A O aNJIEI
PR photography

: / \ W\ R,
/ / \ ¢ .
9 ) \ R
/ / I N h \ N N l' / i \ .
7 , ) | T pIN TR | 3 BN
r y ’ N A
/ X \ \ i | 3
/ A7 / \ VAR T\ \ 3 \ CLE
4 y \ R (RS AR N / / N ; %
. \ \ R AL AN
/ LY = SRR A W ‘V X / / 3
y 2 \ \ AR N ‘ |
Y % \

Bird & Mammal Trip Report
Laos & Cairnodia (FebMar 2024)

r |
7 | ‘ ,‘ \
’ | ‘ /134 L} A
1% ' | i
’ ! % / \
\




Bird & Mammal Trip Report Laos & Cambodia (2024) Rob Jansen & Romy Jansen

Introduction

About us

We are twoenthusiasticnature lovers who travel the world together to search for stunning birds,
fascinating mammalsand incredible natureOur world travel started in October 2021 in South

America. In January 2024 we went3outheast Asia to continue our search for birds and mammals.

Rob Jansetis a biologist andwildlife photographer and thus henaslots of knowledge about species
andecologyl SQa Sy (dKdzaAl aGAO | 62 dzphotbgraphs birdsindn@@malsy y | G dzl
Romy Janseiidoutzageris a marketing professionaOur social mradia accounts, the look and feel of

this report and the website are her work. In the field, she is an ese#ipotter and very patient

03AAPS YS a2YS 2F KSNI LI GASYOS XIyR KdzZNNEHU

Robith“ Laotan Langurs ‘ J | Romywith a Moth

Information and how to use this trip report

This trip report coversour trip to Laos & CambodiaVe travelledthere from the 18" of February
until the 18" of March2024 For all photos of outaos & Cambodlitrip, comments, compliments,
any specific questions, visind/or contact us viaur website We would love to hear from you!

@www.robiansenphotoqraphv.com/laos www.instagram.com/robjansenphotography

@www.robiansenphotoqraphv.com/cambodia

Species are highlightedh this trip report blue for birds red for mammals and green for
herpetofauna Target species which we missatla specific spot are writtein italic. This gives you
an idea which species to pay extra attentimn All observations made by uslimos & Cambodiean
be found on Observatioarg. Weobserved a total of about31 bird species an@ mammal species
in Laos Click here for thebird list, mammal li$ or the total species listWe observed a total of abou

222bird species and3 mammal species in Cambodia. Click here for thet list, mammal listor the
total species list
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https://www.robjansenphotography.com/laos
http://www.instagram.com/robjansenphotography
https://www.robjansenphotography.com/cambodia
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=1&country_id=128&start_date=2024-01-18&end_date=2024-02-29&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=2&country_id=128&start_date=2024-01-18&end_date=2024-02-29&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=0&country_id=128&start_date=2024-01-18&end_date=2024-02-29&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=1&country_id=37&start_date=2024-02-29&end_date=2024-03-16&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=2&country_id=37&start_date=2024-02-29&end_date=2024-03-16&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=0&country_id=37&start_date=2024-02-29&end_date=2024-03-16&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
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For more trip reports see our websiteww.robjansenphotography.com/tripeports

Map and specific locations

After bird & mammalwatching a big part of South America we went to Southeast Asia, beginning in
Thailand (see previous trip redsy and then continuing through Laos & Cambodia. The map
underneath shows places we visited in these two countries. You can click on the heading to go to
that specific section in this trip report if you are only planning on visiting a certain part obthrerg

during your vacation.

We made amap in Google My Mapwith pointers of interesting trails and places aspecifichird

and mammalocations. You can view this map, download the points and add them to your own map
(click on the three dots above the legend and download the KML file and drag this to your own map),
2NJ  RR GKSY AyYy.Magsse hashdst Walki trdiis ©rYitSaad is usable offlinRoute
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https://www.robjansenphotography.com/trip-reports
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1RHWFCLmHYuhjUKaSMHucZtB4WwuYiwY&ll=15.384247457648064%2C103.1021786087957&z=6
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Cambodia
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Weather and timing

We mostly timed our visit to these countries assequel tothe other countries we had previously

visited But it seemed to coincide pretty well with the optimal times for visiting both countries. We

RARY QU KIF@S Fyed NIYAya 2N F23 AYLISRAYy3 Fyeée gAfREA
interesting migrants on the mountain in Laos and the endemic mammals and bird species are present

year round. Monsoon rains come around Magtober in both countries. In Laos we heard from

people at the Rock Viewpoint that &lso becomes very hot and unbeargbhumid during the

Monsoon seasonin Cambodialots of areas are nebr impossible to visit €.g., Tmatboey) and

targetsare difficult to find (Giant Ibisfor example) or even absentd.g.,many birds in Prek Toal). It

seems that De@\pril is thebesttime to visit Cambodia to get the target species, with birds like Giant

Ibis becoming more reliable in F&far. More detailed information in the text.

Transportation

Laos

Taxis are not very expensive and public transport is quite cheap in Laos. ferdortier of Thailand

we paid 300THB (8.35USD) to our hotel in Vientiane. There we rented a medium SUV from Hertz for
55USD per day. Roads are generally in quite a bad state and even the new asphalt will probably have

ZolPansen _ 4
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potholes in a few yeardriving remin@d us a bit of Africa; oftethere are noclear lanes, lots of
potholes and all kinds of slow? @ S K brifie Sréi@ highway. Bus tickets were bought at the bus
station as this is cheaper than via tourist organizations. There sezivsno need to buy tkets in
advance.

Cambodia

For the larger distances, we mostly used the local agencies that offer transport between the touristic
locations If you want to travel between th&argertowns (or even from/to Bangkok in Thailand or Ho

Chi Minh City in Vietrma), we recommend théus company Giant lhit § Q& | 06 A G LINK OA SN
departedon time, were cleanhad clear communicationprioritized safdy (seat belts, two drivers

etc.), and a part of the profits ean go to the conservation of the namesake bird!

Youcanbooktransport ticketsin advance online via 12GoAsia, but expect to pay a hefty fee (tickets
going 3x the local price sometimes). Once in the cities we hired bicycles or scooters/motorbikes to
get aound to the birding placesThesecan often be booked at any hotel, or otherwjsealk down

the touristic streets to book it at any shop or other hotel.

Literature

- Treesucuon, U. & Limparungpatthanakij, W. (2018). Birds of Thailand. Lynx & Bitelifiatlanal

Field Guides. Lynx Edicions, Barceldkfger the Colombia version | was fan of the Lynx bird books.

The dawingsare good, although sometimes | wish for a bit marg( clearer bottom and upper side

of birds that are often encountered flyingjalso like that they pasttention to ssp. and possible splits

with clear distribution maps on the same page as the bird descriptiisjissomething that was

missing in the other bird books of SE Asia.

- Craik, R. & Minh L.Q2@18).). Birds of Wetnam. Lynx & Birdlife International Field Guides. Lynx
Edicions, Barcelon&gain a great book from Lynx, with the sakied ofshortcomings as mentioned

above.

- Francis, C. (2019). Field guide to the mammals of SeaghAsia. Bloomsbury Publishidgst an

FYFTAYy3 YFEYYFE 3dARS FyR &2 KILILR AG OFYS 2dzi 2ad
if you are travelling lightweight. It has distribution maps and short descriptions opposite to the

drawings and more extensive information in theck of the book.

- BirdNet app for recording the bird sousd¥ & 2dz R2y Qi 1{,Bi&Metdarfgivedi KS & 2 dzy F
possibldDo dzii A U0 R2Saye8ia g2N] 3INBFG Ay {9

Equipment
Photography Sony A9 Il + 26600mm + 1.4x converter Sony 2405mm GoPro Hes 9

Binoculars and telescope&warovskEL 8x32VB,Eden 8x32 XP, Swagki65HD+ 2550mm
Heat scope/Thermal imagerLahoux Spotter NL 62&%houxbirding.coji We got to test this new

and improved thermal caesra fom a company in The Netherlands. | owned other brands, but we

?oﬂ cnder ) >
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are super happy with the sharpness, modesd light weight of this heat scope! More here:
robjansenphotography.com/lahotirding

Spotlighting Fenix HT18 Long Distance Flashlight (powerful, very focussed and my preferred choice
for open areas)ienix FD41 Focus Flashlight.

Money in Laos & Cambodia

We mostly paid in casim both countries: & 2 dzZNJ RS6 A i OwolkRany BtdrdRoy gag  a
station. In Vientiane (Laos) we had searchvery long before we found an ATEPhongsavanh)
where we were able to withdraw mondynaximum of2 million with 40.000 ATM fee)Both USD and
THB (Thai Bd) are widely accepted throughit Laos. In Cambodia it was easier to withdraw money
at ATMs, and we were able to withdravoth Cambodian Riel (KHR) and UBDst banks had high
withdrawal fees. We took money out at ABA Bank ATtéspite the feeslt was better for us to
withdraw per 5@ USO5 USCiee). Whenwithdrawing1500 USthe feewas as high as 25 USD!

(p))
(p))

In this report we will mentiorsomeprices in Laotian Kip (LAK) and Cambodian Riel (KHR). Exchange
ratesat the time of our visit wereoughly 1 EUR = 22,600 LAK or 1 USD 6@Q8Kand 1 EUR =
4,400 KHR or 1 USD = 4,050 KHR.

Use of cell phones ihaos & Cambodia

In Laos we bought hao TeleconSIMcard at one of their shops in Vientiane for 10k KIP. A data
package of 20GB for 30 days was 50k KIP. The SIM worked reasosidblyddhad reception 80% of
the places we went (so most of the main roads and villages, but not oroftdthou Sam Soum
mountain).

In Cambodiave boughta Metfone SIMcard at a store in Kratié for 2USD, and bouf&B valid for

30 days for 4USD. It war# pretty well all over Cambodia (even around Tmatboey it worked ok).

Water-to-Go

To reduce plastic usage on our travels we bought Waigbo water bottles. Read about our
experience with Wateto-Go on our websitewww.robjansenphotography.com/watein-go. The

bottle and filters are not too expensive, and you will have your investment back within one holiday. If
you order with the voucheRJANSENIyou will get15% discountas well! Checkhe website here:
www.watertogousa.conm(United States of America, Canada)yw.watertogo.eu(United Kingdom)

or www.watertogo.shop(maost countries in the EU).

Acknowledgements

A big thanks to all the people who took the effort and time to write trip reports for both
www.mammalwatching.cormand www.cloudbirders.com| would also like to express gratitude to
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many naturalists who | contacted via iNaturalist and other channels for specific information about
species and who shared their knowledge and exgrerés. Amongst them is Peter Brakels, whod®

all the herpetofauna we found in Ladsam grateful that @ adian/Dutch birder Ben Pagas willing

to helpedit this trip report!

If my trip report maksyour trip more fun,
time and cat efficient; think about supporting
my creative journey byuying me a coffee
Your generosity brings me closer to capturin
impressive wildlife photos and untold stories

W0 Buymeacofe

goﬂ cnder )
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Visitedsitesin Laos

Vientiane 17.96581, 102.61247

Dates visited 18-19 Februar2024

2 S 2yfe @GAAAGSR GKS [F2aQ OFLAGIE F2NJ Gg2 yAIK
returning our rental car and getting the bus to oumext destination. We theref@RA Ry Qi R2 Y dzC
birdinghere. The first night around 17.608.00 we visited the Starling roost along Khou Vieng street,

near the crossing with Lane Xadg 06575, 102.6125We got the best views from a bit more west

(17.9681, 102.6118% We wished we brought a telescope, as there were many birds to check,

mostly Chestnuttailed Starlings, House Sparrovesid Great Myna With a telescope we would have

probably seen some dahe other starlings that &ave been found hereDaurian Starling, White

shoulder Starlingand European StarlingWe left whenthe light faded too much.

Phou Sam Soumountain 19.14842, 103.81112

Dates visited 19-22 Februar2024

Logistics We rented an intermediate SUWR Y | SNIT F2NJ pp! {5 G2 @Araii
Google Maps on the directions when driving from or to Vientiahestead,take the R13 to
Bolikhamxai and turn north (18.39308, 103.64281). Let the navigation take you to Thasi (18.84741,
103.81297).There are restaurants and accommodasdhere if you have to split the drive in two.

Then let the navigation take youia Xiangta (18.91768, 104.00162) Muang Moc {9.06678,
103.9587. From there you can go all the way to Muang Ngan (19.15816, 103.596kA1g over

Phou Sam Soum mountain along the way. Most of the road is tarred and doable with the
intermediate SUV.

Our rental car from Hertz Basic bathroom aDavieng Guesthouse

ZolPansen _ 8
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1RHWFCLmHYuhjUKaSMHucZtB4WwuYiwY&ll=17.974979295070007%2C102.6123363244939&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1RHWFCLmHYuhjUKaSMHucZtB4WwuYiwY&ll=17.974979295070007%2C102.6123363244939&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1RHWFCLmHYuhjUKaSMHucZtB4WwuYiwY&ll=19.104082320125016%2C103.75627486394319&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1RHWFCLmHYuhjUKaSMHucZtB4WwuYiwY&ll=19.104082320125016%2C103.75627486394319&z=12
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Accommodation In Muang Ngan (Muang Moc on Google Maps) is onestiuse -Davieng

Guesthousewhich has about basic 10 rooms, but with WiFi and AC. We found the bed in room 10
guite comfortable and dichot hawe many springs sticking out. The price was as low as 100k KIP
(4.8USD) per night for the room and dinner footwas60k KIP (2.87USD).

Bird/mammalwatching

On Poute Thasi- Muang Moc(18.97907, 103.98208

Already on the way onencounters a spot which could be worth a stop. In a corner next to the road

is where other birders have fourBlacktailed Crake2 S RARY Qi 20aSNIWS A G KSNE
beautiful butterflies and dragonflies at this spot.

Phou Sam Soum mountaiRoalside birding east

Despite much of the mountain hillsides having been cleatieete are some interesting patches to

bird along the road on the east side of the mountain. One place in particular was quite productive for

us (19.14646, 103.82552n the fields ¢mostly ferng above the road iswherd er don’ s Bushc
was singing and where we got good viewsokset Bush Warblers. Rustgpped Fulvettavas seen

after it called from the roadside shrubs. A bit down the road we fovatiowthroated Fulvettasthis

way.

At a stream near the road (19.13705, 103.84386) we again foiatidw-throated Fulvettg besides
some pretty butterflies anélaty-bellied Tesia

Driving with the windows open yielded a whole range of birds, inclu@irayvn-breasted Bulbul,
Mountain BulbulandLongtailed Sibia.

N A

Russet Bush Warbléf

Phou Sam Soum mountarnSummit Trail(19.1484, 103.8111)3
The summit trail is used by locals to access the forest to cut wood and hunt, but does allow access to

some great forest and is still very interestifithe trail climbs steeply at some parts and is best not
walkedduringor after rain as it can get slippergspeciallythe first part until the stream9.14363,

ZolPansen _
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103.80878 is very interesting, and most targets were observed along this part. Quite some mixed
flocks were observed, and sometimes lured in with the tape of @ull@wlet and some pishing.
These mixed flocks contained an array of awesome species, often inclBbliegvinged Minla,

Whi skered Yuhina, Gailed | Sdrbisd, Y8llowheeked dTjt, Whize-tlecated
Fantail, Yellow-bellied Fantailand Blackeared Shrikebabbler to name a few. Depending on the

flock there might be something even more interesting in between kackthroated Bushtit,
Chestnutcrowned Warbler, Redtailed Minla, Barthroated Minla, Indochinese FulvettaBlack
faced Warblerand White-tailed Nuthatch.

Yellow-bellied Fantail Yellowthroated Fulvetta

Many of these birds were also individually encountered walking up the mourntange Niltavaand
Slaty-bellied Tesiawvere heard often, as well as the occasiovdiite-browed Shrke-babbler.

9SSy (K2dzZa3K GKSNB ¢SNB f20Ga 27F FeNiai oui very Yast (1 K S

morning. Locals probably hunt especially these bigger birds judging by some comments in eBird lists.

However, on the last morning we hea@reen Cochoaand eventually got great views of an
individual on the first section of the trail. This is also the morning we suddenly heard a very
interesting whistle and eventually observed tRedtailed Laughingthrushegart of a larger group,

near the stram. There and then we connected with our last personal target of the mouriipe-
throated Yuhinaswvhich were part of a bigger group of Whiskered Yuhinas.

Stripethroated Yuhina Whiskered Yuhina

Eo ﬂ andes _ 10
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At the end of the interesting forest (19.1345,31814) we continued a bit, but the landscape became
more open, the trail more overgrown and we ended upsttion to catch birds in the saddle of the
mountain. The views from here were good though and we obsetvadie Hawkcuckoo (HO),
Orangebellied Ledbird and Neckaced Woodpeckerfrom here.

Phou Sam Soum mountainSummit roadside birding19.14724, 103.80436
Despie some traffic it is pretty pleasant to bird along the road as well. With easier walking and

better views it is a nice break from the forest birding. Mixed flocks still brought in many species and
we got great views ofVhiskered Yuhina, Rustgapped Fulveia and Blackthroated Bushtits along
the main road.

Chestnutbellied Rockthrusheswere observed two of the three mornings sitting on bare branches
and rock outcropsGrey Bushchatsre easily observed along the rodsicanning thdree tops we
found Striated Bulbuland a whiteheaded ssp oBlack Bulbul,but no Crested Finchbillshat has
been seen by others.

Walking into a grassy patch north of the main rod8.04849, 103.80432we observedHill Prinia
and Buff-throated Warbler. Wealsofound a femaleBlue-fronted Redstart here,which wasonly the
third record on eBird for Laos.

Rustycapped Fulvetta Blackthroated Bushtit

Phou Sam Soum mountarnSummit Trail wes{19.14378, 103.78030

There are a bunch of trails leading onto the mountain which can be birded. On eBird there is one
OFff SR WadzYYAld GNI Af ¢ Stede@Emore KuttiGgkasded plac@tereas2 y S Y 2
the trail is more open, but it is also a little more flat and easier walking.

Flocks contained some of the same birds as at the other trail. One cool new bird for our trip was
Streakbreasted Scimitatbabbler, which was very challengirnig get even glimpses off. As we heard
chainsaws and had multiple locals with shotguns passing by we decided to turn around and bird the
other trail again.

ZolPansen _ 11
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Phou Sam Soum mountainRoadside birding west

Birding the roadside just down from the westeranamit trail yielded another targetBlackheaded
Greenfinchesvhich we sawtwice here. Some spotlighting yield&tey Nightjarsas well agwo very
cool Frog speciestea's Flying Tree Fro@Zhangixalus feap and Phou Samsoum Tree Frog
(zhangixalus melan@ucug.

Further down the road we only birded from our car when driving up the mountain in the morning. All
three mornings we encountereBrown-breasted Bulbuls Grey Bushchatand Olive-backed Pipits

The last morning seemed particularly birdy, as we emtered at least 3 groups afVhite-browed
Laughingthrushesas well asBlue-billed Magpies, Japanese Tits, Biieroated Barbetand Grey
headed Woodpecker.

Phou Sam Soum mountaiPeatland(19.16183, 103.72892
Even though theravas very little water in the peatland and cattle trampled most of the habitat we

heard 2Blacktailed Crakeshere around 18.00 We only observethem with ourLahoux Spotter NL
cHpX o0dzi O2dzf Ry (flashlights yafler dark \BeYheadRrely Rlig#jataNd Mountain
Scopsowl.

Muang Ngan Davieng Guesthousgl9.15816, 103.696492
Just below the guesthouse is a little creek ending in a stream. Along Bilec&tailed Crakewas

heard (19.15808, 103.69§9 as it was by others the previous year. Judging byeBied lists the area
is more interesting when the rice fields are inundated.

Na Hin—The Rock Viewpoint 18.1782.104.48388

Dates visited 23-27 Februan2024

LogisticsTo save on money artzbcause/sincave would contiue to Cambodia overland we decided
to bring back the rental car and go with public transport. To do the sag®ito the Southern Bus
Station north of Vientiane 18.0306, 102.65825and take the bus at 06.00/07.00 or 08.00
(sometimes also at 10.00) towartdsksao/Lak20 dkonglLor cave. These buses will pass by the Rock
Viewpoint after 56 hours. For us it took 8 hours due to the bus breakiogrdtwice and us having

to chang to another bus. Price was 160k KIP p.p. (7.66USD).

During a normal vacation Would of course be way easier to go with a rental car and combine this
location with Phou Sam Soum mountaiand placesfurther north like Nam EtPhou Leui NP
(overnight safari) andNam Ha National BiDiversity Conservation Arg@ibbon experience). One

?oﬂ andern _ 12
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could even consider combining this location with Thailand, by crossing the bordbaakhdk onlya
2.5h drivefrom the Rock Viewpoint.

Getting back was a bit more unclear, as nobody in the lodge really seemed to know the answer or
wanted to help us. Thershould be buses going back regularly to Vientiane from Lak20 that pass the
lodge. There should also be @2ngtraews (local pickups with benches in the back) early in the
morning from Gonglor Cave tddkhek, which pass by the lodge around 08.00 and 0%H@0vever,

even thoughwe had someone calling the bus station, nobody could tell us if the songtraews actually
went that morning. So we ended up hitchhiking to the main road and then taking a local bus to
Thakhek (60k KIP p.p.).

<

/A

roken down bus I LocaSongtraew‘

AccommodationThe Rock Viewpoint has accommodatioanging from small cute capsules (Hobbit

style) to treehouses. We were glad we booked the capsule with shared bathrooms (luxurious
camping style bathrooms), as the showén other capsuless SNBE a2 26 L O2dzZ Ry
underneath one. Ask for Capsule 1 for the best views of the limestone mountains, as the higher the
number the less view they havé/e paid 40USPer nightfor a capsule for 2 people, including WiFi,

AC and smalbuffet breakfast.Being a guest also allows free access day and night to the boardwalk
(otherwise 50k KIP/2.4USD p.fhis was ne of themost funstays we had during our travels so far!

It all looks very cosy and modern, westatyle but with local cuisine avable. Guest management

lacked a bit in our opinion, with few people speaking English and nobody really feeling responsible to

KSf L) 82dz AT @2dz KIFIR jdzSadA2ya O6R2y Qi (1y263x y20 VY

Accommodation at night Capsule NRO1 view
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Bird/mammalwatching We were dropped off with the bus at the viewpoirit§;1782, 104.483388
As we had spent hours in the bus and arrived quite late we decided to check the view right away

before checking imt the Rock Lodge 200m down the rodight when we walkedputo the viewing

LIX I GF2NY +y FOGAGAGE 3TAdzARS alFART a[ 221 {ANE Y2Vy]
10+Laotion LangurgTrachypithecus laotupgoing through the trees. By getting onto the boardwalk

we were able to get close by, with sengoing through the trees just 3m above our hedthe next

morning we were on the boardwalk again and when watching some birds we heard lots of loud
stomping. We thought some kids were running towards us, but it turned out to be Langurs. They

came pretty ose by and just sat on the railing, licking it (I guess for the salt from all the sweaty
hands). Orour last night we saw them right in front of the restaurant, and eventually they came

down to the boardwalk again. There they just seemed to chill on tlo&s until sunset, after which

one after the other disappearedtmone of the many crevice The next morning | waited there from

ncdon 2y o6dzi RARY QiU a4SS GKSY I3FAyZ (GKS@ LINROLI 6f
seeing them every day, ostly early morning on the rock outcrops or bare trees on the karst
mountains. With the telescope we had one from our cabin balcony, and one morning at 06.30 even

onefrom my bed.

Laotion Langur » Laotion Langur

The boardwalk is also the place to gké other limestone targets. The enden@refaced Bulbul
was seen daily, with multiple small groups hanging out in trees and on top of the 1Sckty
Babblerswere even more abundant, angroups were foraging among the rocks and encountered
regularly.Limestone Wrerbabblerneeded some encouragement, but was encountered twice. Other
nice birds encountered wereGreenbacked Tit, Blue Rock Thrush, Bleared Barbet and
Indochinese Cuckooshrike.

Besides the Langurs we had quite some mammals on the hadikdinornate Squirrel was seen
once, butFi nl ay s o nwas de&qgcommomn enl the rocks and in the tre@edcheeked
Groundsquirrel was sometimes seen on the forest floand Eastern Striped Squirrghigh in the
trees. The only mammal we observediag the fig fruits (especially between the viewpoint and the
lodge) was alorthern Treeshrew
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arefaced BquI ' | - 4 ‘ Soy Babbler |

If you are tired of walking the many steps on the boardwtiikre is a nice 2km trail in the forest. It
starts in the bak behind the camping ared & 17799, 104.48755 The trail descends a bit and is
certainly not flat. Halfway there is aifitersection, and this is a looffhe forest is the place to try for
Redcollared Woodpeckeif you want to have a very small clanfor that one. As expected we
RARY Qi 7T A Y RGrdaterzFlardethzitk, Bufir@asted B4&bbler, Purpl@aped Spiderhunter,
Rufousgorgeted Flycatcheiand Orangebreasted Trogon(HO).Herpetofauna found in the forest
include Oriental Garden Lizar¢Calotes versicoloy, Spotted Flying DragoifDraco maculatuy and
the very awesoméooking and weltamouflagedLaotian Gliding Geck{Gekko kabkaebin The
area around the cabins is also quite nice and we obsePaeld | SgsirrekEScarlet Minivetand some
other more common species here.

Zf". Y 43
s Squirr el Greenbacked Tit

Spotlightingg  ay QG a SEOAGAY3 & 6S K2LISR AlG G2 o6So
allowed to spotlight there as guestslowever, except foGrey Nightjaron one night andBrown

Woodowl 61 h0o 6S RARY QUG & SlSotiahozGckad (mdré on khat LaemR but éghifd
encountered a rat that had a similar face but way different ears, which quickly retreated in a crevice
without showing more than the head. We also spatlibng the main road, one night 1km towards

the west and back, another night we started down the road where the forest begins and walked up.
Except for the commonly heatdountain Scopsowl (HO) we only go€ollared Scopswl, which we

eventually clapped ur eyes on. We thought we heafpotbellied Eagleowl one moment quite far
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down the road, but the amount of traffic and therefothe amount of noise was too much to be
certain. Spotlighting the trail in the forest oméght (with extra focus on the limésne area) resulted

in a brownish Bt sp and another unidentified mammal on the rocks seen through the thermal
camera. It had the shape of a Laotian Rock Rat, but seentesiriall and disappeared before we got
good looks of it.

Notes on the Laotion RodRat

| consultedwith a lot of people about this mammal, and every time | got referred to local meat

markets (without exact locations given) where | could ask locals about the species. WeOdeskaid
Saisouphanworking at the Rock Viewpoint to call lopalople to be our guide, but even for a decent

FSS GKSe& gSNByQiu gAtfAy3d (2 3AdzARS a (GKS& al AR i
commonly caught with snares and other traps by locals, but they could occur in any limestone area

with enough preservation. They live on the lower parts of high limestone mountains in/next to
limestone forest.Only when at the Rock Lodge we read the trip report from Stuart Chapman about

his sighting akong b View Resor{17.96019, 104.75444near Konglor Cave. We then saw the iNat
observation from another mammalwatcherhich mentionedKosi, the owner of the aforementioned

palOSd 2SS OFtfSR KAY dzZlJ o6dzi KS (2fR dza (G2 YS&aal 3
we decided to catch ade with other tourists to the &nhglor Cave and just try. Once there he said we

need to call in advance so he can arrange a local to tnepfar us. Obviously this is not how we want

to watch mammals, especially if there are other ways to see this mammal (spotlighting/thermal
camera). He said if you stay32nights we will have a high chanof seeing them late in the
afternoon and at nigh{35USD per night for a room, including breakfast). He was fine with us trying

for the species and staying somewhere cheaper too. As we already had our accommodation set, we
only tried a short period one afternoon. We had one fizaw Langur flee quickly whe we
approached the cliffs, but no Rock Rats. Without our own transport and only one public bus leaving
SFNIe& Y2NYyAy3a S KIFIR (2 NARS o616 01 6A0GK GKS 20KS
decided not to come back here, as his area is @8Am of facing rock which are suitable and he says

he releases Rock Rats into the area. Upon asking if he buys them at markets he answered negatively,
but said that he pays/gets locals to catch them and release them here. It seems to come from a good
heartwith the intention of creating a small reserve and saving the animal, but as an ecologist | doubt

if this is the right way when there is so little known about requirements and competition/carrying
capacity etc. That saidhey do occur here naturally, but I f 82 R2y Qd {(y2é AT L
species if | see an individual here and know that it might have been released here a week ago from
another place nearby. Chess to see it here might be unnaturally high due to capture and release.
Hopefully someoa will find a place where they are properly protected without the abovementioned
practices.
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Karst mountains withLaotian Langurs Laotian Languron karst

Thakhek— Green Climbers 17.45259. 104.91191

Dates vidied: 27-28 February 2024

Logistics The Green Climbers Home is about 12km frohakhiek. Getting off the bus at the
intersection (17.41134, 104.83115) there were tuktuks that asked 250k LAK to go to the place (the

same price as the Green Climbers Home gharfor arranging the transport). We were able to

negotiate it down to 150k LAK, but decided to try and hitchhike. 20 Minutes later we still had no
transport and all the locabonghews wereover packed2 S Sy RSR dzLJ aKI NRAyYy 3 | NJ
tuktuk for 100k LAK to the entranc&etting back to fakhek was easier as the first Songtaew passed

within 5 minutes and was not yet totally full (20K LAK p.p. to the bus station).

Accommodation¢ K SNB Q& R & a ions st ilhe Graeyf Rlimbers Home, whichn be
booked viathe websiteand email $am@greenclimbershome.cmWe opted for the tweperson

tent for 10USD a night. The mattress was so thin that we were happy we only stayed one night. You
can bringyour own tent (5USD a night) or book a cabin for a bit more comfort. There are two camps,
of which we liked Camp 1 the most (the furthegtthe road). A restaurant is located in both camps
that servesan assortment of different meals, snacks and drinks.

As birders and nomock climbers we did feel like the odd aneut (99% of theguests seemnio be

rock climbers). The place has a very relaxed;Haitk hippy/alternative kind of feel, so this might not

be the place for everyone.

Bird/mammalwatching We mainly came herdecaused S RARY QG FAYR GKS [F2GA
Rock Viewpoint. Thanks to the swift answers to my many emails to one of the owners (Sam) | learned

that they often find faeces on almost any flat area in the rocks. The forest is preltymeserved,

GAGK aGSSLI tAYSad2yS Ot ATTFA Adz2NNRdzyRAY3I GKS @It ¢
and therefoe there are many trails parallel to the cliffs and little trails going towards th&atking

to another one of the owners once ¢he, it seemed very promising. They regularly have Flying
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Squirrels (unsure which species, but from what | gathered a smaller one) jumping out of the rocks
when they climbThe owners were once fed a Giant Flying Squirrel by the land owner (again, unsure
which species, maybe even the Lao GB8¥ides thatthey have incidental sightings of Civets and

once a Binturong. Having tourists there most of the year métkes(i K & f 20l ft 4 R2y Qi 2
hunt. They do put traps and misets up in the rainy sen when most/all the staff seem to leave,

so that might have a big impact on local wildlife still, despite it being only a couple of months. The

staff also said that they sdargerwildlife at the beginning of the season, so it seems that wildlife

does nove a bit out of the disturbed areas during the season.

We only went out late afternoon and spotlit aboud3nhours after sunset. We walked a total of about
10kmthrough the forestalong the cliffsmaking a big loop. Unfortunately the night was quiteayi

We used flashlights and the thermal camera but ended up seeing zero mammals. On the advice of
GKS adGFFF ¢S ftaz2 ¢Syl G2 I Y2NB Aaz2tFdiSR NB o
climb into this little canyon is a bit tough, espelsiaiith gear. Once on the other side there are

N\

barely any trails or open patches to properly search for mammals.

Onaclosingnotde. R2y Qi (y26 AT L g2dz R NBQaEnnadaching.d KA a |
Birders might find the limestone itself medifficult to access in comparison to The Rock Viewpoint,
although we did se&ooty Babbleronce. Other cool birds seen by others seem rare and are most
likely more easily seen elsewhere (lis&amese FirebagkClimbers reported seeing many snakes,
and we did see one beautifuReticulated Python(Malayopython reticulatug at night. A frog we
encountered turned out to bé&potlegged Tree Fro(Polypedatus megachephal)sA coollooking
Gecko we found multiple times is probalsipnkowski's Geko (Gekko Bokowski).

For mammalwatching it might be promising on less windy nights, and if one can get further into the
valley. Maybe there are some rock climbers/mammalwatchers out there that want to explore this
place for longer than one night. There must be d slde in this place with Laotian Rock Rats for sure
seeing the habitat.
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Visited sitesn Cambodia

KratieKracheh 12.60605, 106.02269

Dates visited 29 February 2 March2024

Logistics Many tourist agencies adf vans/buses fronother touristic place. Coming from Laos you

can get on a bus iRakse e paid550k KIP/26USD p.p. from h¢m Don Det. In Cambodia you can

come from and go t&iem Reagwe paid 11USD p.to get there from Kratifor Py 2 Y t SYIK®d 52 y ¢
expect a good tourist service, as it seems like you and your luggage are just another package they
transport and you get the same treatment as the local rooster, bags of grains and scooterantieat ¢

on the same ride. Keep backpacks with valuablgh you, as the locals just see these bags in the

middle of the bus as a stepping stone to the back of the van. OmcKratié you can hire
scooters/motorbikes, tuktuks or a taxi to get to Kamnhie place to watch the Dolphins and get a

boat (12.60605, 106.08B). We rented one motorbike for 5USD for the whole day from our
accommodation.

Accommodation We stayed at Hueng Hueng 12(48337, 106.01738for 14USD per nighQuite
basic, but with AC and an Englgteaking owner.

Irrawaddy Dolphin

Bird/mammalwatching After spending a full day getting fronhdkhek to Pakse (Laos) and another
day from Pakse to Kratié, we were ready for some-hindmmalwatching Earlyin the morning we

made our way towards Kampi. Driving a motorbikes\@anice way to see the daily life and to feel like

a local, although the roads were quite bad and dusty. Around 07.00 we arrived at the boat place,

where wewere suddenly surroundedy Khmer locals, smoking and speaking lougihy8 Qf £ al @S & :
the long disussions and the annoying way they dealt with it; long story shatpaid 20USD for the

Dolphins + 20USD for the Wagtail. Thewaddy Dolphinscan already be seen from shore, and this

is actually where we got the best photos. They seemed most actixviagdthis time and action ¢

especially the occasional jumseemed to decrease inversely proportional with the rise of the sun.

¢KS RA&GIYOS G2 GKS 2 30FAf glta y2id (22 FFNE od
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hard to impossibleOnce in tle area we soon found a pair feeding some begging juveniles, and we
observed at least Mekong Wagtails(ne). Other nice birds observed here wetgreythroated
Martin and Small Pratincole

We could have returned easily within an hour, but as we had paid {tgay) for the Dolphins, we
watched themfor the duration ofthe remaining time we had.

Siem Reaay Trips 13.36175, 103.85982

Dates visited 2-4 & 7-8 March 2024

AccommodationThere are plenty of hotels iné®h Reap and seemingly just as many ways to get to
and from Siem Reap. We stayed at thiemreap Nitnit Boutiqu¢l13.36597, 103.85335for 15USD
per night. With Englisepeaking staff, A@ swimming pogland convenient location, it made far
very decentotel.

Angkor Watand othertemples 13.41246, 103.86698

Logistics We rented bicycles via the hotelrfBUSD per day. One can just as well rent a motorbike or

arrange a tuktuk driver for the day via the hotel.

Finl ayA sd n’ 'sm‘Sq uirrel AngkorWatTempI
Bird/mammalwatching Siem Reap is a very touristy city as this is the main gateway to vghkioAn

Wat. We bought the tickets onlin@and left by bike around 05.45 to arrive at 8kor Wat just before
sunrise (a bit earlier would have been nice for the most beautdldur in the clouds). While walking

around and pretending to be just like any other culturally interested tourist we scanned the walls for
White-throated Rockthrushd 2 S RAR GKA& F2NJ Fff (GKS GSYLX Sa ¢
locate any.Blue Rockhrush, the pandooand philippensissubspecies were both observed in good

numbers. We walked the forest around dkor Wat to search foForest Wagtai) but dippedon this

one too.Chestnutwinged Cuckoowas probably the best surprise we ran infénlaysm * s  Squi rr e
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(mostly red with a creamy/white ring at the base of the tail and a masdarker tail) was abundant
in the forests.Longtailed Macaqueswere the first primates seen in Cambodia and multiple groups
were observed during the day.

After Argkor Wat we visitedBanteay KdeTemple 13.42992, 103.89867 The ruins of this temple
arefullofTheobal d’ s(Taphozous thédbafdist the northern gate13.43207, 103.89838
we foundLesser False Vampire Baflegaderma spasma This is also the dn place around the
temple complexes that we observéthmbodian Striped Squirrel

Ta Prohm(13.43483, 103.88991was for us the best temple of the day and how we imagined all the
temples to be (naive JsThe scenery of crumbled down temples covered with big vines was
amazingMammalless, but we did seRBedbreasted Parakeeand Alexandrine Parakeet

For your informationthe zipline area is wherBileated Gibborwasreintroduced. As we hadlready
seSy GKF{d aLISOASa Ay ¢KFEAfFYR 6S RARYyQUG &SI NDOK

Wrinkle-lipped Freetailed Bat - Bayon Temple

Entering the complex of Ajkor Tom we arrivedtahe Bayon temple3.44128, 103.8589 Therewe
had Brown-backed Needletaibnd Black Bazaflying over. Inside the temp]g@eople were collecting
guang and the bats above were loudly calling. These turned out toAbakle-lipped Freetailed
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Bats(Mops plicatuy. Returning to Agkor Wat we observedlittle Grebeand Cotton Pygmygoosein

the moat apund Argkor Tom.

Ol AY {ASY wSIFLI 6S YIRSyl edd 2 B(Ptleropusiyoibtaie® 2 & (
Royal Independence Garderi8(36309, 103.8587%7

Tonle Sap LakePrek ToaBird Sanctuary 13.20677, 103.60706

Logistics We bookedthe trip to Prek Toal wittcam Veasna Conservation Toasswe switbed our
4™ day from Tmatboey to Prek Toal (more on that latépally this would be day 1 of your trip with
them if you combine it with the Florican Grasslands and Tmatboey, but you imigilitit in as a

backup plan like we did for the4day.

There are several companies offering a simitere-day birding trip, sometimes combined with an
afternoon visit to the floating village. All thmmpanies we contacted quoted anything between 300
400USD for 2 people. This normally includes-pjkrom the hotl, packed breakfast and lunch,
transfer to the boat, the first boat to the floating village/rangers office and then a second boat to the
birdwatching tower. The cheapest quote was for 135USD p.p. for one day from Cambodia Travel

Trails.

’ Little Cormorant

If you are on a budget you might get a company to arrange it for you, but leave out a professional
Engliskspeaking bird guide and just get someone to come along and get you to the right pfaces.
82dzQNBE NBI f f & I R@rbty it doNBudziwn. dHsdmoudd indokél takiBg a tuktuk to
the place where boats are leaving (we left frdi®.30946, 103.684but the boat departure depends
heavily on the water level). Expect to pay 2USD tourist tax on the way in or out on thisOru=al.

there you would have to charter or get on a boat towards the floating village (this was 60USD in total
for us), where the office of the rangers is located (13.24031, 103.65959). Here you have to pay
40USD for a boat and driver + 10USD p.p. entrancddféke sanctuary. Depending on the water
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levels they will take you to one of the observation towers (we went to 13.20677, 103.60706). In April
AlQa 2F0GSy y20 S@Sy LlaarofsS G2 NBFIOK Fye 2F (KS
The village does have some very basic accommodatioase arranging adif this on your own takes

longer. This would give the opportunity pdanthe trip into the reserve for the following morning.

Allin all, you can see thathe base cost for just getting to the core of the reseisalready 124USD,
excluding the car+driver and professioniaiowledgeable bird guide.

The upper level of the tower has no shade and it gets scorching hot in March, so take sunblock and
maybe an umbrella. Make sure you and/or the guide brings a telescope.

M‘%ﬁw‘.j ’

- Spotbilled Pelican

Bird/mammalwatching Alright, then the fun part. The first part until the floating village is not very

interesting. After we got on the second boat and entered the reserve we were able to do some
proper birdwatching. Except fd®2 YS&a G A O 21 GSNJ . dzZF FI f 2 gdppe®Roh Ry Qi &
theDSNXY I Ay Q& [ Iy 3dzNk L vV @raddypithetd p&malpihabcan be segrbinsibles

the reserve.

Yeli}.)\}v Bittern 7 Painted Stork

Sailing into the reserve we observed maPgirted Storks some Spotbilled Pelicansand Lesser
Adjutants and had mostly short sightings &ellow Bittern, Cinnamon Bitterrand oneBlack Bittern
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flying away. The lighih early morning was great and we thoroughly enjoyed seeing many commons
species of d@ron and EgretGreyheaded Fiskeaglewas observed both quite close by on the way in
and out.Blackheaded Ibisand Glossy Ibisvere both seen flying over our heads in good numbers.

Once at the birdwatching tower we found ourselves scanfiingnost ofthe day.Unfortunately the

main target, Milky Stork, had chosen a difficult place to breed out of sight and towards the east.
{OFYyYyAy3a (GKS YIye o0ANRA 3I2Ay 3 dRdintkd/Stokk § R k8 N €
of Asian OpenbillsOccasionajl there would beSpotbilled Pelicanamongst themLesser Adjtant

and onceGreyheaded Fiskeagle From the tower we could see plenty ¥kllow Bitternamongst

the vegetation down below, on€innamon Bitternand a femaleWatercock Blackbrowed Reed

warbler and Ruddybreasted Crakewere heard from the surrounding vegetatio8carletbacked
Flowerpecker, Browrthroated Sunbirdand Himalayan Cuckoaevere nice additions to the trip list.

Knob-billed Ducksand Spotbilled Ducksflew by the tower oncén the eady morning.

Greyheadéd/ isheagle Painted Sto‘r‘l‘{_
When checking a thermal column around 09.30 | finally found iy Storkswith pure white
upperwing panels and without a black breast band. Be careful not to confuse the Openbills for this
species, as the pattern is similar (pay attention to the long beak and legs and of course the colour if
the distance allows)Three more were observed during the day, but all of these seemed to be
hybrids with some black spots on the panels and a partial biesasd.

hdzZNJ NBYFAYAYy3a (FNBSG ¢ atafsiwveré SedayfrBm afay @nd fieat heaed n p ®
made it impossible to make out which spectesy were When more and more took flight it still
sometimes seemed that the Lesser Adjuts had paler upgrwings due to the reflection of the sun.

Finally inthe distance | was able to make out our fifsteater Adjuant. Our guide Mardy then found

another one in the same thermal column. We got decent views as it came a bit closer before it
soared far out okight again. On the way back Romy spotted another one in a thermal. We happily

left the scorching hot tower and exchanged it for the boat and a nice breeze.
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Likely hybridMilky x Painted Stork 2 Milky Storks& SB Pelicaiflower left)

Florican Graslands 12.991, 104.4836

Logistics We booked the trip to the Florican Grasslands withim Veasna Conservation TolAf
early start is necessary to be at the Grasslands before it gets too hot (they picked us up at our hotel
at 05.00). The trip is also bookable as a-dal trip.

| first figured we would bable to hire a motorcycle and visit the Florican Grasslands on our own. Boy
FY L 3fl R ¢ 9fydiw&et®hbird Her2 onlyéut oiividyou would have to have good (real)
motorbike -not a scooter or a 4x4 with driver as the roads are terrilele s@on as you leave the main
road (13.03774, 104.47799

Bird/mammalwatching We were very happy to be with Sam Veasnha on a {bey arranged it very

well and already when we arrived at the grasslands around 06.00 we saw that there were local
rangers in he field searching for the targets. There must have beénrdngers, and they were

critical in the process of finding the targets. We were quickly directed to an area where they had

seen a male jumping a few days before as well as that morning. We ththeghtlo this all theime,

but apparently the birdsonly din 02 dzLJt S 2F (GAYSA yR Y2adfte oKSy
the rangers had spotted something, but it took just over an hour before | got a glimpse of the first

male Bengal Floricarthat jdzY LISRX o0dzi ¢S ¢ S NBE ylQdkily the dugportingcast A y R A
was a great distraction during the searcBinging Bushlark, Oriental Pratincol&astern Marsh

Harrier, Blackwinged Kite,Red Avadavaand more.

Luckilyfor usanother rangerfound another Bengal Floricarwalkingin a field, which we got distant
but good views of. While we were watching this male puff its feath&afus Craneflew by. We
heard a distanBarred Buttonquailcalling while standing there.

After this we were driverto an area which was good for another target. On the way there a male
Pied Harrierdid a low flyby. As the wind came up it was a bit harder to find our next target. Luckily,
with the help of two rangers we got good views of a skulkifenchurian Reedwarbler. Without
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wind they would have probably allowed for better views up in one of the reed stBins:breasted
Quailwas heard calling once at the same spot.

Our driver then shouted and pointed to the sky, in time for us to pick up the Befgal Florica

that flew by. It landed in a field nearby and it was remarkably difficult to refind it, even though we
thought we knew exactly where it had landed. This resulted in the bird suddenly being flushed from
behind some low grass.

As we had only glimpse8madl Buttonquail we then went to an area and walked around, keeping
distance between us. This way we eventually flushed one and were able to observe it in flight before
it disappeared again in the low grass.

We checked in vain fdDriental Plover a migrabry species which another guide had seen a couple
of days before. After tickingfbSpotted Owletfor the trip list we continued towards Tmat Boey.

Sarus Crane Bengal Floricamale

Tmatboey 13.96789, 104.88252

Dates visited 4-7 March 2024

Logistics We booked the trip to Tmatboey witBam Veasna Conservation TouFhere is another

company doing this trip, but after hearing less positive stories from someone traweltimghem we

decided to spend a little bit more money and to go with Sam Veasna Conservation SGQE)This

seems practically the only realistic way of getting here (and seeing the species). Once off the main
road, the dirt roads are quite bad and dysn the dry season. In the wet season many roads are
impassable. Getting anywhere from the accommodation in Tmatboey often involvethOdsive,

SPSy G(K2dzaAK RAadlIyOSa ¢S NBihgiton ol bwh you walild hakefo & 2 dz
rent a 4x4 with driver or a very decent motorbike. However, consider that the income from the tours

is the main reason those rare bird species are protected here.
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Accommodation When booking a tour one will stay in the only accommodationTmatboey
TmatboeyCommunity Managed Ecolod¢E3.96789, 104.88252Calling it a lodge is quite a word for

GKAa OSNE olFaAxld 002YY2RIGA2YS YR S@Sy 62NRa |2
is. Each of the rooms has two beds with mosquito nets (ours hae qufew holes) and one fan

going in circles above the beds to give you 2 seconds of a breeze after which yanethir 8

seconds for the next. There is a shower and a sitting toilet with a bu€kely should be renovating

the place in the near futureyith the idea of making it a tourist centre not only focused on birders.

Room at Tmatboey

Bird/mammalwatching The main targets here are of course the two species of Ibis. As the area is
FE22RSR F2NJ I 0A3 LI NI e i thé dSseadod (Dborif buest iS5 a A S & i
February/March). On the first afternoon we went directly to one of the places where White

shouldered Ibis come to roost in some dead trees. On the way there we already Géardse

Francolin (very common, butdespite effort not seen by us) and saWhite-browed Fantail,

Indochinese Bushlark, Crested Treeswiéiad a roost ofSpotted Woodowls. While waiting for the

Ibises we heardlackheaded WoodpeckersOnce almost dark our guide decided to leave, as they

norY f @& R2y Qi 02YS GKIFG tF0Sd 2SS 2yte €F3GSNI KSIF NJ
the roost very late.

PossibleP h a y re ] S : FI yi ng SPossibleP é s FI

At night at the accommodation we heaBrown Boobookand Asian Barred Owlet We often heard
loud squeaks and these turned out to be multiple Flying Squirrels. Nobody is sure which species this
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Aa 28SG3X o6dzi FNBY (KS -chakediFs that is said ® odeur ih &bt Canibadia. v 2
It rather looks likePhayr e’ s Flopidaiig 6 SQINSr radilA fahy siggebtbns ird 2y
welcome). Thesesquirrels were common around the lodge and seen most evenings and early
Y2NYAy3dad 52y Qi SELISOG (2 aSS YdzOK weré Kufphseds A £ R A
how much destruction there is still going on (fires, wood cutting etc).

The next morning we left at 04.30 and on the way tried without luck Gorental Scopswl.

Normally there would be very few water pools this time of year, but duet®rains this was not the

case. This matters as those are normally the places to reliable see Giant Ibis. Luckily locals had found
a nest (and protected it as part of the programs SVCT has here), which now had two almost fledged
chicks. We arrived behinthe improvised hide well before sunrise. Ouahoux Spotter NL 625
GKSNXYIE OFYSNI | tNBSFIRe &dAK2gSR | gKAGS aLrRa Ay
anything yet. Only when it got lighter this turned out to be an adkilint Ibis(ne) near the mst. As

soon as others looked through the scope it flew, but luckily both parents showed very well for the
next hours.Brown Priniaand Small Minivetswere observed while waiting, and proved to be quite
common throughout our time in Tmatboey.

After the first giant target we went tahe next.White-rumped Falcorwas quite common in this part
of Cambodia, unfortunately there seems to be an increasing demand for raptors nowadays too and

they are becoming rarer. Luckily our guides again knew a spot wherentrey out for many years
FYR AG RARYQUO (G118 f2y3 06ST2NBE He we dsd Sid@dR LI
Cambodian Striped Squirrddeing mocked by some Bulbuls.

4 £
Giant Ibis

Giant Ibis' ‘ i de o

We then continued taanother nest, thigime of White-shouldered Ibis Even when the local guide
LR2AYGSR G266 NR&a (GKS GNBS ¢S RARYQl FAYR UGKSY dz
from certain angles. It would eventually take until the evening before we observed the adults coming

to roost nearby.
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With our main targets already in the pocket we went to search for some remaining birds that can be
seen in this habitatA visit to some pools yielded three mof&iant lbis besides some stunning
dragonflies. Then the local guide seardHor Brown Woodowl, which eventually flew up from the
roost and allowed for stunning views as it flew past us.

The afternoon was again spent going to one of the pools, reached by a dodgy road. Once near the
pool we waited and another birder spotteéd/hite-shouldered Ibisflying in, giving us good views
during a flyby. Meanwhile one of the guides had spotted the r&telecapped Pigeona species

seen here from March onWhite-bellied Woodpecker(HO),Yellow-footed Greenpigeonand Green
Imperial-pigeons were other nice additiors to our trip list seen here. We then visitedBaown Fish

owl roost, which gave distant but reasonable views.

1,‘;’ ,.":L'." A,.ﬂ BRUSYT L\
Crested Treeswifts Distant views ofPalecapped Pigeon

The next morning we watchewhite-shouldered Ibisesagain at the nest and observe@ollared

Owlet mocking the Ibises. Giant Ibis was heard in the distance. We then went to the region where
the local Woodpeckers can be seen. It took a while before we found the first, but luckily the
supporting cast ofRedbreasted Parakeetsand Blossomheaded ParakeetsCrested Treeswifts
building nestsBurmese Shrike@n a nestanda flushedSavanna NightaRA Ry Qi YIF 1S GKS
boring. Even though it was already unbearably hot around 08.00, we managed to findylettw-

crowned Woodpeckerand Rufousbellied Woodpecker SeeingBurmese Nuthatchvery well was

another nice treat this morning. The only mammal seen this morning Iwaéschinese Ground

squirrel.

b g

YeIIow-érwned Woodpecker
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As we hd seen all our targets we decided to go back to the lodge and spend some time in the hide.
White-crested Laughingthrush, Relilled Bluemagpieand Northern Treeshrewwere probably the

best things seen. The remaining afternoon we went to another roosipofted Wood-owl to get

better views. Then we went to the Woodpecker area, where we obse@reat Slaty Woodpecker
Greycapped Pygmy Woodpeckand again flushe®avanna NightjarWe mostly searched in vain

for views of the Francolin, and waited around &usk to trycalso in vain for Oriental Scopswl.

> g

Savanna Nightjar Burmese Nuthatch

With no realisticremaining targets we discussed with our guide Mardy to switch thelay of the

trip from Tmatboey to Prek Toal. Unfortunately, despite SV@ging all the tours and money
towards the community, it all seemed quite inflexible to subtract the last night as they had booked
everything already (even though we only booked 2 days before our trip). Thankfully Mardy still
managed to make it worlith the driver, and we left the & day at 02.00 at night to be in time for
Prek Toal.

Spotted Woodowl o White:rumped Falcon
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Phnom Penh 11.55641, 104.92819

Dates visited 9-10 March 2024

Accommodatior& Logisics We arrived from Siem Redjy bus with the bus compangiant Ibis A
3USD tuktuk brought us tdhé White Corner Hotg11.55181, 104.91483), which was quite decent
with good breakfast. There we rented a motorbike with two helmets for 7USD and viditéte a
places below (including the Killing Fields), using 1L of£uelgD).

Wat Pich MkotTemple(11.57722, 104.966)1

Phnom Penh is the capital of Cambodia and also the place to seefdné Y6 2 RA I Qa4 Sy RSYA
speciesCambodian Tailorbird. Although it can be seen at The Killing Figldd 1 did A § RARY Qi F ¢
totally right lifting my binoculars on such a heghigtory-burdened placelLuckily there is a great

alternative for seeing the endemic. Crossing the river with a fét,55854, 104.9388930sts
1500KHR¥0,35USD one way. Once at the temple we parked the motorbike and walked around the

different temples andpaths going through the patch of forest. Unfortunately there was lots of

activity, clearing of forest and excavation of sand taking place. StiC#mebodian Tailorbirde) was

very easily found, with 10+ individuals throughout the morning. We triedh&bry Tailorbirdas well

by playing the tape, causing the Cambodian Tailorbird to come in every time! We again tried and
failed to find Forest Wagtailand White-throated Rockthrush, both regularly found here?WS NR 2 y Q &
Baza has surprisingly many records hene eBird, but there might just have been too much
disturbance all aroundCinnamon Bitternat a small pond of water1(.57819, 104.965)8and

Collared Kingfishein the forest were nice surprise§Vhite-throated FantalandAb bot t ' s Babbl
were very comron. The only mammals seen were multiplea | | a s ' $n a Buitingitreer e | s

Camoin Tailorbird Pal | as’ s Squirrel

Angkor Boulevarq11.60384, 104.89193
As we had only heard Barred Buttonquail so far and we still had our motorbike until 08.00 in the

morning we decided to go to Angkor Boulevard. There is a trail that can be walked around the
grasslands and ships. We were there quite early, but by playing the tape we suddenlyah@drred
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Buttonquail Ndzy y Ay 3 2y GKS LI GK Ay FNRY( BlftalerBse | ff 2 57
eaters probably roost nearby (or in the grass)d itwas a spectacle to semnd hear them in the sky.

Lanceolated WarbleendP al | as’ s Gr a svgete mipepadditiond\ta thd Caebodia trip

list. We also finally managed to get viewd ekser Coucdilere.

AW NR 2F ObldzdiA2yT 6S RARY QU Fliod® fehcy andthaf iisulted 2 O
in me catching someone trying to steallityasjust in time for him to run away.

Europark Starling Roogi.1.51639, 104.9568

As we had missed Whitghouldered Starling so far during our travels we went towards the Starling
roost at the Europark infromf¢ KS t AT T I /2YLI ye {s6SyaSyQad | NBdzy
come into the bareil NESa 2y (KS 2 LI &A G SwWhieisshv@derddfStadigS a i NS
some of them in beautiful adult breeding plumage, made their way to the roost. In between them

were at least 1@Chestnuttailed Starlingsand 20Daurian Starlingsbest madeout with the use of a
telescope.

Lesser Coucal - Scalybreasted Munia

NOTE TO BIRDERS: Phnom Aural can be included from Pnhom Penh. Most birders do a 2N/3D trip,
odzi FNRY ¢6KIFG L 3IFFGKSNBR 2yS Y2NB yAIK{E@QET 1WNRST
going to Srae Kan VillageqBrs from the capital) and hire a guide over thgrd bird guide | spoke to

reckoned it should cost about 200USD for 2 people for a 2N/3D trip. It would include a Cambodian
moto-tractor for the first 7km (B5hrs), a 5.5km hile to the first campsite and another.5km hike the

next day to the higher campsite. Targets here are Cambodian Laughingthrush (e), Gheatted

Partridge (ne), Cambodian Streakeden Babbler (ne) and Cambodian Whitdéled Robin (ne). As

we wereon a budget and chances for the Whitgled Robin are still pretty slim, we decided against

visiting this location on this trip.
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South Cambodia 13.69312. 100.75106

Dates visited 9-10 March 2024

Koh Rondgsanloem 10.5763, 103.29593

Accommodation & LogisticOur hotel in Phnom Penh booked a bus to Sdukville (15USD p.p.).
We got picked up at the hotel and dropped off at the Autonomous P64315 103.50144), the
tourist harbour since Cowtl9. We bought tickets to the island at GTVC (25USDfqr.@a return
ticket), the only ferry cooperation thageems to receive decent reviews. We stayed in the Sleeping

Trees on Sunset Beach, which meant we had to haul our luggage across the island.

Bird/mammalwatching We mainly came here to sdsioluminescenplankton Even though we

timed our stay on the land around new moon (and moon setting early in the evening) we were
surprised how much light pollution came from all the accommodations on the beach and the
fishermen going around the bay at night. Only after 23.00/00.06@mmost of the lights turned off

did weproperly see the plankton. Booking a tour will set you back 128 Person for a short hour
swim.ltwas 2  KAy3 tA1S 6S KIR 4SSy Ay (KS LAOGdz2NBax
country than here. However, swimming in it was kind ofazing having aLife of Pimoment. It

would be letter to get a really isolated accommodation somewhere else if you want to properly
experience it. Snostling was decent with some nice fish, squid and an octopus.

Birds and mammalwisé was pretty quiet with only oneF i n a | ySguirrel seenson our walk
towards the beach. Once the sea we spottedVhite-bellied Seaeagleand Ospreyin the bay, both

allowing for nice views!

S

Sunset Beach on Koh Rong Saiem

Kampot- Bokor Hill &Kep Thmey 10.61064, 104.18151

Logistics From the harbour in Sihanoukville we took Kampot Transport (10USD p.p.) tpoKam
Foodwise we can highly recommendemongrass Bistrd10.60714, 104.18021jor cheap but
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delicious andocal food. There we rented a motorbike (SU@® day). 2L of fuel was enough for the
whole day.

Bird/mammalwatching

Bokor Hill(10.66104, 104.0549
Earlyin themorning we left for Bokor Hill, which is reached via a perfectly paved and winding road. It

seems theyallow tourists to go up at first light (so plan just a bit before sunrise if you want to go
early). It took about 1h15m from Kampot to reach the top, including stopailugal street vendor
that was drivingon the highwayin the same directiotior breakfast. On the way up we encountered
both Longtailed Macaqueand Northern Pigtailed Macaque.

At the top we made our way to the Popokvil Waterfall (safe parking for the motorbike) and made our

way to the birding trail (starting at 10.65800, 104.05559). Falig this trail we came towards a

narrower part (10.66095, 104.05490), after which we entered the narrow forest trail. It was quite
overgrown and seemed to be mainly used by locals (hunteY¥@)king in we picked up good birds

like Blue Pitta(HO),GreatHornbill (HO) Orangebreasted Trogorand Silverbreasted BroadbillNot

far in we heard the first of our target€ambodian Streaked Wrehabbler (ne). Unfortunately it

O2dzZ RYyQl 0SS fdzZNBR Ay® b2 YdzOK € (SN aaBrenKSI NR
babbler was very close to us and this one showed very welll Luckily the second Gingstnut

headed Partridge(ne), responded not much lateWe heard it coming from two directions

(10.66702, 104.05393), coincidentally pretty close to where agotiirder had seen them on the

trail. We decided to try and lure it in and sat down on the ground. Despite getting a response every

y26 FyR (GKSy AlG RARYyQil O02YS AwaihandZinSsssiient.inthem n ®nn
forest. The trail got & overgrown with spiky plants that we decided to turn aroumtien we heard

Gibbons calling in the distance, and the distinctive call made us realise we were listeRifgated

Gibbond2 § O2dzZ Ry Qi 3ISG GKSY Ayid2 @ roéwelpohtsiovel K& (1 NI A
forest.
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On the way back suddent&yJ e r d o n pesche®raglat above us in a tree with a grasshopper it had
just caught from a branchAllin all not a bad morning, but there mube other trails leading into
good forest. Someone with more time might check different trails on Google Maps, althitiyh
the rate of destruction and deforestation going,ame might be luckyf the current trail is still there.

Kep Thmey(10.55909, 104.15000

In the late afternoon we went to an area that seems to be referred to as Kep Thmey on eBird.
Turning off themain road (10.57013, 104.13416) and going left/east after the gate (10.56276,
104.13562) leads to a small peninsula (10.55909, 104.158@Mveen the rubbistone can enjoy
Oriental Pratincoleand Oriental Skylarkbut also some shorebirds depending orettide and time

of year A small sandbank in the water yield€hspian Tern, Great Crested Tern, Lifflern and
Chinese Egret. Malaysian Plovesgre showing clear distraction moves, indicatthgy breed here.
On the shoreline we could s&hite-faced Pbver (some eBird lists report very high numbers of this

species here)l.esserSandplover and aGreater Saneploverthat was already in breeding plumage
Brown-headed Gulland Greytailed Tattler K @S 6 SSy NBLR2NISR KSiB (223
these duing our visit here.

Malaysian Plover Oriental Pratincole

You made it! Thank you for reading

For all photos of our tripcomments, complimentgny specific questions, vigihd/or contact us via
our website We would love to hear from you!

If my trip reportmakes your trip more fun,
time and cost efficientthink aboutsupporing
my creative journey bguying me a coffee
Your generosity brings me closer to capturin
impressve wildlife photos and untold stories

ﬁ‘ Buy me a caljee

?\:o £ Prnsen _ 35
photography www.robjansenphotography.com



https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1RHWFCLmHYuhjUKaSMHucZtB4WwuYiwY&ll=10.556816118710632%2C104.14510181303825&z=16
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/robjansenphotography
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/robjansenphotography
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/robjansenphotography
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/robjansenphotography

Bird & Mammal Trip Report Laos & Cambodia (2024) Rob Jansen & Romy Jansen

@www.robiansenphotoqraphv.com/laos www.instagram.com/robjansenphotography

@ www.robjansenphotography.com/cambodia

We observed a total of about 131 bird species and 8 mammal species in Laos. Click hereofai the:

list, mammal listor the total species listWe observed a total of about 222 bird species and 13
mammal species in Cambodia. Click here for fthet list, mammal listor the total species list

Our Top 5 Birds Mammals

1 Giant Ibis Laotion Langurs

2 White-shouldered Ibis Irrawaddy Dolphin

3 Barefaced Bulbul Phayre’'s Flying ¢
4 Redtailed Laughingthrush Cambodian Striped Squirrel

5 Green Cochoa Pileated Gibbon (HO)

Purchasing Photos

If you like my pictures, you are in luck: they are for sale! For publication, presswork or just as artwork
AYy @2dzNJ 2FFAOS 2NJ G K2YSo ! ANBIG YSygme 2F (K
donate 10% of our profits to WWF. My photos can be used for free for conservation or educational

purposes after consultation. Have a look on my websitel contact us via the website for the
possibilities if you are interestediww.robjansenphotography.com/shop

"

Russet PercheNeurothemis fulvia Barefaced Bulbul
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https://www.robjansenphotography.com/laos
http://www.instagram.com/robjansenphotography
https://www.robjansenphotography.com/cambodia
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=1&country_id=128&start_date=2024-01-18&end_date=2024-02-29&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=1&country_id=128&start_date=2024-01-18&end_date=2024-02-29&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=2&country_id=128&start_date=2024-01-18&end_date=2024-02-29&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=0&country_id=128&start_date=2024-01-18&end_date=2024-02-29&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=1&country_id=37&start_date=2024-02-29&end_date=2024-03-16&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=2&country_id=37&start_date=2024-02-29&end_date=2024-03-16&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=0&country_id=37&start_date=2024-02-29&end_date=2024-03-16&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://www.robjansenphotography.com/shop

