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A fraction of the countless Glossy Ibis flock (Plegadis falcinellus) in the Eastern Arm of the Guadalquivir.

ENCYCLOPEDIA TRIP REPORT JUNE 2024 join our
Causes of the flash Andalusia in tours: Butterflies of
flood in Valencia. November Sierra Nevada.
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Valencia flash flood, early november 2024

The alluvial plain of the Spanish Levant, wedged between sea and mountains,

makes the region particularly vulnerable to flooding. These events, recurring

throughout history, seem to intensify with climate change.
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A cold drop, “high-level isolated depression” (DANA
in Spanish).

Among the consequences of Climate Change, we
can note the amplification of cyclogenesis. Two
factors contribute greatly this situation:

- Increasing instability of the polar jet stream
which separates the cells of the polar front and of
the temperate zone, resulting in an increase in
polar depressions standing out from their front.

- Temperature deviations on the surface of the
Mediterranean Sea, up to + 4°C in summer, and
significant increase in the quantities of water vapor
present in the atmosphere.
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Summer temperature deviation (source CEAM,
University of Valencia).

The predictable increase in extreme
weather episodes now threatens the
habitable space of the Spanish

Mediterranean coast. Isolated cold polar air
masses (DANA) collide with an increasingly warmer
and moister Mediterranean air mass, causing
thunderstorms of increasing intensity and
devastating flash floods. Unfortunately, the
Valencia region is particularly exposed because of
its geographical location and irresponsible urban
planning.
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Mountains’ Sierra Nevada 100 species Mediterranean European hotspot
endemics on the fly habitats
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The mountains of eastern Andalusia are a “must” for discovering the butterflies of the Mediterranean
region. The Sierra Nevada surroundings provide a classic destination for iconic southern
species and rare endemics. Late spring is the ideal season to travel through Andalusia with its
flowering and its wealth of visiting insects.

DAY 3 | Sierra de Baza JOURNEY 6 | Sierra de Segura
DAY 1 | Transfer from Malaga JOUR 4 | Badlands and farming DAY 7 | The Alpujarras

DAY 2 | Sierra Nevada JOUR 5 | Granada Altiplano DAY 8 | Return to the airport
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Andalusia in November

This circuit stands out not only for the diversity of the fauna observed, but

also for the natural beauty of the Andalusian landscapes. Contrary to a first

impression, November turns out to be a favorable period for a naturalist trip to

our region. Two natural spectacles specific to this period: on one hand, the

immense flocks of stork-like birds in recently harvested rice fields and, on the

other hand, the griffon vultures bringing a high point to the autumn migration

in the Strait of Gibraltar.

Several resident bird species, among
the most emblematic, also justify an
ornithological trip to southern Spain.
They are often more visible in the
field after the breeding period. The
trip offers the unique opportunity to
observe species such as the Iberian
Imperial Eagle, Bald Ibis and Iberian
Lynx in their natural habitats,
making this experience one of the
best for nature observation in
Europe.

Day 1: Donana, central and
Northern areas

We began the tour with a visit to the village
of El Rocio, a magnificent introduction to
any ornithological trip. Immediately, a few
Iberian magpies crossed the road. What a
good omen to catch a glimpse of this
endemic species. We stopped at the Boca
del Charco... the hermitage and the Madre
marsh spread out before us. Wildlife was
present but still in moderate numbers. The
heavy rains of November 2024, which
culminated with the terrible DANA of
Valencia, filled the marsh just over a week
ago... a noticeable circumstance with
mainly resident avifauna such as the
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spoonbills, glossy ibis, greylag geese,
coots, black-winged stilts, all present in
small groups. Thanks to the telescope, we
were able to detect pink flamingos almost
2 kilometers away.

La Rocina was also poor in fauna, but we
observed with great interest how the white
storks eagerly fed on Louisiana crayfish
(Procambarus clarkii). They swallowed them
whole, to the point of seeing the passage of
the arthropod in the neck of the bird.
Obviously, waders like cattle egrets, little
egrets, grey herons and water birds,
namely little grebes and common
pochards, populated the marsh.

With the very recent filling, it was
incredible to see how odonates were
already colonizing the wetlands of
southern Spain. We would observe migrant
hawker (Aeshna mixta) and red-veined
darter (Sympetrum fonscolombii) in
virtually all lagoons throughout the trip.

We took advantage of El Rocio to join a
“venta” frequented by the local population
and taste the region's beef. As good in taste
as it is respectful of the environment.
Soon, we passed by the SEOQ/Birdlife
ornithological center, observing from the
terrace a new species, the lapwing, and
several red deer far away.

At the end of the afternoon, we headed
towards Aznalcazar, watching for a clearing
in the pine forest where wild rabbits
normally abound. Little activity this
evening... Night falled; on the way back, we
were lucky enough to see for a few seconds
an Iberian lynx. What emotion! The lynx
even stopped and glanced at us.
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Day 2: Donana North and East

The morning atmosphere was very wintery
with a cloudy and grayish day. We stopped
to listen to the sparrows along the
Guadiamar Canal, common waxbills,
Cetti’s warbler, grey wagtails, meadow
pipits, as well as moorhens among others.
The great egret added a little spice to the
affair, as well as very visible spawns
(ootheca) of African mantis
(Sphodromantis viridis) among the trees.

Soon, we left for Dehesa Abajo where we
were welcomed by a company of
red-crested pochard, coots, a few
shovelers and great crested grebes. In
the distance, more waders..., a group of
avocets, etc. Numerous Sympetrum
fonscolombii were thermoregulating on the
embankment facing the rare sun. The icing
on the cake was a small group of marbled
teals that allowed itself to be observed at
length.

Direction towards Coria del Rio, crossing
the Guadalquivir and soon exploring the
immense polder on the left bank. Once the
rice paddies are harvested, stubble and
flooded fields abound. This time of year is
crucial for bird watching.

We will only mention the bands of
thousands of storks, flamingos, gulls and
glossy ibis.

8,000, 10,000, 12,000 glossy ibises? Who
knows? It is extraordinary to observe the
abundance of such birds like a gigantic
flock of starlings. Donana remains the
myth, without a doubt.

We moved through the labyrinth of the
Brazo del Este, adding on the way the
black stork to our list. The Paraje Natural,
from the Gallegos Dike, was curiously quite
poor in birds... but it did not matter, still
amazed by the previous spectacle. Luck
continued to accompany us, with four
lesser kestrels greeting us early in the
evening from "La Giraldilla" in Lebrija.
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Day 3: Southern Donana

South East Sevilla: a complete and rich tour
which allows you to discover the grandeur
of the Guadalquivir and its estuary. At G3,
we very much appreciate southern Donana,
which never disappoints, ... a classic Donana,
with its own identity. First of all, the
Chipiona lighthouse where the dormitory
of crag martins was already installed; of
course you have to be very attentive to the
passage of seabirds, few in number this
time with a few gannets and a great skua.
Then, the port and the colony of little
swifts, a species present on the European
continent only in the province of Cadiz.
These swifts have short wings and are a
little stocky, with a more than remarkable
white patch.

Direction the Bonanza salt flats, where we
observed slender billed gulls. The Tarelo
lagoon was populated by a large quantity of
odonates and also, in the distance, by a
small population of white-headed ducks.
The afternoon ended passing through the
pine forest of La Algaida and the Trebujena
marshes, a hot spot where you could spend
hours. An osprey landed on a post a good
distance away and ended the day.

Day 4: Towards the strait

On the way south, we stopped at the salt
flats of Chiclana de la Frontera. Again,
shorebirds and wading birds, including a
large group of avocets. Lesser short-toed
larks vocalized and a group of Shelducks
flew away. The real show turned out to be
the interaction between two ospreys. An
individual ringed with a yellow PVC,
bearing the inscription AV, and previously
installed on the marsh, approached a
“visitor”. We witnessed a few dives, not
very aggressive, and the two eagles flew
side by side for a long time, then the
second disappeared. Soon we would follow
their example.
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Pandion haliaetus Cadiz, 11/11/2024 ring AV
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We headed towards Vejer de la Frontera. At
this time of the year the bald ibis do not
spend the day on the Tajo known to all. We
had to search for them and located a group
of more than forty individuals that we were
able to observe quite closely.

We could read rings and observe
interesting behaviors. A bald ibis
sunbathed almost ecstatically, and two

birds fought over an enormous beetle larva.

At our feet, a brief and discreet crackling (=
sound produced by a locust when flying
away) betrays the wrinkled locust
(Morphacris fasciata), still an adult.
Common and spotless starlings shared
the same locality.

Later, we got lost in La Janda while looking
for accommodation... and observed the
Vagrant Emperor (Anax ephippiger) flying
over a canal. Much more attractive to the
bird watcher, a black-winged kite was
perched on an electric cable.

Day 5: La Janda

This ancient lagoon, one of the largest in
Spain before being dried up in the 1960s, is
another very famous site for continental
ornithology. And it did not disappoint us.
Again, storks, spoobills were numerous in
the recently harvested rice fields, and other
herons in smaller quantities. We also
observed 120 common cranes

approximately.
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As we walked, we saw in the distance, not
one, not two, but four mongooses
(Herpestes ichneumon) crossing the path...
A hen harrier was exploring the farmland.

On the advice of a companion, met in the
field, we headed towards Medina Sidonia.
On the electricity pylons parallel to the
road, we finally encountered a pair of
Spanish imperial eagles. We observed
them from a distance without disturbing
them. What a treat!

During the day we noticed two oriental
hornets (Vespa orientalis), a species in full
expansion in Andalusia. To end the day, we
returned to Vejer to observe the landscape
from this natural lookout.

Then, direct to the coast to walk on the
beach where ruddy turnstones and a
single whimbrel fed among the rocks
thrown on the coast near Barbate.

Day 6: Strait of Gibraltar

A very strong storm entered Andalusia and
caused flooding in several places in the
province of Malaga. The day was not
conducive for bird watching. We first
stopped at the beaches of Bolonia,
Valdevaqueros and Los Lances. There, the
coastal lagoon was immense. What a
pleasure. The avifauna was not very
abundant, but some Audouin's gulls
brightened up our morning. Sea lily
(Pancratium maritime) were withered.
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In November, the migration of storks
and raptors is already quite limited...
but it can be spectacular at the end
of the season with the passage of
juvenile griffon vultures which can
number in the hundreds. Although
the adults are resident, the young
spend several years on the African
savannahs before returning as
adults. After a long season rubbing
shoulders with zebras, antelopes and other
large animals of the sub-Saharan savannas,
it seems that these vultures are overtaken
by nostalgia for the country, goats and
Spanish cows.

With the weather conditions encountered,
we did not observe any of this. We had the
pleasant surprise of observing a group of
more than 45 griffon vultures from the
village of Bonanza (day 3).

We avoided the showers visiting Tarifa and
devoted ourselves to observing the Strait
from the eponymous viewpoint, and then
moved to Getares. Then it was time to
abandon the coast and head into the
Mediterranean mountains, spotting along
the way a single Short-toed eagle.

Day 7: Serrania de Ronda

We were on yellow alert "extreme caution".
At first in the morning, the sky was only
overcast and we set off in the direction of
Grazalema. We encountered increasingly
dense clouds and drizzle. Before heading
into the mountains, we visited a hospitable
family of breeders. But the weather
deteriorated drastically and we had to
retreat under downpours of water. Finally,
we stopped at Venta La Laja, a restaurant
near the Sierra de Las Nieves, with its huge
fireplace and a hot daily menu.

After a long ornithological conversation
and a summary of the birds seen so far, we
took the return road and spent the late
afternoon at Riscos de Cartajima. A pair of
sub-adults golden eagles welcomed us
under a shy sun altogether with an Iberian
ibex (Capra pyrenaica), a male with long
horns. Then began a festival of griffon
vultures, blue rock thrushes, black
wheatears, ring ouzels and one southern
shrike... We saved the day and exceeded
100 species observed during the trip.
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Jour 8 : Osuna pseudo-steppes

The morning transfer left ample time to
discuss the existence of insect galls in oaks
and pistachio trees. A brief stop on the
road facilitates the view of Baizongia
pistaceae. We then have time to explore
the agricultural areas of Osuna, very much
accessible from the road. The great
bustards were worth our visit to the
agricultural pseudo-steppe. After lunch at
Lantejuela, we put our telescope on for the
last time facing the Laguna del Gobernador
and its waterbirds. Spanish pond turtles
were sunbathing. Suddenly the stilts
disappeared and reminded us of the

departure time.

In conclusion, this trip allowed us to
observe many of the remarkable
species of Andalusia, and to enjoy
the landscapes, the white villages
and plenty of anecdotes with the
welcoming people. November is both
the period of a new spring in the
Mediterranean, after the intense
drought of summer, and gives way to
the autumn colors of the chestnut
trees, pistachio terebinths and
poplars. What a picturesque mix!
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We would like to thank you for your thoughts and signs of affection, following the floods in November
in Spain.

May we draw all the conclusions from the disaster. Mutual help and sharing. Solidarity with future
generations. The fight against Climate Change. The joy of living in every favorable moment.

In just a few minutes, families suffered irreparable damage. We do not forget them.



