
AGAMI NATURE TOURS  
TRIP REPORT: ESPĉRITO SANTO & MINAS GERAIS CUSTOM TOUR 

  

 

  

BRAZIL: ESPĉRITO SANTO & MINAS GERAIS CUSTOM TOUR  
 

25 October ï 3 November 2024  
  

  
                        Frilled Coquette          

  
Trip report and photos by Gabriel Bonfa 

www.agaminature.com  

        

Introduction:   

This tour of the state of Esp²rito Santo followed our classic ñLand of the Cherry-throated Tanagerò route, with 

the judicious addition of brief extension to the city of Pomp®u, in Minas Gerais, making for a well-rounded trip 

meant to target some of the rarest birds in the Atlantic Forest along with a selection of the top birds from the 
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Cerrado biome of central Brazil. We went in search of specialties of the lowland tabuleiro forests, such as the 

Red-billed Curassow, Parakeets and Parrots, continued to the mountain forests of Esp²rito Santo in search of 

special hummingbirds and the Critically Endangered Cherry-throated Tanager, and ended our trip in the land of 

endemic species of the Minas Gerais cerrado, such as the Coal-crested Finch, Ocellated Crake and Campo Miner. 

On this trip we listed, visually or audibly, 397 species of birds. A considerable number for about 10 days of 

birding in the late springtime in this part of the country, which as you can see, made the trip much more humid 

in the mountains of Esp²rito Santo, but it didn't discourage us! The rains were a welcome sight in the region after 

months of drought, so we took it in stride and were grateful on behalf of the birds and wildlife we had come to 

see.  

 

Itinerary:  

October 24th (Day 1): Arrival in Vit·ria, the capital of the state of Esp²rito Santo. 

Night at Ibis Aeroporto Hotel in Vit·ria.  

 

October 25th (Day 2): Morning birding in the lowland and lower montane Atlantic forest at Duas Bocas Biological 

Reserve. Lunch and Pygmy Nightjars at Sitio Ouro Velho. Travel to Linhares and PM birding nearby. 

Night at BHS Hotel in Linhares.  

 

October 26th & 27th (Days 3 & 4): Full days spent birding in lowland tabuleiro forests of Vale Natural Reserve in 

Linhares. 

Nights at BHS Hotel in Linhares.  

 

October 28th (Day 5): Drive from Linhares to the Esp²rito Santo plateau to the small town of Santa Teresa. Birding 

for the rest of the morning in sites around the city. Afternoon watching the feeders in Pousada Vita Verde. 

Night at Pousada Vita Verde in Santa Teresa.  

 

October 29th (Day 6): Morning birding at Augusto Ruschi Biological Reserve in Santa Teresa en route to Pedra 

Azul. 

Night at Pousada Aargau near Pedra Azul.  

 

October 30th (Day 7): Full day birding at Kaet®s Reserve (Instituto Marcos Daniel) home of the enigmatic and 

Critically Endangered Cherry-throated Tanager.  

Night at Pousada Aargau near Pedra Azul.  

 

October 31st (Day 8): Morning birding at Kaet®s Reserve. Return to Vit·ria in the afternoon. 

Night at Ibis Aeroporto Hotel in Vit·ria 

 

November 1st (Day 9): Fly to Belo Horizonte, the capital of Minas Gerais, and travel to Pomp®u. Afternoon birding 

in Pomp®u and surroundings, places of rarities and cerrado specialties. 

Night at Nita Palace Hotel in Pomp®u.  

 

November 2nd (Day 10): Full day birding in Pomp®u and surroundings.  

Night at Nita Palace Hotel in Pomp®u.  

 

November 3rd (Day 11): Morning birding in Pomp®u and surroundings. After lunch, return to Belo Horizonte airport 

to end the tour.  
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Tour Summary:  

We began our birdwatching trip on the outskirts of the capital city of Vitoria at the Duas Bocas Biological 

Reserve, in the city of Cariacica. The site is a forest managed by the state government that protects an important 

water source for the metropolis of Greater Vit·ria, which is located less than 10 kilometers away. When we 

arrived at the reserve, we starting things off with some of the species that were on the trip target list: Moustached 

Wren, and a small flock that included Sooretama Slaty-Antshrike and White-flanked Antwren.  

The ecosystem is incredible and a true mix of lowland and highland forests, being an essential refuge for 

endangered species such as the Kinglet Manakin, which fed on the fruits of Miconia sp. while vocalizing very 

close to us. And in one of these miconias where we saw the Kinglet, we saw Red-headed Manakin and White-

bearded Manakin feeding in the same tree, not for nothing that we nicknamed it the "manakin tree". We kept 

walking, and a few meters ahead, we heard a Minute Hermit's lek, and it was a matter of minutes before we 

found one of them perched a few centimeters from the ground, vocalizing incessantly.  

As the morning went on, strong winds began to announce the rains of the following days. We reached a part of 

the road that was more protected, became a refuge for the birds and for our birding, so we could enjoy the mixed 

flocks of woodcreepers and woodpeckers in the understory and the tanagers in the canopy. After about 3 hours, 

we had already ticked a few more species on our list, such as the White-throated Woodcreeper, Yellow-eared 

Woodpecker, Scaled Antbird, Black-cheeked Gnateater, Spot-billed Toucanet, White-eyed Foliage-gleaner, 

White-bellied Tanager and even a sleepy Tawny-browed Owl that we found near the road. We also heard an 

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher vocalizing far from the edge of the forest, even though it was not a target, it was a 

good bird, which is quite rare in the forests of Esp²rito Santo.  

Unfortunately, some species, such as the Russet-winged Spadebill and Buff-throated Purpletuft, did not appear 

even after several attempts between one bird and the other. We were left hoping that they would appear in the 

Santa Teresa area. 

Kinglet Manakin  Scaled Antbird  
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White-throated Woodcreeper Tawny-browed Owl  
 

 
Black-cheeked Gnateater 
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After this fruitful start, we decided to return to Vit·ria before lunch and head to the mangroves of UFES - 

Universidade Federal do Espirito Santo, to look for the Mangrove Rail and Little Wood-Rail. Unfortunately, the 

sudden disappearance of these rails since last year continued and the wind didnôt help much. At least we saw two 

more target species, Red-cowled Cardinal and Band-tailed Hornero. We also saw a group of Bicolored 

Conebill traveling through the mangrove canopy, although it is not a target species, it is an interesting bird on 

the trip because it represents this type of environment well. 

After that, we headed to the lunch spot, still close to Vit·ria, but already on the way to Linhares. S²tio Ouro Velho 

is a restaurant located in an agrotourism circuit in the city of Serra, and serves delicious food typical of Brazilian 

farms, with stewed chicken, feijoada (bean stew with beef and/or pork), fried sausage, fried cassava and pork 

crackling. And there's nothing better to end our first morning of birdwatching than this lunch, followed by great 

views of the endemic Pygmy Nightjar on the rocky outcrops around the restaurant. 

 
Pygmy Nightjar 

In the early afternoon, we began our 2-hour trip to the city of Linhares, in the north of the state. Since we still 

had enough light to spend a few hours birdwatching, we headed inland in search of East Brazilian Chachalaca, 

Campo Troupial, Ash-throated Crake, Blackish Rail and Sooty-fronted Spinetail. When we arrived at the place 

where I always see these species, the heat was unbearable, and most of the birds were silent, even though we 

were walking towards the end of the afternoon. In short, we managed to see a group of at least five East Brazilian 

Chachalacas in the middle of a mango tree and saw the Campo Troupial in same place, after we heard two 

pairs of Crakes that didn't want to leave the vegetation, so we decided to try in another better place. The other 

three targets didn't even vocalize, so we decided it would be best to return to the city and rest for the next day. 

And when we returned, we were greeted by a flock of hundreds of Peach-fronted Parakeet in the trees 

downtown. 
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Our next two days would be spent immersing ourselves in a true Amazon in the middle of the Atlantic Rainforest. 

The Vale Nature Reserve, managed by one of the largest mining companies on the planet, is one of the last 

remaining areas of Tabuleiro Forest (name for this vegetation of flat coastal forests like a "game board", 

ñtabuleiroò in Portuguese) in the north of Esp²rito Santo, and together with the Sooretama Biological Reserve 

and some private reserves, it comprises about 60,000 hectares of preserved forest. The flat forest, with trees that 

reach 40 meters in height, and the drier climate are home to species typical of the Amazon. 

So, we began our second day of birdwatching, on October 26th, leaving the BHS Hotel at sunrise and having a 

quick breakfast on the way to the Vale Nature Reserve. Without the wind from the previous day, and with a few 

clouds that could be counted on one hand, it was expected to be another hot day, but the forecast for the next day 

was rain. So, upon arriving at the reserve entrance, we picked up the walkie-talkie, key, tags for the car, and 

authorization badges, and started working to try to get as many species as possible that day. 

We started off on the right foot! Right after passing through the gate, the green movement among the cashew 

leaves revealed the presence of parrots there. We parked the car in the parking lot and walked along, hoping to 

get closer. There we were able to identify those responsible for the movement and noise: some individuals of 

Red-browed Parrot, Mealy Parrot, Orange-winged Parrot, Scaly-headed Parrot and a solitary Blue-headed 

(Reichenow's) Parrot scattered among the cashew trees, feeding on the still green fruits. This forest is crazy 

about parrots. While the frenzy was happening in the cashews, a little more in front it was possible to see some 

pairs of Blue-winged Macaw flying over the forest, as well a flock of Golden-tailed Parrotlet. 

 
Red-browed Parrot 
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After this parrot overdose, we got in our car and drove onto the roads of Valeôs research area. The variety of 

environments there, such as primary and secondary forests, mussununga forests (a stunted forest on sandy soil), 

native grasslands and marshes, provide a variety of birds that number more than 400 catalogued species. And 

within a few minutes of driving along these roads we found a flock of Yellow-green Grosbeak foraging in the 

treetops, as well as some mixed flocks of White-bellied Tanager (now with better views than the day before), 

Blue Dacnis, Tropical Parula, Yellow-backed Tanager, Flame-crested Tanager, and some small groups of 

Thrush-like Wren. 

 

We heard a few mixed flocks of antwrens and woodcreepers along the way, which later made it onto our list, but 

we were focused on the targets and stopped in a slightly more open area to try them. We walked to a spot where 

we could see a Rufous-capped Antthrush, which came close and simply crossed the road like a bullet and 

disappeared - well, let's try somewhere else. We got back in the car and tried to find some species of becards, 

which are always around there. They not only helped us, but also livened up the surrounding wildlife. In this spot 

alone, we saw Black-capped Becard, Crested Becard, White-winged Becard and Sibilant Sirystes. We also 

saw a Least Pygmy-Owl, which was a bit of a struggle to find in the tall canopy, even with the help of the 

mobbing that formed due to its vocalization. Closing the list for this location, amidst the mobbing, was a couple 

of Rufous-throated Sapphire, which was also one of our targets. 

 

It is worth mentioning that a flock of Maroon-faced Parakeets spent a long time vocalizing in a nearby fruit tree 

and we saw them moving. And at a certain point, a flock of Ochre-marked Parakeets crossed the forest a little 

far from us, we tried to attract them, but we were completely ignored! 

 

 
Yellow-green Grosbeak Sibilant Sirystes 
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Rufous-throated Sapphire - male Rufous-throated Sapphire - female 

 

From that point on, we drove for a while without hearing much activity from the animals. The only thing we 

could hear was a noise in the car, which sounded like a stuck branch scraping against the wheel, and which had 

been bothering us since the previous day. We even thought about changing the car that morning, but after we 

removed some stuck branches, the noise stopped. 

Suddenly, in the middle of the heat, in the distance, a dark figure appeared. My mind was saying: "Could it be 

another branch with leaves? The figure moves... but a branch with leaves doesn't move!" We checked with the 

binoculars, and the figure that was in the vegetation on the side of the road came into clear view, and it was a 

male of Red-billed Curassow! 

Like a mirage in the desert, it also involved water, but in our water, there was a Curassow! 

 
Vale Natural Reserveôs roads Red-billed Curassow 
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After driving past the ñCurassow puddlesò, the noise in the car started again. But then it became impossible to 

try to change the car, we would miss the best time for the birds, and by the time we could get to the agency, it 

would be closed. Since it didn't seem like anything serious, we agreed to keep birding and try to change it on 

Monday, when it would open again. 

With that in mind, we followed the roads to another point where we had seen the Rufous-capped Antthrush in 

the last few months. At first, we were tripped by the bird again, but at least this one was more understanding and 

returned vocalizing for a quick and clear view after quickly crossing the road. Great, another check! 

The next target was the White-tailed Goldenthroat in the sandy areas with bushes, and we headed there. Again, 

good kilometers without much bird activity, at least we heard some Thrush-like Schiffornis along the way, in 

addition to some groups of Geoffroy's Marmoset, Crested Capuchin that were restless with the noise of the 

car, or some Red-rumped Agouti that ran across the road. 

A little before reaching the point, we stopped near one of the bridges that cross the wetlands present in the reserve, 

one of the few that still had water running after the long dry period since winter. The birds seemed to be all 

around, even with the heat, flocks of tanagers and other smaller birds were there, such as the Blue-chinned 

Sapphire. We also saw several Greater Ani and Smooth-billed Ani, as well as Pale-vented Pigeon, Wattled 

Jacanas and a probable hybrid of Brazilian Tanager with Silver-beaked Tanager (already known locally for 

almost a year for being paired with a female Brazilian Tanager, and the identification was supported by some 

experts). 

Arriving in the open areas, the heat was unbearable. Some birds, such as Southern Rough-winged Swallow, 

Cinnamon Tanager, White-fringed Antwren, and some Flycatchers, were able to withstand temperatures above 

35ÜC. However, our target, the Goldenthroat, was not there, or if it was, it didn't dare make an appearance. 

 
Blue-chinned Sapphire The probable hybrid of Tanagers 

 

At that time of day, we wouldn't be able to get good results if we went to the other end of the reserve to look for 

some targets there, because it would be an hour and a half of pure silence, and we would have to start returning 

to the gate at the best time for birdwatching. For reasons of corporate security, we can only stay in the forest until 

6 pm. 
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I, being stubborn and insistent as I always have been, suggested trying to extend our return a little to maybe see 

something else along the way, basically an extra 5 kilometers. And off we went! 

We had already come across some small branches on the road during the day. Something simple and common in 

the region's forests, since most of the trees suffer from constant droughts (common, but more frequent and severe 

in recent years), shedding leaves or thin branches at this time of year to survive. But with the winds of the last 

few days, it was a fact that sooner or later we would find a fallen tree on the road. And that's what happened.  

So, we got out of the car, and as it required some assistance, I grabbed my hiking companion, a 20" machete, and 

we spent about 10 minutes or more there cutting. We had to make a lever to finish breaking and moving it (haha, 

look at physics classes at school being useful for something!). Well, we passed and arrived at a point where I 

wanted to test the Brazilian Tanager, since a possible hybrid didn't count. And when it was time to playback, 

guess what? Where was my speaker? Simply in the last place we had used, only about 20 minutes away (10 

kilometers maybe).  

Well, we tried everything, but no Tanager, so we elected to return the original way after looking for my forgotten 

speaker. We planned to check out the other direction the next morning, deciding it to be more prudent to return 

to the visitor center to enjoy our exquisite lunch that we took to the field, consisting of bread with ham and 

cheese, potato chips, cookies, juice and coffee. 

After resting on the chairs at the visitor center until the sun calmed down a bit, we got back to work. We went on 

one of the self-guided trails in search of the Plumbeous Antvireo, where I had last seen it in January. 

Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful, but that was understandable. This species has been scarcely recorded in 

recent years in the Vale Natural Reserve (although its population seems to be more abundant in the neighboring 

Sooretama Biological Reserve, where visits are only permitted for researchers), and at this spot, where only a 

couple had been sighted, over the years only the male was sighted. Suddenly, there was a period of months 

without success and the sightings became sporadic, with the last sighting there in January. Another individual, at 

another known spot, far away, had been recorded months earlier, also after years without sightings there. Who 

knows, maybe we will find it again the next day? 

At least, when we left the trail, we saw a Yellowish Pipit that was on the grass near where we parked the car. 

Another target checked. 

Well, the best option at this point was to go to the canopy tower and try our luck with some targets. This tower is 

located about 400 meters from the edge of the forest and is 24 meters high. Normally the sunrises and sunsets 

are incredible there, with countless pairs of parrots, flocks of parakeets, mixed flocks of lesser birds, 

woodpeckers, swifts and hawks of course. A few months ago, I saw a male harpy eagle near the tower, and I hope 

to see him again. 

It took a while for the list to reach a good number, as it was still warm, but we saw Streaked Flycatcher, Blue 

Dacnis, Hooded Tanager, Orange-winged Parrot, Blue-winged Macaw, Red-browed Parrot, Plain 

Parakeet, Sick's Swift, Gray-rumped Swift, Yellow-fronted Woodpecker, Yellow-throated Woodpecker, 

Ringed Woodpecker and Robust Woodpecker. Again, we heard a flock of Ochre-marked Parakeet pass by 

and didn't pay any attention to our playback. 

Night was falling and we had to return to our hotel. At this point, keeping an eye on the weather forecast, we 

were hoping that the rain predicted for the next day would not prevent us from going into the forest. 
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The canopy tower Streaked Flycatcher 

 

We started the second day in Vale the same way as the previous day. But our target was more specific that day, 

to try to find a responsive flock of Ochre-marked Parakeet. So, we spent some time at the entrance, where they 

sometimes pass by, but we only saw the parrots again, and a flock of Golden-tailed Parrotlet crossing the sky. 

On the way to the canopy tower, three Red-billed Curassows crossed the road calmly at the visitor center. Was 

this a good sign of what our day would be like? 

Arriving at the tower, we were hoping to see the parakeets, and perhaps a White-necked Hawk flying over the 

area. Since the day was a bit cloudy, the chances of seeing any birds of prey riding the thermal currents were very 

low. It is worth mentioning that we heard the parakeets passing through the forest again, but again they did not 

respond to our playback. In addition to seeing some birds that we had seen the day before at the tower, we had a 

good view of a male of Green-backed Trogon and a pair of Chestnut-vented Conebill. 

 
Golden-tailled Parrotlet Red-billed Curassow 
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Green-backed Trogon Maroon-faced Parakeet 
 

As the weather at the tower was getting warmer, we decided to go down and walk around the visitor center one 

more time. When we arrived, it wasn't long before we saw some bird movements in a fruiting tree. They were 

Plain Parakeets and a group of Maroon-faced Parakeets which provided some good views. 

When we returned to the car, another flock of Ochre-marked passed by us calling, but we saw nothing. We went 

after them, since they were in the orchard, but they didn't even pay us any attention. The only way was to face 

the result and try somewhere else. And so, we returned to the roads of the research area towards the furthest point 

from the headquarters (40 kilometers by car). It was all or nothing to find a flock that was interested in us. 

At the slightest sign of birds nearby, we would stop the car to see what was there - a birder in his right mind 

would not stay inside the car in a forest like that with a mixed flock outside. So, on our way to our destination, 

we had good views of birds such as the Grayish Mourner and Collared Trogon. 

Grayish Mourner Collared Trogon 
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On the roads we had traveled the day before, everything was fine for us to pass through again, but when we 

started on the road to the other side of the reserve, we came across a huge fallen tree on the road, and the machete 

was not going to be able to handle it - and neither was I. We had to go along other roads to get around the fallen 

tree. And apparently, the wind from the previous days had also passed through Linhares, as we removed several 

branches until we reached the area we wanted. 

Along the way we saw or at least heard the four species of primates present in the area, the Crested Capuchin, 

Geoffroy's Marmoset, Atlantic Titi and Brown Howler Monkey. In addition, we saw some Red-rumped 

Agouti, South American Coatis and a group of Collared Peccary, the mammal sightings a testament to the 

importance of the forest reserve.  

After a long journey, we arrived at one of the best parts of the forest in my opinion. And even with a very muggy 

cloudy sky that seemed to announce rain, we managed to see some cool species, such as Screaming Piha, Red-

stained Woodpecker, Ringed Woodpecker and Buff-throated Woodcreeper. In addition to hearing Cinereous 

Mourner. We tried a few times to find Plumbeous Antvireo, but we had no luck. 

After that, we headed to an open area with a large swamp. The idea was to try some crake or rail and try our luck 

with the Goldenthroat again. And of course, enjoy the scenery and have a snack. 

In the marshland, we saw a large flock of White-faced and Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks, several Purple 

Gallinules, Common Gallinules and Wattled Jacana, as well as some Black-crowned Night-Heron and 

Neotropic Cormorant. We heard a pair of Rufous-sided Crakes, one of our targets, but after trying for a while, 

we didn't see them. 

Suddenly, in a place I didn't even expect, we heard a flock of Ochre-marked Parakeets flying by. We put on the 

playback, and again, no response. We insisted a little more, but we didn't get anything.  

We also tried the Goldenthroat, with its playback and a mobbing of Pygmy-Owl. We got Tropical Parulas, 

Yellow-bellied Elaenia, Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet and a Glittering-throated Emerald, but none of our 

targets. 

So, we decided to get out of the hot sun and slowly return to the headquarters. But first, we stopped to photograph 

a large saturniid moth (Copiopteryx semiramis) on the side of the road. A great find. 

 
Glittering-throated Emerald 

 
Copiopteryx semiramis 
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Halfway there, the rain that the heat had been bringing caught up with us for a few kilometers. And at a certain 

point after the rain, I heard a group of Ochre-marked Parakeets again, and we stopped the car. It was all or 

nothing, and this time they approached. But the flock simply flew a little far away, seemed to get closer and then 

moved away again, until they left for good. It was really frustrating for us, because it was one of the most desired 

targets after Curassow. 

 

Well, we returned to the visitor center and were welcomed by the Red-billed Curassow again. And with the rain 

accompanying us again, we decided to return to the hotel. 

 

    
Red-billed Curassow in the visitor center 

 

We started the day on October 28th by exchanging the car at the rental agency. We preferred to avoid any future 

problems, since the places we would be going to in the next few days were already quite muddy, and unlike the 

Vale area, there would be no team to provide support if we did not return to the headquarters at the agreed time. 

 

With that sorted, we left Linhares and headed to Santa Teresa, about an hour and a half drive away. The weather 

was cloudy, pleasant and without rain. So, we took advantage and went straight to Mata da Penha, a mountain 

forest attached to the Augusto Ruschi Biological Reserve, which is home to several of our target species. This 

place represented another type of vegetation on the trip, as the forests were higher than those in Duas Bocas and 

higher and more humid than those in the Linhares lowlands, around 700 meters above sea level. 

 

Upon arrival, we heard several Bare-throated Bellbirds singing nearby. And we came across a small mixed 

flock with Spot-breasted Antvireo and the endangered Salvadori's Antwren. The bird activity was good with 

an interesting mix of species and our list of possible targets there was quickly ticked off:  Spot-backed 

Antshrike, Wied's Tyrant Manakin, Green-backed Becard, Whiskered Flycatcher and Gilt-edged Tanager. 

   

We tried to find Russet-winged Spadebill and Buff-throated Purpletuft, but unfortunately, they were not there 

that day. 
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Salvadori's Antwren 

 
Bare-throated Bellbird 

 

We enjoyed a quick barbecue lunch and then continued our birding. We went to a site near the city to try to spot 

the Serra Antwren and other targets. There, the Antwren was a little more difficult than usual, but we saw it. 

Also on our list were the Blackish Rail and Golden-chevroned Tanager. And since we didn't see much besides 

these birds, we decided to go to our pousada. 

When we arrived, we saw that it was a great decision. A veritable curtain of hummingbird feeders, and a crazy 

number of frenetic hummingbirds flying around. Black Jacobin, Rufous-breasted Hermit, Planalto Hermit, 

Scale-throated Hermit, White-vented Violetear, Frilled Coquette, Amethyst Woodstar, Glittering-bellied 

Emerald, Violet-capped Woodnymph, Swallow-tailed Hummingbird, Sombre Hummingbird, Versicolored 

Emerald, White-throated Hummingbird and Sapphire-spangled Emerald were the hummingbird species we 

recorded at the feeders. A great way to end the day. 

 
White-throated Hummingbird 

 
Versicolored Emerald 
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Sapphire-spangled Emerald 

 
White-vented Violetear - male 

 

 
Scale-throated Hermit 

 

 
Violet-capped Woodnymph - male 
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Amethyst Woodstar - female 

 
Frilled Coquette - male 

 

Our second day in Santa Teresa started cold and rainy. And after a delicious breakfast, we gathered our courage, 

pulled our raincoats tightly around us, and went to the Augusto Ruschi Biological Reserve. This reserve is one 

of the few remaining areas in Esp²rito Santo that preserves both montane and submontane forests. In its 

approximately 4,000 hectares, we can find one of the last populations of Northern Muriqui, a Critically 

Endangered primate, as well as one of the two known populations of Cherry-throated Tanager in the world. 

But we had a problem: how could we enjoy a forest like this on a rainy day? We resorted to stubbornness and 

persistence once again! We left the car at a point on the road and continued walking, hoping for luck to come 

across some bird. We saw some mixed flocks with Gilt-edged Tanager, Rufous-headed Tanager and Red-

necked Tanager. There were some slightly more elaborate ones with Azure-shouldred Tanager, Sibilant 

Sirystes, Gray-hooded Attila, Oustaletôs Tyranulet, Ochre-breasted Foliage-gleaner and other ovenbirds. 

  
If the road was like this, imagine what we were like 

 
Ochre-breasted Foliage-gleaner 
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During this time, our main target was the Rufous-brown Solitaire and it was another one that gave us some 

trouble. We found it in the 45th minute of the second half, after walking a lot. A little earlier we had also had 

good views of the White-bibbed Antbird. 

Unfortunately, after trying for a long time for the Spadebill and Purpletuft, we were unable to find them. 

 
Rufous-brown Solitaire 

After this wet but enjoyable morning, we had lunch and continued our journey to the Pedra Azul region, about a 

two and a half hour of drive. Our expectation was to arrive on time at the Ćguia Branca Reserve and try to find 

the Swallow-tailed Cotinga that was nesting there. The trip was smooth, except that it was raining heavily when 

we arrived at the reserve. Luckily, it was easy to find the bird.  

  
A young Swallow-tailed Cotinga 

  
A female of Swallow-tailed Cotinga arranging the nest. 
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After that, we went to Pousada Aargau, where we would spend the next 2 nights. We left our bags in the rooms 

and took advantage of the remaining daylight to check how the road to Reserva Kaet®s was for the next day, as 

well as trying to find the Giant Snipe in the marshes near dusk. 

Fortunately, most of the stretch was gravel, so we only had 4 kilometers of bad road left, out of a total of 12. This 

took away a lot of my worry and encouraged us to look for the Snipe. We arrived at the place where the last 

sightings had been, we heard it, but the rain didn't let up and the bird didn't leave the vegetation. All we had to 

do was go have dinner and rest for the next day. 

 
Our car was still getting used to the mud 

Our first day in search of the rare Cherry-throated Tanager began. The Kaet®s Reserve, managed by the Marcos 

Daniel Institute - IMD, a state-owned civil society organization from Esp²rito Santo, was formally established to 

protect this endangered species, with around 20 known individuals worldwide. In addition to the tanager, the 

reserve protects other endemic and endangered species of these montane forests, such as the Philodendron 

spiritus-sancti, the Caet®s Catfish (Trichogenes claviger), the Vargem Alta Flea Toad (Brachycephalus 

alipioi), the Buffy-headed Marmoset and the native stingless bee Melipona capixaba. 

We left the lodge very early after breakfast, to try to avoid any setbacks on the muddy road. Ours seemed to be 

the first car along the road since yesterdayôs rain, meaning the road hadnôt been torn up, allowing us to arrive at 

the reserve gate even before the researchers who would accompany us that day. When they arrived, we tried to 

leave our car at the headquarters, but their 4x4 went up, while ours, which wasn't a 4x4, skidded and wouldn't go 

up. Finally, we left our car in a safe place and continued in the reserve's car that would take us to the area of the 

latest sightings of the tanagers ï the hunt was on.  



AGAMI NATURE TOURS  
TRIP REPORT: ESPĉRITO SANTO & MINAS GERAIS CUSTOM TOUR 

  

When we reached the road where we had recorded the Cherry-throated Tanager most recently, we split up. Jean-

Francois, Matheus and I walked one way, while Lucas went the other. Given the fragile conservation of the 

species, playback of the tanagers is prohibited. Finding the birds requires carefully deployed fieldcraft, and a 

great deal of good fortune. And with the persistent rain (yes, another day with the raincoat) and almost no bird 

activity, I don't know if luck was really on our side. The forest was very humid, sometimes rainy, sometimes 

foggy, to the point where I found a Thoropa miliaris in the middle of the road. 

In the few moments when the rain eased off, we could still see some target species, such as Drab-breasted 

Pygmy-Tyrant and Rough-legged Tyrannulet. There were some mixed flocks of Tanagers and others with 

Woodcreepers, sometimes led by Sibilant Sirystes, but unfortunately none of them with our Tanager. 

  
The forest with the valley below us with a lot of fog 

  
Thoropa miliaris 

 

We walked back and forth for a few kilometers, and when we got to the car, we switched directions with the other 

researcher. We did this from 6 a.m. until lunchtime. Since it was always raining or foggy, much more humid than 

our previous day in Santa Teresa, I decided to leave my camera in the car, and if I needed it, I would run back to 

get it. We saw some Hooded Berryeaters, a Such's Antthrush that we attracted and quickly crossed the road, 

and a very robust mixed flock with three Sibilant Sirystes warned by radio by Lucas. This flock was promising, 

as our Tanager usually frequents them, but after a while looking for any sign, we didn't see it. Lucas also found 

a fer-de-lance near the road. 

During lunch, we took the opportunity to stay close to the site of the last sightings, while the team returned to 

headquarters for the change of shift of one of the researchers, which normally takes 40 minutes. However, at a 

certain point we heard on the radio that the researchers were still trying to reach the headquarters, but several 

fallen trees were preventing them. Since it would probably take them a while to resolve this and return, and we 

began to hear a mixed flock in the bottom of the valley in front of us, we tried to attract some of the species to 

try our luck. 

We started with the Sirystes, which gradually approached, and we alternated with other species from the mixed 

flock. Gilt-edged Tanager, Rufous-headed Tanager, Ochre-breasted Foliage-gleaner, Buff-fronted Foliage-

gleaner, White-collared Foliage-gleaner, Scaled Woodcreeper and Brown Tanager were some of the species 

we spotted. There were a few more, but when the distinctive "pew pew" of the Cherry-throated Tanager reached 



AGAMI NATURE TOURS  
TRIP REPORT: ESPĉRITO SANTO & MINAS GERAIS CUSTOM TOUR 

  

our ears from the middle of the flock, our focus suddenly changed. We searched the flock anxiously, looking for 

the source of the calls, hoping at least for a glimpse. When we least expected it, an individual vocalized again, 

this time above our heads ï a Cherry-throated Tanager! Euphoria took over, to the point where I even 

overlooked the fact that I only had my cell phone to record the moment.  

October 30th, at 12:27 pm, the moment that I took a huge weight off my shoulders, the best target of the trip! 

Good views with the binoculars, but I can't say the same about my cell phone. 

  
Fer-de-lance 

  
Trust me, that's the Cherry-throated Tanager in this picture. 

 

Well, mission accomplished ï for the tanager, of course. 

We decided to go to the Kaet®s canopy tower that late afternoon. There was still a chance of seeing a White-

necked Hawk, a Rufous-thighed Kite and a Biscutate Swift, but with the rain it was probably too much to ask for 

a bird of prey or swifts flying around.  

The view from 37 meters up is well worth the climb up the stairs, but the downside is that you might forget some 

of your equipment in the car and must go get it to try to capture one of the rarest migratory birds in the region, 

the Olive-sided Flycatcher. When I got back, it was already gone. 

Since there were no birds flying in the sky, we decided to leave Kaet®s and try to find the Giant Snipe again. So, 

we got in our car and went looking for it. At least it wasn't raining that afternoon, and the snipe was more 

responsive. When it seemed like it was going to get away clean, it took flight and stood very high up, vocalizing 

as if in a display. I think we watched its behavior for about 15 minutes, until we gave up waiting and took 

advantage of the return to try to find the Long-trained Nightjar, which wasn't in its usual spot because of the 

muddy road. All that was left for us was to go have dinner and rest for the next day. 
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The vision of rain in the forest 

  
The Giant Snipe that flew very high 

 

On our last day at the Kaet®s Reserve, we chose to stay only in the canopy tower, but first we had to get to the 

gate. And I confess that it wasn't very easy to get there, as the car slid much more than the day before, and only 

climbed one of the hills after turning off the traction control (that day we had a taste of Sert»es Rally). 

The day was sunnier, and we were able to improve our views of some targets that we had seen earlier on the trip, 

such as Gray-hooded Attila and Rough-legged Tyrannulet. We also saw other non-targets such as Olive-sided 

Flycatcher, Azure-shouldered Tanager, Golden-chevroned Tanager, Gilt-edged Tanager, Rufous-headed 

Tanager, Brassy-breasted Tanager, Sibilant Sirystes and Brown Tanager. Eventually we tried to attract a 

Spotted Bamboowren that was calling near the base of the tower, but it responded by moving further and further 

away, so we left it for later. We even managed to get a new target, a pair of White-necked Hawk fighting in the 

air. And before we left, we heard the Cherry-throated Tanager once more, but very, very far away. 

  
Our car with a little more mud this time 

  
Gray-hooded Attila 


