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Background: my previous visit to Andalucia in March 2018 was highly productive for resident bird 

species, but was too early for summer migrants; I also missed Red-knobbed Coot. Since then I have 

ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΣ ǎƻ L ōƻƻƪŜŘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ !ƭŎŀƭŀ ŘŜ ƭƻǎ DŀȊǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƛŘ-May 2024 and 

ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎōƛƭƭ DǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ /ŀƴǘŜƭƭƻΩǎ ōƻƻƪΦ  Theoretically 

May would be a good time for butterflies, dragonflies and flowers, so they were as much of a focus 

as the birding.  A few geocaches took me to additional sites off the beaten track, and I also made 

daytrips to Gibraltar and Tangier (Morocco). I was targeting a few species rather than trying to 

ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǎƻ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƴŀƴȅ {ŀƭƛƴŀǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ 

waders would swell my numbers. The scarcity of some species came as a surprise though: I had 

expected to be encountering Bee-eaters everywhere but only saw them in the Coto Doñana, and the 

rockscape birds of the Sierra Grazalema such as Black Wheatear, Rock Sparrow and Rock Bunting 

ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ΨōǳƳǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻΩ ƛƴ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƳŜΦ 

References: Dirk Hilbers & John Cantello (2017) Crossbill Guides: Western Andalucia, Crossbill 

Foundation; John Cantello (2024) Birding Cadiz Province, published online as a PDF; Ernest Garcia & 

Andrew Paterson (2008), Where to Watch Birds in Southern & Western Spain third edition, 

Bloomsbury; trip reports from www.cloudbirders.com. 

Trip highlights (lifers in bold): White-headed Duck, Marbled Teal, Little Bittern, Northern Bald Ibis 

(C), Western Swamphen, Red-knobbed Coot, Collared Pratincole, Lesser Kestrel, Rufous Bush-Robin, 

Western Black-eared Wheatear, Western Olivaceous Warbler, Western Orphean Warbler, Great 

http://www.cloudbirders.com/


Reed Warbler, ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ, Common Bulbul, House Bunting, Black-headed Weaver 

(C). 

Itinerary: 

15th May 2024: Castro Marim (Portugal), Huelva, Sevilla; 

16th May 2024: Laguna de Medina, Lagunas de Puerto Real, Alcala de los Gazules, Embalse de Barbate, Alcornocales; 

17th May 2024: Gibraltar, Vejer de la Frontera, Medina Sidonia; 

18th May 2024: Trebujena, Lagunas de Bonanza, Brazo del Este, Alcala de Guadaira; 

19th May 2024: Grazalema area; 

20th May 2024: Tangier (Morocco); 

21st May 2024: Coto Doñana, Area Recreativa Paloma, Tavira (Portugal). 

 

Day by day:  

15th May 2024. A morning flight from Bristol to Faro landed without a hitch, and after picking up a 

tiny hire car I headed east.  First stop was a cave geocache near Moncarapacho e Fuseta, where at 

least 10 Spanish Gatekeeper, 6 Sage Skipper (photo below) and a male Orange-winged Dropwing 

(Trithemis kirbyi) were the first species in my notebook. The journey eastwards along the A-22 

towards the border was enlivened by numerous Iberian (Azure-winged) Magpies, White Storks and 

Wood Pigeons. A stop west of Castro Marim produced incredibly close views of Iberian Magpies and 

a Hoopoe, whilst the nearby Salinas held Avocets and a Greenshank.  After crossing into Spain the 

Iberian Magpies continued along the Autovia in Huelva, along with a flyover Red-rumped Swallow 

and some Glossy Ibises. A Monk Parakeet flew over near Sevilla. 

 



16th May 2024. This was my Lagunas day. It started really well at the Laguna de Medina, where I saw 

more Nightingales than I have seen anywhere before, along with Melodious Warbler, Greater 

Flamingos, Gull-billed Tern, Avocet and various duck species. Western Olivaceous Warbler was the 

main target though, and two eventually showed very well after a bit of hide-and-seek in the 

¢ŀƳŀǊƛǎƪǎ όǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ р ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǎŎƻǇŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀǘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ мр Ƴ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 

the open singing!).  There were several hundred Coot, but all were on the far side of the lagoon and 

ŀ ǎŎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ΨǎŎƻǇŜ ǎƻƻƴ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ wŜŘ-knobbed Coot 

here were close to zero.  

 

¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜƴǘ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΧ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƎǳƴŀǎ ŘŜ tǳŜǊǘƻ wŜŀƭ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ 

water and saw few birds except for innumerable Nightingales and a few Turtle Doves; butterflies 

were remarkably sparse too. One of the tracks heading west from the T-junction became rougher 

and rougher and I was really worried I would ground the hire car, eventually reversing into a slightly 

brash-covered gateway and retreating the way I had come. That reversing led to a puncture, and 

ultimately to a couple of hours in a garage discussing tyre repairs in my very basic Spanish to a 

ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎΦ IŜ ŦƛȄŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǊŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ 

A brief check of the north side of the Embalse de Barbate produced a pair of Ospreys and various 

common butterflies, but no White-rumped Swifts.  Then I took the road into the Alcornocales NP, 

stopping at various spots on the way to the Area Recreativa el Picacho where I eventually tracked 

down some singing ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊǎ.  Once back in Alcala de los Gazules I walked up to 

the top of the town, where 15+ Lesser Kestrels provided an entertaining end to the day. 



17th May 2024. Many British birders fly into Gibraltar and then visit Andalucia, but I only wanted to 

visit Gibraltar briefly to see the monkeys and find a few geocaches. I therefore parked in La Linea de 

Concepcion and walked in across the border, which was all very straightforward. I saw a grand total 

of 15 bird species on The Rock, with a Booted Eagle at Europa Point and some Spotted Flycatchers in 

the Botanic Garden being the minor ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ .ŀǊōŀǊȅ aŀŎŀǉǳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

know why people dislike them so much. Unfortunately the weather was rather drizzly for much of 

the day, so butterfly numbers were low although a Two-tailed Pasha was nice to see. 

 

After walking back across the border from Gibraltar I drove along the coast to Vejer de la Frontera to 

pay my respects to the reintroduced Bald Ibises. They were truly amazing and held good numbers of 

young: I counted 22 adults and 17 juveniles from the roadside shelter opposite their cliff. On my way 

back to Alcala de los Gazules I stopped in Medina Sidonia, where another day ended with good views 

of circling Lesser Kestrels. 

18th May 2024. Bonanza Pools and Brazo del Este were the most memorable sites on my March 2018 

visit to western Andalucia so I was really looking forward to revisiting them.  However, I started the 

day at Trebujena, looking for Rufous Bush-Robin, which performed admirably with three singing 

ƳŀƭŜǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŎƻǇŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ during the first hour of 

daylight.  I parked next to the cemetery and walked NNW along a moderately busy road, with my 

best views coming from a side road to the east.  Although not a lifer, this was my first encounter 

with the western subspecies and my first sighting of the species since a visit to Eilat in 1994! 



At Bonanza Pools, White-headed Duck were as numerous and showy as on my previous visit, whilst 

exciting additions included a 

Marbled Duck, a flypast Little 

Bittern (at long last as this was a 

major bogey bird for me), male 

Black-headed Weaver, a flock of 

Common Waxbills and a couple of 

Western Swamphen.  John Cantello 

had kindly advised me that he had 

seen the Red-knobbed Coot in the 

inlets on the NE corner of the 

lagoon by the Camino Troncosa so I 

spent nearly an hour walking back 

and forth along a short stretch of 

road there looking through gaps in 

the trees and reeds at any patches 

of open water. Eventually it swam 

out of Tamarisks about 25m away 

from me, gave good views of its 

knobs for about a minute, and then 

swam back out of sight. What a 

relief to see this rare and elusive 

bird! The map above shows where I saw it, and that seems to be its favoured area overall. 

Brazo del Este was radically different to my previous March visit, not least in the complete absence 

of Western Swamphens (compared with 80+ in March 2018). Birds seemed remarkably sparse 

overall, but highlights were feeding Spoonbills, reasonable numbers of Collared Pratincole, 2 Purple 

Heron, a male Yellow-ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ DǊŜŀǘ wŜŜŘ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊΦ ! {ŀǾƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ 

ōǊƛŜŦ ǎƴŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ όǳƴǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻƴŦƭƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

than the birds, and included plenty of Northern Banded Groundling (Brachythemis leucosticta) in 

short vegetation (hovering around my legs much of the time) and a few Dark Spreadwing (Lestes 

macrostigma) in one of the wide, shallow ditches, along with Lesser Emperor, Ischnura graelsii, 

Crocothemis erythraea and Sympetrum fonscolombei.  After this I headed to Sevilla to go bouldering.  

19th May 2024. This was my mountain day, and with high hopes of Western Orphean Warbler and 

new butterflies I headed into the Sierra de Grazalema. I chose the Llanos del Endrinal, south-west of 

Grazalema village, for my morning walk, wrongly thinking I would also have time to do the famous 

Llanos de Libar. As it was, the walk took ages because I kept stopping to photograph butterflies and 

flowers, and this site and the adjacent Cueva de las Dos Puertas took up most of the day. Birds were 

slower than expecteŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƻŎƪǎŎŀǇŜΩΣ ōǳǘ L ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŎǊŀǇŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ .ƭŀŎƪ wŜŘǎǘŀǊǘΣ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ 

of Rock Bunting, a Western Subalpine Warbler and a Western Orphean Warbler.  The last of these 

was a lifer for me, and it eventually gave excellent views in an area of open bushes set among 

jumbled limestone boulders, upslope from the flower-rich Llanos area. Woodland on the way up 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ LōŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘƛŦŦŎƘŀŦŦΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊΣ /ǊŜǎǘŜŘ ¢ƛǘΣ {ƘƻǊǘ-toed 

Treecreeper, Coal Tit, Great Tit, Nuthatch and Jay, so increased my trip list substantially. A few 

Crossbill flew over calling as well. 



 

The breathtakingly flower-rich Llanos area also held a reasonable abundance of butterflies, although 

there were far fewer than I had anticipated and it felt as though late May was perhaps still a bit too 

early for butterfly watching in the Grazalema mountains. Spanish Gatekeeper, Spanish Marbled 

White and Sage Skipper were the commonest butterflies, but there were also a couple of Provence 

Orange-tip, a Black-veined White, three Western Dappled White and a few each of Southern Blue 

and Southern Brown Argus.  Diverse flowers included Grazalema Toadflax, Rusty Toadflax, Hedgehog 

Broom, and Lizard, Woodcock & Sawfly Orchids. 

The path back towards Grazalema from the Llanos descended almost to the road, then there was 

another path heading up towards the Cueva de las Dos Puertas. I followed this, primarily to see the 

cave, and struck lucky twice. A vivid orange male Purple-shot Copper on a sparsely vegetated rocky 

ridge was a real surprise, ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΤ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎƭȅ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 

despite good views. A little later, a quiet cough made me turn around in surprise, only to see a 

female Spanish Ibex walking past about 25 metres away, followed shortly afterwards by a youngster. 

On the return journey approaching Alcala de los Gazules, a Western Black-eared Wheatear flew 

across the road. Goodness only knows why this was the only one that I saw all week ς I was 

expecting both that species and Black Wheatear to be easy in the Sierra de Grazalema. 

20th May 2024. The idea of a day trip to Morocco had never entered my mind when I visited 

!ƴŘŀƭǳŎƛŀ ƛƴ нлмуΣ ōǳǘ L ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƎŜƻŎŀŎƘŜǊǎ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƻ ΨōŀƎΩ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

suggested it would be relatively easy. Although both House Bunting and Common Bulbul are now 

possible in Spain, it seemed likely that getting them in Tangier would be easier. I booked foot 



passenger tickets from Tarifa to Tangier and return, and turned up a good hour early for the boat. 

Embarking was indeed straightforward, but I was briefly thrown by the passport checking 

procedures: this takes place on the boat and you need to fill in a form saying who you are and where 

you are going, which is available in the shore office or (as I discovered after a five minute panic) 

onboard as well.  There is a long queue for the passport checking that develops almost as soon as 

the boat leaves Tarifa, and it is worth joining the queue as quickly as possible to avoid delays. 

 

Tangier itself was as spectacular and overwhelming as I had anticipated. I went straight up to the 

Medina (old town), where House Bunting was quickly found, then down to the beach to walk 

eastwards towards what appeared to be an area of saltmarsh. A couple of hedges behind the beach 

were stuffed with migrant birds: 10+ Melodious Warbler, 5+ Nightingale, at least 3 Western 

Olivaceous Warbler which showed really well, and at least one Reed Warbler. The saltmarsh proved 

to be devoid of birds and dragonflies, and rough ground yielded only Clouded Yellow, Long-tailed 

Blue and Bath White. No doubt there are other butterflies and dragonflies to be found somewhere 

in the area, but the potential non-9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ L ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƛǎŜΦ 

Wandering the back streets westwards towards the Medina produced African Blue Tit and 

eventually a flock of four Common Bulbul ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƻŜǘƛŘ ǎŜǿŀƎŜ ΨǊƛǾŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǊŜƭƛŎǘ ǇŀǊƪΦ CƛƴŘƛƴƎ 

this species in Tangier certainly proved tricky! I enjoyed some Moroccan food and bought souvenirs 

for my family, then boarded the 15:00 ferry back to Tarifa.  The daytrip was straightforward and was 

culturally fascinating, and my Morocco bird list now stands at 21 species. 

21st May 2024. A late evening flight from Faro gave me the chance to visit the famous Coto Doñana 

on my way out of Andalucia. It lived up to my expectations, albeit not in a good way: the Laguna del 

Acubuche was totally dry and the publicly accessible areas were far from the bird-filled paradise 

which the hype suggests. To be honest, I had mentally written off the Coto Doñana as somewhere 

largely inaccessible and only really good for viewing big wetland birds. I had hoped to see lots of 

Bee-eaters however, but apart from a few on the road to the Acebuche Visitor Centre even they 

were absent, the Iberian Magpies in the carpark only slightly compensating. Red-rumped Swallows 

and my only Cuckoo of the trip were a little more exciting. 

Next stop was the Area Recreative de Palomas, primarily for geocaching although it also produced 

Iberian Green Woodpecker and 3 Woodlark. Even better was a stream by the carpark which held my 



lifer Orthetrum brunneum (Southern Skimmer) and Calopteryx haemorrhoidalis (Copper Demoiselle), 

alongside Onychogomphus forcipatus. Finally, after crossing back into Portugal, I added Little Tern to 

the trip list near Tavira. 

Trip list: based on Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2014. IOC World Bird List (v 4.4). Doi 

10.14344/IOC.ML.4.4.  http://www.worldbirdnames.org/ with updates to 2024.  Total: 108 species 

plus 6 Category C (Northern Bald Ibis, Feral Pigeon, Monk Parakeet, Black-headed Weaver, Yellow-

crowned Bishop & Common Waxbill) and 2 heard only ({ŀǾƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ϧ Eurasian Wren).  Subspecies 

identification was based on field notes, Handbook of the Birds of the World and other literature, 

although some identifications are based solely on range. 

Ducks, Geese & Swans Family Anatidae  

Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna - Laguna de Medina. 

Gadwall Anas strepera strepera - Laguna de Medina. 

Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris - 1 Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina - Laguna de Medina; Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Common Pochard Aythya ferina - Lagunas de Bonanza. 

White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala - numerous at Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Pheasants and allies Family Phasianidae 

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa intercedens - Lagunas de Puerto Real; ad & juvs Alcala de Guadaira.  

Grebes Family Podicipedidae  

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis ruficollis - Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Flamingos Family Phoenicopteridae 

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus - Laguna de Medina; Brazo del Este. 

Storks Family Ciconiidae 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia ciconia - A22 Portugal; Alcala de los Gazules, Vejer de la Frontera and occasional elsewhere in 
Andalucia; 1 Tangier (Morocco). 

Ibises & Spoonbills Family Threskiornithidae  

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus - Huelva; Laguna de Medina; Lagunas de Bonanza. 

C Northern Bald Ibis Geronticus eremita - 39+ Vejer de la Frontera. 

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia leucorodia - Brazo del Este. 

Herons & Bitterns Family Ardeidae  

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus minutus - a male in flight and later heard calling at Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax nycticorax - 2 Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis - Huelva area; 1 Tangier (Morocco). 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea cinerea - 1 Brazo del Este. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea purpurea - 2 Brazo del Este. 

Ospreys Family Pandionidae 

Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus haliaetus - 2 near north end of Embalse de Barbate. 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles Family Accipitridae  

Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus fulvus - Alcala de los Gazules; El Picacho; Grazalema. 

Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus - 1 Laguna de Medina. 

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus - 1 Gibraltar; 1 Brazo del Este; 1 Grazalema. 

http://www.worldbirdnames.org/


Black Kite Milvus migrans migrans - Sevilla; Laguna de Medina. 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo buteo - 1 over the autovia near Jerez. 

Rails, Crakes & Coots Family Rallidae  

Western Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio - 2 Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus chloropus - Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra atra - Laguna de Medina; Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata - 1 Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Stilts & Avocets Family Recurvirostridae  

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus - Laguna de Medina; Brazo del Este. 

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta - Castro Marim (Portugal); 2 Laguna de Medina; Tavira (Portugal). 

Plovers Family Charadriidae  

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius curonicus - Laguna de Medina; 2 Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Sandpipers & Snipes Family Scolopacidae  

Common Redshank Tringa totanus - 16 Brazo del Este. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia - 1 Castro Marim (Portugal). 

Coursers & Pratincoles Family Glareolidae 

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola pratincola -10+ Brazo del Este. 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers Family Laridae  

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus - Brazo del Este. 

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis michahellis - seen widely in Andalucia and largely ignored; Gibraltar; Tangier 
(Morocco). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus graelsii - 1 Tangier (Morocco). 

Little Tern Sternula albifrons albifrons - Tavira (Portugal). 

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica nilotica - 1 Laguna de Medina. 

Pigeons & Doves Family Columbidae  

C Feral Rock Dove Columba livia - widely seen in urban and suburban areas; Gibraltar; Tangier (Morocco). 

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus palumbus - A22 Portugal etc; Tangier (Morocco). 

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto - commonplace in Andalucia; Gibraltar; Tangier (Morocco). 

European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur turtur - Lagunas de Puerto Real; heard near Alcala de los Gazules. 

Cuckoos Family Cuculidae 

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus bangsi - 1 Coto Doñana. 

Owls Family Strigidae 

Little Owl Athene noctua vidalii - 1 Grazalema. 

Swifts Family Apodidae 

Common Swift Apus apus apus - Laguna de Medina; Alcala de los Gazules; Gibraltar. 

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus brehmorum - Castro Marim (Portugal); Sevilla; Trebujena; Alcala de Guadaira; Tangier (Morocco). 

Bee-eaters Family Meropidae 

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster - a few in Coto Doñana. 

Hoopoes Family Upupidae 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops epops - Castro Marim (Portugal); Lagunas de Bonanza; heard occasionally in Andalucia but 
less frequent than expected. 

 



Woodpeckers Family Picidae  

Iberian Green Woodpecker Picus sharpei - 1 Area Recreative de Palomas. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major hispanus - El Picacho. 

Caracaras & Falcons Family Falconidae  

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus tinunculus - Gibraltar; a few in Andalucia. 

Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanii - 15+ Alcala de los Gazules; 15+ Medina Sidonia; one of the great pleasures of visiting the 
Pueblos Blancos of Andalucia. 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus brookei - Gibraltar. 

Parrots Family Psittacidae 

C Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus - 1 over the autovia near Sevilla. 

Shrikes Family Laniidae  

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator rutilans - 1 Embalse de Barbate; 1 Alcala de Guadaira; 1 Alcala de los Gazules; 1 Tangier 
(Morocco); Coto Doñana. 

Crows & Jays Family Corvidae 

Iberian Magpie Cyanopica cooki - A22 Portugal; Castro Marim (Portugal); autovia Huelva; Coto Doñana. 

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica melanotos - Castro Marim (Portugal). 

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius fasciatus - Alcala de los Gazules; Grazalema. 

Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax erythroramphos - Grazalema. 

Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula spermologus - Andalucia; Tangier (Morocco). 

Northern Raven Corvus corax hispanus - El Picacho. 

Tits & Chickadees Family Paridae  

Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus ogliastrae - El Picacho; Grazalema; Gibraltar. 

African Blue Tit Cyanistes teneriffae ultramarinus - 2 Tangier (Morocco). 

Great Tit Parus major corsus - Grazalema. 

Coal Tit Periparus ater vieirae - Grazalema. 

Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus weingoldii - El Picacho; Grazalema; Area Recreative de Palomas. 

Larks Family Alaudidae  

Woodlark Lullula arborea - 3 Area Recreative de Palomas. 

Crested Lark Galerida cristata pallida - Castro Marim (Portugal); widespread in Andalucia. 

Bulbuls Family Pycnotidae 

Common Bulbul Pycnotus barbatus barbatus - 4 Tangier (Morocco). 

Swallows & Martins Family Hirundinidae  

Sand Martin Riparia riparia riparia - 1 over the autovia near Jerez. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica rustica - widespread but not as numerous as expected in Andalucia. 

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum - Alcala de los Gazules and scattered elsewhere. 

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica rufula - 1 over the autovia near Huelva; Coto Doñana. 

Cettia Bush Warblers Family Cettiidae 

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti cetti - Laguna de Medina; Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Bushtits Family Aegithalidae 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus irbii - El Picacho. 

Leaf Warblers Family Phylloscopidae 

²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli - 2 El Picacho; Grazalema. 



Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus - 1 singing near Grazalema. 

Reed Warblers Family Acrocephalidae 

Great Reed Warbler - Acrocephalus arundinaceus arundinaceus - several heard and 1 seen Brazo del Este. 

Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus - 2 Laguna de Medina; Lagunas de Bonanza; Brazo del Este; 1 Tangier 
(Morocco). 

Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta - Laguna de Medina; 10+ Tangier (Morocco). 

Western Olivaceous Warbler Iduna opaca - 3 Laguna de Medina; 3+ Tangier (Morocco). 

Grassbirds Family Locustellidae 

H Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides - heard briefly at Brazo del Este. 

Cisticolas Family Cisticolidae 

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis cisticola - Castro Marim (Portugal); Laguna de Medina; Vejer de la Frontera; Trebujena. 

Sylviid Babblers Family Sylviidae  

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla - Gibraltar; Grazalema. 

Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata - Grazalema; Coto Doñana. 

Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans iberiae - singing male near Grazalema. 

Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis hortensis - singing male near Grazalema. 

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala melanocephala - Laguna de Medina; Gibraltar. 

Goldcrests & Kinglets Family Regulidae 

Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla ignicapilla - 1 El Picacho; 1 Grazalema. 

Wrens Family Troglodytidae  

H Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes - heard at El Picacho; heard near Grazalema. 

Nuthatches Family Sittidae 

European Nuthatch Sitta europaea hispaniensis - Grazalema. 

Treecreepers Family Certhiidae 

Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla megarhynchos - 1 near Grazalema. 

Starlings Family Sturnidae  

Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor - Castro Marim (Portugal); Alcala de los Gazules; Trebujena; Gibraltar; Tangier (Morocco). 

Thrushes Family Turdidae  

Common Blackbird Turdus merula merula - Laguna de Medina; Gibraltar; Tangier (Morocco). 

Chats & Flycatchers Family Muscicapidae 

Rufous-tailed Scrub-robin Cercotrichs galactotes galactotes - 3 singing male NNW of Trebujena. 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata striata - El Picacho; Gibraltar. 

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca - 1 female Tangier (Morocco). 

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos megarhynchos - Laguna de Medina; Lagunas de Puerto Real; heard at El 
Picacho; 5+ Tangier (Morocco). 

Western Black-eared Wheatear - Oenanthe hispanica - 1 near Alcala de los Gazules. 

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros gibraltariensis - Grazalema. 

European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola rubicola - Laguna de Medina; Alcala de los Gazules. 

Old World Sparrows & Snowfinches Family Passeridae  

House Sparrow Passer domesticus balaeoibericus - Gibraltar; widespread in Andalucia; Tangier (Morocco). 

Weavers & Widowbirds Family Ploceidae 

C Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer - male at Brazo del Este. 



C Black-headed Weaver Ploceus melanocephalus - male at Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Waxbills & Munias Family Estrilidae 

C Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild - c15 at Lagunas de Bonanza. 

Wagtails & Pipits Family Motacillidae  

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae - Bonanza farmlands; Brazo del Este. 

Finches Family Fringillidae  

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs coelebs - El Picacho. 

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris aurantiiventris - 1 Laguna de Medina; Gibraltar; Coto Doñana. 

Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra ΨhispanaΩ - a few near Grazalema. 

Common Linnet Linaria cannabina mediterranea - Vejer de la Frontera; Brazo del Este. 

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis parva - Sevilla; Laguna de Medina. 

European Serin Serinus serinus - Laguna de Medina; Trebujena. 

Buntings Family Emberizidae 

House Bunting Emberiza sahari sahari - Tangier Medina (Morocco). 

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra calandra - Lagunas de Puerto Real; Embalse de Barbate; Alcala de los Gazules. 

Rock Bunting Emberiza cia cia - 1 pair near Grazalema. 

 

Mammals: based on Mammal Watching Master List (www.mammalwatching.com). Total: 3 species. 

Rabbit Family Leporidae  

European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus - Laguna de Medina. 

Bovid Family Bovidae 

Spanish Ibex Capra pyrenaica - adult and lamb near La Cueva de las Dos Puertas, Grazalema. 

Old World Monkey Family Cercopithecidae 

C Barbary Macaque Macaca sylvanus - c30 on Gibraltar. 

   

http://www.mammalwatching.com/


Butterflies: based on European Butterfly Group list, from EBG ~ Species (european-
butterflies.org.uk).  Total: 27 species. 

HESPERIIDAE 

Marbled Skipper Carcharodus lavatherae - 2 Grazalema (photo below). 

  

Sage Skipper Muschampia proto - 6 Moncarapacho e Fuseta (Portugal); abundant Grazalema (photo above). 

Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon - 1 El Picacho. 

PAPILLIONIDAE 

Common Swallowtail Papilio machaon - Brazo del Este; Grazalema. 

Iberian Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides feisthamelii - Grazalema. 

PIERIDAE 

Provence Orange-tip Anthocharis euphenoides - 1 male & 1 female near Grazalema (photo below). 

  

Western Dappled White Euchloe crameri - 3 near Grazalema (photo above). 

Black-veined White Aporia crataegi - 1 near Grazalema (photo below). 

Small White Artogeia rapae - Lagunas de Puerto Real; Embalse de Barbate; Tangier. 

Bath White Pontia daplidice - Embalse de Barbate; Brazo del Este; Tangier. 

Clouded Yellow Colias crocea - Lagunas de Puerto Real; Embalse de Barbate; La Linea; Tangier; Area Recreative de Palomas. 

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni - a few on Gibraltar. 

Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra - 1 male El Picacho. 

LYCAENIDAE 

Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas - Grazalema. 

http://www.european-butterflies.org.uk/species.html
http://www.european-butterflies.org.uk/species.html


Purple-shot Copper Lycaena alciphron - 1 subsp, gordius near La Cueva de la dos Puertas, Grazalema. 

Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi - 2 north of Embalse de Barbate. 

Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus - 1 Lagunas de Puerto Real; Gibraltar; Tangier. 

  

Southern Brown Argus Aricia cramera - 1 Brazo del Este (photo above); Grazalema. 

Southern Common Blue Polyommatus celina - Grazalema. 

NYMPHALIDAE 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta - Tangier. 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui - Embalse de Barbate. 

Two-tailed Pasha Charaxes jasius - 1 on Gibraltar. 

Speckled Wood Lasiommata megera - El Picacho; Gibraltar; Tangier. 

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera - Grazalema. 

Spanish Gatekeeper Pyronia bathseba - 10 Moncarapacho e Fuseta (Portugal); El Picacho (photo below); Grazalema; Area 
Recreative de Palomas. 

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina - Embalse de Barbate. 

Spanish Marbled White Melanargia ines - Grazalema (photo below). 

  

 

  



Dragonflies. Total: 10 species. 

CALOPTERIGIDAE 

Copper Demoiselle Calopteryx haemorhoidalis - 4 Area Recreative de Palomas (photo below). 

LESTIDAE 

Dark Spreadwing Lestes macrostigma - 5+ in a wide ditch at Brazo del Este. 

COENAGRIONIDAE 

Iberian Bluetail Ischnura graelsii - Brazo del Este. 

AESHNIDAE 

Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope - Brazo del Este. 

  

GOMPHIDAE 

Small Pincertail Onychogomphus forcipatus - 2 Area Recreative de Palomas (photo above). 

LIBELLUIDAE 

Northern Banded Groundling Brachythemis leucostigma - plentiful at Brazo del Este (photo below). 

Broad Scarlet Crocothemis erythraea - Brazo del Este. 

Southern Skimmer Orthetrum brunneum - 1 male Area Recreative de Palomas. 

Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombei - 1 female Embalse de Barbate; Brazo del Este. 

Orange-winged Dropwing Trithemis kirbyi - 1 male near Moncarapacho e Fuseta (Portugal). 

  



Selected Flowers 

  

Aphyllanthes mospelliensis - Grazalema        Bartsia trixago - Los Alcornocales 

 

   

Cardoon Cynara cardunculus - Los Alcornocales       Hedgehog Broom Echinospartum boisieri - Grazalema 

 



   

Halimium atriplicifolium - Lagunas de Puerto Real       Lizard Orchid Himantoglossum hircinum - Grazalema 

       

  

Rusty Toadflax Linaria aeruginea - Grazalema       Grazalema Toadflax Linaria platycalyx - Grazalema 



  

Nepeta tuberosa - Laguna de Medina         Woodcock Orchid Ophrys scolopax - Grazalema 

 

  

Sawfly Orchid Ophrys tenthredinifera - Grazalema                Heart-shaped Tongue-orchid Serapias vomeracea - Alcornocales.
       


