (Kanai et al. 2002). There were was also one record of Omid in Kyzyl Agach
reserve on 29 January 2010, when he wintered there (Lawicki & Tizrooyan 2018). Our plan was to
check likely sites at Shirvan and Kyzyl Agach as soon as we got news that Omid had left Iran. This
information we hoped to get from two Iranian birders we contacted in advance: Hamed Tizrooyan
(h.tizrooyan@gmail.com) and Ehsan Talebi (ehsan.aves@gmail.com).
In addition we also planned trips to the Taylish Mountains and Caucasus Mountains to search for
some of Azerbaijan’s more special birds.
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As ever we checked sightings beforehand on eBird. We also got a lot of information from Kai
Gauger (kai_gauger@yahoo.de).

Tips
A visa is required for Azerbaijan. If visiting from the UK this currently cost $23. The simplest way is
to use the link below to get an e-visa. This takes up to 3 days and the process was fairly efficient.
https://www.azerbaijanonlinevisa.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&gclid=EAIaIQobC
hMI4dLH9bqN6AIVSkPTCh2piw9eEAAYASAAEgJxL_D_BwE
It is possible by paying extra to get an e-visa within 3 hours.
Using EconomyBookings.com we hired cars from Europcar and picked them up at Baku airport
terminal, where they have a 24 hour service. We were advised to hire 4x4’s (Lada Niva was
recommended) and these turned out to be invaluable. Some areas would have been very difficult
to access without 4x4s, especially after rain or snow. We also hired Europcar’s 4G Wi-Fi hotspot,
which allow up to ten devices to connect.
We hired two young Azerbaijani guides, Abdin Abbasov and Leyla Muslim, for two days at the start
of our trip. This was mainly to help with any access problems but also, as very few locals speak

English, to assist with language problems. Their services proved invaluable. We paid 50 Euros each
per day, plus accommodation, meals and travel. Abdin and Leyla can be contacted via Facebook.
We used Booking.com to book rooms at Masalli Hotel & Restaurant in Masalli as we thought this
would make a good base close to the two areas where we hoped Omid would stop. We ate in the
restaurant adjacent to the hotel, where luckily one of the waiters spoke English.

Itinerary
27th February. Bob, Peter and Ernst arrived at 0155 at Baku airport on an Ukranian International
Airline flight from Kiev, followed shortly by Rami on a Turkish Airways flight. We collected two cars
(unfortunately only one was a 4x4) and drove south to the Lerik area in the Taylish Mountains,
before returning to Masalli. We got news from Iran that Omid left at midday.
28th February. Pierre arrived early morning at Baku airport, collected his Lada Niva 4x4 and our two
guides and headed south, checking Shirvan NP en route. The rest of us split into two teams and
began to familiarise ourselves with Kyzyl Agach NP.
29th February. Continued, using three teams, to check likely areas where Omid might stage in
Shirvan and Kyzyl Agach NPs.
1st March. As per 29th till we got news that Omid was at Shirvan NP.
2nd March. Revisited Shirvan NP.
3rd March. Drove north in early hours of morning to bird in Caucasus Mountains. Stayed the night
near Quba.
4th March. Birded various sites in the north before heading back to Masalli.
5th-7th March. Birding various sites in the south.

Key sites
Lerik area. We drove up to Lerik, then on a rough track to Mastail where we parked at 38.7902,
48.3839. Walked up a steep muddy track up to and over a pass. We found the Caspian Tits in the
woodland at 38.79098, 48.36973.
Shirvan NP. The entrance is just off the motorway at 39.75196, 49.14336. If you are travelling south
you will need to leave the motorway on the junction to the north of this point. Entry costs 2
Manats. Usually a guide has to go with you, but we were not charged for this. The watchtower is at
39.67085, 49.18234. The walkway is on the left before you arrive at the watchtower (39.67979,
49.18627).
Kizi Agash NP. The main park entrance is at 38.95942, 48.92333. This is a new NP and entrance was
more awkward compared to Shirvan. Usually there was a bit of discussion before access was
allowed. Charges were also more complex than at Shirvan. It was still 2 Manat per person, but they

also charged 20 Manat for each vehicle. Additionally they charged 20 Manat for each camera and
30 Manat for a ‘compulsory’ guide. We gathered from our Azeri guides that these latter two
charges were probably a scam and after they spoke to the NP staff we were not charged for them
on our later visits. Most of the lake can be viewed from the south causeway, or western shore
without the need to access the NP. However, the area used by the Siberian Crane in 2010 (Tanyanin
Postu) is within the park. Due to three unusually dry years many of the areas in the park such as
Tanyanin Postu were very dry and were not suitable in 2020 for the crane. The coastal lagoons in
the NE of the park can only be accessed with a 4x4.
Khinaliq. The start of the track up through the village is at 41.18054, 48.1285. We parked in the
village at 41.18202, 48.12844 and walked up the footpath that contours across the slope. In
summer it is possible to continue to drive up the track with a 4x4 to reach the higher ground.

Daily Log
27th February. After collecting our baggage and sorting out hire cars and Wi-Fi we left the airport around
0300, drove west through Baku, then south down the motorway passing Masalli, before heading west into
the Taylish Mountains. From Lerik we followed a track to the small village of Mastail where we parked the
cars.
Walked through the village seeing common species such as Blue Tit, Great Tit, Robin, Blackbird, Starling,
Chaffinch and House Sparrow. There was also a Syrian Woodpecker, 2 Long-tailed Tit of the local race
alpinus (with a black throat patch) and some Hawfinch. Walked up a steep, muddy path to a small pass
which led into the next valley and a mature montane deciduous forest. Here we had typical woodland
species such as Green Woodpecker, Nuthatch, Coal Tit (of the local race phaeonotus) and eventually our key
target species – a pair of Caspian Tit at 38.79234, 48.36749. The male was singing high in a large tree near
the top end of the forest. Eventually we all got good views of both birds. Other birds present included Wren,
Mistle Thrush, a small flock of Redwing, a roosting Tawny Owl and a Sparrowhawk. Overhead we had
Steppe Buzzard and Common Raven. Returned back to the village finding another Caspian Tit in the bushes
just above the village (38.79015, 48.38249).
Drove back to Lerik, where we stopped for a quick snack before returning to the coastal plain and the Kyzyl
Agach National Park. We viewed the large lake from the causeway at its southern end (good viewpoints
38.883192, 48.811000 and 38.879985, 48.819025). There were big flocks of duck, mainly Wigeon, with Teal,
Gadwall, Shoveler and c50 Common Pochard, as well as large numbers of Pygmy Cormorant, small numbers
of Great Cormorant, a few Little Grebe and Great-crested Grebe. Feeding on the lake were huge numbers of
Black-headed Gull, with many Little Gull, some Caspian Gull and a nice summer plumage Pallas’s Gull. Along
the lake shore many Little Egret, Great Egret, Grey Heron, some White Stork and a Black-crowned Night
Heron. Waders comprised small flocks of Lapwing, a few Green Sandpiper, Common Snipe and two Avocet.
There were good numbers of raptors; 50+ Marsh Harrier, 9 immature White-tailed Eagle and 2 juvenile
Greater Spotted Eagle. Lots of White Wagtail, with some Meadow Pipit, Goldfinch, a couple of Tree
Sparrow and a Black Redstart were feeding on the drier areas. Both cars went their separate ways to try and
find likely access points to view this huge NP.
Returned early evening to Masalli and checked into hotel, then went for a nice meal to the attached
restaurant. It had been a very long day!
28th February. After a good breakfast we headed back to the causeway at Kyzyl Agach to find thick fog
covering the lake. This was not part of the plan and very frustrating as we knew Omid had left Iran at midday

on the 27th. Checked the scrub along the roadside finding a few Chiffchaff, Cetti’s Warbler, flocks of Spanish
Sparrow and some Reed Bunting. Along the shore a Kingfisher and a Water Pipit (race coutelli). Eventually
after about three hours the fog began to lift. Ernst and Rami headed to check the east side of the park,
whilst Peter and Bob began to check the west shore. With the land being so flat it was difficult to find a good
view point. Best was from the road along the west side where we could view over low walls or gaps between
houses (one good spot was 38.894, 48.803). The gardens held Collared Doves, Magpies and we saw two
Barn Swallows. The views of the lake were distant, but probably good enough to pick up a large white crane.
The road, however, veered away from the lake shore, so we tried to find alternative ways to view. Drove
down to Tazakand. Here there was a channel with many small motorised fishing boats. In the adjacent fields
Cattle Egret, Crested Lark, Meadow Pipit, three Yellow Wagtail (two feldegg and one superciliaris) and a
large flock of c150 Skylark.
Peter decided to see if we could hire a boat to view the lake. This was quite tricky as no one spoke any
English. Using Google Translate we managed to start negotiating. First they asked for 100 Manat (£45) but
we eventually got it down to 80 Manat (£36), though we were probably still ripped off! We headed out along
the channel and into the lake. The boat fairly sped along. Unfortunately due to huge amounts of weed and
the shallowness of the lake we could not get too close to the shore. We covered much of the northern and
western sections of the lake. Further big flocks of duck, especially Pintail (a few hundred), with Wigeon,
Shoveler and Mallard. A few Black-necked Grebe and 30+ Dalmatian Pelican. Amongst the gulls 20+
Whiskered Tern and a few White-winged Black Tern. We had about two hours in the boat. We were lucky
that the wind had dropped and the lake was flat calm. No sign of Omid. Great views though of hundreds of
Coypus.
Returned to Tazakand and continued north up the motorway before turning off and heading down a terrible
road, then a track to reach the northern entrance gate of the national park at 39.21466, 48.89358. Only
birds of note were a Little Owl by one of the villages we passed through and four Little Bustard in fields by
the park entrance. Once again there was a lot of negotiation via Google Translate and many phone calls
before they opened the gate and let us into the park. We had to take one of the rangers with us as we drove
south along the hard baked mud track. Small flocks of Chaffinch along the track sides contained a few
Brambling. After a few km we met Ernst and Rami who had driven north through the park with a guide and a
ranger.
Ernst and Rami checked the areas visited on the previous day and the huge part of the NP accessed via the
main gate (see map below). A promising reedy lagoon is at 38.907867, 48.900433, which can be entered by
car from the main road at 38.908835, 48.908233. The adjacent coastline of the Caspian Sea was checked
with small numbers of Dalmatian Pelican, a Sandwich Tern, a 2cy Pallas’s Gull, 6 Common Gull (race heinei),
2 nice breeding plumage Slender-billed Gull and bigger numbers of Black-headed and Caspian Gull. After
entering the NP through the main gate there was a lot of driving. Due to little precipitation during the last
three years all roads were easy to drive and the landscape was almost dry, which greatly reduced the likely
roost areas for Omid. During the drive a Jungle Cat was encountered at 38.980438, 48.923242. It was seen
on two other occasions on almost the same spot, always walking on the road, even during midday. At least
14 Black Francolin were quite tame alongside the road and calling in the midday “heat”. Important
waterbodies and lagoons checked were as follows: 39.209696, 49.024051 this is the best viewpoint of a
huge lagoon with numerous Greater Flamingo, Dalmatian Pelican, ducks and waders. A smaller lagoon is
best viewed from 39.220303, 49.042944, held c450 Greater Flamingo, 68 Dalmatian Pelican and big groups
of waders including a flock of c800 Avocet. The only way to enter this peninsula is to use the small track at
39.224342, 49.003462 and then drive almost offroad. Other shallow waterbodies were at 39.203195,
48.918672, on the road to the northern entrance gate from inside the park.

After returning one ranger to the north gate, both cars headed the 35+km south back through the park.
Birds seen enroute included 2 Peregrine, a Short-eared Owl and three more Black Francolin. A Red Fox, a
Badger and a Hare were also noted. We got back to the hotel at 2030 and went for a meal. Pierre eventually
arrived accompanied by our two guides, having checked Shirvan NP on their way south.
29th February. After breakfast Bob drove north to Shirvan with Leyla. The other two cars remained to
recheck Kyzyl Agach. On arrival at Shirvan and payment of the 2 Manat entry fee they drove east down the
track. Large flocks of Corn Bunting, Chaffinch and Spanish Sparrow which at one stage were flushed by a
Hen Harrier. Also nice views of three Black Francolin. Most spectacular of all were the Little Bustard flocks.
These numbered hundreds of birds and on a couple of occasions thousands of birds, probably totalling
5000+ (up to 20,000 can winter in the park). They were regularly being spooked by an adult Eastern Imperial
Eagle.
Drove down to the watchtower at the south end of Gizilgaz Lake. It was very windy which made viewing a bit
tricky. On the lagoon below the watchtower lots of waterfowl: 45 Mute Swan, c300 Gadwall, Mallard,
Shoveler, Teal, c60 Red-crested Pochard and c40 Ruddy Shelduck. Moved to the walkway on the western
side. From here c30 Common Shelduck, c50 Common Pochard and a few Tufted Duck were seen, as well as
c200 Greater Flamingo and a few Great Egret. A flock of c150 European White-fronted Geese swam into
view, then disappeared. A flock of 20 Black-tailed Godwits flew over and a White-winged Black Tern. In the
reeds 2 Bearded Reedling, Reed Bunting, Cetti’s Warbler and a single Great Bittern. Returned to the
watchtower. Nice views of a pair of Penduline Tit in channel by tower, also a Kingfisher. Still no sign of Omid
so returned to gate house. Good views of the Goitered Gazelles which are numerous in this NP.
Drove back down motorway to Tazakand, to try and get another boat trip out onto the lake. Not many
fishermen around. Eventually found one and Leyla started to negotiate. He wasn’t keen to take us. He
eventually got in contact with the person who had arranged yesterday’s trip, but he also declined saying he
would get in to trouble with NP staff. It was probably just as well as due to the strong wind the lake water
was very rough. Walked through fields trying to get close to the lake shore. These held lots of White
Wagtail, with a few Meadow Pipit, Linnet and three Barn Swallow. From lake shore only birds of note were

80 Dalmatian Pelican. Returned to hotel early for a bit of a rest prior to our meal. The others returned
having completed some fairly long drives as they tried to check out all likely areas within and around the
Kyzyl Agach NP.
1st March. We said goodbye to Abdin and Leyla, then Rami went north to check Shirvan, whilst the others
began to recheck Kyzyl Agach. Ernst and Bob began by checking the lagoon south of the causeway. Ernst and
Rami had found an access point at Liman which overlooked the NW corner of the lagoon (38.859214,
48.813959). Here there was a large flock of waders comprising c650 Dunlin, 114 Greenshank, 63 Blacktailed Godwit, 11 Marsh Sandpiper and 5 Common Redshank. Checked further south but it was pretty
birdless. As they returned north through Liman they spotted Peter and Pierre. They had been stopped by the
police, because they were missing their front number plate, which was lost the day before in the NP. The
other vehicle had also lost its number plate, but we had got a message to say it had been found. Continued
to the causeway and then up the east side of the lake checking a few hidden lagoons. Got a message to say
that P&P were being taken to the police station to sort out the number plate issue. We decided we better
retrieve our number plate before we got into difficulties with the police. At that moment we got a text from
Rami “Humid is here”. His auto spell check had kicked in but we knew what it meant! This was the start of a
very stressful journey. We drove quickly up to the NP gate to find that no one knew where our missing
number plate was. Then returned back towards Masalli. Luckily we got news that P&P had been released.
They drove back south to meet up with us. We abandoned our car and joined them on the journey north to
Shirvan. We were stopped at another police checkpoint, but luckily the documentation P&P had been given
by the police in Masalli did the trick and we were soon on our way again. Spirits were very high till we got
the news from Rami that Omid had disappeared from view.
Eventually arrived and headed out to the walkway – still no sign. Anxiously we went to view from the
watchtower. We had not been there long when we got another message from Rami. Omid had walked back
into view again. We raced back up to the walkway and there he was – distant but easily recognisable as the
last Siberian Crane in the WP. What a relief and what celebrations! Omid spent much of his time sleeping,
with occasional bouts of preening and feeding. We were so lucky his favoured spot, though distant, was in
direct view from the end of the walkway. We watched him for over two hours. A flock of Greylag Geese flew
in, a Great Bittern and small group of Ruff flew over and four Coot emerged from the reeds.
Began the journey back south to deal with the abandoned car. It was dark by the time we arrived so decided
to risk driving it back to Masalli. We were almost there when we were stopped by the police. Once again
there were a lot of tricky negotiations. Luckily we managed to contact Abdin by phone so he could translate
for us. Eventually they removed the number plate from the back of the car and fixed it to the front. We were
then given a 55 Manat fine and had to follow the police car to a shop, where there was a machine where we
could pay the fine. Eventually we made it back to the hotel. We had a great celebratory meal, accompanied
with beer and a few bottles of local vodka. It was quite a night!
2nd March. A bit of a lie in after the celebrations. We were also surprised to find it was pouring with rain.
Decided to head back to Shirvan to see if Omid was still showing. The rain had turned the tracks into a mud
bath, so driving was tricky. Arrived at walkway to find no sign of Omid. A group led by Kai Gauger had been
looking for over four hours. It was highly unlikely with the weather that he had moved on, more likely he
was resting somewhere out of sight – a large reed bed surrounds the open water, creating lots of potential
hiding places. As we waited 10 Dalmatian Pelican flew in, landed and disappeared! Nice views of three
Bearded Reedling and a Moustached Warbler feeding along the edge of the reedbed. Out on the open
water a 2cy Goldeneye and a male Garganey. We were getting very wet and cold so decided to abandon our
wait. By the track on our way back to entrance had an Isabelline Wheatear. Drove down to Kyzyl Agach
National Park to retrieve one of the missing number plates. It was still raining when we arrived at the
causeway. There was a large flock of 150 Little Gulls and 100 Whiskered Tern feeding over the lake and 2

Caspian Tern flew in. Retrieved the plate, saw another Isabelline Wheatear and returned to the hotel for a
meal and to make plans for the rest of our stay.
3rd March. With mission accomplished Ernst was under pressure to return home. Peter got up at 0100 to
take him to the airport. Pierre, Rami and Bob got up at 0400 and began the long drive north up to Quba.
Here we headed west up the spectacular Gudiyalchay valley into the Caucasus Mountains. As we got higher
it was obvious that the precipitation that had fallen as rain in the south yesterday had fallen as snow in the
mountains. The road became quite tricky so when we met up with Peter he decided to abandon his non 4x4
car and continue with us in the Lada Niva. We were heading for Khinaliq. The south facing slopes of the
valley had some snow free patches. Our first stop revealed a flock of 8 Horned Lark (ssp penicillata), with a
few Red-billed Chough and an adult Golden Eagle overhead. Continued up the valley and just before
Bestankes spotted a patch of Sea Buckthorn on the south side of the valley just above the river (41.17347,
48.19224). Peter scoped it – it looked interesting! We walked over the snow covered valley bottom to get a
closer look. It was a real hotspot with a loose flock of c45 Guldenstadt’s Redstarts feeding amongst the
bushes, along with a female Great Rosefinch, nine Fieldfare and 5 Chukar that exploded out of the bushes. A
stop before Cek revealed another group of c20 Horned Lark and overhead two Griffon Vulture.
Continued on to the village of Khinaliq which sits at about 2000m. Although the north facing slopes were
covered in deep snow the south facing slope we were on was relatively snow free. It was sunny and
surprisingly warm. Great views of a Lammergeier soaring by the village. From the edge of the village walked
up a footpath to get closer to the base of the main peaks. Pretty birdless bar another adult and an immature
Golden Eagle and a Chukar. Got up to 2400m and scoped the rocky screes below the peak. Here we had
distant views of a group of 5 Caucasian Snowcock. Delighted we headed back down to the village (Peter
rescuing a goat enroute!). In the village a singing Rock Sparrow and more Red-billed Chough.
Started the long drive back down the valley. Much of the snow on the lower slopes had disappeared. Saw
another four Rock Sparrow near Cek, then a Ring Ouzel. There were a few icy patches on the road where it
was in the shade, especially in the gorge so we got out and walked down the worst bits, whist Peter carefully
steered the Lada down. Eventually, after collecting the second car, stopped at a hotel west of Quba. Haggled
to get two rooms for 90 Manat. Then had a lovely meal of homemade mutton stew.
4th March. A walk round the hotel grounds in the morning revealed lots of singing Song Thrush, a Syrian and
Great Spotted Woodpecker, a few Hawfinch, Greenfinch and a flock of Long-tailed Tit (ssp major). We left
and drove to Quba, had some breakfast, then continued NE up the E119. Stopped in an area of apple
orchards where there were lots of Jays (ssp atricapillus), c20 Brambling and a couple of Fieldfare. Further
north stopped in an open area just before the new motorway. There was a large flock of c900 Rook and c80
Jackdaw. These are apparently wintering birds. Also 200+ Skylark, with 2 Calandra Lark, 50+ Meadow Pipit
and a few Yellowhammer and Reed Bunting. Overhead an adult Eastern Imperial Eagle.
Continued further NE up to the Caspian Sea coast, but a haar reduced visibility so we headed back inland. At
Dubay turned off left and drove south down a track. In this area had a few Green Woodpecker along the
field edges. Also a variety of raptors with an immature Steppe Eagle, an immature Eastern Imperial Eagle,
an adult White-tailed Eagle and a Goshawk. Most interesting were 2 male Reed Bunting (41.60557,
48.71447). These had a completely different plumage to all the other reed buntings we had come across so
far. They were much paler, had less black on the head and buff on the nape and a short thick bullfinch type
bill. They were pirrhuloides Reed Buntings which breed from the Caspian Sea east to Mongolia. Very
distinctive birds with a coarser call than normal reed buntings.
Continued south to the Shuraabad area north of Baku and walked out over some open steppe type habitat.
Lots of Skylark, a few Linnet, a Brambling and a Hen Harrier. Continued out to the point. 10 Pallas’s Gull
flighting north were the highlight.

At dusk we left and began the journey south. North of Baku we were stopped again by the police. They got
us to follow them (up the wrong side of the motorway on the hard shoulder) to the roadside police point.
We were taken inside and shown photographs of the car speeding on four occasions and going over a white
line at a junction. There are cameras along all the main roads. They showed us a book saying we would have
to pay a total of 600 Manat (£270) in fines. We were then taken into a small room so the policeman could
check to see if the incidents were logged into the system. We were told they were not so we could pay 350
Manat in cash and they would forget about it. Peter realised this was probably a scam, so we said we would
pay by card or through Europcar. At this stage they decided to let us go!
Stopped just north of Baku for a nice meal, mostly arranged through sign language. Said goodbye to Peter,
who was heading home, then the rest of us continued back to Masalli.
5th March. Rami decided to return to Shirvan to look (eventually successfully) for Grey-headed Swamphen.
Pierre and Bob returned to Kyzyl Agach. Enroute just south of Masalli had a flock of c50 Black-crowned Night
Heron. First stop was at the causeway. The waterfowl were much closer to the shore than on our previous
visits, allowing some estimates of numbers: c7000 Wigeon, 500+ Teal, 200+ Gadwall, 150+ Shoveler, 70
Common Pochard, 10 Tufted Duck, 150+ Black-necked Grebe, 85+ Little Grebe, c100 Great-crested Grebe
and 12 Coot. Continued up east side of lagoon then crossed over to a track following the Caspian Sea shore.
Unfortunately visibility was reduced by fog. There were occasional groups of waders; c500 Dunlin, 15 Ringed
Plover, 2 Curlew and a Spotted Redshank. Also small groups of gulls; mainly Caspian, with two Common
Gull and a Pallas’s Gull. Along the beach two flocks of 5, then 6 Lesser Short-toed Larks.
Arrived at park gate and after the usual negotiations were allowed entry and picked up our “guide”. Headed
north up the track and got superb views of the Jungle Cat (at the same site where Rami and Ernst had it a
few days ago). In the reedy channels a Moorhen and a Water Rail. By some trackside scrub three European

Stonechat. Several raptors including a Merlin, 5 Hen Harrier, 26 Marsh Harrier and a Greater Spotted Eagle.
Unfortunately following the heavy rains the track became impassable so we had to return before reaching
the northern lagoons, getting good views of a Golden Jackal on our way and hearing others howling.
6th March. Decided to head south today. Followed the motorway to Astara. Hundreds of Russian trucks were
parked up along the motorway. Apparently the border with Iran is closed due to the coronavirus outbreak.
Birded in an area by the coast on the north edge of Astara. Here we had our first Blackcap and Dunnocks of
the trip, a group of alpinus Long-tailed Tit, eight Siskin and a female Black Redstart.
Continued further north to Qamishovka. Walked up the river checking banks and fields. Eight Stock Dove,
c10 Brambling, 6 Yellowhammer and a Hen Harrier being best. Next stop was on shore just south of
Lankaran. Here we had 32 Dalmatian Pelican flying north and a Hoopoe feeding above the beach. Many
gulls by the fish nets that are set all the way along this stretch of coast, mainly Black-Headed Gull, but a few
Caspian and two heinei Common Gulls, with dark mantle and long wings.
Finally checked one of the Shikra sites in the woodland belts north of Masalli, but we were obviously too
early for them. Returned to hotel for meal of wild duck – very tasty. I packed and left for Baku airport for my
flights back to Scotland.
This daily log gives a flavour of the birds seen at different sites on different days. Detailed species lists, plus
numbers, can be found on eBird. The trip was a great success particularly with us against all the odds finding
Omid. We also managed to see all the other key species we were looking for, particularly the Caspian Tits
and Caucasus’s specialities.

Pierre’s write up describing how the trip came about can be read on the Dutch Birding website by following
this link: https://www.dutchbirding.nl/wpbirding/1593/omid__last_of_a_legacy?fbclid=IwAR3dSkigJj4jL_CXxzyQnxNVZSFmSrwpn0LnKRooSbQyikeZYcZcmCPbaYA
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