About the Caucasus Royal tour

The Caucasus Royal tour is a trip that combines the best birdwatching as well as a variety of culturally
important sites in Georgia and Armenia. We typically start oNarthern Georgia, looking for the

endemics of the Greater Caucasus and other high r@nrspecies. From there, we set off to explore the

remote steppes of Eastern Georgia, before heading down to Armenia for the specialties of the Anatolian
plateau, along with a selection of fine wetland birds. Apart from the birding, some of the Southern
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Noravank to the rock monastery complex of Davit Gareja, from enjoying wine tasting in Georgia (as well
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Target species

Caucasiarsnowcock Caspiansnowcock Caucasiamlack Grouse,Imperial Eagle Beaded, Blackand
EgyptiarVulture, PygmyCormorant White-headedDuck White-TailedLapwing TerekSandpiperRoller,
BluecheekedBeeeater, BimaculatedLark Western andEastern Rock Nuthat¢chWallcreeper, Rose
colouredStarling D N f R RydatariR&cuSeaiied BushRobin White-breastedRobin Blue and Red

tailed Rock Thrush  w I RdeeéhtdrCBemiCollaredFlycatchey RedbreastedFlycatcheE a Sy S NA S & ¢
Warblez ! LJOVarBleLIRaddyfieldwarbler, Redfronted Serin GreatRosefinchRock SparropwPale

Rock SparrowTrumpeterFinch White-winged Snowfinch BlackheadedBunting GreyneckedBurting.

hdzi 2F GK2a$S GFNBSG &aLISOASas ¢S NRHaBhatliPaleR&cE ¢ SNB |
Sparrow

Guides: Frans De SchamphelaenedaDachiShoshitashvili

Participants Lisa Reynolds, Chris Nevitt, Patrick Pykett, Liam Feene@r&Bi, Easy Patterson, Fabian
Bindrich, Robert Matics and Graham Barrett
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SundayMay 8" ¢ The high Caucasus From
Thilisi to Kazbegi

Start of the CaucasusRoyal adventure. We
gather at the hotel lobby in Thiljsvhich is also
the trip hotspot forMourning Dove, and set off
for the spectacular journey to Stepantsminds
high up in theNorthern Caucasusnountairs.
The Jvarj pass is still very snowy, a
unfortunately,6 S OF y Qi &ai2LJ
Snowfinclesseen from the car.

The weather is coldnisty,and snowyAll along
the way. However, those make for gre
circumstances to see some of the high mounta
specialties- arriving in Stepantsminda, we finc
the first target species incl.25 Great }
Rosefinces T DNf RS ReédstareRand) §
severalCaucasiarChiffchafs. We also see ou
first 15 Dagestan T, an endemic mountain

- Great Rosefinch male (© Fabian Bindrich)
goat to theNorthern Caucasus ridge.

Twite, Red-fronted Serin Northern Wheatear, CaucasiatdornedLark Ring Ouzetre some of the other
great mountain species, and we also add speciesldaoe Great Spotted Woodpecker Dunnock,Grey
Wagtail, Common andBlackRedstartto the trip list.

In the afternoon, we spend some time looking #allcreeperand find one showig off quite nicely!
SeveralGriffon Vultures battle the elements, and migrating raptors includeney andSeppe Buzzard.

A Red Foxis found sleeping higher up a slope. We decide to start walking back to the car as we witness a
Red-backedShrikecatch and eat éBlackRedstartin the snow. A very dramatic moment leaving us all
silent.

Ly S@SyAy3a aoly ¥F2N YIngMawfastheRigislisy 16 0w. ONfBedioizs tips, Avg” | y &
were able to spotynx, Wolf and Bearall around Stepantsminda, so always good to keep an2egeli X
We call it a day but a great start of the trip!

Horned lark® Fabian Bindrich)

BATUMI
www.batumibirding.com BIRDING Caucasus Royal Ma{ 8172022



http://www.batumibirding.com/

Monday May 9" ¢ The high CaucasuKazbegi

Another day of birding around Stepantsminda, with a
misty morning making it difficult to scan for Caucasian
Snowcocland Caucasia@rouse.Little did we know

that we would get fantastic views of some of the target
species, ad one of the best migration days we every
had on a Caucasus Royal tKip

We decide to go birding along tAerek Rivemwhich
results in a brilliant performance of at least 3 different
Wallcreepersat eyeheight. As the weather starts
clearing up, we soon not only seeveraldistant
Caucasiarrouses also the local raptors come ouncl.
GoldenEagle PeregrineFalcon aGoshawk,Griffon and
Beaded Vultures. We also get some fantastmigration
now, with,among steady streams &flackKites, Honey
Buzzard, Seppe Buzzard, Sparrowhawls, Hobby, a
Levant Sparrowhawk a1 year Imperial Eagle 5Lesser
Jootted Eagles, and aWhite-TailedEagle

Overall, it is great birding@ng theriver. Weget Grey
Egres, GreyWagtail, Common Sandpipelittle Ringed
Plover, Turtle Dove, Alpine Swift, Cuckoe, Dipper,
Whinchat, Rock ThrushBarred Warbler, Song Thrush
GardenWarbler, Whitethroat, Blaclcap, Willow
Warbler, Chiffchaff Red-breastedFlycatcherLong-
tailed Tit, LesseiGreyShrike Red-backedShrike g
Chough, Alpine Chough, Raven, Linnet, Goldfinchand by
Rock Bunting Mammalwise, severaDagestan Twsand ¥
an Emine are seen too. %

One of the images that sticks dsérollers migrating ;
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With the improved weather and visibility, we decide to
give it a try for theSnowcock after lunch. Airst very
distant Caucasiarsnowcocks seen with the tedscope
from the centra square in Stepantsmind&e head up to §
get some closer views, and up in the mountains, we se
multiple GreatRosefincles D Nf R S y RdddtaRs[i Q af
Red-throated Pipits, Merlin, and Bullfinches. At the &
viewpoint, after hearing thealls and some desperate
searching, everybody now geteme good views ah
total 6 Caucasiarsnowcock ¢ masters of camouflage.

a  Caucasian snowcocks (© Frans De Schamphe
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Wallcreeper © Frans De Schaphelaere

Two endemics of the Caucasus togeth@aucasian Grousend Dagestan TY© Frans De Schamphelaere)
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We decided to go for some evenisganning for mammals, and it was not long before we got eyes on a
mother Bearwith two cubs, as well as sever@lagestan Tus. We enjoyed the views for over an hour
before it got too dark, and we headed back for a vdelservedGeorgian dinnerTired but happy!

Brown bear with two cub& Frans De Schamphelaere)
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TuesdayMay 10" ¢ The high CaucasuKazbegi
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along the river, we decide tperform some hiking around the villagenjoying the scenery, easjking,
and diversity in species.

A sunny day with lots of raptor migration in the Terek river valley (© Chris Nevitt)

With this weather, raptor migration is great, withimperial Eagles, 4 Seppe Eagles, 1 BlackVulture,
BootedEagle an adultmale MontaguQ Barrier, LongleggedBuzzard severalevant Sparrowhawls and

2 Marsh Harriesamong the streams d@lackkite, honeyandsteppeBuzzard. Otherwise, we see several
Griffon and Beaded Vultures, Great and Little Egret, Canmon Rock ThrushRoller, Cuckog Hoopoeg
Common SandpipeIiCragMartin, Tree Pipit, Treecreeper Firefronted Serin RosefinchReed Warble,
Linnet, Twite, Ortolan Buntingand severaRock Buntinga X

SteppeEagleoverhead ©® Fabian Bindrich)
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