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Introduction  observatory lodge  

My wife Dawn and I had initially booked on to a 3 week trip to Madagascar with Birdfinders and so 
booked time off work around the tour dates. The trip, however, was cancelled due to Covid 19 travel 
restrictions so we provisionally booked our places on another tour to Texas, but a week or so later in 
the year than the Madagascar trip, so adjusted our time off work accordingly. Frustratingly 2 weeks 
before the start date, the trip did not go ahead due to not enough interest in the tour, so we were left 
with 3 weeks off work in late November early December, but no organised trips available.  
We decided that we would be ok to travel and bird the Canary Islands on our own and try for the 
islands’ endemic and range restricted species, so set about booking a trip. We knew that the two 
islands that offered the most birding interest were Tenerife for its 2 endemic Laurel forest Pigeons, 
Blue Chaffinch and Chiffchaff, and Fuerteventura for its endemic Stonechat, as well as a number of 
range restricted species like Houbara Bustard, Plain Swift and Berthelot’s Pipit, plus future potential 
splits like Canary Islands Kingletet and Tenerife Robin. So we booked a week on each island, sorted 
flights and car hire and off we went. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Itinerary  
 
Tuesday 30th November: Afternoon flight from Manchester T1 to Tenerife South, arriving in the dark 
around 7pm, so no birding opportunities. After collecting our hire car Dawn drove us to Puerto de la 
Cruz in the north. Overnight at Hotel Puerto Palace, Puerto de la Cruz. 
 
Wednesday 1st December: After a few birds from the hotel balcony including our first Atlantic 
Canaries, the first of many Canary Islands Chiffchaffs, several Rose-ringed Parakeets and several of 
the range endemic cabrerae race of Common Blackbird, today was to be a day searching for the two 
endemic species of Laurel Pigeons with our first stop in the morning being at the Mirador de la 
Grimona by the busy TF-5. Looking up the steep cliffs we saw very few birds except for several Rock / 
Feral Doves. We then drove the short distance west along the TF-5 to the Zona Recreativa Barranco 
de Ruiz. This stop produced our first endemic canarian dacotiae race of Common Kestrel, a couple of 
‘Barbary’ Falcons, a couple of teneriffae African Blue Tits, a couple of Canary Islands Chiffchaffs, a 
Grey Wagtail and a few more Atlantic Canaries. We then had a tourist stop in Icod de los Vinos to see 
the famous Dragon Tree, also seeing a few birds around the Plaza Andrés de Lorenzo Cáceres, 
including a fly over Grey Heron and our first endemic insularum race of Common Buzzard. We then 
went to the mirador overlooking the Ruiz Gorge in the early afternoon seeing a couple more 
Buzzards, a couple of ‘Barbary’ Falcons, Kestrels and a granti race Eurasian Sparrowhawk, but no 
pigeons other than Rock / Feral Doves. The roadside scrub held several Atlantic Canaries, a 
Sardinian Warbler and a brief female canariensis race Common Chaffinch. A walk down the tree 
enclosed path to the water trough proved fruitless as the trough was dry. We then drove the short way 
to the southern end of the barranco and parked by the defunct Restaurant El Bosque but the 
vegetation was too thick to get any sort of clear view into the barranco below, although we did see 
another Sardinian Warbler in the roadside scrub. We then attempted to view the barranco from along 
the roadside but the traffic was too scary so we soon curtailed that plan. Moving onto the Mirador de 
El Lance at Icod el Alto and viewing the valley below, again we had no luck with the pigeons, but 
Dawn picked up a ‘Barbary’ Falcon perched on top of a pylon. Totally frustrated with our lack of 
success we decided to head back to the hotel and walk down into Puerto de la Cruz. Several Atlantic 
Canaries and Collared Doves kept us entertained on our walk down, with a few Yellow-legged Gulls 
and a Whimbrel around the small harbour. The walk back up to the hotel, other than being a killer, 
provided yet another Canary Islands Chiffchaff and great views of the resident flock of Rose-ringed 
Parakeets. Overnight at Hotel Puerto Palace, Puerto de la Cruz. 
 

        
View from Hotel Puerto Palace         Dragon Tree in Icod de los Vinos 
 



       
Ruiz Gorge          View from Mirador de El Lance 
 
Thursday 2nd December: Birds from the hotel balcony this morning included a fly over ‘Barbary’ 
Falcon along with the regular Rose-ringed Parakeets, Canary Islands Chiffchaffs, Common Blackbirds 
and Atlantic Canaries. Today would be another day searching for the pigeons, the morning starting 
with another visit to the mirador overlooking the Ruiz Gorge. Other than a couple of Common Kestrels 
and a Common Buzzard in the gorge, and a brief pair of Common Chaffinches and a Sardinian 
Warbler in the roadside scrub, nothing much else was noted. Then we headed to Erjos and attempted 
to drive along the track into the Laurel forest, but were halted in our tracks by workmen working on the 
track at the top of the hill, so Dawn had the very precarious task of reversing the half kilometre back 
down the track to somewhere where she could turn the car around. We then headed for another spot 
along the road signposted towards Cuevas Negras suggested by Dave Gosney that overlooks the 
forest, but the track was very muddy and not suitable for our hire car, although we did see a few birds 
along the minor road, most notably Atlantic Canaries and a couple of Common Kestrels. Then after 
some deliberation we then decided to try and access the Erjos track from the western end from Las 
Portelas. Dawn then expertly negotiated the tight twisting roads through the Parque Rural de Teno via 
Masca and down into the valley below to the start of the track. We then made our way slowly along 
the track, stopping at various points and getting out and walking, but saw very little of interest. We 
then came to a gate where we could drive no further so went on foot from there. We came across a 
Canary Islands Chiffchaff and while watching it heard the distinctive call of Goldcrests. We quickly 
located 2 birds of the endemic teneriffae race, that is split by some authorities as Canary Islands 
Kinglet. While watching the Goldcrests a sudden commotion in the forest flushed a couple of pigeons 
that were surely one of our target species, but we failed to get any clear views, and the culprit of the 
commotion also went unidentified. Further along the track we made several stops to overlook the 
forest but without any success. We did however, have views of a superbus race European Robin that 
is another potential future split. The walk back to the car and the drive along the track back to Las 
Portelas was also uneventful, although a very pleasant walk. After a delicious lunch at Restaurante 
Mesón del Norte we then made our way back up the twisting windy roads to Masca, stopping at 
several miradors to enjoy the incredible views. While at Masca we saw a couple of distant ‘North 
African’ Northern Ravens, our first of the trip. From the top of the Parque Rural de Teno the views to 
Mount Teide in the south and across to La Gomera were spectacular and we enjoyed a wonderful 
sunset. On our journey back down to Santiago del Teide we had another Northern Raven fly across 
the road in front of the car. We made a short stop in Santiago del Teide to take a look at the beautiful 
church in the town. By the time we made it back round to Erjos it was dark and we made our way 
back to our hotel. Overnight at Hotel Puerto Palace, Puerto de la Cruz. 
 



       
Las Portelas track         View of Laurel forest from Las Portelas track 
 

       
Masca           Parque Rural de Teno 
 
Friday 3rd December: Today was to be spent exploring the Teide National Park, but first we drove 
past the touristy spots onto the picnic spot at Las Lajas to look for Tenerife Blue Chaffinch. Parking in 
the carpark we slowly walked towards the small building described by Dave Gosney to look for the 
drinking pool. While standing by the small building a male Tenerife Blue Chaffinch flew in and perched 
in a nearby tree, but soon disappeared. Initially the drinking pool wasn’t obvious, but a dusky Tenerife 
endemic canariensis race Great Spotted Woodpecker dropped in and perched on some rocks by the 
base of a pine tree and on closer inspection it was drinking from a small pool in the rocks. We then 
moved to get a better view of the pool with the sun behind us and were rewarded with cracking 
prolonged views of 3 male and 3 female Tenerife Blue Chaffinches, at least 3 Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers, a brief Goldcrest and several Atlantic Canaries. We had a walk around the area and 
saw another male Tenerife Blue Chaffinch and 3 Northern Ravens. We then continued south to the 
quaint village of Vilaflor, stopping on the road that gives a view over the village. As we got out of the 
car Dawn pointed out a flock of about 30 Plain Swifts overhead. We then went into the village itself for 
a look around and after coffee and cake, and a brief female Eurasian Sparrowhawk, we made our 
way back up the valley stopping at the impressive centuries old Canarian pine tree known as Pino 
Gordo. We then slowly made our way back north through Teide National Park making several stops to 
take in the views and saw our first Berthelot's Pipit at one of the miradors. We then parked at the 
Roques de Garcia and had a steady walk along the track seeing another couple of Berthelot's Pipits 
and a perched Common Kestrel. We then continued along the road to the Las Cañadas information 
centre, but were unable to locate the water troughs mentioned by Dave Gosney. We also stopped at 
the Restaurante El Portillo, but it was closed. We then made our way back down the mountain seeing 
a Grey Wagtail on a water tank along the way, but not a lot else. Overnight at Hotel Puerto Palace, 
Puerto de la Cruz. 
 



       
Las Lajas          Vilaflor 
 

 
Teide National Park 
 
Saturday 4th December: We decided that we would try again for the endemic pigeons so headed to 
the Chanajiga recreation area for the morning. After a hairy drive up very steep back streets that we 
were sure the hire car wasn’t going to handle, but as always it did, we parked by the picnic area, Birds 
around the picnic area included a very showy Canary Islands Chiffchaff and a skulking superbus race 
European Robin. Walking along the trail we had a few birds around the playground area including a 
couple of skulking canariensis race Common Chaffinches and teneriffae race African Blue Tits. We 
continued along the track stopping at places where there were good views of the Laurel forest. Not 
long into the walk a pigeon briefly flew over us and disappeared behind the trees, but in the brief flight 
view we got enough on the tail pattern to confirm that it was a Bolle’s Pigeon! Although not the best 
views, it was a relief to finally connect with one of the endemic pigeons. We continued along the track 
with renewed optimism, and other than Dawn getting further brief views of an unidentified pigeon and 
distant wing flapping in the canopy, we didn’t have any further success so after a while retraced our 
steps back along the track. On the return walk we saw a couple of teneriffae race Goldcrests and a 
brief Eurasian Sparrowhawk, but not a lot else. Then a pickup wagon came up the track past us and 
as it got a little way along the track we waited at a clear area hoping that it would flush something. 
Sure enough a Bolle’s Pigeon flew out giving prolonged flight views and then flew into the canopy on 
the other side of the valley. Keeping an eye on where it went in we quickly set the ‘scope up and 
located the bird perched on an open branch where it gave good prolonged, although distant, views. 
After watching the Bolle’s Pigeon for a while we made our way back to the car. Making our way back 
down the hillside we then called into La Orotava to do the touristy sites. Although being a lovely town 
with some very nice gardens, it we almost bird less in the mid-afternoon. The previous evening I had 
trolled through various trip reports on Cloud Birders to get as much information as possible on how to 
see the endemic pigeons and one site that was common on the majority of the reports was the 
Mirador de la Grimona that we checked on our first morning. Reading between the lines it seemed 
that it was necessary to spend some time at the site to see anything and that the afternoon was 
better. With that in mind we then made our way along the TF-5 to the mirador with the plan to spend 
an hour or so there. Arriving around 4pm, after about 15 minutes a dark pigeon flew in from the left. A 
Laurel Pigeon! Quick, get on it. The bird flew straight across the cliff face and disappeared around the 
corner, giving good flight views. We hung around a little longer and after about a further 15 minutes 
another Laurel Pigeon flew in from the left, but this time perched in a small tree on the hillside where it 
gave good, but distant views. Finally, both endemic pigeons in the bag. We waited around a little 



while longer but had no further sightings so headed back to the hotel. Overnight at Hotel Puerto 
Palace, Puerto de la Cruz. 
 

       
View from Chanajiga recreation area       La Orotava 
 
Sunday 5th December: Today we decided to try a few sites in the south of the island to increase our 
species list. After a 1.5 hour drive our first stop was the coastal pool at El Médano. Due to a lot of kite 
surfing activity on the nearby beach the pools were devoid of birds. The surrounding desert area was 
also devoid of birds, probably due to a combination of lots of people and the strong wind. Our next 
stop was at the Golf del Sur golf course in Santa Cruz de Tenerife. We parked at the old information 
centre where we saw a couple of skulking Spanish Sparrows and Common Blackbirds. We then 
‘scoped the golf course pool from the roadside which held a couple of Ruddy Shelducks, Common 
Moorhens, a Little Egret, a Grey Heron, and one or two Grey Wagtails. A walk on the wasteland to the 
north of the golf course produced 4 brief Barbary Partridges, while flocks of Common Starlings and 
Spanish Sparrows were flying around the nearby apartments. Another check of the pools on the golf 
course added a Common Sandpiper and a couple of Berthelot’s Pipits were running around on the 
short grass. We soon moved on to the adjacent Amarilla Golf Course, but before arriving we stopped 
at a roadside reservoir in an industrial estate along the access road, but it only held a single Little 
Egret. At the golf course we added a White Wagtail, another Grey Wagtail and more Spanish 
Sparrows. We decided that the south of the island was far too busy to enjoy our birding and decided 
to revisit Erjos and walk the track to search for more pigeons. Parking on the track at the bottom of 
the hill, we immediately had a superbus race European Robin by the car. We then had a steady walk 
up the track to a lookout point where we saw a pair of canariensis race Common Chaffinches, and as 
I was getting the camera ready to photograph them a noisy family arrived and flushed them. We 
continued our walk a short way down through the Laurel forest and had a Bolle’s Pigeon in flight. Not 
seeing much else along the track, we then drove the short distance to the Erjos Pools. The pools 
were completely dry, however, a small garden with apple trees held a flock of Atlantic Canaries, 2 or 3 
Sardinian Warblers, several Canary Islands Chiffchaffs, Common Blackbirds and another European 
Robin before heavy rain stopped the show. We then decided to try for some seabirds at Garachico on 
the north coast as we had read that Barolo’s Shearwaters can be seen from the shore in the late 
afternoon. As we were descending the steep cliff side road towards the village Dawn spotted a Laurel 
Pigeon in flight. Arriving at sea level, we parked along the seafront in Garachico and ‘scoped the sea 
around the small islet of Roque de Garachico, but only saw Yellow-legged Gulls. We then returned 
back to the hotel after driving a full circle around the island. Overnight at Hotel Puerto Palace, Puerto 
de la Cruz. 
 



       
El Médano          View from Erjos track 
 
Monday 6th December: Today started with an African Collared Dove on a hotel roof across the road 
from our hotel room balcony. The paler colour, smaller size and rounder head were all subtle 
differences from Eurasian Collared Dove to confirm the species. It is likely that we had previously 
overlooked this species, as we were sure we saw many more over the next week or so. Heading out 
for the day around the Anaga peninsular we spotted what looked like a warbler dive into scrub by the 
road at the bottom of the street from our hotel, so we quickly parked up and took a wander around the 
area of waste land. While we never relocated the warbler, we did see 2 Eurasian Hoopoes, several 
teneriffae race African Blue Tits, Atlantic Canaries and Canary Islands Chiffchaffs. After about half an 
hour we then continued our journey to the Anaga peninsular. It was evident as soon as we passed 
through Las Mercedes that it was a very busy tourist site, and unbeknown to us, it was in fact a 
Spanish bank holiday. Everywhere we went we struggled to find somewhere to park the car and also 
struggled to see any birds due to the number of people around. We did however, have a lengthy stop 
at Mirador Pico del Inglés that overlooked some great Laurel forest habitat, but we failed to see 
anything of note. We had several stops along the road to the village of Chamorga, which turned out to 
be nothing more than a few houses and a dead end. The scenery though was spectacular. Struggling 
with the number of people around we headed to the south coast for a change of scenery calling in at a 
rundown San Andrés, followed by a stop at the port in Santa Cruz de Tenerife, where we nearly got a 
parking ticket while admiring the impressive Queen Elizabeth cruise ship docked there. We then 
made our way back to our hotel. Overnight at Hotel Puerto Palace, Puerto de la Cruz. 
 

       
Anaga peninsula                     Anaga peninsula (north coast) 
 



       
Anaga peninsula         Chamorga 
 
Tuesday 7th December: Today was our final day on Tenerife with our flight due to take off at just 
after 2pm. We decided to start the morning exploring the waste ground down the street from our hotel 
again, and soon had good views of a female Sardinian Warbler in the scrub. We also had good views 
of all the other common species we saw there yesterday morning, but no Eurasian Hoopoes this time. 
Moving on, we then went to the Mirador de la Grimona for a final look for the pigeons, but after about 
an hour we had seen very little on the cliff side, or on a brief sea watch, so we headed back to the 
hotel via a brief unproductive stop at the Zona Recreativa Barranco de Ruiz. It was then time to drop 
the hire car off at the airport and get our CanaryFly flight to Fuerteventura. Due to a 4 hour delay, we 
arrived on Fuerteventura in the dark. So, after picking up our hire car, head to the hotel. Overnight at 
Hotel Arena Suite, Corralejo. 
 

 
                   Barranco de Ruiz 
 
Wednesday 8th December: Today started with a Common Kestrel and a Eurasian Hoopoe on the 
roof of an adjacent hotel. Our first stop would be at the western end of the Barranco de Río Cabras to 
look for the endemic Canary Islands Stonechat. On our way through the Parque Natural de Corralejo, 
we saw a couple of Northern Ravens. Arriving at our first stop, we parked the car just off the FV-430 
and walked along the track that follows the barranco and had brief views of a couple of Laughing 
Doves and a Grey Wagtail. A couple of Common Buzzards and several more Northern Ravens were 
overhead, their distinctive call being very different from the Northern Ravens we know back in the UK. 
Before long, Dawn spotted a cracking male Canary Islands Stonechat perched up on a bush and 
while watching it, it was joined by a female. 2 Ruddy Shelduck also flew over and the Laughing Doves 
showed briefly again. We then moved onto the ‘pool’ at Rosa del Taro but it was completely dry. We 
checked the surrounding desert for birds, but other than a few Berthelot's Pipits, there was very little 
else. We then stopped in the lovely little town of Antigua for a look around the centre. Here we spotted 
a male Spectacled Warbler, a pair of Common Kestrels and more African Collared Doves. Moving on 
we then checked an area just north of Antigua by some sandpits known as Antigua Plain. After a 
search of the area I soon located 2 distant Houbara Bustards. Although distant, they showed superbly 
through the ‘scope. A local farmer stopped as he drove past and advised that there were 4 birds 
recently present. We then drove up into the mountains stopping at Mirador de Guise y Ayose where 



we fed the Barbary Ground Squirrels and a couple of confiding Berthelot's Pipits. Next stop was at the 
lovely little village of Betancuria where we had another walk around the centre. The trees and 
farmland to the south of the village had plenty of birds including Spanish Sparrows, our only Atlantic 
Canaries seen on Fuerteventura, a Sardinian Warbler and 3 Eurasian Blackcaps. Next, we stopped in 
a little village just to the south of Betancuria and had our first Fuerteventurian African Blue Tits. The 
African Blue Tits on Fuerteventura are a different subspecies that those on Tenerife and are of the 
degener race. Dawn then spotted a Great Grey Shrike of the endemic Canary Islands race koenigi on 
wires over the fields but it quickly dropped out of view. While searching for the Shrike, Dawn then 
spotted a female Ring Ouzel that also did a quick disappearing act. In the same area there was a 
large flock of Spanish Sparrows and our only European Robin seen on the island. Our final stop of the 
day was at in the Las Peñitas Valley. Parking up just beyond the village of Vega de Río Palmas we 
walked the trail down to the reservoir, but it was completely dry. Along the walk we did see another 
Laughing Dove, 2 Song Thrushes, at least 2 more degener race African Blue Tits, Spanish Sparrows, 
a couple of Sardinian Warblers, a very confiding Great Grey Shrike and finally another female Canary 
Islands Stonechat. Overnight at Hotel Arena Suite, Corralejo. 
 

        
Barranco de Río Cabras          Rosa del Taro 
 

        
Betancuria           Las Peñitas Valley 
 
Thursday 9th December: Today would be a day searching for desert species around the Tindaya 
Plain. We started the day with another Eurasian Hoopoe sat on top of the restaurant at the hotel while 
waiting for breakfast to start. Once fed and watered, we made our way to the west of the island to El 
Cotillo, taking a track leading south from the coastal town. The track soon became very rough and we 
went as far as the ruins opposite the villa as described in Dave Gooney’s book. Birds seen along here 
were few and far between, but we did manage a lovely male Subalpine Warbler and a few Berthelot's 
Pipits. After a while we made our way back into the town and went for a look around the El Tostón 
Castle and the harbour. Next stop was a track to the north of La Oliva where we drove slowly along to 
the farm at Rosa de Los Negrines and scanned the area for birds. Again, very little was seen other 
than a large flock of Spanish Sparrows by the chicken pens at the farm. The famous Fig Trees were 
not in fruit so we decided that there was no point hanging around waiting for any Bustards to show. 
We followed the track to the top of the hill and then turned right, following the track that runs alongside 



the fenced area. At a stop on top of the rise Dawn spotted a distant flock of 4 Black-bellied 
Sandgrouse in flight within the fenced area, although the sighting was very brief. At the same spot 3 
Trumpeter Finches flew over. We were starting to see some of the desert specialities of the area, but 
this was hard work! Following this track, it eventually joined back up with the main FV-10 road and as 
it was now nearing midday, we took a break from birding and drove into La Oliva described in the 
Eyewitness Travel Guide as “one of the prettiest towns on the island”. We failed to see the beauty 
other than the impressive Church of Our Lady of La Candelaria with its black volcanic stone belfry. It 
was now time again to get back to the birding so we drove into the farming village of Tindaya. At the 
western end of the village at the start of the well known track that leads through the Tindaya Plain, we 
stopped at a goat enclosure. We soon started to see birds with a couple of European Starlings being 
obvious. Then we spotted a flock of Trumpeter Finches under the feed troughs. On closer inspection 
there were approximately 50 birds present. Then surprisingly, 5 Black-bellied Sandgrouse dropped 
into the same pens and began to feed at the back of the enclosure. After they moved on, so did we 
and we drove along the tarmacked track that eventually ends at Punta Paso Chico cliffs on the coast. 
We drove slowly along the track, stopping occasionally and scanning, then after about 1.7km Dawn 
suddenly said “Simon, there’s a Houbara Bustard next to the car”.  Wow, what fantastic views we had 
of the bird as it slowly worked along the edge of the road picking food off the bushes by the side of the 
track. We continued along the 5km track to the end, having close views of a Great Grey Shrike 
sheltering from the strong wind behind a large rock. Other than a couple of Berthelot's Pipits and a 
number of Northern Ravens we didn’t see much else. On the return journey we encountered the 
Houbara Bustard again as it crossed the track in front of the car. At the obvious crossroads we first 
turned north and continued into the barranco seeing a male Canary Islands Stonechat, but the track 
was soon too rough to continue, so we turned around and then headed south at the crossroads. After 
a short way Dawn spotted another Houbara Bustard not too far away from the track. Despite driving 
the tracks until dusk, we saw little else other than the odd Berthelot's Pipit and Northern Raven. A 
stop at the goat enclosure didn’t produce any Trumpeter Finches or Sandgrouse, but a White Wagtail 
was on the road. Overnight at Hotel Arena Suite, Corralejo. 
 

       
El Cotillo          Rosa de Los Negrines 
 

       
Tindaya goat enclosure         Tindaya Plain 
 
 



Friday 10th December: We headed to the area around Castillo Caleta de Fuste today, but along the 
way we stopped by some roadside trees just south of Corralejo and spotted a Spectacled Warbler 
and several Spanish Sparrows. Our next stop was by the sewage works to the west of Castillo Caleta 
de Fuste along the FV-413. The wind was again very strong today and this resulted in very little 
showing. We did have several Ruddy Shelducks fly over from the adjacent Barranco de la Muley 
though. Moving along the track to an area where we could see a couple of small pools in the barranco 
below we had a Great Grey Shrike and a few more Ruddy Shelducks. We then checked the area of 
flat ground to the west of the barranco for scavenging species, but it was devoid of birds. We headed 
back to the FV-413 and walked along a track towards some ruined buildings, but again saw very little. 
Next stop was to the north of Castillo Caleta de Fuste to look for Trumpeter Finches along the coastal 
cycle track. In a small rocky bay along the base of the cliffs were several Ruddy Turnstones and a 
Sanderling. We then spotted a couple of Trumpeter Finches by the cycle track on the cliff top so 
stopped to take a look. Dawn then started to feed them with bread and around 6 or 8 birds appeared 
along with a couple of Ruddy Turnstones and a few African and Eurasian Collared Doves, with some 
of the Trumpeter Finches taking food out of her hand. Also, at this site a first-winter Black-headed Gull 
flew along the cliff top. Next, we drove to the area around the golf courses but it was impossible to 
even view the golf courses due to high fences and walls. Next stop was at the salt pans at Salinas del 
Carmen where a check of a coastal lagoon produced a Common Redshank, a Eurasian Whimbrel 
and a Common Greenshank, as well as a Little Egret. The saltpans themselves only held Yellow-
legged Gulls, a Lesser Black-backed Gull and another Common Redshank. A Sandwich Tern was  
seen fishing offshore. We then headed south to the Barranco de la Torre and a walk along the track 
running through the barranco produced a few birds including Spanish Sparrows, a Sardinian Warbler 
a Spectacled Warbler, a Common Chiffchaff and a female Canary Islands Stonechat, but the highlight 
at this site was 5 ‘Canarian’ Egyptian Vultures over the ridge to the south of the barranco. Heading 
back to the hotel we had another Egyptian Vulture fly over the car while we were on the FV-1 south of 
Corralejo. Overnight at Hotel Arena Suite, Corralejo. 
 

       
Salinas del Carmen salt pans        Barranco de la Torre 
 
Saturday 11th December: Today started with a trip to the local clinic to register for an antigen Covid 
test required for our return into the UK. We were unable to get the test today and were given a form 
each to complete and asked to return again tomorrow. The walk along to the clinic wasn’t a complete 
waste as we had a flyover Eurasian Hoopoe. Today we headed to the south of the island and as we 
passed through a small village to the south of La Calabaza Dawn spotted a small pool of water so we 
stopped to explore. Sure enough it held a few birds, notably 2 Black-winged Stilts, a Green 
Sandpiper, a Common Ringed Plover, a couple of Ruddy Shelducks and a couple of White Wagtails. 
We then continued to our first site overlooking the Barranco de la Pared to the north of the village of 
La Pared. This is a known site for Black-bellied Sandgrouse to come drink and bath mid-morning. 
Sure enough there were around 80 birds sat on the slopes opposite, although they were not initially 
obvious. While watching from the car at a reasonable distance we got fantastic views of the birds and 
some even came down to the small pools to drink. Also in the barranco were a Common Sandpiper 
and a Great Grey Shrike. Moving on, we then attempted to explore the stony desert area of the Istmo 
de la Pared to the south of La Pared, but the track soon became quite rough and as the only bird we 
had seen was a Great Grey Shrike, so we turned back. We then attempted to access the same area 
from Costa Calma, but a new bypass had been installed and a fence around the area prevented 
access. Next, we headed south along the coast to the cliff top overlooking the beach and lagoons to 



the south of the Meliá Fuerteventura Hotel. The beach area was very busy and other than another 
Great Grey Shrike and a Grey Heron sat in the cliff top scrub, we saw very little here. After a cliff top 
lunch, we headed further south to Morro Jable, parking by the derelict Stella Canaris Zoo. As soon as 
we got out of the car we heard parakeets, and sure enough a small flock of Monk Parakeets were 
flying around overhead. Some birds dropped down near a playground so we made our way across the 
road and watch 8 or so birds feeding on the ground with the Feral Pigeons and Collared Doves. Soon 
a local man turned up and started feeding the parakeets out of his hand. A further check of the area of 
the derelict zoo produced a single Plain Swift overhead, many more Monk Parakeets and a Song 
Thrush. We then had the crazy idea to drive to the small coastal village of Cofete on the northern 
slopes of the Parque Natural Jandía. While driving through the town we saw several Western Cattle 
Egrets feeding on the grassy central reservation right in the centre of town. The 17km track from 
Morro Jable to Cofete was very rough and in parts sleep without anything stopping you driving off the 
edge. The views however, were truly spectacular. We also chanced upon a female Canary Islands 
Stonechat by the side of the road after about 1km. When we eventually reached Cofete we continued 
on to the Casa Winter where German industrialist Gustav Winter resided during World War II, 
apparently being involved in the secret construction of a Nazi submarine port somewhere in the area. 
The building itself was very run down and the current owner had collected and displayed loads of old 
junk, passing it off as a museum. While walking around the courtyard we spotted another female 
Canary Islands Stonechat perched on the corner of the roof. We then made our way back along the 
bone shaking road back into Morro Jable where the Western Cattle Egrets had been joined by half a 
dozen Hadada Ibises, that allowed a very close approach. We then made our way to the Oasis Park 
Zoo at La Lajita where we parked in the main car park. Checking the trees around the entrance we 
saw a couple of Common Chiffchaffs and a skulking Red-vented Bulbul. After a very long day we 
made the hour and half drive back north to Corralejo. Overnight at Hotel Arena Suite, Corralejo. 
 

       
Parque Natural de Corralejo        Barranco de la Pared 
 

       
Istmo de la Pared         Meliá lagoons and beach 
 



       
Jandía Peninsula         Casa Winter 
 
Sunday 12th December: We had an early start today for a daybreak trip to the Tindaya Plain to try 
again for Cream-colored Courser. We left the hotel in the dark just after 6am, and arrived on the track 
to the west of Tindaya village around 6:45, in the dark. It was also very cold, so we sat in the car on 
the track with the car heater on waiting for it to come light. We were supposed to be on holiday! 
Eventually it came light enough to bird around 7:15 so we made our way slowly along the track. Other 
than several Northern Ravens, a couple of Great Grey Shrikes and a couple of Berthelot's Pipits 
nothing else was seen before it was time to head back to the hotel for breakfast. But not before a 
quick stop at the goat enclosure on the edge of Tindaya village. There weren’t quite as many 
Trumpeter Finches as a couple of days ago, but there was the odd one around. We also added 
another Great Grey Shrike and a harterti race Common Linnet. After breakfast it was time for our trip 
to the local clinic for our antigen Covid tests. After getting the tests and being hit with a 50 Euro bill, 
we decided to walk into Corralejo town. We soon had 3 Plain Swifts that gave excellent views as they 
wheeled around just over the rooftops and walls of the Hotel Las Marismas de Corralejo. Several 
Spanish Sparrows and a couple of Berthelot's Pipits were also seen as we made our way to the 
beach front. We enjoyed a leisurely walk around the town seafront and harbour side, including a 
wonderful seafood paella lunch. We still managed to see a few species in the pools around the rocky 
shore including a Common Sandpiper, 2 Eurasian Whimbrel, a few Ruddy Turnstones and a Little 
Egret. Overnight at Hotel Arena Suite, Corralejo. 
 

       
Tindaya Plain          Corralejo 
 



Monday 13th December: Today was hopefully going to give us a few additions to the species list as 
we headed to the Embalse de los Molinos, simply translated as Molinos Reservoir. Previous trip 
reports had recorded several duck and wader species, Spoonbills and Coots. On our drive out of 
Corralejo, 2 Eurasian Hoopoes flew over the car. We decided to take a detour on the way to the 
reservoir and drove slowly along a track to the south of L La Oliva to look for Barbary Partridges. 
Although we failed with the partridges, we did see a couple of Great Grey Shrikes, a Spectacled 
Warbler and Spanish Sparrows. We then visited an area of stony desert that used to access the 
southern end of the reservoir, but no longer. After getting the ok from the local farmer, we stopped by 
some goat enclosures and immediately located several Black-bellied Sandgrouse and Ruddy 
Shelducks. We then drove a short distance and parked by some blue containers to check the area 
behind them. On the ridge ahead there were lots of small birds flying around that we were sure were 
Mediterranean Short-toed Larks, but they were difficult to view on the ground in-between the stones. 
Eventually we had good enough views of several of the birds to confirm our suspicions. While we 
were watching the Larks, several small groups of Black-bellied Sandgrouse flew over and Dawn 
picked out an Egyptian Vulture overhead. What was odd to see were all the Ruddy Shelducks in a 
seemingly arid habitat. With a great deal of optimism, we then headed to Las Parcelas and eventually 
found the track in the village that leads south to the reservoir alongside a deep barranco. Arriving at 
the dam at the top end of the reservoir we were astounded by the lack of water. It was almost 
completely dry except for a small pool of stagnant water about half way along. And it stank. On first 
look we couldn’t see any birds on or around the water, but as we were here now, we decided to walk 
down the side of the reservoir anyway and we soon had 3 or 4 Trumpeter Finches flying up from the 
path in front of us. We also added a couple of Ruddy Shelducks overhead and a Great Grey Shrike 
near the hide. A ‘scope of the pool of water in the bottom reservoir produced a single Kentish Plover 
and Common Ringed Plover. A very poor show indeed. It appeared that the whole of the island was 
devoid of any substantial fresh water. We then drove the short distance to the hamlet of Puertito de 
los Molinos and were overwhelmed that there was some water in the barranco. Parking in the car 
park we soon added feral Muscovy Ducks, with about 15 or so birds hanging around the small 
footbridge. Obviously a popular spot to feed the ducks. We went for a walk alongside the barranco 
and were surprised to see a Eurasian Spoonbill asleep on the waterside vegetation. We also had 
another Egyptian Vulture fly overhead and several confiding Berthelot's Pipits around the car park. 
We spent some time being entertained by the Barbary Ground Squirrels while feeding them our 
remaining lunch out of our hand. We added another Eurasian Spoonbill that was feeding at the 
seaward end of the barranco. We then went to the Tindaya Plain track for the afternoon, driving all the 
tracks, but searching in vain for the ever elusive Cream-colored Courser. We did however see 
another Houbara Bustard at dusk and a few Trumpeter Finches feeding at the edge of the track. 
Overnight at Hotel Arena Suite, Corralejo. 
 

       
Molinos Reservoir         Puertito de los Molinos 
 



       
Barranco de los Molinos         Tindaya Plain 
 
Tuesday 14th December: We had an early afternoon flight home to day so didn’t have any 
opportunities for birding. However, incredibly, while sat on the plane on the runway at Fuerteventura 
Airport waiting to take off, Dawn spotted a Cream-coloured Courser by the side of the tarmac. 
Unbelievable! We had spent hour after hour scanning several well known spots for the species 
without any success and here one was at the very last minute before we were to leave for home! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Birds  
 
The species report below covers the species seen by myself and Dawn. Species highlighted in red 
text are world lifers. The species list conforms to the order of the IOC World Bird List: Version 11.2.  
 
 
Ruddy Shelduck (Tadorna ferruginea) – 2 birds on a pool on the Golf del Sur golf course on 5th were 
the only birds seen on Tenerife. Seen more frequently and often in larger numbers on Fuerteventura 
with sightings on 8th, 10th, 11th and 13th. 
 

 
 

Muscovy Duck (Cairina moschata) – A number of feral birds were seen on the barranco at Puertito 
de los Molinos, Fuerteventura on 13th. 
 

 
 
Barbary Partridge (Alectoris barbara koenigi) – 4 birds flushed from the scrub by the Golf del Sur 
golf course on Tenerife on 5th were the only ones seen. 



Plain Swift (Apus unicolor) – A flock of around 30 birds over Vilaflor on 3rd were the only ones seen 
on Tenerife, with one over Morro Jable on 11th and 3 over Corralejo on 12th the only sightings on 
Fuerteventura. 

 

Houbara Bustard (Chlamydotis undulata fuertaventurae) – Our first sighting was 2 distant birds on 
the Antigua Plains, Fuerteventura on 8th. A further 2 birds were seen well on the Tindaya Plains, 
Fuerteventura on 9th, with another seen there on 13th. 
 

 
 
Black-bellied Sandgrouse (Pterocles orientalis orientalis) – All sightings were on Fuerteventura, with 
the first being 4 distant birds in flight in the fenced off area on Tindaya Plain on 9th, with a further 5 
birds in a goat enclosure in Tindaya village also on 9th. An impressive flock of around 80 birds were 
seen on the slopes of the Barranco de la Pared on 11th, with several more seen around the goat 
enclosures in the stony desert area south of Molinos Reservoir on 13th. 
 



 
 
Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon (Columba livia livia) – A very common species on both islands, and seen 
every day. 
 

 
 
Bolle’s Pigeon (Columba bollii) [E] – After a few failed attempts, we finally saw 2 of these endemic 
pigeons in the Laurel forests at the Chanajiga recreation area on Tenerife on 4th, including a distant 
perched bird. Another was seen briefly in flight along the track through the Laurel forest at Erjos, 
Tenerife on 5th. 
 



 
 
Laurel Pigeon (Columba junoniae) [E] – 2 birds were seen at the Mirador de la Grimona, Tenerife on 
4th, including a distant perched bird. Another was seen briefly in flight from the car by the cliffs above 
Garachico, Tenerife on 5th. 
 

 
 
Eurasian Collared Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) – Fairly common on both islands and seen every 
day. 
 



 
 
African Collared Dove (Streptopelia roseogrisea roseogrisea) – First identified from the Hotel Puerto 
Palace in Puerto de la Cruz, Tenerife on 6th.Once we were familiar with the subtle differences of this 
species from Eurasian Collard Dove, it turned out to be relatively common around human settlements 
on both islands and recorded almost every day thereafter. 
 

 
 
Laughing Dove (Spilopelia senegalensis phoenicophila) – Only seen on Fuerteventura on 8th, with 2 
birds seen briefly at the western end of the Barranco de Río Cabras and another seen well at in Las 
Peñitas Valley, with others heard calling in the same area. 
 



 
 
Common Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus chloropus) – Only seen on a pool on the Golf del Sur golf 
course on Tenerife on 5th, with 2 or 3 birds noted. 
 

 
 
Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus himantopus) – 2 birds on a small pool in a village south of La 
Calabaza, Fuerteventura on 11th were the only ones seen on the trip. 
 



 
 

Common Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula hiaticula) – One was on a small pool in a village south 
of La Calabaza, Fuerteventura on 11th, with another on the small pool of water in the Embalse de los 
Molinos, Fuerteventura on 13th.  
 

 

Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus alexandrinus) – One was on a small pool in a village south 
of La Calabaza, Fuerteventura on 11th. 

Eurasian Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus islandicus) – First seen on the rocky shore by the harbour 
in Puerto de la Cruz, Tenerife on 1st. Another was on a saltwater lagoon at Salinas del Carmen, 
Fuerteventura on 10th with 2 more seen on the rocky shore in Corralejo on 12th. 



 

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres interpres) – 4 birds were on the rocks by the shore at Castillo 
Caleta de Fuste on 10th, with another flock seen on the rocky shore in Corralejo on 12th. 

 

Sanderling (Calidris alba alba) – One was on the rocks by the shore at Castillo Caleta de Fuste on 
10th. 

Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos) – One was on a pool on the Golf del Sur golf course on 
Tenerife on 5th, with another in the Barranco de la Pared, Fuerteventura on 11th and one on the rocky 
shore in Corralejo on 12th. 



 

Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) – One was on a small pool in a village south of La Calabaza, 
Fuerteventura on 11th. 

Common Redshank (Tringa totanus totanus) – A single was on a saltwater lagoon at Salinas del 
Carmen, Fuerteventura, with another on the salt pans at the same site, both on 10th.  

 

Common Greenshank (Tringa nebularia) – One was on a saltwater lagoon at Salinas del Carmen, 
Fuerteventura on 10th. 

Cream-colored Courser (Cursorius cursor cursor) – One was by the runway at Fuerteventura Airport 
on 14th, seen from the plane while taxiing to take off for home. 



Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) – A first-winter bird flew along the cliff top at 
Castillo Caleta de Fuste, Fuerteventura on 10th. 

(Atlantic) Yellow-legged Gull (Larus michahellis atlantis) – A commonly seen species on both 
islands, especially at or near the coast, and seen most days. 

 

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus graellsii or intermedius) – One was at the salt pans at 
Salinas del Carmen, Fuerteventura on 10th, with another noted in Morro Jable, Fuerteventura on 11th. 

 

Sandwich Tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis) – One was fishing off shore at Salinas del Carmen, 
Fuerteventura on 10th, with another seen off shore just south of Corralejo, Fuerteventura on 11th. 



Hadada Ibis (Bostrychia hagedash) – 6 birds were feeding on the short grass on the central 
reservation along the main road in Morro Jable, Fuerteventura on 11th. 

 

Eurasian Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia leucorodia) – 2 immature birds were in the barranco at 
Puertito de los Molinos, Fuerteventura on 13th. 

 

Western Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) – Several birds were feeding on the short grass on the central 
reservation and roundabouts along the main road in Morro Jable, Fuerteventura on 11th. 



 

Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea cinerea) – One seen flying along the coast from Icod de los Vinos, 
Tenerife on 1st. Another was on a pool on the Golf del Sur golf course, Tenerife on 5th, one was seen 
around the sandpits on Antigua Plain, Fuerteventura on 8th and another was in the clifftop coastal 
scrub south of the Meliá Fuerteventura Hotel on Fuerteventura on 11th. 

 

Little Egret (Egretta garzetta garzetta) – First seen on a pool on the Golf del Sur golf course, Tenerife 
on 5th, with another on a roadside reservoir in a nearby industrial estate the same day. Another was in 
a coastal lagoon at Salinas del Carmen, Fuerteventura on 10th, with one seen in flight while travelling 
to the south of Fuerteventura on 11th, and one on a coastal lagoon at Corralejo, Fuerteventura on 
12th. 



 

(Canarian) Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus majorensis) – At least 5 birds were soaring 
over the hillside at the Barranco de la Torre, south of Salinas del Carmen, Fuerteventura on 10th, with 
another flying over the FV-1 south of Corralejo on the same day. Another was seen over a ridge south 
of Embalse de los Molinos, Fuerteventura on 13th and one flew low over the barranco at Puertito de 
los Molinos, also on 13th. 

 

(Canarian) Eurasian Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus granti) – One was seen from the mirador over 
Ruiz Gorge, Tenerife on 1st, with another at Vilaflor, Tenerife on 3rd and one in the Laurel forest at 
Chanajiga, Tenerife on 4th. 



 

(Canarian) Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo insularum) – First seen over Icod de los Vinos, and fairly 
common on both islands. Seen most days. 

 

Eurasian Hoopoe (Upupa epops epops) – 2 birds on waste land near our hotel in Puerto de la Cruz 
on 6th were the only ones seen on Tenerife. Up to 2 birds were seen most days each morning around 
the hotel at Corralejo on Fuerteventura. 



 

(Tenerife) Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos major canariensis) – At least 3 birds were 
around the small drinking pool at the picnic spot at Las Lajas on Tenerife on 3rd. 

 

(Canarian) Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus dacotiae) – First seen on 1st over the Zona 
Recreativa Barranco de Ruiz on Tenerife, and very common on both islands. Seen every day on 
Tenerife, and most days on Fuerteventura. 



 

(Barbary) Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus pelegrinoides) – Only seen on Tenerife, with 2 birds 
over the Zona Recreativa Barranco de Ruiz and later over the Ruiz Gorge, and one sat on a pylon 
from the Mirador de El Lance at Icod el Alto on 1st, and a single bird over the hotel at Puerto de la 
Cruz on the morning of 2nd the only sightings. 

 

Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus ssp.) – Several were around the derelict Stella Canaris Zoo in 
Morro Jable, Fuerteventura on 11th, including some very confiding birds that feed out of a locals hand. 



 

Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri krameri) – A small flock was in trees and gardens opposite 
our hotel in Puerto de la Cruz on Tenerife and seen every day while on the island. 

 

(Canary Island Desert) Great Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor koenigi) – Seen every day while on 
Fuerteventura where it was fairly common in suitable habitat, with the first on wires in a village just to 
the south of Betancuria on 8th. 



 

(Canarian) Northern Raven (Corvus corax canariensis) – First sighting was of a couple of birds over 
Masca in the Parque Rural de Teno on Tenerife on 2nd, with 3 birds over the picnic spot at Las Lajas, 
Tenerife on 3rd and one seen at the Anaga peninsular on Tenerife on 6th. Very common on 
Fuerteventura and seen in a variety of habitats every day while on the island. 

 

(Tenerife) African Blue Tit (Cyanistes teneriffae teneriffae) – This subspecies is only found on 
Tenerife and La Gomera. Seen fairly regular while on Tenerife, with the first seen around the Zona 
Recreativa Barranco de Ruiz on 1st. Also seen on 2nd, 4th, 6th and 7th. 



 

(Fuerteventura) African Blue Tit (Cyanistes teneriffae degener) – This subspecies is only found on 
Fuerteventura and Lanzarote. Only seen on 8th, with 2 birds in trees around a village just to the south 
of Betancuria and several in the Las Peñitas Valley. 

 

Mediterranean Short-toed Lark (Alaudala rufescens rufescens) – Only seen in the stony desert 
habitat around the goat enclosures south of Embalse de los Molinos, Fuerteventura on 13th. 

Red-vented Bulbul (Pycnonotus cafer sp.) – One was in trees around the entrance of the Oasis Park 
Zoo at La Lajita, Fuerteventura on 11th. 



Canary Islands Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus canariensis canariensis) [E] – Only seen on Tenerife, 
where it was fairly common. First seen on the morning of 1st from the hotel balcony in Puerto de la 
Cruz, and seen every day while on the island. 

 

Common Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita collybita) – One was in trees in the Barranco de la Torre 
south of Salinas del Carmen, Fuerteventura on 10th, with 2 more birds around a fish pond at the 
entrance of the Oasis Park Zoo at La Lajita, Fuerteventura on 11th. 

Eurasian Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla heineken)  – 3 birds were seen in trees south of Betancuria, 
Fuerteventura on 8th. 

 



Sardinian Warbler (Curruca melanocephala leucogastra)  – First seen in scrub by Ruiz Gorge, 
Tenerife on 1st, with another there on 2nd, 2 were feeding on apples at Erjos Pools, Tenerife on 5th, 
and one was in scrub on waste land near our hotel in Puerto de la Cruz, Tenerife on 7th. Also fairly 
common on Fuerteventura with sightings at a number of sites on 8th, one in the Barranco de la Torre 
south of Salinas del Carmen, Fuerteventura on 10th and another in scrub at Morro Jable, 
Fuerteventura on 11th. 

 

Spectacled Warbler (Curruca conspicillata orbitalis)  – Only seen on Fuerteventura, where it was 
fairly common in suitable habitat. Seen on most days. 

 



Goldcrest (Canary Islands Kinglet) (Regulus regulus teneriffae)  – 2 of this distinctive subspecies 
were in the Laurel forest along the track from Las Portelas, Tenerife on 2nd, with another seen in the 
picnic spot at Las Lajas on Tenerife on 3rd, and another couple along the track in the forest at 
Chanajiga recreation area, Tenerife on 4th. 

Common Starling (Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris)  – A small flock near the Golf del Sur golf course in 
Santa Cruz de Tenerife were the only ones seen on Tenerife. A couple were around the goat 
enclosure at Tindaya, Fuerteventura on 9th and 12th, with others seen around Morro Jable, 
Fuerteventura on 11th. 

 

Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos clarkei)  – 2 were seen in the Las Peñitas Valley, Fuerteventura on 
8th, with another around the derelict Stella Canaris Zoo in Morro Jable, Fuerteventura on 11th. 



 

(Canarian) Common Blackbird (Turdus merula cabrerae)  – Only seen on Tenerife where it was 
fairly common and seen every day while on the island. 

 

Ring Ouzel (Turdus torquatus torquatus) – A female was seen briefly in a village just to the south of 
Betancuria, Fuerteventura on 8th. 



 

(Tenerife) European Robin (Erithacus rubecula superbus) – First seen in the Laurel forest along the 
track from Las Portelas, Tenerife on 2nd, with one by the car park at the Chanajiga recreation area, 
Tenerife on 4th, and another at Erjos track, Tenerife on 5th. 

 

European Robin (Erithacus rubecula rubecula) – One was seen in a village just to the south of 
Betancuria, Fuerteventura on 8th. 

Canary Islands Stonechat (Saxicola dacotiae dacotiae) [E] – Endemic to Fuerteventura and off 
shore islands. First seen in at the western end of the Barranco de Río Cabras on 8th with a pair there. 
A female was seen in the Las Peñitas Valley also on 8th, with a male in a barranco on Tindaya Palin 
on 9th, a female at Barranco de la Torre, south of Salinas del Carmen on 10th, a female by the track to 
Cofete and another female around the Casa Winter both on 11th. 



 

Spanish Sparrow (Passer hispaniolensis hispaniolensis)  – Only seen in the south of Tenerife with 
birds seen around Golf del Sur and Amarilla golf courses in Santa Cruz de Tenerife on 5th. Very 
common on Fuerteventura and seen every day in a variety of habitats. 

 

Grey Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea cinerea)  – One around the Zona Recreativa Barranco de Ruiz, 
Tenerife on 1st was the first seen, with another seen by a water tank on the hillside on the way down 
from Teide National Park, Tenerife on 3rd, one on each of the golf courses at Santa Cruz de Tenerife 
on 5th, and one in the Barranco de Río Cabras, Tenerife on 8th. 



 

White Wagtail (Motacilla alba alba)  – One on the Amarilla golf courses in Santa Cruz de Tenerife on 
5th was the first seen, with others seen in El Cotillo, Fuerteventura on 9th, by a small pool in a village 
south of La Calabaza, Fuerteventura on 11th and around the goat enclosures south of Embalse de los 
Molinos, Fuerteventura on 13th. 

 

Berthelot’s Pipit (Anthus berthelotii berthelotii) – First seen in the Teide National Park, Tenerife on 
3rd, with another seen at Golf del Sur in Santa Cruz de Tenerife on 5th. Very common on 
Fuerteventura and seen in most open habits on most days. 



 

(Central Canary Islands) Common Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs canariensis) – First seen in 
roadside scrub above Ruiz Gorge, Tenerife on 1st, and seen at several other sites on Tenerife on 2nd, 
4th, 5th and 6th. Only encountered on Fuerteventura along the Barranco de la Torre, south of Salinas 
del Carmen on 10th. 

 

Tenerife Blue Chaffinch (Fringilla teydea) [E] – Endemic to Tenerife, the only sighting was of 7 birds 
around the picnic spot at Las Lajas on Tenerife on 3rd. 



 

Trumpeter Finch (Bucanetes githagineus amantum) – Only encountered on Fuerteventura with the 
first sighting being c.50 birds around the goat enclosures in Tindaya on 9th. Others were seen along 
the cycle track north of Castillo Caleta de Fuste on 10th, with more seen around the goat enclosures in 
Tindaya on 12th, 3 or 4 birds along the track alongside Embalse de los Molinos on 12th and a couple 
of birds by the track on Tindaya Plain also on 12th. 

  

(Eastern Canary Islands) Common Linnet (Linaria cannabina harterti) – One was in Tindaya, 
Fuerteventura on 12th. 



 

Atlantic Canary (Serinus canaria) – Very common on Tenerife and seen every day. Only seen in 
trees south of Betancuria on Fuerteventura on 8th. 

 

 

 

 

 



Mammals 

Barbary Ground Squirrel (Atlantoxerus getulus) – Only seen on Fuerteventura, and first seen at 
Mirador de Guise y Ayose on 8th. Fairly common thereafter in rocky environments and seen most 
days on the island. 
 

 
 
European Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus) – One sat by the roadside in the dark while travelling to 
Tindaya Plain, Fuerteventura on 12th was the only one seen. 
 
 
 



    

 



 

 



 

  


