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Introduction

In 3weeks,tour we recorded staggering95species of birds, which is unprecedented by similar tours!!!
Many thanks to Wouter Faveyts, who had to bail out because of work related matters, but was a big
inspiration while planning the trip. Thetarling team, especially Johannes Jansen for careful planning
and adjusting matters to our needs. Last but not the least Bolormunkh aka Bogi and his crew of
dedicated people The really did theintmost best to make this trip one of the best ever.
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Map of travelled route. The blue line represents our transfer by road from Ulaanbadatdnzadgad
Practicalities

Transport
We traveled with Aeroflot from Brussels to Ulaanbaatar (UB) via Moscow and the same route (albeit

reverse of course) on the return journey. Part of the group left on Mdy th7arrive early in the
morning on May 18 andtwo other team members arrived on May 19 Due to delays in Brussels, the

first party had to rush in Moscow to catch the flight to UB. As expected, the luggage was delayed until
19", which was luckily edg retrieved upon arrival of the remainirigio people. So no delays.

In the airport we met people that were there for theif” ®onsecutive day, hoping their lost luggage
would arrive (1)

Russian UAZ, 4x4, simple mechanics, high cearance, Ioeffep@eople and luggage and got us
everywhere we wanted to be

In Mongolia we were transported by UAZ vans with faineel drive and excellent crossuntry
properties. The roads in Mongolia require cross country capabilities. In Mongolia pettioins are
found quite easily, even in smaller towns. But even so our drivers brought a sufficient amount of fuel in
a reserve tank.



Paved roads are virtually negxistent in Mongolia at or to the best birding spots, making it tough and

tiring to travelespecially when it had rained or at the wettest parts of valleys. But the drivers did their
utmost best to reach each place in the best possible way. The vans broke down now and then, but
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Accommodation

We slept mostly in tents. First night was spent a hotel in UB. And then it was a mix between gers or
yurts and camping at locations good for birding either on the spot or tactically chosen for birding
nearby the nat day. We helped setting up tents wherever possible to give a peace of mind for the

crew and to allow them to focus on preparing e.g. dinner or other things for us.

We had even ashoweringtent, albeit it was not often useful because of the cold morniagsl

evenings (and we were birding mostly). One sunny afternoon in the Khurkh Valley was declared as
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Last night was spent in a spacious, modern hotel in UB.

Camping

A ger or yurt, very comfortable accommodatiarwhichMongoliannomadic have been living for
thousands of yearg®One of the touristesortsin the Gobi

Weather

/ 2YLIF NBR (G2 | W.St3IALYyQ OtAYIGS Al ran®DSswSHRitini 2 065
Mongolia it was rather windy on most days, which is typical of spring apparently. Howevel,geé a

tanned during sunny periods and nights and mornings were often cold with some nights resulting in

frost on the tents. Dayswhensinny-g SNBX 2F 4GSy 61 NY Ay az2y3J2tAl o L
out birding, except for one of the last days in the Khurkh Valley wheaired a good part of the

afternoon. We enjoyed the time for resting and catching up some sleep.



Money
Bogihad arranged some Mongolian currency (tbgrdg) for us for buying soft drinks and ice cream at
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Health and safety

We encountered no real health problems or safetpljems at all. But due to the somewhat colder
climate (for being the end of May) and the fact that the weather was changing all the time, most crew
members were soon catching a cold. This resulted in a sneezing, coughing or shivering party of Belgians
trying to find Blackilled Capercaillie and Hazel Grouse in a taiga forest with no.trbi&€ a good
combination ;)

There were very few mosquitoes throughout and if present, they were hardly of any nuisance.

Most of the tour was in remote areas with noegtical facilities or hospitals. Please ensure that you
have all the necessary medication that you require for your travels.
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done on foot and required wking for several hours at a time. The walking effort during the main tour

was mostly easy to moderate, although there were several optional strenuous hikes in the Khentii
Mountains in search of BlagkA f £t SR / I LISNOIF Af f A SX

Food

The crew preparedn excellent variety of meals 3 times a day. Each time we were amazed by the
choice of vegetables (Mongolianpparently eat hardly any greenand the taste was incredible. There
was never any shortage of food or hot/cold drinks. Excellent cook andaagsisiok!

Bottled water was provided and sometimes also well water was the replacement when we were further
afield from towns.

Visa
We arranged visas via the Mongolian embassy in Brussels before our departure. The cost was around
Tne LISNI LISNE2Y ®

Plaming
The best experiences are those yoannot imagine before you get thereThere remains a lot to

discover in Mongolia, even on the walhvelled route we planned together witBtarling Reizenour

Bdgian ground agent. By adjusting to the local conditions: weather, presence or absence of birds,
O2yRAGA2ya 2F (GKS NRIRaxX SGOX hdz2NJ 3dzZARS . 234 RAR
to visit or by listening to our demands. If one thirlgesides many other positiveBogi is very flexible

and an amazing planner and navigator.

The crew of 6 Mongolianspoke barely a word of English, but even so, we tried to communicate via
simple words and with the help of Bogi, it was enjoyable company.

Electricity

Ly a2y32fAl (GKS LRoSN L daa FyR a201S4a IINB 27F
standard voltage is 220 and the standard frequency is B.

As we were often remote, it was handy to have a 12V adapter to charge phonleatteries for

cameras while driving. Depending on your needs of battery power, bring sufficient power bank power

or rechargeable batteries. Read more at therldstandard website.
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at most places to get access to your melahta. 8V cardsare widely available at reasonable cost.


https://www.starlingreizen.be/home/
https://www.worldstandards.eu/electricity/plug-voltage-by-country/

Visited sites

Below is a list of the sites we birded. Not a lot of information can be found in books about sites to visit
in Mongolia.
To gather additional informatiomwww.cloudbirders.conwas consulted for bird trip reports. These
were the most useful reports, some of which contain a good list of species seen to get an idea of what
to expect:

- Gail Mackiernan

- Malmaeus

- Berlijn

- Shirihai
Books dealing with the avifauna of Mongolia sensu stricto were at the time of our preparation for the
trip not available. We used ¢éhCentral Asia and Ea&sia book from the Helm series and the Collins
Bird Guide to the birds of Britain and Europ& @ition) was also helpful of course.
However, now there are not 1 but 2 books available on birds of Mongolia:

- Birds of Mongolidby Sundev G. & Leahy C. ISBN13: 9780691138824

- Field guide to the Biis of Mongolisby Ganbold D. & Smith C. ISBN13: 9781912081042

Tuul River Valley and fields near Ulaanbaatar airport

Birded early morning hours till noon in the vicinity of the Mongolica Hotel and later in the afternoon
near the UB Power plant avdastewater treatment plant.

Highlights:A Fieldfare (for UB area good bird),-80b I dzY | y y Q Athe orifyBlHzktltoated -and
2 KAGSQa ank& Stidmg&ySadbeit searching at other places as well the dmiggtailed
Rosefinchega pair)of the trip. Also 1¢ N& & (G NJ Y @fiich prolzgdielsiva, Yellow-breasted
Buntingand the onlyWeadow Buntingfor the trip. Japanese Sparrowhawdénd Peregrine Falcowere
other noteworthy sightings for UB area.

On and near a small lake near the power plant bptld A y KaddPir-ailed Snipewere found, an
Ospreyand the F'fly-overAsian Dowitcherand a lot ofCitrine and Eastern Yellow Wagtailwere seen.
On the morning of % day many thrushes had moved on, but a figshur Falconand a migrating
White-throated Needletailwere noted.

Dalanzadgad area in the Gobi Desert

Several plantationand small wetlands were visited while travelling in a NW direction.
Poor numbers of migrants on the ground because of exddypenedafter a big storm hit the region
days before we arrived.

St

Small oasién the Gobi Desert near one of the plantations we visited.

3 st‘ g7
In Mongolia fences are put up to
keep the cattle out, rather than in

Nonetheless good species were found: migrating groofp83 and later 330riental Honeybuzzards
Japanese Sparrowhawla possible male and femaRedbreasted Flycatche(possibly new species for


http://www.cloudbirders.com/tripreport/query?area=Ethiopia
https://www.cloudbirders.com/be/download?filename=MACKIERNAN_Mongolia_06_2018.pdf
http://www.club300.se/Files/TravelReports/Altai2007_MM.pdf
https://nas.sterren.frl/Apache/doc/doc00283.pdf
http://mongoliabird.blogspot.com/2015/03/the-ultimate-expedition-across.html
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691138824/birds-of-mongolia
https://www.bookdepository.com/Field-Guide-Birds-Mongolia-Dorj-Ganbold/9781912081042

Mongolial) amongst manyaiga Flycatchers SeveraBiberian RubythroatsWhite-crowned Penduline
Titsand aGodiS ¢ & { A Q & A LitteyOivianf Mlongolian Shorttoed Larkswere seen on the road.

Shivee Am gorge
Chinese and Himalayan Beautiful Rosefinchethe onlyAsian House Martingnd a coupleo¥ 2 af 2 3Qa
Accentors

Yolyn Am gorge
Altai Snowcockwas surprisingly easy to find. A very p8aker Falcorof the subspeciesnulvipes

severalY 2 a f ah@BRodvn Accentors A pair of matingVallcreepers displayingGolden Eaglesnd
many Himalayan Griffon Vulturesvere overhead. A lone and briefly simg Sulphurbellied Warbler
was founddeep in thegorge. At our GercampGreynecked Buntingand Mongolian Finchwas seen.

Steppes in the Gobi

Grassy hills and valleys with no trees within sight for hundreds of kms. Highlights undoubtedly included
at least 3 maleOriental Plovers seen with their petrelike display flight.

Small windswept shrubs and bushes held many migraAtdarge group of migratin@riental Honey
Buzzardsand another Ospreywas a good bird for the area.

Steppes just before traesert gets dry, habitat for the enigmatic Oriental Plover

Road to Khongory Els

What was supposed to be a brief stop for shopping and gas turned into a chase for getting good
pictures of aChinese GrosbeakA migrantPaddyfield Warblemgave good views as welGreater Sand
Plover, manyt | f f | 8 Q dahd/32 H BF &5 8& 2 y Q a wdbeN@uddy RnotiMdr 8530r so
Oriental Honey Buzzardsere of note as well.

Khongory Els
Brief stops at first an oasis and later just along our route prodiRadrian Starlingand Steppe Great

Grey Shrike Saxual Sparrowproved a bit difficult to find, but eventually a few were noted east of the
bridge and later the next day near a cliff. Asian Desert Warblewas also noteworthy.

Khongory Els sand dunes with (degraded) saxual forest in front. Habitat for the localized Saxual
{LI NNRg> LaloSttAYyS { KNR

Bayanug Sum gorge
Many Lesser Kestreldirst good looks aHill Pigensand a loneEurasian Eagle Owdere highlights.




Orog Nuur
Many waterbirds in big numbersEurasian BitterpnWhite-naped Crane40+ Great Blackeaded Gulls

Eastern Marsh Harriemany marsh terns. A feBrown-headed Gullsvere noted.
Probablet | f SFiskiRaglé & aSSy> odzi K2¢fAy3ad 6AyR LINBOSYyidSR

Kholbog Nuur
2 adultRelict Gulls severalt I £ f 4 Q& DNJ a & i [tdeISpea, Dark-siidf F&ydaiher

many species of terns, gulls and shorebirds with AsSan Dowitchersdisplaying, Pacific Golden
Plovers Marsh Sandpiperfirst Rednecked Stints both Greater andLesser Sand PloverBroadbilled
Sandpiperand Rednecked Phalarope TwolLongtailed Duckswere unexpected, but nice find!

Khangai Mountains

Undoubted highght here was a pair dvhite-i K N2 I 4§ SR 6 | 2 R AilBw @&dude manyza K OK | {
raptors with the onlyEastern Imperial Eaglas highlight.

We camped in theSouthern foothills of Khangia mountain and next morning we found nearby an

9 BSNX I YV QdreevafdOivabadkdd Pipitsand the firstRed Crossbillfor the trip.  On one of

the higher pointswe found after a long search a maledzt RSy & i | R @@ & pav SfRI@&i( | NI
Accentors but better views would have been nice.
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Khangai Mountains ithe early morning light

Orkhon River and taiga forests near Ovérhangay and Arhangay

A first attempt atBlackbilled Capercaillieproved successful with a displaying, albeit difficult to see
male. A mammal highlight here was 18kai Wapiti.

Ortolan Bunting and Threetoed Woodpeckemwere also nice bonus species. In a gk landscape a
brief stop was made and provided good views of mOréolan and manyPine Buntings A pair of Rock
Thrusheswas also nice.

Raddes Warbleand lots of othephylloscs warblerincludingDusky t | £ {1 daYQSx@low-browed,
Arctic, Greenishand Two-barred Greenishwere found in willow tickets near the second camp. Raptors
includedSteppeand Greaterspotted and Booted Eagles

Baikal Bullfinchas a bonus and mar§iberian Rubythroatsand Redflanked Bluetailssinging along.
Woodpeckers include@reyheaded Black Threetoed andLesselSpotted

Ogii Nuur

On the way to Ogii Nuur a plateau was crossed with nmene5 | @ ASRo@finches and Mongolian
Larks Raptors included man$teppe Eaglesand Upland Buzzards 4000 White-winged Ternsin
breeding plumage, 10s of (i S 2 y Scb@rblEltt one Velvet Scoter mixed in (2° record for
Mongolia!), a summer plumageBllackthroated Diver, many other waterbirdsnicluding a couple of
Redbreasted Merganses, FalcatedDucks Again & Relict Gullsand Brown-headed Gulland a male
and femalePiedHarrier. A loneHenHarrierwas also seen.

An elusive immature | £ fFIskE&gEewas seen by only one member of the group while watching a
pair ofRelictGulls



Bayan Nuur
A shallow lake with lots of reeds and again a completely different setting. Highlights herdPalere

Martin along withSandMartin. t I f fReedBRdtingof sdzo a LIS GBARSAEM&Kgolian Buntingwas
difficult to find. SeveraDriental ReedWarblersand at dusk and dawn several singindg A £ &nd y Q a
Brown-cheeked Railand Spotted Crakeswere heard, not seen... SingiR@addyfieldWarblersin the

reeds, whibt also held elusivBeardedReedlings

EasternSpotbilled -, Falcated and White-headed DuckmanySwanand Bar-headed Gees&vere good
wildfowl. ManyWhite-naped Craneseven with small chicks, while others were still breeding. Several
AsianDowitchers, EasternBlacktailed Godwitsand Marsh Sandpiperwere shorebirds highlights.

Bayan Nuur with its extensive reedbeds and marshy edges

Terelj National Park

LYAGAlrfte LINBOSR | fAGGES RAALFLIIRAY(GAY IChidesel Ky 2
Bush Warblers, Bladklled Capercaillie or Ural Owl.

But we found our only (albeit briefpiberianJayin a large group of alarmingpotted Nutcrackers No

SbeNR Iy ¢ AGa&a dNerthednSosha@vhrgsReen flyihng above the woods.

We had b move to another site to find what proved the best spot Riackbilled Capercailliewith

(finally) several displaying males in the vicinity of the camp. At least in the early morning.

In a secluded deciduous woodland we found a cooperative MakelGrouse

o

Terelj National Park, at the edge of the taiga forest coming down from Siberia, covering most of the
north of Mongolia

Ulaanbaatar towards Khurkh Valley
HazelGrouse Ural Owl and Willow Grousewere seen each by some members of the group at a stop
site hoping for early Chinese Bush Warblersaig X y 2y SGKSf Saa ¢St ¢2NIK (K

Khurkh Valley and Khurkh Bird Observatory
The whole valley was worthwhile the visit at the end of the trip. Tioneelax while having camp near
the bird observatory.



Many highlightsGreat Bustardsssp.dybowskidisplaying, 5 species of crang@ommon, Demoiselle,

White-naped, Hooded and Siberian Cranglots of Amur and Saker FalconsWhite-tailed Eagle
another pair ofPiedHarriers severalChineseBushWarblers 2 SiberianBlue Robin 2 Yellowrumped

Flycatchers JapaneseQuail, many other warblers with good sightings of agait f fdradsQapper
and several hickbilled Warblers

One evening mEurgeanNightjar was found hawking near camp.

YKdZN] K zFttSe SydNl yOSs odzi O2dA R 08

West of Bayanmod

Last night in a tent in a quiet place near the edge of a taiga forest. MiaeBuntings severalChinese
Bush Warblers and finally a good albeit brief sighting of LaanceolatedWarbler for a few lucky
observers.

Gungaluut Nuur
A small party oRednecked Stintdogether with Little Stint provided a nice comparison. On the lake a

few FalcatedDucksandStejnege d { O2 (G S NA

Mongolia, land of the great vistas, here in the steppe at Bayan Nuur in the evening, after a rainstorm
had passed



Day to day itinerary

Friday 17/05¢ Saturday 18/05/2019

Friday morning Joost, Mark, Paul, Mallorcan/American Daniel and Miguel flew from Brussels via
Moscow to Ulaanbaatar. The first flight took off with a delay of about 1,5h. So to make the transfer in
Moscow airport, we had to run to cataurflighttoUld y o I | { | NJ la | O02yaSsSldsSy(
make itto Ulaanbaataon that first day.

Early in the morning we arrived at the Chinggis Khaan International airport in Ulaanbaatar. We were
met by our local guide Bogi and his crew. Togethedrove to a hotel along the Tuul River on the edge

of the busy capital. Birding started pretty much upon arrival, we were at the Tuul River, some 10kms
outside Ulaanbaatar. Near the hotel there is some remaining riparian woodland along the river which
attracts lots of migrants. It was overcast and around zero degrees celcius with an extra fresh breeze.
Due to the lost luggage, some in the group were not quite dresgetb it. Despite the cold wind we
observed many good species and good numbers of riagrahrushes. Some of the more remarkable
observations:Azure Tit manyEyeBrowedZz b | dz¥, IDysiyQBlackThroated and RedThroated
Thrush, several Siberian Rubythroats, Lon@ailed RosefinchlLesser Spottedand White-backed
Woodpeckers, WhiteCrowred Penduline Tit, Woodcocknd 12 KA 1 S Qa ¢ K NHza K

From top left Blackthroated, Reeli KNB | G SRZ bl dzYl yyQa |y
A sizeable flock ofittle Buntingscontaineda male summer plumagedellow-Breasted Bunting a

Meadow Bunting aBlackFaced Buntingnd one brieft NJ&A & (i NI Y.(Meanwhile/wie njoged the

first Taiga Flycatcheraurian JackdawsDusky WarbleE S (i O-dverJapanébé Sparrowhawlose

. 23AAQ& SyiUuKdzaAlIaYy airAyoS AlG sl & F fAFSNI F2N KAYD

After lunch we drove to a small wetland in a very industrial area near Power plant number 4 on the
westside of UB.Good number of waterfowl and waders there includi@lcated DuckFerriginous
Duck { ¢ A Yy Kan&Riwailed Snipesideby-side in a ditchLongToed Stint one Asian Dowitcher
Swan GoosgmanyCitrine and Eastern Yellow Wagtailandt | f | &-Buatings S&Rise of the



day at that location was a@sprey No sign of the reported Baikal Teal though. Goal was set for the
tripwhenBogigy 2 dzy OSR GKI G Fo62dzi tp &ALISOASEA ¢g2dAZ R o
4SS wmnns 6SQR 06S ONBI1AYy3d NBO2NRaX® 2§ SyRS
Bart flew from Brussels via Moscow airport. And later took the planglsmnbaatar. No rush for
them, luckily.

S |
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Migrating male Yellowbreasted bunting

Sunday 19/05/2019

Bart and Filip arrived in the early morning. With them also the luggage of the others flew in from
Moscow. Plan was to start the long trip to the southéown Dalanzadgad after breakfast. However

the road south was blocked because of a snowstorm in the Gobly to be opened after 11h.

That gave us time to show our nwarrived friends some ahe goodies around the hotelThis time,

in a more comfortable warm outfit. 2 S RARY Qi KIF @S | gK2fS f20 27
bl dzYl yy Q&. NurkbiiHaseke Sdwvn from yesterday, probably the clearing skies had something
G2 R2 @gAGK (KS dznESadultnaleAmud Rdicangnd a fastzipphdbg White-
throated Needletailwere also of note.

The three 4X4 Russian UAZ vans that would take us on our three week tour through Mongolia arrived at
the hotel. And we met the crew and the drivers that would accompany us owthikl-be epic trip.

As the domestic flight to Dalanzadgad had been canceled we droveighehour trip to the town of
Dalanzadgad ithe south of Mongolia. We started our long drive south shortly after eleven o'clock and
left the capital behind us. Along the road wevsiarge herds of cattle, sheep, horses, domestic Camels,
but also a small herd dflongolian Gazelles Few birds, but a couple @&femoiselle Craneg&ept us
looking for more. After several hours of driving through the steppe we made a lunch stop in a basic
restaurant in Mandalgovi-There we got a taste of Mongolian cuisine. After several more hours of
driving on the potholed road we started seeing dust groups oft I £ I & Q& flying YWyR B B dza S
late afternoon we arrived in the basic Geamp inDalanzadgad. After diner we settled in our Gnts

for our first night in the Gobi.



Monday 20/05/2019

az2zal aftSLIWG NI} UGKSNI aK2NI P l RNByY I f AySK ¢t22 GANBR
woke up for an early breakfast. First we went birding at a small wetland on the south side of town.
FindingLittle Bunting Common RosefinctDuskyThrush Dusky Warbley Daurian RedstartWryneck

and Eurasian HoopoeThere was very little water in the wetland bubngToed Stint Commonand
PinTailed SnipeCitrine Wagtailandw A O K IPipifv@ra all seen. Then we went birding in a large
plantation at the southwesterly edge of town. A secod@paneseSparrowhawkwas seen! Other

notable birds included: Daurian Redstart Oriental Turtle Dove RedThroated Thrush Siberian
Rubythroat EyeBrowed Thrush| dzY' S Q&  and Nabigé Suhbers of | f flLeai\Wadblers A

group of 330riental Honey Buzzardstarted their migration low over the center of town just as we

left. Next stop, another plantation, this time just south of the local airport. Bsdellineand Brown
Shrikeand a maleBlackFaced Buting were firsts for the trip.

Afterwards we followed the road towards the famous Flaming Cliffs and stopped at a plantation along
the entrance road. We birded the area of the spring and searched all the bushes and trees in this oasis
in the middle of he Gobidesert. Numbers of birds were quite low but again we were not bored: we

had nice observations dbesert Wheateay Longlegged BuzzardD 2 Rf S ¢ & | A,Qrany Taiga/ G A y 3
Flycatchers White-Crowned Penduline Tjt5 Siberian RubythroatsWryneckand Little Bunting To

our surprise we discovered what we initially identified as two aBeltiBreasted Flycatchers

First,we found a female with all the characteristics RédBreasted Flycatcheand could compare it

well with classic femal@aiga Flycathers A few moments later seemingly adult male popped up. It

gl a Of SINI e RAFTFSNBYG FNRY (GKS YIFIES ¢l A3l Qax @Al
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Taiga Flycatcher with characters of a Re

r, the pplack uppertail coverts did the
04 NR O X

Puzzling through field characters, we were figsi about our identification. However the uppertail
coverts turned out to be jeblack and the brown on the head was too extensive. Not good enough for
this possible new species for Mongolia. Thsrapparently an identification paper on its way to sort
out the clearly aberrantTaiga Flycatcherdrom real Redbreasted Flycatchers Terry Townsend
commented afterwards that 8 Flycatcher is regularly seen in the Beijing area further east, so gurely
will be found one day in MongoliaMeanwhile a nice group of 38riental Honey Buzzardsiigrated
north.

Further on after lunch, during a musitop (one of the vans got stuck), on ookthe stonewalls of a
AKSLIKSNRQa K2dza$S ¢ of LiRd Gwi2 Ne&NEBdRgollan ShdrtDosd LiadkstieN:d
found and many other common steppe birds liderned Larks. We returned to the main road and
stopped at a marshy area near a spring. Here we waited forf f | & Q& cénting ® ArNE blat S
only flybys were noted. In the wet area fevS Y Y A yaBdL&ngToed Stintsand Citrine Wagtail
were foraging. A nearby plantation had arfcyebrowed Thrushand aSiberian Rubythroatand an
unidentified cuckoo, most likely@ommonCuckoo

Time to move on and we drove @hroughthe empty plains towards our Gobi GEamp, an excellent
camp with a very good restaurant and sanitary building. After dinner we birded the steppes and were
rewarded with distant views of sever@rienta Ploversin their fantastic displaylight, banking like a



LISGNBEt Ay I+ Tl yil DiplepvastdeRityon & plloh ihahe iniddi Xf the Gogi and
a distant large flock dDriental Honey Buzzardsas looking for an elevated place to roost.

Tuesday 21/05/2019

Before breakfast we drove to the plains northwest of the camp aahgliscovered two distant male
Oriental Plovers They were clearly territorial and again stole the show with their extraordinary
displayflights. Later we drove tohe southeast of the camp where we had seen the displaying males
yesterday and again had magnificent of two m@ieental Ploverdn full breedingplumage. These birds
were following each other in a territorial dispute and gave crippling views. Surelgfdhe best birds

of the trip!

Male Oriental Plovers disputing over territry, one of the highlights of thie trip

After breakfast we drove towards Shivee Am gorge. In the junipers in the first part of the gorge we
found Chinese- & Himalayan BeautifuRosefinchesCommon Rock Thrusib 2 Rf Sga | Add . dzy G
our main targety 2 T £ 2 @ Q& thé ddI§) Brediry Mademic bird of Mongolia. The last part of the

gorge was still covered in ice and snow, but the cliffs above had a n&sanfled Vultureswith the

adult pair circling over the rock face. Also inside the gorge a numb€rag and Common House

Martins were collecting mud, showing clearly signs of attempted breeding there. Amongst the
Common House Marting/e discovered a couple éfsian House Mrtins.

Time to move on and set up camp for the night near the famous Yolyn Am Gorge. While the crew was
setting up thetents, we birded the low slopes and hatlhite-Winged SnowfinchY 2 1 f -2r@Bréwn

Accentor, Tawny Pipit Twite and Isabelline Whegear. After dinner we scanned the rock face for Altai
{y2560201 o0dzi O2dz RYyQl TFAYR |yeo I £t SENI& Y2NYyAYy
Siberian Ibex a pair ofBearded Vulture Cinereous VultureHimalayan Griffon Vulturesand Golden

Eagle

Wednesday 22/05/2019

A rather cold night in the tent, but with an amazing sky with billions of stars, we woke up very early and
had breakfast. Close to the Yolyn Am Gorge we started scanning the rock face for our main target for
the day:Altai Snowcock And after just a couple of minutes Miguel aka Eagled Johnny discovered

an Altai Snowcocka bird was at the edge of the cliff in the distance. A little bit later we found another
snowcock and six adult magiberian Ibex Finding the snowcockstine scope saved us a stiff walk the

the higher slopes and cliffs.



With time on our side, we walked to the entry of Yolyn Am gorge and birded the valley fihdite

t £t aQa wroskSparrodzy @A §-nd Brdwn Accentor Arctic Warbler Chikar and
Dusky Thrush

At the Yolyn Am Gorgethe valley of the Lammergeirmany vultures: evidentlBearded, Himalayan
Griffonss and Cinereous Vultures. On the passerine frontY 2 i f 2 &he Brown Accentors
D2 Rf S¢ a1l A QHimalayday BeAuylfd Rosefinch first one mating pair and later another
Wallcreeper a pair ofdisplayingGolden Eagleand a presumably just arrived singing m&elphur
bellied Warbler.

After have such great views of all of our target species in this beautiful gorge we returned to camp for
lunch and eventually drove on. We checked in-aftgérnoon at another gecamp nearby and had a
siesta. In the late afternoon we took a walk in tloeky rivervalley near camp. Here we had great
views ofGrey-necked BuntingMongolian FinchPied Wheateatand anotherDusky Thrush

= x L - e i L - )" .\f V'f‘\\‘. ~ K ‘q ‘2‘1’50 :Il £ .-? ".‘ a
Golden Eagle over Yolyn Am Gardglee Valley of the Lammergeier, which we evidently saw as well
i KSNB X

Thursday 23/®/2019

We hit the main road towards Khongoryn Els after a breakfast at six. We got on the tarred road and
after some time we headed for a tree grove. Nearby was a well where constantly grotips 6ff | & Q&
Sandgrouseame drinking.

LY&A&ARS GKS L FyGlrGAazy ¢S EarhsinX HobpwefyReck! Sib&titid 3 dzf + N
Rubythroatt I £ f | & Qa wNofdelian Riaghénd aBE&n Shrike

We stopped in a small town to stock up some provision as this would be the last town we pass

for several days. Miguel made us promise to stay only for 10 minutes when plans were made fer an ice
cream. But then he found @hinese Grosbeak a group ofHawfinches A lifer for our guide, and a

rare bird in these corners of Mongolia. @lpresent were several | f fLead\@adblers and all

enjoyed great views oPaddyfield Warblerand aBlackfaced Bunting Soon it was almost an hour

L 0SN® l'YR KSYy 4S @S0 KIFIR (2 @ArAarld GKS LKIFNYI
Finally some progress was made and albeit a brigé atoa waterhole further west provided us with a

group of drinkingt I £ £ I & Q& afd ayféwBrdedfBasd Ploverm full breeding plumage gave

great views. Around miday we reached a gravel plain with small bushes, the ptiaigtat for the

localizall Sy RS NA 2 y Q a Afler@rdzgcRnniliglwe first found two Groundjays and soon more,

we all had great views of these curious ctosedbetween a jay and a hoopoe..

We lunched in a nearby dry gorge. At first it looked rather birdless, but some scanning revealed a pair

of Bearded Vulture 2 Chukars D2 Rf S ¢ & 1 A ,(MongaliadryFindhgs Woodcock and 4045

Oriental Honey Buzzardmigrating north. On the mammal froranother Siberian Ibexwas going

uphill.

¢KS flraid aldNBGOK (2¢F NRaA YK2y3I2NRYy 9fa 6A0GK (KS
stop and a small oasis. Here we discovered another vagrédduean Starlingvas quietly foraging on

the groundat close range. We made some more stops to ctohgolian Wild Assor Kulanand for

Steppe Grey Shrike



We reached our wooded lodges in the late afternoon and had a siesta there. After diner we drove to

the saxaufforest at the base of the KhongoryrsEland dunes. The dry, diminishing, overgrazed saxaul
F2NB&l0 RARYyQG f221 G2 FLWSFfAY3I F2NJ {I EFdzZ { LI NN
Longlegged BuzzardSteppe Grey Shrikandlsabelline ShrikesDaurian Redstarand a few flyby Hill

Pigeondor some of the group.

Stopping at some ruins and with better habitat within sight and soon found us looking at two adult
males and one femal8axaul Sparrowsear their nests. On the way back to the lodge we had great
viewsof a lone mald_esser Kestrel The old building where it was breeding in was demolished a couple

2F @SIFNR 323 o0dzi &SGx SOSNE &SINI I O2dzLX S 27F |
nonetheless.

Khongoryn Els sand dunes, also knowBag Mankhan, the singing dunes are aboulBkms wide
and up to 100kms long

Friday 24/05/2019

No need to hurry, we saw our target birds last night at the sand dunes, so we drove straight to Orog
Nuur making several stops along the route. Driving through the desert several group$ 6ff I & Qa
Sandgrouseand someGoitered Gazellesvere sighted.

We passed several healthy Saxaul groves and after about two hours stopped at one near a small cliff.
While the crew made camp for breakfast, we birded and fo&astaul Sparrowand anAsian Desert

Warbler singing, mimicking? Since it sounded much like awledmmer.

Other birds of note weréonglegged Buzzardesert Wheateawith fledglingsPied Wheateay lots of

t I ffl &aQa s {0SgxauAp@rdes S

Driving on, weencounteredsome moreMongolian FinchesDesert Wheatearsand aw A OK I NRQ& t A
sspsinensis

At around noon we reached Bayanug Sum, a gorge with caves were remains of prehistoric people have
been found. Once insidéie small gorge we had great views of Hlll Pigeons a colony of 12 esser

Kestrels Mongolian Finch Pied Wheatear Desert Wheatear Siberian Rubythroatand a mighty
Eurasian Eagle Owuthat flew from its roost. After a great lunch we crossed a dry river bedceyssed

a mountain pass to reach the eastern shores of Orog Nuur. There were lots of waterbirds, terns and
waders. But alsc®Common CrangEastern and Western Marsh Harriersand Eurasian Spoonbills



Camping seemed no option with the very strong wind, so we drove on to the small shephesd and
soon it was arranged to spend the night there.

Saturday25/05/2019

After an early breakfast we
followed the southern shore of
the lake. Birding was hard
because of very strong winds.
Using the vans and some ruins as
a shelter, the lake was scanned:
Gultbilled Tern Caspian Tern
Eurasian  Spoonbill Eastern
Marsh Harrier 3 Great Bitterns
Golden Eagle 100s of White-
winged TernsFerruginous Ducks
RedCrested Pochards 2
immature Brown-headed Gulls
breeding Whooper Swans 40
t-ftFaQa Cobwrinf a
Demoiselle and White-naped
Cranesand much more. Moving
on, a group of 2&Rosy Starlingin

a small plantation and a mixed
colony of spoonbills, herons and
Great Cormorantsin the reed
beds.

Due to the strong winds and
finding few new birds on the
north bank, it was decided to
drive on to KholbopNuur. On te
route a beautiful Saker Falcon
was found only to be flushed by a
motorcycle before we could take
pictures. At the small town of
Bogd some shopping and
refueling was done before we
arrived at the more promising
looking KholbopNuur. This lake
is smakr, shallower and much
OANRASNI | yR Y 2 NB A
somehow the wind was down too.
Camp being erected, we started
birding along the marshy
southeastern shore and very
quickly saw: two adulRelict Gulls4t | £ £ | 4 Qa4 D NJ a tiyfo@th RKIBKNG tize IsHed draSINA
an adult maleYellow-breasted Buntingn full breeding plumage, 18sian Dowitchergisplaying, again
large flocks ofVhite-winged Terns Swan GeeseBarheaded GeeseBlackfaced Bunting Longtoed
Stint, Paddyfield WarbleyPacific Golden Ploveand many more common shorebirds

After a very nice lunch exploringe southern shore an aduRosy Starlingvas found. But alsBrown-
headed Gull Horned Grebe 2 Longtailed Ducks(again a rarity in MongolialSwan Goosgseveral
tFfflFaQa wsdiany mdey vialleysandarsh terns and waterfowl. In the distahesetwere
somesizeablell Kdzy RSNEG2Nya GKIFIG Ay FIO0G OFdzASR al yRaGgz2!
With the vans we explored the eastern shore. Seeing lots of waders, incBidiagbilled sandpiper

tFtftlraQa {FyRaINRdzaS ¢4l a | C
and the Got



Greater and Lesser Sand Ploverand 1 adultRelict Gull Along the northern shore we found
¢ SY Y A yLahgtaedandLittle Stintsand somePintailed Snipes
hyS 2F GKS 0ANRASaG LXIFOSa 6SQ@S 0SSy G2 a2 FI NH

Kholbooj Nuur, with a wide variety of shorebirds and waterissmnrisingly a lot of guded
passerines migrants as well!

Sunday 26/05/2019

The night was cold with temperatures dropping-#5C, freezing the marshy pools. We walked to the
muddy eastern shore and scanned the mudflats with our scopes having the rising (and warming) sun in
our backs. It was teeming with waders, gulls and terksghlights: 40 breedin@ultbilled Terns 1

Marsh Sandpiper2 summer plumageBednecked PhalaropeslO+t | f f | & 208+Whitdzivifigad

Terns 3 Broadbilled Sandpipers 8 Asian Dowitchers 3 adultRelict Gulls 1 Rednecked Stintand

many more comrman species of which the summer plumaged and displagiagderlingsvere also of

note! Adeamale{ (i S 2y S 3 Swalfdund 0O thaibSaxi.

Near camp we observed Barksided FlycatcherSiberian Chiffchaff Slenderbilled Gull Brown-
headed GullGolden EagleLittle Buntingand large numbers of low flyirGommon Swiftssppekinesis

with somePacific Swiftanixed in for comparison.

Time to move on, we left this wonderful lake after lunch and drove to a high plateau at the southern
foothills ofthe Khangai mountais. The plain was infested with rodents that attracted a great range of
raptors. We savisteppe EagleSteppe, Upland and Eastern Buzzardnd severaBooted Eagles We
crossed the tar road and followed yet another valley to the northviith burrows of. NI y Riigand +2f S
we had our first good views &t SNB 5 | @A R QandMoygdliarfLarksOK S a

"Pere David Snowfinches were common in the right steppe like mountainous habitats



ThehigherKhangai Mountains were within sight when we drove up a valley...

The ground was crawling with voles and the valley proved great for birds of prey. At least 1 pair of
Golden Eaglel pair ofSaker Upland Buzzard and severabteppe EaglesWhile settirg up camp we

also noticed d_east Weasdhunting the voles.

Exploring the valley and the slopes we saw m@mereousand Bearded VulturesTarbagan Marmot

Rock SparrowCommon Rock Thrushvhile Pere David Snowfinchesere very common.

Monday 27/052019:

After again an early breakfast we drove up the mountain sloperaasfthe van could take us and then
walked up the steep slope to the ridge towards the valley of our main target in this ¥hae-
throatedorl 2 R3a2y Qa . dza KOKI (

Their habitat is wet
highland with
boulders and willow
thickets. Once in the
right habitat great
views of a pair of
these very localized
breeding birds were
obtained. Not easily-. .
found or followed
though, but at times |
very confiding

Bonus came in the
form of lone female
Willow Grouse
Brown Accentorand | ~ L ot :

singing Siberian - —_- b L et e )
Rubythroats | 2 R34 2y O dadult dzalekabdirtsiakeUL in the Khangai Mountail
Back at the top of the
ridge we enjoyed low flyin@dearded Vultures Cinereous VulturesGolden EagleSteppe Eaglel
Eastern Imperial Eagland migratingOriental Honey Bazards We made the steep descent towards
the camp seeingCommon Rock ThrustRock Sparrowand a pair ofSakerattacking an intruding
Golden Eagle With our main target bagged we left the valley after lunch, one day ahead of schedule.
We drove to the povincial capital of Bajanhongor and birded the riparian forest along the Tuin River,
while the crew went for groceries to the supermarket. There were few passerines in the willows, the
good weather clearly cleaned the promising habitat. Following the Rivier valley, a short stop at the
lovely Buddhist monastery was made. Just north of this town we obs&wveshx Fox2 Black Storks

and several pairs ddemoiselle Cranes In the evening we reached a campsite in a side valley with
larch-forest on thenorthern slopes.

Tuesday 28/05/2019

Some woke up early and climbed the very steep forested slope near camp. Only the very top with some
rocky outcropswould bringus the desired® @S NJY |y ¥ Q dLuchil{ tRedfardstNdi the way up was
quite birdy: singinglree Pipits | dzY S Q& 2 ReNthréafdBhrush Red CrossbillsTwo-barred

Warblersand severaEurasian Nuthatchesf the paleasiaticad dzo & LJS OA S & X YR UGKSYy

adult maleEvernt yy Q&  wtaried singingTin top of a larchA rockyoutcrop on the cliffnearby

helda nest ofBearded Vulture an impressive sightAfter breakfast we drove up the valley close to the
high mountain pass. Birding this valley and scanning thefemds on the slopes, we fouridttle Owl,

Brown Accentor Twite, Water Pipitssp.blakistonj Bearded Vulture Golden Eaglend Common Rock
Thrushes It took some intense scanning with our scopes, but finally we had distant views of one male
D dzf RSy Reds$taRan@aipair ofAltai Accentors For better chances and better views of these two



T L dzd LISNKIF LKA !'aAly w2aSTAyOK &2dz
g NRa GKS ayz2¢ftAySX

: We ha lunch just below the high mountain
pass. At the pass itself we had a pair of
Common Rock Thrushone singing Altai
Accentor, Brown Accentorand Crag Martin
Beyond the pass lag a vast high plateau, full
off yakherds but otherwise pretty birdless.
Several short stops were made. One was at a
deerstone, a3000+ year old stone monument
with carved depictions of reindeer, while
another involved a short walk in a river valley
while our drivers were fixing the gearbox of
one of the vans. It was quiet, except for the
omnipresence of Cinereous Vultures the
occasionalSaker Falcoror Upland BuzzarX
After a very bumpy ride we left the high
plateau and descended into a large riverlesl
During the steep descend we saw a male
9 S NA Y yy GrttheviefcRérast: MNEB
passed a second lower pass. This valley was at
first very wooded but eventually opened to a
plain. It was already late so camp was set in a
pristine river valley ame 30kms further on.

Oriental Cuckc After kicking and shoveling away the yedk
we helped with the tents, while Bogi drove off
with the cook to buywhat turned outa6& S NJ 2t R Wi Yo Q FNRY | ySINbe 7
camp on this floodplain between thgak and horse herds with their calves and foals, the night was
FAEESR 6AGK ay2NIAy3 &F1a FYyR ay2NAy3a 06ANRSNAX

Wednesday 29/05/2019

Waking up in the beautiful valley we observed many singing bifitee Bunting Siberian Rubythroat

Dusky Warblers Brown $irike, Eurasian WryneckRedthroated Thrush Siberian Stonechai@and

Common Rosefinch The old local shepherd had told Bogi he knew about a lekking aiaak¥billed
Capercaillienearby... Our first chance of seeing one of the most enigmatic bifslopg§olia!

Sq evidently we all jumped into one of the vans and rushed towards the lek. Driving up the slope along

Iy SEGNBYSt& o6dzyLle GNIO1= Al aSSYSR tA1S8 Iy SyRft
at a very beautiful Lareforest with some rocky outops. Here we approached the lekking area very

j dzA SGf & @ . SAy3 t13GS Ay GKS aSlazys LR2N OKIyOS
The shepherd told Bogi 10 males were lekking here only 2 weeks earlier. However a singing male
Oriental Cuckooand a éwn chorus ofTwo-barred Warblersand many other songbirds entertained us

2NJ ONASR G2X 2dzNJ GFNBSG 61 ayQid | NRdzyR® | 26 SOSN
clicking song of a maBlackbilled Capercaillieechoing in thedrest! Soon we were sneaking up to the

singing bird, while the sound always seemed to be going deeper into the forest. After a long and
intense search Miguel finally managed to locate the bird largely obscuredvbglip a tree. We only
sawitsheadas 1t ¢l a AAGUOAY 3 Y2GA2yfSaad o0SisSpatoyasS T2
see it flyingoff between the trees. All very happy with this first obsdima of this enigmatic species.

Suddenly tension rose again and it got even better asawve 10 maléltai Wapiti going past us at only

30n nYH 224H /'FYSN} a NYddf SRX

A singing mal®edflanked Bluetai] a drummingTreetoed Woodpecker Nutcrackerand callingBlack
Woodpeckerwere almost neglected...

Driving back towards campwe passed lirough a beautiful landscape with floweovered meadows

We added 2 singing mafertolan Buntinggto our growing trip list



Back at camp we
enjoyed/celebrated late
breakfast and broke up. "
We travelled on through abe
pristine river valley

completely unspoiled by
humanity, twice a mixed
group of Cinereous and

Himalayan Griffon
Vultures were feeding on
OF NNA 2y @ L

good numbers of the
endangered  Cinereous
Vulture in this country.
However, when you kno
the livestock number is
above 70 million it makes
more sense because ther¢
is carrion everywhere.
Sadly a bit further the river
valley was being destroyed
and polluted by an illegalgs
gold mine, a very
awakening sight what}
humans are capable of...
Then, we passed a larg&ss v
area that had been EEEEE=——==
destroyed by foresfires &l
several years ago. One (
the vans broke down andf
while the drivers were &%
fixing it, we considered ourf s

options and decided to ":‘:;-:/ T TN e gl

RNRA GS (i 2-0tati (Al Ne, sl gt

where aprevious Starling group saw 3 species of owl in 2017. However, this was quite a big detour,
plus a very bumpy and challenging ride with some very muddy tracks and river crossings, but the
possibility of seein@reat Grey Owlral Owland Northern Hawk @1 was just too tempting.

First, we reached a beautiful palike landscapewith large old Larchesand bizarre rocky outcrops.

This fantastic landscape would be a touristic hotspot in any European country, however, in Mongolia
there was no living humasoul in within sight. A short stop produced many sindgdige Buntings

Common Rock Thrusibaurian RedstartOrtolan Bunting Eurasian Wryneck, Steppe Buzzard

bSEGET 6l a | KAIK LXFGSkHdz FdzA&t 2F Ff2¢6SRdarded ¢SI Y
Vulture, Oriental Honey BuzzardndRed Crossbiflew past.

After several mountain passes, each with some kind of shamasittil the shape of large teepee

like wooden structureat the top,with lots of blue ribbons, surrounded by pilesasfipty liquor. Heavy

drinkers those Mongols);

9@Syldz-tte | FGSNI aSOSNIf YdzZRReE NAGSNI ONRaaiAy3da:z
and a campsite was found. The whole area seemed much wetter than in 2017 though. We explored

the edge ¢ the forest and the bogs above camp. Activity was very low and there was no sign of owils.

But we did hear displayinBlack Grousén the distance and saw a pair ®f@S NXY I yy QRedw SR & (i |
flanked BluetailandWryneck



Thursday 30/05/2019

Waking up very early after a very cold night with frost on our tents, a search for owls and grouse in the

forest above our camp, proved fruitless. During this walk we found dropping¥oiff and heard

displayingBlack Grouseand Blackbilled Capercaillie Only Miguel wasable to locate the caper. We

had great views on a pair &urasian Thre¢oed Woodpeckes hammering on death branches. Two

Spotted Nutcrackersstarted alarm calling close by and we sawlmal Owlflying through the forest.

After someeffort following the alarm calling nutcrackers, théral Owlwas found sitting in a tree.

Olive-backed PipitsRedflanked Bluetails Two-barred Warblersescorted us walking back to the camp

for breakfast andwe came across the nesting tree of the UravlO The nest had obviously been

predated recently. The open areas between the forests were very boggy and there were almost no

burrows of mice or rodents. This told us that it was probably a very bad year for rodents, resulting in

very low presence ofwl numbers.

After breakfast we searched the open forest below camp for perhaps the odd owl and woodpeckers.

: Despite an

intensive  search

we still found no

sign of any owils,

but we obtained

very nice

observations of

singing Eurasian

Wryneck Red

flanked  Bluetail
Greyheaded
Woodpecker

Oriental Cuckoo

Bearded Vulture

and Siberian

Chipmunk

Lunch  was a

Mongolian  style

BBQ with more of

e ¥ - ; N\ that delicious
1 (>l 7 Ve, : P JE ) \ d 3 IR \f*} /4 "-\ af | yméat and
Blackbilled Capercaillie droppings, a clear sign of presence while se: Pasta. During

lunch we talked
02dzi 2dzN) 2 L0k 29 50Q G6K& WwWhBaf fAGAYy3I dzlJ G2 AGa yI
and go to another forest in search of more birds and capers. We left the valley along the very same
muddy tracks we came in, while it started raining, a good chtics to leave! After crossing many
valleys and mountain passes, we reached our new camping site in a beautiful meadow surrounded by
old grown taiga forest. Bearded Vulturewas flying aroundvith a big bone and dropped it at a rock
outcrop, National Geographic scenery! Soon we were exploring the willow and alder grown forest
edges near camp and found a nice paiBafkal Bullfinch singingv I RR S Q & arfd la iket! fdklof
Two-barred-, Arctic-, Greenish, Yellow-browed-, t | f £ dndDQskyWarblers Clearly the inclement
weather previously brought them to the edge of the forest. Nice to compare and to study all these
feeding Siberian gems in one place! In the evemirggwent into the brest again and had a male
Siberian Roe DeeBlack WoodpeckeMWryneckand Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers

Friday 31/05/2019

Woke up while aBlackbilled Capercailliewas calling in the larcforest, unfortunately we could not
locate the bird. But we did finBlack WoodpeckerLesser Spotted Woodpeckea pair ofTreetoed
Woodpeckers Wrynecks a singing KA (i S Q & thet godttmakihdorandtii subspecies oEurasia
Jay Spotted Nutcrackerand again a paiiof Baikal Bullfincles In a wet bogof willow-ticket



interspersing the spruce trees, we found several singing nfétesian RubythroatswF RRSQa 2 | Nb f
andRedflanked Bluetail We saw aMountain Hareand fourd paw prints and droppings &¥ild Boar,

Wolf, Siberian Wapitj Siberian Roe Deeaind possibl\Brown Bear The large mixed flock of warblers

was still hanging around.

After breakfast an adulGreater Spotted Eagl#ew over our camp. However, it was time to leave this

great place and started driving towards Ogii Nuur.

On the way we observed Bearded Vulturethat was swallowing a big bone, again a scene from a
blraGA2yFf DS23INI LKA ISILIARERNEE 2y aGKS 02yS

More singingOrtolan Buntingsand 2 groups oinereous Vultureseeding on ded sheep followed.

We passed the first agpultural fields of the trip.Later on a short stopat a salty lake west of Ogii Nuur

proved pretty birdlessbut the steppe aroud had manyMongolian Larkst SNBX 51 @A RQ&a {y 2
Upland BuzzardBooted Eaglend someRuddy Shelducks

Arriving at the marshy northwestide of Ogii Nuur, it was packed with ducks, swans and geese. A quick
scan produced more than 400@hite-winged Ternsin breeding plumage feeding above the marsh, a

group of 14Demoiselle Craneflew right above our heads wemnother highlight But first things first,

checkin to the Gercamp and a decent shower after camping in the freezing mountains for sevats nig

was needed. That last thing was a bit of a disappointment, as there was no electricity to charge our
batteries, no sofdrinks or beer and the showers only had either boilireg water at first and then ice

cold and later no water at all. Luckily tfaod was goodand therewere plenty ofbirds aroundat the

headland. Three femalRedbreasted Merganseravere a bit out of place and time, | £ f | 4 Qa D dz
Horned Grebesnd a nice group dommon Goldeneyes

Swan goose wasommonat almosteverylake

In the evening we drove back to the marshy northwestern corner of the lake. Many new birds for the
trip were found. Scanning the lake between the large groups of dduiegs we observed a nice group
of 29{ G S 2y S 3 S M dmafe Velviet Sowli: a real vagrant apparentlyonly the2nd recordfor
Mongolia. An enormous flock divhite-winged Ternsflew right in front of us and gave great
photographic opportunities. Aden Harrierwas hunting nearby andp to 8 Eastern Marsh Harriers
were flyingover the marsh, while an aduivhite-tailed Eaglehunted and caught a duck.

We also had 8Blacknecked Grebes110 Great crested grebel Brown-headed Gull Blackwinged
Stilts, t I £ £ | 810 &warD@eése50Whooper SwansEurasian Spoonbil|sS0 Comnon Goldeneye
and large numbers of diving ducks including about 166hmon Pochard1100Tufted Duckwith 50
Garganeyand 1 malg-alcated Duclamongst manynore commoner species.

Returned to camp and had a singil@gmmon Quailnd Tola Hareto end the day.



Saturday 01/06/2019

In the morning it was very windy, sheltering from the mhbiuilding we found: 2adult Relict Gulls
flocks of { (i S 2y S 3 S N®singing Canin@ Eail, Horned Grebes White-winged Terns 36
Common Goldeneyand a huntingHen Harrier

However, no sign of the hoped forl £ £  aQd8 CAakK 9 3t S

After breakfast we returned to the northwestern end along the lakes shore, producing a breeding
plumagedBlackthroated Diver. Again a lot of birds including 2 mddalcaed Duck 1 Caspian Tern2

t It f | aBkékwibgdd Stilts a breeding pair ofommon Cranend 4Corsax Foyups near their

den. To our surprise we discovered a paiP®d Harriers A great find so far to the west!

At the northeastern side of theake in search of our main targetl f £ I & Q § wedduddi fleek-oB t S
atleast 24{ (i S2y S 3 S Nisa to {h©ghdreS MBmarshy area held f f | ZGuBkbillddl dzrr
breedingBarheaded Geesand a nice mix of waders, mairlyttle Stintsbut including severalong

toed Stintsand 1Rednecked Stintin breeding plumage. In the vicinity of the visitor center on the
south-side, a nice pair dbakersgave a show by hanging in the wind above a small cliff. A bit further
on, again fantastic viewsf 2 adultRelict Gulls Meanwhile, above the hills we saw several raptors.
Scanning those produced@reater Spotted Eag|dPeregrine FalcorSteppe Eagleand severaUpland
Buzzards Miguel was the onlgne lucky enough to seen immaturet | f fFisraEQgibriefly before it
disappeared behind the hills.

Relict Gull was seen multiple times at the steppe lakes

In the afternoon we drove on towards the next steppe lake Bayan NDuring the very bumpy ride to

the tar road north of Ogii Nuur weawGolden EagleCinereous Vulturesind severaBteppe Eaglem

their breeding area. A bit later we reached Bayan Nuur and started birdshgight away. What a
change of scenery and habitat again! This time the lake was hardly visible through the reeds. There
were very birdy marshes on both sides of the main road. Close to a bridge we had Bedendlartins
amongstSand Martins Easten Yellow Wagtail Blackfaced Bunting Siberian Rubythroat singing
Oriental Reed WarblersCitrine Wagtailand a malet | £ f | 8 Q& woStBeRlocal saifspetigsd
lydiae In the large marshes north of the road we had 3 pairs of elegérnte-naped Crans, some

with small chicks. And also saw 8&an GeesgPacific Golden Ploveand two maleFalcated Ducks

about 10Eastern Marsh HarriersoneHen Harrier anEastern Spebilled Duck Redcrested Pochards



and lots of singingv A O K I NR Q\femalénhite-fiedded Duckwas again a bonus sinds normal
distribution is more to the west.

Bayan Nuur scenery with drinking and bathing horses

In the reed beds we found singiiRaddyfield Warblers Oriental Reed Warblersa Bluethroat and
callingBearded Reedlings On the main lake there werggainenormous numbers o¥Vhite-winged

Terns both Commonand Ruddy Shelducland lots of other common ducks and waterbirds. Smaller
numbers of waders compared to Kholbooj Nuur, kntluding Dunlin, Longtoed stint, ¢ SYY Ay O] Qa
Stint, Asian Dowitcher Eastern Blacktailed Godwit,
breeding plumagedMarsh Sandpipersand Black
winged Stilts Several largeMongolian Toadswere
crawling around and a | f f | daddia f&nd3fadk
Ternsflew by.

In the evening we made a walk towards the marshe
south of the road while Bogi took all our batteries to the:
nearby town to charge them. In this marsh we founc
more breeding Whooper swan Swan Goosg Bar
headed Goose, Common CrgngV/hite-naped Crae
and 6Eastern Spobilled Ducks In the dry fields large
flocks ofDemoiselle Cranesvere feeding. Some of us
returned and waited near the bridge to hear or see rail¢
until very late into the night, before going to bed unde
an amazing stdit sky.

Sunday 02/06/2019 ,
¢K2asS +td GdKS Ol YL RARyQ{ | 1 2dza i
Common Reed buntingEurasian Hoopoglsabelline
Wheatearsand displayingAsian Dowitchey but Miguel
stayed up very late and was back at the marsh at
200t 201 | YR KT I N2R/Spitkes kg
and callingBrown-eared Rails The early bird catches |
0KS 62N¥YX
We walked the nortkside of the marshy area and had 8
singingPaddyfield Warblersclose by in the reeds. On
the main lake we saw Rednecked Phalaropglarge
numbers ofLittle Stints, Gulkbilled Terns Blacknecked
Grebes 2 Falcated Duckand breeding plumag#arsh ||
Sandpipers Along the marsh Joost found anotherfy
tFffFaQa DNI aaK2LILISNI 2 | NI
After breakfast we drove towards Ulaanbaatar, stoppin ‘
for lunchin a valley just west of the capital. The stepp(\ . " \ ‘ / 1" ‘ \N
was full of grasshoppers, attracting_asser Kestreand S : i
an adult maleAmur Falcon both foraging on these Paddyfield Warbler at Bayan Nt
insects. We made a stop at a large supermarket in



Ulaanbaatar, refueling and stocking up for thext week ahead. Trying to avoid the busy road through
the capital, it was a very strange feeling after driving in the desolated outback of Mongolia. From the
eastside of the city we drove up a very rough track to our next destination the taiga fdr&drkhi

Terelj National Park.

At the edge of the park we explored a river valley. This bogy valley with low willows is the breeding
habitat ofLanceolated Warblerbut probably this late migrarftad notarrived yet, we could not find it.

But we did find several singing makene Buntings Greenish Warbler Oriental CuckopWryneck a

pair of Siberian StonechatsingingYellow-browed Warbler, Asian Brown Flycatcheand 2 singing
malesBlackfaced Bunting Two guys of our group flushed a paiDafurian Partridges

We arrived pretty late at the intended campsite higher up in a Terelj®QHental Turtle DoveandRed
flanked Bluetailsang close by. At dusk we climbed a very steep hill behind camp for tdral Owl

but only heard one calling very far away. During the night some of us heard d&dlthdroxand 2
howlingWolves

Monday 03/06/2019

At dawn, everyone was keen on finding a caper or two Sifmbrian Titso we drove up a side valley

with one of the vans and climbed the steep hills covered in mature larch and SiberiafoRise We

found a noisy group of about 12potted Nutcrackersvith 1 Siberian Jaynixed in, they were probably
mobbing an owl or some other avian predator.

Other birdsincludedSiberian RubythroatRed CrossbillOriental Turtle Doveand several singinged
flanked Bluetails On the top of the hill we found droppings of our main targ@lackbilled
Capercaillie but unfortunately did not hear or see any displaying. Just a few saw one flying off. There
were many signs that pine seeds were being harvested on a massive scale. Using some kind of large
wooden hammer to knock at the pines and make the cones dtpange to see this inside a national

LI NJ X & 55a0SYyRAY3I FTNRY GtkISt (KIAE @& | [yaRisfimBaglpaiTut FHNES S
Brown Shrikeand moreRedflanked Bluetails Alsofound the feathers of a deatlazel Grouseind

saw a noisyRed Squirrelin a pine. The valley floor was covered in butting willows. A brief search
evolved, but there was no trace of the hoped fanceolated Warbleor Chinese Bush WarbleThere

were plenty of more common songbirds with singBigperian RubythroagtBlackfaced Bunting lots of
Yellowbrowed Warblers Common RosefinghSiberian Lesser Whitethroaand Dusky Warblers but

we were lacking the one goodie that would energize us!

After enjoying a good breakfast, we returnedtte valley exploring the kgh forest at the base of the

hill. This forest looked excellent fetazel Grouse 5SaLIAGS +y AyiaSyaigS &aSFN
this elusive bird. We did find clear signsVéhite-backed Woodpeckeactivity. Back at camp it was
decided that wewould be better offleavingthe area, because there was no sign of our main targets
here.

There were likely much better chances in other forests parts nearby, so we baioke @ane day ahead

of schedule.ABearded Vultureand aNorthern Goshawkcircled &ove our heads.

So we left this part of Terelj NP and drove on along some extremely bumpy tracks right across the
woodedKhentiimountains, through magnificent valleys and crossing passes high above them. On the
second mountain pass we went into the birfdrest to try for Hazel Grouseagain no luck with that
species. However, we did have one adult m&lberian Roe DeerSiberian ChipmunksSpotted
Nutcracker Redflanked Bluetailand a family party ofGreater Spotted Woodpeckers It started
raining, ® we drove on and crossing the Tuul River in the village of Terelj. Just east of the village we
stopped at a rocky hill and searched in vain Negadow Bunting Only a pair oPied Wheatearand
Common Rock Thrustvas found. There was a nice riverinedst in the valley with massive poplar
trees. A nice walk in this shaded valley produced our fifastern Marsh Titsand Eurasian
Treecreeper We also had a very nice light ph&moted Eaglegiving good views, singiyryneckand
Daurian Redstart

Driving further east through a wide river valley we came across a feeding fl®keBuntingsand a

pair of White-cheeked Starlings Sometime later we birded the willow thickets along the river seeing 2
female Goosander good numbers of singinBlackfaced BuntingsPine Buntings Daurian Redstart

Dusky Warblereverywhere and.ongtailed Tit. No sign of the hoped fdarongtailed Rosefinctiough.



Going up a side valley and then from the mountain pass we drove into an open larch forest. Much less
dense than the forests we were used to. Being skeptical about the presence of our still\netiesr
desiredBlackbilled Capercailliescamp was being set up. Miguel went investigating for signs of the

birds in the forest, when suddenly he hurried bacloithe camp rushing for his binoculars and scope
GKATS aK2dZiCAPERY ! d O we ow | S K I Backbilled Gapeicsileft 2 3 §I & &X
Instantly we all got our gear and followed him into the forest. About 80m on, there at the forest edge,

AG o6la aGAtf GKSNB: Fy FRdzZ G YIFfSH {SSYAy3te TN
taking pictures and enjoying this incredible observation. Everyone was delighted that our choice to
leave the touristy part of Terelj NP had paid £ quickly. At dinner we celebrated with a good glass of

whisky, well deserved.

Tuesday 04/06/2019

During the night it had rained a bit at first, but when the front had passed, it started freezig tG.

But waking up with the sound of displayiBdackbilled Capercailliesall around us, our frozen tents

GSNBE o0l NBfe y23GA0SRX {ySF1Ay3a 2dzi 2F 2dzNJ §Syida
show! Everyone in the group got good views of several cagénis is what we came for! SingiRgd

flanked Bluetailsand Oriental Cuckoos SNBE | f a2 | NRdzy R® ¢KS 1jdzSad ¥F2N
In the open forest near the pass were several sin§img Buntings. f & (i K Qsfd WatkrlRipits ZOn

the other side of the passby the way- one of the most beautiful places we visited in this awesome
country, we entered a birch rich part of the forest and started searchindHfmel GrouseSoon we

heard a male calling and after some intense nsuthat looked like hours, we all were rewarded with

fantastic views of this cryptic bird as it ran around us at only a few meters.

»

This is how one wants to see Blduiked Capercaillie...

Reloaded with energy and having seen all our targets wed#gtto continue towards our final birding
destination of the trip: the Khurkh Valley

Driving through a wide river valley towards the road between Ulaanbaatar and Bagano&atwens

were seen in the steppe. After lunch on a windswept mountain pass, aeheel a nice zone with
scrubs at the base of a forested mountain and went to explore. It looked perfect breeding habitat for
Chinese Bush WarbleBogi began to think this species had not arrived yet, as we failed to locate them



again. We split up trymnto maximize or chances of finding anything. With results, as some of the
group saw another fine maldazel Grousesomeone else had a femalillow Grouseand yet another

guy flushedan Ural Owl Other guys completely missed these three cracking species, but enjoyed
common birdsBlackfaced Buntingst | f fLéaB\arhlers Brown Shriked Y R Y 2 NB X

Entering the Khurkh Valley, we found B@stern Blackailed Godwitsand an Eurasian Curlevof the
subspeciesrientalis showing an incredibly long bill.

Once in the main valley we started seeing foraging mateur FalconsDemoiselle Cranesbreeding
White-naped Cranes AWhite-cheeked Starlingvas the best on the passerine front. The valleyted

to get wider with agricultural fields and marshy lakes. The Khurkh Valley is also locally known as the
Valley of theCranes and it surely lived up to its name, when we found yet another species of crane: 5
feedingHooded Cranest close range!

Batering the wind, we put up camp close to a bird rich marshy lake. Scope views of br¥éiiteg
naped ¢ and Common CranesSwan GoosgBlacknecked Grebe Horned Grebe Eastern Marsh
Harrier, Common Terrand Mongolian Gulland lots of ducks, including 22ommon Goldeneyand
Falcated Duck AHobbyand our first adult femalé&mur Falcorwere hawking for insects.

We really had a super day today, with great species.

Wednesday 05/06/2019

The song ofsabelline Wheateag 2 { S dzd dzLJs & dz0OK | @I NAI G§SR NBLISNI 2
Early morning was spent birding the nearby lake. With observatiomackwinged Stilt breeding
plumagedSpotted Redshank¢ S Y Y A y O 2 pairs{offaicsitéd DuckBarheaded Gooselong

toed Stint, Blacktailed Godwit, Black TernWhite-winged Ternand lots of singingkylarkalready

made our day. Then a migramhickbilled Warblerwas discovered hiding under one of the vans and
three cutelsabelline Wheateachicks were sitting next to their burrow, learning how to catch food.

After breakfast, camp was cleared and continued our drive through the valley towards Khurkh Bird
Observatory.

At a second lake we saw similar species, though a migrBtanck Storkwas something new. At some
agricultural fields we scanned f@reat Bustard No bustard, but rewarded witHobby, Amur Falcon
Demoiselle CraneMongolian Larksand White-naped Cranes A third small lake lined with reed beds

held several singin@ommon Red Buntings We also had 4 breeding pairs \White-naped Cranes

Swan GoosgHorned GrebesEastern Marsh HarrierdHobby, Blacktailed Godwit and lots of ducks.

Again a pair oPied Harrierswas found. Bogi went talking with some of the researcheet there
trapping insects to get info about presence or absence of our next and main target to come to this
valley: Siberian Crane Bad news. No Siberian Cranes had been seen so far was the impression Bogi
gave when he came back. As we were wonderingiabar chances of seeing this much sought after

and highly endangeredpecieswe drove up a small hill, only to discover that on the next small lake
awaited the ultimate price of Mongolian birding: 1 adGIBERIAN CRAMNE! All of us were super
happys A (1K GKA& 0S8l dziAFdd O0ANRT (KSFFOBGRAAQNOYS T2 dib
after all... This fourth lake also had good numbersCofmmon CrangWhite-naped Craneand
Demoiselle Cranegiving a good opportunity to compare thedfdrences in size. We kept our distance

(2 (KS4S NINB IyR SyRIy3ISNBR 5L180AS4as 42 y2 ljdzf
Arriving at Khurkh Bird Observatory, we set up camp south of the ringing area. We were welcomed by
a pair of displayingsolden Eaglesind 8 adultAmur Falcons fighting withMagpiesin an attempt to

take over their nests. Willows near the ringing station were checked andheddly Warbler Little
Bunting, nestbuildingWhite-crowned Penduline Tiand we heard the buzzing song oCainese Bush
Warbler. We met with 2 young Swedish ringers, showing us a rmalental Cuckoathey had just
caught. Relaxing at camp, twtobbies a resident pair oSakersand someCinereous Vulturesnade

an appearance.

The rest of the afternoon was largely spent relaxiegr camp. With warm, sunny weather it was also

one of the only moments during the trip that the relentless Mongolian wind finally dropped. After a
nice hot (!) shower we felt Heorn. The sky above camp was never boring with plenty of birds of prey,

5 species of falcorAmur, Hobby, Lesser and CommonKestreland Saker FalconGolden EagleBlack

eared Kiteg S OX



Our 2 new Swedish
friends returned to
show us some birds
they had caught,
| making a lifelong
dream come true for
Miguel, as he could
finally hold at I £ £  a Qa
Grasshopper Warbler
in his hands. He was
like a child in a candy
store as he was
pointing out all the
characteristics of the
cracking bird. They
also showed us three
nice Hawfinches
Late afternoon the
quest for more new
_ and special birds
t I ffl aQa DNJI Aalli2nbdkiBeNihstrdakedrin continued, as we
checked some more
agricultural fields for bustards. Pretty soon we were rewarded with three displaying adultGnade
Bustards2 ¥ (G KS f 2 OR & 0 21aEhthilsi® @ kxeptiheiktlistance but still had great views in
the scope
In the evening the Swedes showed us another great Binitkbilled Warblerd 2 KFG F REE F AL

Thursday 06/06/2019

At dawn the willows near the ringing station were thoroughly cheécke migrants, largely avoiding the
mistnets of course to not hamper the ringing scheme. Seeing loBusky Warblers a breeding
plumage maleYellow-breasted Buntingin full song,Little Buntings Blackfaced Buntings at least 4
Thickbilled Warblers Eastern Spobilled Duck displayingCommon Snipg3 callingBrown-eared Rails
and aRed Fox Evidently theAmur Falconsvere still in place and the Swedes showed dhikbilled
Warblers 1 maleSiberian Rubythroaaind best of all a femal8iberian Bue Robin A nice start of the
day!

At the station we met another Belgian, Lyndon Kearsley and his team of researchers. They planned on
netting and satellitetagging someCommon Cuckoaos Now all came into place when the Swedes were
GFf1AYy3 tutkloldbe LB SKS AT O2 YGrieniaPOCOekobMNR éaagkt agaif kt&
yesterday evening and as things went, we thus saw the first@viental Cuckodo be satellite tagged!

Here you can read more about the project and follow the cuckoos in riale:
https://birdingbeijing.com/themongoliacuckooeproject/


https://birdingbeijing.com/the-mongolia-cuckoo-project/

2cymale Amur falcon

After breakfast we drove back to the main valley checking some lakes and willow groves for migrants.
Notable observations off 7 pairs @hite-naped Craneslots ofBlacknecked Grebesl maleFalcated

Duck Swan Goosg3 pairs oEastern Marsh Harrier2 Marsh Sandpipers2 Asian Dowitchersand the

first pair ofLittle Grebesof the trip. The lake was packed with ducks includedshB8ganeyand we
discovered another pair d?ied Harriel

More to the west we reached a lake with some nice reed beds. Wereaw a pair ofWhite-tailed

Eagle more White-naped CranesEasern Spotbilled Duck Booted Eagle Swan Goosg Greater
Spotted Eagle Eastern Marsh HarriersEastern Yellow WagtailCitrine Wagtailand male Lesser
Kestrel In the reedbeds we haGommon Reed Buntingnd another skulking I £ £t  a Qa DNJ a a K
Warbler, while the air was filled with singingurasianSkylarks Mongolian Larks Asian Shortoed
LarksandwA OKI NRQ& t ALK G a

The whole area was very wet and swampy, so it was difficultatk.wThe melting permafrost under

our feet was creating deep holes in the lush soil, challenging our progress even more.

A small isolated bush in the middle of a bogy field and with no other trees anywhere near was within
sight, THE perfect migrant trapo we thought or hoped... first we had to crg&t anothera wet bog...

The bog held three singirigpanese Quailand a several displayifgommon Snipe

Arriving at the bush, we tactically surrounded the bush and started investigatihgvere very keen on
FAYRAY 3 &S Sooiéived Nivardddfor Bur efforts with a gorgeous adult naltow-
rumped Flycatcher found by Bart! There was also @&usky Warbley Brown Shrike Siberian
Rubythroatandt | £ f | & Qa D NJ &rattie 3dndeIBvNwilbwsND £ S NJ



2" CY male Yellovumped Flycatcher, a true Sib that delfgjhted us in the Khurkh Valley

Hopes were high now for more interesting migrants, so we started birding again at the first willows of
the sidevalley where the ringing station is located, we were about 4kms from it! All the willows we
systematically checked: lots Biusky Warblersandt | f fLéaB\@rdlersand 4Thickbilled Warblers.

We also found 2 more obliging I £ £ & Qa DNJ & ATKvédaird8 Marifet BldzkfaBa B
Bunting, another, this time a femal&ellow-rumped Flycatcheand best of all a femal8iberian Blue

Robin This Blue Robin must have been another bird then the one that was caught in the morning,

0 SOl dza Shake&drinB.A Ry Qi

Weather worsening, we returned to camp for late lunch and we stayed in the tents for a much needed
restduringthe afternoon as it wasainingheavilydzy G Af &aAE 2QO0f 201 @ Ly GKS
Belgian birder, ringer and satellite tag specialist Lyndon Kearsley and later we assisted them in catching
a Common Cuckoo In the dead trees we had tree species of falcons, wittur, Hobby and Lesser
Kestrelall in one three.

At dusk Miguel and Bogi saw a hawk@gmmon Nightjanear camp.

Friday 07/06/2019

At dawn some made a long walk through the valley checking the willow bushes. Despite the wind we
managed to find Zrhickbilled Warblers Eastern Spaobilled Duck a callingBrown-eared Rail adult

male Lesser Kestrehnd 3Common Cuckoos Locations othe cuckooswvere shared with Lyndon and

his team, who managed to catch and satellite tag all of them! During bretatkfare was an intense
downpour, but luckily it soon got dry again. We made a final collective effort to see abgi@irging
Chinese Bush Warbler And after a long and tough search in the undergrowth we all managed to see
this hard to find skulker.In the search we also unearthed anothtert £ £ 4 Q& D NJ aad 2 LILIS N.
heard a singindapanese Quail

We returned to the willow trees at the start of the valleyhere we had seen so many great birds
yesterday. Now the bushes were practically empty #rel strong wind made it almost impossible to

find birds. Only bird seen decently was the feméilow-rumped Flycatcheagain. After lunch it was

time to say goodbye to this wonderful place and have some final looks at the Aowait Falcons
Sakersand Golden Eagles



We left this magical valley and drove southwest across the seemingly empty plains. A short stop at a
1300 year old Turkic gravestone produced abfhSaker In the town of Jargalt we did some shopping

and took the tar road to Baganuuity. A bit west of Bayanmod we drove up the hills south of the road

to find the last campsite and birds of the trip. Wooded hills, lush valleys and fields full of flowers were
crossed and found a nice campsite near the edge of a forest. Near campdvaingangPine Bunting
Siberian Rubythroaand a flyby Peregrine FalcorHobbyand Cinereous Vulture

YKdZN] K . ANR hoaSNIFG2NE Ay F AARS OFtfSe
/

Saturday 08/06/2019

On the last field day of this trip most of us slept until the sun came over the hilltGsnese Bush
Warbler and Lanceolated Warblewere found and most had glimpses of these skulkers. In the sky we
saw a pair ofzolden EagleBooted EagleBlackeared Kitesand Eurasian Sparrowhawk And one guy

of our group flushed a pair ®@aurian Partridge

After breakfast we drove towards Baganuur city. Making good time, we veered left for Gungaluut Nuur
just south of the coal mines near Baganuur. This ladettvo parts, one with deep water and lots of
diving ducks and a smaller shallower part with some waders. Along the shores of the shallow side we
found a group of five breeding plumagdrednecked Stintsforming a larger group with about 20
breeding plumaged Little Stints Nice to compare this difficult to ID pair of speciesclgseand
personal. Marsh SandpipersBlackwinged Stilts Pied Avocetand a pair ofWhite-naped Cranesvere

-~ Yy

almost neglected. The deeper part of the lake hadCéhmon Goldeneyes5{ (1 S2y S3aSwHa@a { 02 (i
male Falcated Duckamongst manyEurasian WigeonGadwalland other ducks. Lunch was had near
Agyiin Nuur, yet another small lake just to the north of Gungaluut Nuur. Here we ended the birding
part of the trip with final vievs ofCommon GoldeneyeBlacknecked GrebeBlackwinged Stilt White-

naped Craneend Longlegged Buzzard A hugeCinereous Vulturavith a Steppe Eagléailing it put in a

final show by circling right over head.

The last stretch of driving saw us goingedtly to Ulaanbaatar, passing the impressive statue of
Chinggis Khaan. We arrived at the Flower Hotel near the city center around late afternoon. Back to
NEIFItAGE FyR F RSOSyd &Kz g S-tidaertogetfier witk e edt@eScyAly 3 6 S
must be said: all of them did a great job in making it as comfortable and enjoyable as much as possible
for us, strangers in their country.

And many more last glasses later celebrated this very successful birding trip with an amazing result of
295 bird species seen or hedtt

Sunday 09/06/2019

Waking up very early and we got picked up by Bogi for a short drive to Chinggis Khaan airport. There we
said goodbye to our fantastic guide. We flew via Moscow Sherementyevo International Airport and
after a long transfer time we boarded for Brusselsiegdhe trip and this great adventure.



A yurt of ger, west of Bayanmod, symbol of the Mongolian nomadic style of life

Systematic list of species recorded during the tour

Taxonomy strictly follows thEDC checklistersion 9.2. This list is updated several times annually and is
available ahttp://www.worldbirdnames.org

English names are following the same list, with at times regularly other naetes added. E.g.
Cinereous (Monk) Vulture.

The list only contains specipssitivelyidentified by at least one of our group. Birds identified by
guides or other people only ar®t included, presumed species neither...
Species which were heard bubtiseen are indicated by the symbol (H).

Conseryation threat categories and infgrmation are taken from Threatened Birds of the World, BirdLife
Ly 4dSNY I i Ae Witp:Anwina. birdlife .org/datizone/nome
CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered Wilherable, NT = Near Threatened

Birds

Hazel Grouse Bonasabonasia After trying at several places, we saw 2 birds at Terelj NP

Blackbilled Capercaillie Tetrao urogalloides Several were seen at several locations by all members of
the group. Thdast place in Terelj NP was the best with several seen displaying.

Black Grousg¢H)- Tetrao tetrixp I SIENR Y2NYyAy3a yYyR SO%ehtiMisa G (K
Willow Grouse- Lagopus lagopusSeen in the Khangai Mountains and on our way tokharkh Valley.
Altai Snowcock Tetraogallus altaicusTwo dstantbirdsin the Gobi Altai.

Chukar Partridge Alectoris chukar Several, mostly heard only in the Gobi Altai Mountains.

Daurian Partridge Perdix dauurica Seen by 2 people in the group.

Common Quai(H)- Coturnix coturnixOne was singing mornings and evenings at Ogii Nuur.

Japanese QuailCoturnix japonicdNT). Several were flushed in the Khurkh Valley.

Swan Goose Anser cygnoide@/U). Regular sightings on or near the steppe lakes.

Greylag GooseAnser ansessp.rubrirostris Common near water.

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus Regular sightings of this beautiful species, albeit with a strange
feeling, since in WEurope it isa common escape.

Mute Swan- Cygnus olorAt Orog and Ogii Nuur.

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnusFairly common at several lakes.

Common ShelduckTadorna tadorna.Common.

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea Widespread. Seen in most locations, somesnat places
surprisingly far from water.

Mandarin Duckg Aix galericulata Seen only at the Tuul River in Ulaanbaatar. Said to be wild.
Garganey Spatula querquedulaRegularly seen.

Northern Shoveler - Spatula clypeata Fairly common at mosdkes.

Gadwall- Mareca strepera.Common on lakes.

Falcated Duck Mareca falcata Seen near Ulaanbaatar and then on Ogii and Bayan Nuur.

(da™y


http://www.worldbirdnames.org/
http://www.worldbirdnames.org/

Falcated Duck, good numbers of this ultaae - from European perspectiveluck

Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelop. Regular, but small numbers at several lakes.

Eastern Spobilled Duck- Anas zonorhynchaAt Bayan Nuur and in the Khurkh Valley.

Mallard - Anas platyrhynchosRegular occurrences.

Northern Pintail- Anas acuta Good numbers on the lakes.

Eurasian €al- Anas creccaSeen at most lakes, in small numbers, only common in Ulaanbaatar.
Redcrested Pochard Netta rufina Small numbers at larger lakes.

Common Pochard Aythya ferinaV). Common.

Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca.Seen in Ulaanbaatar, Orog and Bayan Nuur, singles.

Tufted Duck- Aythya fuligula Less common than Common Pochard.

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca One with the next species at Ogii Nugndrecord for Mongolia after
one that was seen at Gungaluut Nufew years earlier.

{ G S2y S 3 S-NBanitty s@jRdneiSéen at Ogii Nuur in good numbers.

Longtailed Duck- Clangula hyemalisSeen at Kholbooj Nuur. Rare sighting on trips to Mongolia.
Common GoldeneyeBucephala clangulal-air numbers were noted on the northern lakes.
Common Merganser Mergus merganser On the Tuul and the taiga rivers.

Redbreasted Merganser Mergus serrator.Seen at Ogii Nuur. A rare encounter.

White-headed Duck; Oxyura leucocephalaA female aBayan Nuur was an unexpected find, since it
occurs normally far more to the west.

European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeusOne evening, one was hawking insects at Khurkh B.O.
White-throated Needletail- Hirundapus caudacutusOne migant was seen ovesur hotelon the 19",
Common Swift Apus apus Regular in open places and near villages/towliswere ssppekinensis
Pacific Swift Apus pacificus Equally common encountered as previous species.

Great Bustard Otis tardassp.dybowskii(VU). At fields in the Khurkh Valley, 3 males were displaying.



Great Bustard ssp. dybowski

Oriental Cuckoc Cuculus optatus Often heard in the taiga. The first ever tagged Oriental Cuckoo was
caught in our presence.

Common Cuckoe Cuculus camos. Common in the mountains and in the taiga, occurring side by side
with the previous species.

Pallas's SandgrouseSyrrhaptes paradoxusRegular in the first half of the tour.

RockPigeon- Columba livia Wild/genuine ones at Yolyn Am Gorge and BayuSum Gorge.

Hill Pigeon- Columba rupestrisBridge near Khongoryn Els and Bayunug Sum Gorge

Eurasian Collared DoveStreptopelia decaoctoFew birds seen only.

Oriental Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalissp.meena Seen on a few daysncommon.

Brown-cheeked Rai(H)- Rallus indicus Heard at Bayan Lake and in the Khurkh Valley

Baillon's Crak€H)- Porzana pusillaHeard at Bayan Lake.

Spotted CrakgH)¢ Porzana porzanaHeard at Bayan Nuur.

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra Common thoughout on lakes and ponds.

Siberian Crane Leucogeranus leucogeran(@R). One found in the Khurkh Valley, the reason we went
this far east!

White-naped Crane Antigone vipiqVU). Seen in humbers at the bigger lakes, some not yet breeding,
others with small young.

Demoiselle Crane Anthropoides virgo Common sight on the steppes and valleys.

Common Crane Grus grus Less common than the previous species, but still relgutscountered.
Hooded Crane Grus monacha Five birds foraging in the Khurkh Valley was a bonus.

- g

e e o ghe S S R - :

_ L A . » & .
Hooded Cranes, one of 5 species of Crane we saw on this trip



Little Grebe- Tachybaptus ruficollisA pair was foraging on a lake in the Khuvkliey.

Great Crested GrebePodiceps cristatusRegular at the greater lakes.

Horned Grebe Podiceps auritug/U). Several encounters at Kholbooj and Ogii Nuur.

Blacknecked Grebe Podiceps nigricollisAt Ogii and Bayan Nuur.

Blackwinged Stilt- Himantopus himantopus A regular bird at the steppe and desert lakes.

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosettaCommon wader of the steppe and desert lakes.

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanelludNT). Regular in the steppes and Khurkh Valley.

Pacific GolderPlover- Pluvialis fulva At Kholbooj Nuur and Ogii Nuur.

Common Ringed PloverCharadrius hiaticula Seen at Kholbooj Nuur. Apparently rare in Mongolia.
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubiufegular observations.

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexadrinus Common at Kholbooj Nuur.

Lesser Sand PloveCharadrius mongolusMany at Kholhooj Nuur.

Greater Sand PloverCharadrius leschenaultiSmall numbers were found in the Gobi and at Kholbooj
Nuur.

Oriental Plover- Charadrius veredus45 birds seen. Great show when birds take flight during display,
very petrel like.

Whimbrel - Numenius phaeopus3 at Kholbooj Nuur

EurasianCurlew- Numenius arquata orientalisOne at the Khurk Valley.

EasternBlacktailed Godwit - Limosa limosa melanuroidd®T). Many and regularly at the steppe
lakes.

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres At both Kholbooj and Ogii Nuur a few birds.

Ruff- Philomachus pugnaxOnly in numbers at Kholbooj Nuur.

Broadhbilled Sandpiper Calidrisfalcinellus A few at Kholboj Nuur.

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginedNT). Only at Kholbooj Nuur.

Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckiiRegular and typically at sometimes small waters.

Longtoed Stint- Calidris subminuta Frequent encounters, often together with the prews species.
Rednecked Stint- Calidris ruficollis Hard work to find one in the big groups of Little Stint and/or
Sanderlings. We found a couple at Kholbooj Nuur and then splendid comparable with Little Stints when
several birds were foraging at Gumgat Nuur near Ulaanbaatar.

Sanderling- Calidris alba Many at Kholbooj Nuur

Dunlin- Calidris alpinaFew noted at Kholbooj Nuur and Ogii Nuur.

Little Stint- Calidris minuta Many at the steppe lakes and 10s at Gungaluut Nuur.

Asian Dowitcher- Limnodromus semiplamatufNT). Craking summer plumaged birds at the steppe
lakes, but also at the waste water factory in UB and in Khurkh Valley. Curious weird display sound!
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Eurasian WoodcockScolopax rusticolaFlushed on the f9May at the Tuul River and one in the semi
desert that almost landed on someones lap.

Pintail snipe- Gallinago stenuraOnly seen in the first half of the trip.

Swinhoe's Snipe Gallinago megala.Good observations and comparable with Pintail Snipe in the field,
but only identifiedfor sure on the computer screen. The first day near the power plant in Ulaanbaatar.

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago Regular encounters, often displaying.

Rednecked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus Kholbooj Nuur and at Bayan Nuur, a few.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucas Regular encounters.

Green Sandpiper Tringaochropus Seen on the first and second day near UB.

Common RedshankTringa totanus Regular, in numbers.

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis.Few were seen at shallow waters.

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Again,Kholbooj Nuur and Ogii Nuur were the hotspots.

Spotted RedshankTringa erythropus Few birds in splendid breeding plumage.

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia Common at Kholbooj Nuur and also seen in the Khurkh
Valley.

Slenderbilled Gull- Chroicoephalus geneiOne at Orog Nuur.

Brown-headed Gull- Chroicocephalus brunnicephalu&urprisingly frequently encountered, but not
easily discovered between the many Blwdaded Gulls.

Blackheaded Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundusommon at the stepplakes.

Relict Gull- Ichythaetus relictus At Kholbooj Nuur and Ogii Nuur, very good views at close range at
times of this enigmatic gull.

Pallas's Gult Ichthyaetus ichthyaetusNot common but seen at same places as Relict Gull.

Common Gult Larus anusssp.heinei Carefull searching for that one more, revealed two at Orog and
Ogii Nuur.

Vega (Mongolian) GuHlLarus vegassp.mongolicus Common throughout.

Gulkbilled Tern- Gelochelidon niloticaMany seen, also at breeding colonies mixed wiils.

Caspian TeraHydroprogne caspiaFrequently seen at the steppe lakes.

Little Tern- Sternula albifrons At Kholbooj Nuur a few and one or two at Ogii Nuur.

Common Tern- Sterna hirundo longipennis Common, nice to see numbers of this s$pm a
9dzNB LISIFY LISNELISOGABSX

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida A couple were seen in a large group of WHwiaged Terns at
Orog Nuur.

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterusCommon and seen in large numbers at some places.
Black Tern Chlidoniasiiger. Seen hat Kholbooj and Ogii Nuur, in small humbers.

Blackthroated Loon- Gavia arctica One at Ogii Nuur close to shore in immaculate breeding plumage.
Black Stork Ciconia nigra.Two olservations of migrating birds.

Great Cormorant Phalacroorax carbo.Common.

Eurasian Spoonbil Platalea leucorodia Seen at the steppe lakes.

Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris Several birds taking air at Orog Nuur.



Grey Heron Ardea cinereaCommon.
Great Egret Ardea alba Seen at the steppe lake

Osprey- Pandion haliaetus One in Wanbaatar and one roosting in the Gobi Desert.
Bearded Vulture - Gypaetus
barbatus (NT). Common and
spectacular sightings, even on
swallowing a seizable bone.
Crested (Oriental) Honey
Buzzard - Pernis ptilorhynchus.
Several small groups during th:
first week of the trip were
migrating north.

Himalayan Vulture - Gyps
himalayensis(NT). Common in
the Gobi Altai.

Cinereous (Monk) Vulture -
Aegypius monachus (NT).
Common and seen all over the
country. ®metimes in large
groups. Good to see goo(
numbers of this neathreatened
bird.

Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga
clanga. One definite sighting at
our ampsite on the way to Ogii
Nuur and one in the Khurkh.
Booted Eagle - Hieraaetus
pennatus Several sighngs of
singles.

Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis
(EN). Regularly seen in th
steppes and taiga.

Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila
heliacal (VU). One was seen [
one member of the group when

gl GOKAY3 0dKS
Bushchats.
Golden  Eagle -  Aquila Bearded Vulture, just lik€inereous Vulture aammon sigh

chrysaetos. Regular and often

good observations at close range, e.g. at the Yolyn Am gorge.

Japanese SparrowhawkAccipiter gularis Surprise for our guide, we saw 3 individuals during the trip.
Euasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus Couple of fso 8 Q& | & aS@OSNI tf LI | OSa o
Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis.One sighting in the Terelj National Park.

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosusiwo sightings: one at Orog and one at Ogii Nuur.

Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotusSeen at the steppe lakes and in Khurk Valley. At Bayan Nuur
10+ birds together.

Hen Harrier- Circus cyaneusOne femaleype at Ogii Nuur.

Pied harrier- Circus melanoleucosTwice a pair was seen, first seanOgii Nuur (very rare this far
west!) and again in the Khurkh Valley.

Blackeared Kite- Milvus migrans lineatusVery common.

Pallas's Fish EagleHaliaeetus leucoryphu®/U). A brief sighting of an immature at Ogii Nuur by one
member ofthegroup WA £ S 1 GOKAY3I | LI AN 2F wStAOG Ddz £ &X
White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla At Ogii Nuur an adult and 2 adults at the Khurkh Valley.



Upland Buzzard Buteo hemilasiusCommon in the steppes and Khangai Mountains.

Eastern BuzzardButeo japonicusRegular, some very dark birds, especially in the Gobi Altai.
Longlegged BuzzardButeo rufinus Seen only in the Gobi Desert.

Steppe buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinusFew birds seen, in the steppes.

Eurasian Eagi©wl - Bubo bubo One adult in Bayunu§um Gorge

Ural Owl- Strix uralensis One was seen the Khangai taiga and one at the Terelj NP.

Little Owl- Athene noctua plumipesOne was seein the steppes and one in the Khangai Mountains.
Longeared Owl- Asio otus At the Tuul River one was flushed, clearly a migrant.

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops Regular sightings.

Eurasian WryneckJynx torquilla.At the Tuul River, in plantations and then in the taiga forest.
Eurasian Thredoed Woodpecker- Picoidestridactylus A bonus after seeing our first Blduked
Capercaillie in the taiga forest along the Tuin River. Then 2 more were seen in the taiga.

Lesser Spotted WoodpeckeDryobates minorOne at the Tuul River and then once more in the taiga.
GreatSpotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos majorSeen in the taiga forest in the Khangai Mountains.
White-backed Woodpecker Dendrocopos leucoto®nly seen on the first day at the Tuul River.

Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius Seen in the Khangai Mountains

Greyheaded Woodpecker Picus canusAt the 'owl valley' one was found after an intense search.
Lesser KestrelFalco naumanniAt Khongoryn Eland again in the Khurkh Valley and again west of UB.
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Sparse sightings of mostly singles.
Amur Falcon - Falco amurensis
Second day one flew over the
Mongolia Hotel and then common a
the Khurkh Valley Bir@bservatory.
Eurasian Hobby- Falco subbuteo
One hunting hirundies on the first da
and then regular in the Khurkh Valley'
Saker Falcon Falco cherrug milvipes
(EN). Regular sightings of th
impressive falcons.
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Two observations of singles.
Brown Shrike- Lanius cristatus.Seen |[ES
at many places, common.
Isabelline Shrike- Lanius isabellinus.

but frequent encounters.
Steppe Grey ShrikeLanius excubitor

ssp. pallidirostris  Tedinically again ¥k Y LI PSS o N R4 7
f dzYLISR 6 A G K DNXBL Brown Shrikes i in Terelj NP, common both on mlgratn the sout

only found in the (serjdesert at and in the north on the breeding grou

Khongoryn Els.

Siberian Jay Perisoreus infaustusDisappointing views of one Trerelj NP, part o& gang of Spotted
bdzi ONI O1TSNEXZ &d402ftRAY3I. G a2YSGKAYy3 S O2dzZ Ry Qi
Eurasian (Brandt's) Jay Garrulus glandariussp.brandti. A few in the taiga zone of this distinct
subspecies.

Azurewinged Magpie- Cyanopica cyanusOnly at the Tuul River near Ulaanbaatar. Once found, very
confiding

Eurasian Magpie Pica picassp.leucoptera Pretty common in Mongolia, but absent in the south.
Henderson's Ground Jay Podoces hendersoniRestricted to the sentdesert near Khongoryn Els.
Dispite its large size, quite difficult to find, but once found, \amyfiding

Spotted Nutcracker- Nucifraga caryocatactes A large group was scolding at something in the Terel]
National Park. Only seen in the northern taiga.
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Redbilled Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocoraxCommon throughout.

Daurian Jackdaw Coloeus dauuricus Many around! f I | y ol I GF NJ YR AY
journey.

Eastern Rook Corvus frugilegussp.pastinator. Common everywhere.

Oriental crow- Corvus coronssp.orientalis Seen at most places.

Northern Raven Corvus coraxSame as previous two speciesmmon.

Coal Tit- Periparus ater Only in the Terelj NP, few.

Eastern Marsh Tit Poecile palustrissp.brevirostris Seen in the Terelj NP at a small river valley.
Willow Tit - Poecile montanusCommon in the taiga zone.

Azure Tit- Cyanistes cyanusOnly seen at the Tuul River near Ulaanbaatar. Several were singing.
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Azure Tit, a much sought after Siberian specialty

Great Tit- Parus major.Uncommon, scattered. Plantations and forests.

White-crowned Penduline Tit Remiz coronatus In deciduous woods and willows along rivers, once
heard, sometimes vergonfiding

Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus russicu®nly heard at Bayan Nuur.

Eurasian SkylarkAlauda arvensis. Heard in the steppes and in open places in the north.

Cresed Lark- Galerida cristata.Only one or two seen in the beginning of the trip.

Horned Lark Eremophila alpestrissp.brandti. Common everywhere.

Mongolian Shorttoed Lark- Calandrella dukhunensisA small party of about 105 was seen at only
one phce in the steppes.

Mongolian Lark- Melanocorypha mongolicaThis wonderful lark was common in the steppes and in
the Khurkh Valley.

Asian Shortoed Lark- Alaudala cheleensisCommon in the steppes.

Sand Martin- Riparia riparia. Common near water.

Pale Martin - Riparia diluta Seen with Sand Martins at Bayan Lake, nice to compare!

Barn Swallow Hirundo rusticasp.tytleri. Common throughout.

Eurasian Crag MartinPtyonoprogne rupestrisFrequently seen in the Altai mountains.

Common Hous#artin - Delichon urbicunssp.lagopodum Only in Shivee and Yolyn Am gorges.
Asian House Martin Delichon dasypusOne or two seen collecting nest materialShivee Am gorge
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Longtailed Tit- Aegithalos caudatusSeen in the Khangai Mountains. Few.

Hume's Leaf WarblerPhylloscopus humeiSeen and heard frequently in the taiga zone.
Yellow-browed Warbler- Phylloscopus inornatusCommon in the taiga zone.

Pallas's Leaf WarblerPhylloscopus proregulusSeen in the plantations on migration, kalso singing

in the taiga zone and at e.g. Terelj NP.

Radde's Warbler Phylloscopus schwarZDne singing in willowickets in the Khangai taigeone
Sulphurbellied warbler- Phylloscopus griseolusseen and heard briefly at the Yolyn Am gorge.

Dusky Warbler- Phylloscopus fuscatusCommon everywhere and easily seen

Siberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybitssp.tristis. Seen as a migrant and also breeding at Terelj NP.

Sikerian chiffchaff (top right to bottom)

Two-barred Warbler- Phylloscopus plumbeitarsusMany seen and heard, hard to find the diagnostic
features to ID it from Arctic and Greenish Warbler.

Greenish Warbler Phylbscopus trochiloidessp.viridanus Frequently in the taiga zone from Khangai
Mountains eastwards.

Arctic Warbler- Phylloscopus borealisLess common than previous two specieBut still nice to
compare with these, since they were often in mixed groups.

Oriental Reed Warbler Acrocephalus orientalisAt Bayan Nuur and in the Khurkh Valley. Singing.
Paddyfield Warbler- Acrocephalus agricola One seen on migration and thenore frequently at
reedbeds at Bayan Nuur.

Thickbilled Warbler- Arundinax aedon Late migrant, but good views or birds trapped at sometimes
tree-less places as e.g. one was found under our vehicles one morning in the Khurkh Valley.
Pallas's Grasshopper &vbler - Locustella certhiola Veryconfidingin the short grass at Orog Nuur and
then again in the Khurkh Valley. Great to have nice view of this super skulker!



Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolat One was seen at our last campsite by few memshad our
group.

Chinese Bush WarblerLocustella tacsanowskiaLate migrant and only heard and seen (luckily quite
well after long wait) on the last days of the trip.

Siberian Lesser WhitethroatSylvia currucasp.blythi. Many atseveral locationsQuite different song
than itsEuropeancounterparts.

Asian Desert Warbler Sylvia nana In a
sexual grove in the serdiesert of the Gobi.
Common Whitethroat - Sylvia communis
Fewbirds seen at the Terelj NP.

Eurasian Nuthatch- Sitta europaeassp.
asiatica At the Khangai Mountain
commonly seen and heard.

Wallcreeper- Tichodroma muraria.Seen at
Yolyn Am, even a pair displaying and mati
Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia famifaris.
Only a few at Khangai and in Terelj NP.
White-cheeked Starling - Spodiopsar
cineraceus. Seen in several places. S
groupsor solo birds, like at the Tuul River.
Daurian Starling- Agropsar sturninus One
at a small plantation near a well on route t
Khongoryn Els.Rare species in these par
of Mongolia.

Rosy Starling Pastor roseus Small groups
at Orog Nuur and in the steppes.

White's Thrush - Zoothera aurea One
flushed at the Tuul River and then hdan
the Khangai Mountains.

Eyebrowed Thrush Turdus obscurusMany
during the first part of the trip, migrants that
quickly moved on northwards.

Blackthroated Thrush- Turdus atrogularis Asian Desert Warbler in a Saxual grove inthe s
One amongstmany otherthrushes on the desert of the Go
first day.

Redthroated Thrush- Turdus ruficollis Many migrating, but also breeding pairs in the taiga.
Naumann's Thrush Turdus naumanni First days seen near the Tuul River in Ulaanbaatar.

Dusky Thrush Turdus eunomus Somewhat more common later migrant than the previepgcies.
Frequently seen in the first half of the trip.

Fieldfare- Turdus pilarisOne amongst thrushes at the Tuul River is a good record for Ulaanbaatar.
Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibiricaOne at Orog Nuur and in the Khurk Valley.

Asian Brovn Flycatcher- Muscicapa dauurica Regular encounters of both migrants and territorial
birds in the taiga.

Siberian Blue RobinLarvivora cyane One female type spotted in the field and then the same day one
handled at Khurkh Bird Observatory.

Bluethroat - Luscinia svecicaOne at Bayan Nuur was the only one of the entire trip.



White-cheeked Starling (top), Daurian Starling (left) and Rosy Starling (right)

Siberian Rubythroat- Calliope calliope Regular encounters, both on migration and birds tha
breeding grounds. Nice to hear them singing.

Redflanked Bluetail - Tarsiger cyanurus Most birds had already migrated north while searching
plantations in the desert, but we found several obliging ones on their breeding grautis taiga.
Yellowrumped Flycatcher- Ficedula zanthopygia Encountered on 2 days in the Khurkh Valley,
splendid species indeed!

Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla Regular. One individual showed mixed characters of both Red
breasted and Taiga Flycatcher. See pidur€onsensus is that it wasraiga FlycatcherThe female
accompanying that male also showed characters of atiRedsted Flycatcher, but we were not able to
take pictures of that one. A paper isapparently underway to explain the findingen these bids
showing mixed charactefsr this alreadyhard to identify species pair

Eversmann's RedstartPhoenicurus erythronotusFew birds on territory in the Khangai Mountains.
Eastern Black RedstartPhoenicurus ochrurassp.phoenicuroides Higheraltitude species in both the
Altai and Khangai Mountains.

Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurug\ few birds seen in the Khangai region.

Daurian Redstart Phoenicurus auroreusSeveral seen in the first week, probable migrants.

DNf RSy a i NR dRdd@enicurGsRedytiirbgistrusAfter long search, one at great distance in the
high Altai Mountains.



Common Rock ThrushMonticola saxatilis Contrary
of what you think from a European perspective, but
Mongolia is actually the main Central Asia certkits
distribution.  Further west it occurs rather patchy.
Several single and pairs very well seen.
White-throated Bush Chat Saxicola insigni€v/). One
of the star birds of the trip, only recently the breeding
distribution was found of this rare anseldom seen
species. We found a pair in the Khangai Mountains.
Siberian Stonechat Saxicola mauruslt is notoriously
RAFTFAOMzZ G (G2 ARSyi(GATFe (GKS
Though we presumably encountered a few of this
taxon in the desert.
Stejneger's Sinechat- Saxicola stejnegeri A few in
the open bogs in the taiga and on low scrub in river
valleys on the north.
Northern Wheatear- Oenanthe oenanthe Regularly
seen in all kinds of habitats.
Isabelline  Wheatear - Oenanthe isabellina.
Nightingale othe desert, imitating many other species
and sounds. Common.
Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti Few birds in the
(semi)desert of the Gobi.
Pied Wheatear- Oenanthe pleschanka Migratory
birds on the fist half of the trip.
PDOH (YHUPDQQTV SHGVW gayaul Sparrow Passer ammodendriAt Khongoryn

Els a pair performed weleventually, after some

searchingand the next day 10s weeeen in the middle of the serdiesert nearby.

Brown Accentor, restricted mainly to the mounteamges in the south



