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Wild Grey Parrots are common in residential gardens with at least 30 birds seen, here in a ΨTropical AlmondΩ tree 

 

A propos of the Bird census: 

With a lockdown in force in the Gombé District of the DRC capital, Kinshasa, I decided to dedicate two 

days to conducting my very own birding census of the gardens, fields and riverine banks of my 

residential compound on 10-11 April (the beginning of the Easter weekend).  In total, 70 species were 

seen, including for the first time a new species for me, the central African endemic, Rufous-vented 

Paradise-Flycatcher.  

The compound is located on the banks of the Congo River and is typified by riparian grasslands, a small 

stand of secondary forest and acres of exotic manicured gardens.  The weather was generally overcast 

with high humidity and rainfall on the evening of 10 April.   

Among the more common species that are readily seen are some interesting mostly Central African 

species: Bob-tailed Weaver, Rufous-tailed Palm-Thrush, Black-bellied Seed-cracker, Slender-billed 

Weaver and Black-faced Canary.  It is always a pleasure to see a healthy number of Grey Parrots that 

add character to the gardensΧ 



 

View of the Congo River towards the cataracts (the Republic of Congo capital, Brazzaville, is on the right bank) 

 

 

Systematic List of Birds 

African Darter, Anhinga rufa ς 1  

Reed (long-tailed) Cormorant, Microcarbo africanus - 2 

Cattle Egret, Bubulcus ibis ς very common: 50-60 

Green-backed Heron, Butorides striata ς 2 in flight in the evenings 

Purple Heron, Ardea purpurea ς 1 

Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea - 2 

Black Crake, Amaurornis flavirostra ς 2  

 

 



African Openbill, Anastomus lamelligerus ς 20; commonly seen in flight and by the riverbank: 

 

Fulvous Duck, Dendrocygna bicolor - 2 

 

White-faced Duck, Dendrocygna viduata - 3 



Lesser Moorhen, Gallinula angulata -1  

African Jacana, Actophilornis africanus - 3 

Rock Pratincole, Glareola nuchalis - 8 

 

Common Sandpiper, Actitis hypoleucos - 1 

Red-eyed Dove, Streptopelia semitorquata ς common everywhere 

 

Blue-spotted Wood-Dove, Turtur afer - 2 

 



Grey Parrot, Psittacus erithacus ς these birds have something of a refuge in Gombé where the majority 

of the diplomatic corps and Congolese social élites reside in an enclave of gardens and some bushland.  

Outside, they fall prey to a heavy traffic for the caged bird trade.  I estimate that around 30 different 

birds make our compound their home.  

 

Red-headed Lovebird, Agapornis pullarius ς these are quite erratic visitors: on occasion, these beautiful 

little birds of west and central Africa gather in large flocks to feed on wild grasses and the fruit of small 

bushes (red-faced male shown left and female on the right) ς 5 or 6 seen over two days  

 

YƭŀŀǎΩǎ /ǳŎƪƻƻΣ Chrysoccyx klaas ς commonly heard calling from exposed tree branches 

African Emerald Cuckoo, Chrysococcyx cupreus - 1 



 

Senegal Coucal, Centropus senegalensis ς around 6 individuals; easily located by booming calls 

 

Nightjar sp. ς one heard churring at dusk  

African Palm Swift, Cypsiurus parvus ς common hawking insects  

Little Swift, Apus affinis ς small number flying high 

Speckled Mousebird, Colius striatus ς forms small groups of 5-6 individuals; sometimes adopts curious 

habit of huddling together when not in active feeding mode: 

 



 

Pied Kingfisher, Ceryle rudis ς 3 flying low and up river 

Malachite Kingfisher, Alcedo cristata ς 2 fishing from rocks in the river  

 



African Pygmy-Kingfisher, Ispidina picta ς 1 in riverine woodland 

Woodland Kingfisher, Halcyon senegalensis ς 3 very vocal 

 

Little Bee-eater, Merops pusillus 

 

 

Speckled Tinkerbird, Pogoniulus scolopaceus - 1 

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, Pogoniulus bilineatus ς commonly heard ΨtinkingΩ away in the tree canopy 

Lesser Striped Swallow, Cercropis abyssinica ς common near water 



African Pied Wagtail, Motacilla aguimp ς 2 on riverbank 

Pied Crow, Corvus albus ς 20 and mostly near habitations 

 

Common (Dark-capped) Bulbul, Pycononotus barbatus tricolor ς ubiquitous and vocal (the southern 

yellow-vented subspecies) 

 



African Thrush, Turdus pelios ς commonly observed turning leaf litter and feeding on the ground in 

shaded areas of gardens: 

 

Rufous-tailed Palm-Thrush, Cichladusa ruficauda ς this African genus and limited range central African 

endemic is one of the commonest birds in the garden.  Just outisde my bedroom window live a small 

colony of 5 birds which wake me most mornings with their beautiful whimsical song. 

 



 

Great Reed Warbler, Acrocephalus arundinaceus ς one seen feeding in reed beds 

Wood Warbler, Phylloscopus sibilatrix ς a small flock of 6-7 migrating birds were seen on 10 April (but 

not found the next day) 

Chattering Cisticola, Cisticola anonymus 

 



Zitting Cisticola, Cisticola juncidis - 2 

Winding Cisticola, Cisticola marginatus - 3 

 

Tawny-flanked Prinia, Prinia subflava ς very common and vocal in the morning 

 

White-chinned Prinia, Schistolais leucopogon ς 2 keeping to dense cover in  

Grey-backed Camaroptera, Camaroptera brevicaudata ς 1 heard only 



African Paradise-Flycatcher, Terpsiphone viridis ς a chasing pair in lower storey of forest trees 

Rufous-vented Paradise-Flycatcher, Terpsiphone rufocinerea ς 1, Central African endemic 

 

Western Black-headed Batis, Batis erlangeri - 1 

Brown-throated Wattle-eye, Platysteira cyanea ς 1 in bamboo grove; male illustrated 

 



Black-crowned Tchagra, Tchagra senegalus - 1 

Copper Sunbird, Cinnyris cupreus - 3 

 

Green-throated Sunbird, Chalcomitra rubescens ς 1 in more forested area 

Collared Sunbird, Hedydipna collaris ς uncommon; only one beautiful yellow and green male observed 

Olive-bellied Sunbird, Cinnyris chloropygius ς common and present in most flowering gardens 

 



House Sparrow, Passer domesticus ς a small colony of this European import in the compound 

Northern Grey-headed Sparrow, Passer griseus ς very common 

 

Village Weaver, Ploceus cucullatus ς uncommon; a few nesting colonies close to human habitation 

Slender-billed Weaver, Ploceus pelzelni ς the most common weaver in the gardens; ubiquitous 

 



±ƛŜƛƭƭƻǘΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ ²ŜŀǾŜǊΣ Ploceus nigerimus ς uncommon; a few nests among much larger colonies of 

Slender-billed Weavers 

 

Bob-tailed Weaver, Brachycope anomala 

 



 

Bob-tailed Weaver, female (left and male on the right) 

Black-bellied Seedcracker, Pyrenestes ostrinus ς 1; the striking red caught the eye, but not an easy one 

to see well 

 

African Quailfinch, Ortygospiza fuscocrissa ς uncommon; 2 seen fleetingly in long grass 



Bronze Mannikin, Spermestes cucullatus ς very common; in large flocks feeding on grass seed 

 

Blue Waxbill, Uraeginthus angolensis ς this subtly beautiful bird is common throughout 

 

Orange-cheeked Waxbill, Estrilda melpoda ς 1 seen with a flock of copper mannikins. 



Common Waxbill, Estrilda astrild ς  seen mostly in small flocks; but uncommon  

 

Pin-tailed Whydah, Vidua macroura ς one spectacular male has kept a courting vigil in a local tree for 

one month now: 

 

 



Black-faced Canary, Crithagra capistratus ς endemic to WC Africa; irregular visitor in the gardens; 

sometimes in quite large flocks (male in upper photos; female below): 

 

END 
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