Democratic Republic of Congo
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Wild Grey Parrots are commoniiesidentialgardens with at least 30 birds seérere in d¥ropical AmondCiree

A propos of theBird census

With a lockdown in force in the Gorélistrict of the DRC capital, Kinshasa, | decided to dedicate two
days toconducting myweryown birdingcensus othe gardens, fields and riverine banks of my
residential compound on 201 April (the beginning of the Easter weekend). In tat@lspecies were
seen,includingfor the first timea newspeciedor me, the central African endemi®ufousvented
Paradiserlycatcher

The compoundsilocated on thebanks of the Congo River argdtypified byripariangrasslandsa small
stand ofsecondaryforest and acres ofxoticmanicuredgardens The weather was generally overcast
with high humidity and rainfall on theveningof 10 April.

Among the morecommon speciethat are readily seeare some interestingnostly Central African
species Bobtailed Weaver, Rufoutailed PalmThrush Blackbellied Seeetracker Slendesbilled
WeaverandBlackfacedCarary. It is alvays a ppasure to see aealthy number of Grey Parrotsat
addcharacter to the gardenX



View of theCongo River towards the catects (he Republic of Congo capitBlkazzavilleis on theright bank)

SystematicList of Birds

African DarterAnhinqarufag 1

Reed (longailed) CormorantMicrocarbo africanus?2

Cattle EgretBubulcus ibig verycommon 50-60

Greenbacked HeronButorides striatag 2 in flight in the evenings
Purple HeronArdea purpreag 1

Grey HeronArdeacinerea- 2

Black CrakeAmaurornis flavirostreg 2



African OpenbillAnastomus lamelligerus20; commonlyseen in flightand by the riverbank:

White-faced DuckDendrocygna viduata3



Lesser MoorhenGallinulaangulata -1
African Jacanactophilornis africanus3

Rock PratincoleGlareola nuchalis8

Common SandpipeActitis hypoleucos1

Redeyed DoveStreptopelia semitorquatg commoneverywhere

Bluespotted WoodDove,Turtur afer- 2



Grey ParrotPsittacus erithacug thesebirds have something of a refuge in Gaévihere the majority
of the diplomatic corps an@ongolese sociglites residein an enclave ofarders and some bushland
Outside they fall prey to aheavy trafficfor the caged bird trade. | estimatbkat around30 different
birdsmake our compound their home
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Redheaded LovebirdAgapornis pullariug; these are quite erratic visitorsin occasion, theséeautiful
little birdsof west and cetral Africagather in large flocks to feed on wild grasses #rafruit of small
bushedred-facedmaleshown left and fenale on the right), 5 or 6 seen over two days

Yt I I a Q &hrysdebyk aasEommonlyheard calling from exposed tree branches

African Emerald Cucko@hrysococcyx cupreus



Nightjar sp ¢ oneheardchurringat dusk
African Palm SwifCypsiurus parvuscommonhawking insects
Little Swift, Apus affinig smallnumber flying high

Speckled Mousebird;olius striatug formssmall goups of 56 individuals sometimes adopts curics
habit of huddling together when not in active feeding mode:




Pied KingfisheCeryle rudig 3 flying low and up river

Malachite Kingfisherilcedo cristata; 2 fishing fromrocks in the river




African PygmyKingfisher]spidina pictea; 1 in riverine woodland

Woodland Kingfisheklalcyon senegalensis3 veryvocal

Speckled Tinkerbirdogoniulus eolopaceus 1
Yellowrumped TinkerbirdPogoniulus bilineatus commonlyheard#nkingtawayin the tree canopy

Lesser Striped Swallo@ercropis abyssinigacommonnear water



African Pied WagtaiMotacilla aguimpg 2 on riverbank

Pied CrowCorvus albug 20 and mostlynear habitaions

Common Darkcapped Bulbul,Pycononotudarbatustricolor ¢ ubiquitousandvocal(the southern
yellowvented subspecies)




African ThrushTurdus peliog commonlyobservedturning leaf litter andieedingon thegroundin
shaded areas ajardens:

Rufoustailed PalmThrush,Cichladusa ruficaudg this African genus and limitecaingecentral African
endemicis one of the commonest birds in tlyarden. Just aitisde my bedroom window live a small
colony of 5 irdswhichwake memost morningswith their beautiful whimsical song




Great Reed WarbleAcrocephalus arundinaceg®ne seen feeding in reed beds

Wood WarblerPhylloscopus sibilatrixa small flock of 6/ migratingbirdswere seen on 10 April (but
not found the next day)

Chattering CisticolaCisticola anonymus




Zitting CisticolaCisticolguncidis- 2

Winding CisticoleCisticolanarginatus- 3

Tawnyflanked PriniaPrinia subflava; verycommon and vocah the morning

White-chinned PriniaSchistolais leucopogoq 2 keeping to dense cover in

Greybacked Camaropter&amaroptera brevicaudata1 heard only



African Paradis€&lycatcherTerpsiphone viridig a chasingpairin lower storey offorest trees

Rufousvented Paradise-lycatcher,Terpsiphone rufocinereg 1, Central African endemic

Western Blackheaded BatisBatis erlangeri 1

Brownthroated Wattleeye,Platysteira cyaneg 1 in bamboo grove male illustrated




Blackcrowned Tchagral chagra senegalusl

Copper Sunbirdzinnyrisupreus 3

Greenthroated Sunbird,Chalcomitra rubescens1in more forested area
Collared Sunbirdsledydipna collaris uncommon;only one beautiful yellow and green male observed

Olive-bellied Sunbird,Cinnyris chloropygiug commonand present in most flowering gardens




House SparrowRasser domesticusa small colony of this European import in the compound

Northern Greyheaded SparroywPasser griseusverycommon

Village WeaverRloceus cucullatusuncommon afew nesting colonies close tmuman habitdion

Sender-billed Weaver,Ploceus pelzelnj the most common weaver in the gardens; ubiquitous




+ASAf t 20 QaPlocdud nigdrimas to@BdnE few nestsamong much largezoloniesof
Slenderbilled Weavers

Bob-tailed Weaver,Brachycope anomala




Bobtailed Weaver, female (lend maleon theright)

Blackbellied SeedcrackeRyrenestes ostrinug 1; the striking red caught the eydut not an easy one
to seewell

African QuailfinchQrtygospiza fuscocrisgauncommon 2 seen fleetinglyn long grass



Bronze MannikinSpermestes cucullatasvery common; in large flocks feeding on grass seed

Orangecheeked WaxbilEstrilda melpoda 1 seenwith a flock of copper mannikins.



Common Waxbillstrilda astrild; seen mosthyin smallflocks but uncommon

Pintailed WhydahyVidua macroura one spectacular male has kegtcouting vigilin alocaltree for
one monthnow:




Blackfaced CanaryCrithagra capistratus; endemic to WC Africa;rreguar visitorin the gardens;
sometimes in quite large flock8nale in upper photos; female below)
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