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About the Caucasus Royal tour 

The Caucasus Royal tour is a trip that combines the best birdwatching as well as a variety of culturally 

important sites in Georgia and Armenia. We typically start of in Northern Georgia, looking for the 

endemics of the Greater Caucasus and other high mountain species. From there, we set off to explore the 

remote steppes of Eastern Georgia, before heading down to Armenia for the specialties of the Anatolian 

plateau, along with a selection of fine wetland birds. Apart from the birding, some of the Southern 

CŀǳŎŀǎǳǎΩ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƻƭŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ DŜǊƎŜǘƛ ŀƴŘ 

Noravank to the rock monastery complex of Davit Gareja, from enjoying wine tasting in Georgia (as well 

ŀǎ ƛƴ !ǊƳŜƴƛŀύ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¢ōƛƭƛǎƛΩǎ ƻƭŘ town streets, the region easily combines it all.  

Target species 

Caucasian Snowcock, Caspian Snowcock, Caucasian Black Grouse, Imperial Eagle, Bearded, Black and 

Egyptian Vulture, Pygmy Cormorant, White-headed Duck, White-Tailed Lapwing, Terek Sandpiper, Roller, 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, Bimaculated Lark, Western and Eastern Rock Nuthatch, Wallcreeper, Rose-

coloured StarlingΣ DǸƭŘŜƴǎǘŀŘǘΩǎ Redstart, Rufous-tailed Bush-Robin, White-breasted Robin, Blue and Red-

tailed Rock ThrushΣ wŀŘŘŜǎΩ Accentor, Semi-Collared Flycatcher, Red-breasted FlycatcherΣ aŞƴŞǘǊƛŜǎΩ 

WarblerΣ ¦ǇŎƘŜǊΩǎ Warbler, Paddyfield Warbler, Red-fronted Serin, Great Rosefinch, Rock Sparrow, Pale 

Rock Sparrow, Trumpeter Finch, White-winged Snowfinch, Black-headed Bunting, Grey-necked Bunting. 

hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ¢ŜǊŜƪ {ŀƴŘǇƛǇŜǊΣ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ wƻŎƪ Nuthatch and Pale Rock 

Sparrow. 

Guides : Frans De Schamphelaere and Dachi Shoshitashvili 

Participants: Lisa Reynolds, Chris Nevitt, Patrick Pykett, Liam Feeney, Bill Grossi, Easy Patterson, Fabian 

Bindrich, Robert Matics and Graham Barrett 
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Sunday May 8th ς The high Caucasus - From 

Tbilisi to Kazbegi 

Start of the Caucasus Royal adventure. We 

gather at the hotel lobby in Tbilisi, which is also 

the trip hotspot for Mourning Dove, and set off 

for the spectacular journey to Stepantsminda, 

high up in the Northern Caucasus mountains. 

The Jvarj pass is still very snowy, and 

unfortunately, ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 

Snowfinches seen from the car.  

The weather is cold, misty, and snowy. All along 

the way. However, those make for great 

circumstances to see some of the high mountain 

specialties - arriving in Stepantsminda, we find 

the first target species incl. 25 Great 

Rosefinches, т DǸƭŘŜƴǎǘŀŘǘΩǎ Redstarts and 

several Caucasian Chiffchaffs. We also see our 

first 15 Dagestan Turs, an endemic mountain 

goat to the Northern Caucasus ridge. 

Twite, Red-fronted Serin, Northern Wheatear, Caucasian Horned Lark, Ring Ouzel are some of the other 

great mountain species, and we also add species like Hoopoe, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Dunnock, Grey 

Wagtail, Common and Black Redstart to the trip list. 

In the afternoon, we spend some time looking for Wallcreeper and find one showing off quite nicely! 

Several Griffon Vultures battle the elements, and migrating raptors include Honey and Steppe Buzzards. 

A Red Fox is found sleeping higher up a slope. We decide to start walking back to the car as we witness a 

Red-backed Shrike catch and eat a Black Redstart in the snow. A very dramatic moment leaving us all 

silent. 

!ƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŎŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛng new, as the visibility is low. On previous trips, we 

were able to spot Lynx, Wolf and Bear all around Stepantsminda, so always good to keep an eye ƻǳǘΧ  

We call it a day - but a great start of the trip! 

 

Horned lark (© Fabian Bindrich) 

Great Rosefinch male (© Fabian Bindrich) 
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Monday May 9th ς The high Caucasus - Kazbegi 

Another day of birding around Stepantsminda, with a 
misty morning making it difficult to scan for Caucasian 
Snowcock and Caucasian Grouse. Little did we know 
that we would get fantastic views of some of the target 
species, and one of the best migration days we every 
had on a Caucasus Royal tripΧ 

We decide to go birding along the Terek River, which 
results in a brilliant performance of at least 3 different 
Wallcreepers at eye-height. As the weather starts 
clearing up, we soon not only see several distant 
Caucasian Grouses, also the local raptors come out, incl. 
Golden Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, a Goshawk, Griffon and 
Bearded Vultures. We also get some fantastic migration 
now, with, among steady streams of Black Kites, Honey 
Buzzards, Steppe Buzzards, Sparrowhawks, Hobby, a 
Levant Sparrowhawk, a 1st year Imperial Eagle, 5 Lesser 
Spotted Eagles, and a White-Tailed Eagle.  

Overall, it is great birding along the river. We get Grey 
Egrets, Grey Wagtail, Common Sandpiper, Little Ringed 
Plover, Turtle Dove, Alpine Swift, Cuckoos, Dipper, 
Whinchat, Rock Thrush, Barred Warbler, Song Thrush, 
Garden Warbler, Whitethroat, Blackcap, Willow 
Warbler, Chiffchaff, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Long-
tailed Tit, Lesser Grey Shrike, Red-backed Shrike, 
Chough, Alpine Chough, Raven, Linnet, Goldfinch and 
Rock Bunting. Mammal-wise, several Dagestan Turs and 
an Ermine are seen too. 

One of the images that sticks are 5 Rollers migrating 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿȅ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΧ 

With the improved weather and visibility, we decide to 
give it a try for the Snowcocks after lunch. A first very 
distant Caucasian Snowcock is seen with the telescope 
from the centra square in Stepantsminda. We head up to 
get some closer views, and up in the mountains, we see 
multiple Great Rosefinches, DǸƭŘŜƴǎǘŀŘǘΩǎ Redstarts, 
Red-throated Pipits, Merlin, and Bullfinches. At the 
viewpoint, after hearing the calls and some desperate 
searching, everybody now gets some good views of in 
total 6 Caucasian Snowcocks ς masters of camouflage. 
Those ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΧ  

 

Caucasian snowcocks (© Frans De Schamphelaere 
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We see some more turs as well as some distant Caucasian GrouseΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ǾƛŜǿΧ 

 

Two endemics of the Caucasus together - Caucasian Grouse and Dagestan Tur (© Frans De Schamphelaere) 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ŘŀȅΗΗ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǾŜǊ ȅŜǘΧ  

We decided to go for some evening scanning for mammals, and it was not long before we got eyes on a 
mother Bear with two cubs, as well as several Dagestan Turs. We enjoyed the views for over an hour 
before it got too dark, and we headed back for a well-deserved Georgian dinner. Tired but happy! 

 

Brown bear with two cubs (© Frans De Schamphelaere) 

Wallcreeper (© Frans De Schamphelaere) 
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Tuesday May 10th ς The high Caucasus - Kazbegi  

²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǳǇΣ aƻǳƴǘ YŀȊōŜƪ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǇŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƛǎ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎΧ  After the very enjoyable past day 

along the river, we decide to perform some hiking around the village, enjoying the scenery, easy hiking, 

and diversity in species.  

 

A sunny day with lots of raptor migration in the Terek river valley (© Chris Nevitt) 

With this weather, raptor migration is great, with 2 Imperial Eagles, 4 Steppe Eagles, 1 Black Vulture, 

Booted Eagle, an adult male MontaguΩǎ Harrier, Long-legged Buzzard, several levant Sparrowhawks and 

2 Marsh Harriers among the streams of Black kite, honey and steppe Buzzards. Otherwise, we see several 

Griffon and Bearded Vultures, Great and Little Egret, Common Rock Thrush, Roller, Cuckoo, Hoopoe, 

Common Sandpiper, Crag Martin, Tree Pipit, Treecreeper, Fire-fronted Serin, Rosefinch, Reed Warbler, 

Linnet, Twite, Ortolan Bunting and several Rock BuntingǎΧ 

 

Steppe Eagle overhead (© Fabian Bindrich) 
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