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Tour Summary 

This trip report is of two Rockjumper International Birding Adventures tours to the Philippines – one Endangered 
Endemics trip to Luzon, Mindanao and Palawan, and an extension to the Visayas, visiting Cebu, Negros, and 
Bohol. There were eight clients on each trip. 
 
Overall, the Philippines was dealing with a long (El Niño) dry spell, and bird activity was low. In addition, the 
breeding cycle appeared to be the nesting stage, as several active nests were observed. This also seemed to 
affect responsiveness. One nice result of the weather was that we only had to deal with rain for a couple of hours 
during the entire month! 
 
Some of the highlights of the 331 species observed were 18-night birds, 17 diurnal raptors, 17 pigeons and doves, 
15 herons, 15 cuckoos, 11 kingfishers, seven hornbills, and three pittas! 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tour in Detail 

 
The first day of the main tour started with a drive to the north, with a stop for Philippine Swamphen along the 
way. We got several other interesting birds, including nine herons, our first Blue-tailed Bee-eaters, and Golden-
bellied Gerygone. (The La Mesa Eco Park was closed for administrative reasons.) Closer to Banaue we stopped 
at a good site for the (Northern) Indigo-banded Kingfisher. 
 
From the town of Banaue we visited Mount Polis for some montane birding. Highlights of the area included 
Philippine Bush warbler, which was abundant by song, a Scale-feathered Malkoha in a cabbage field, Chestnut-
faced Babbler, Negros Leaf Warbler, Warbling White-eye, and Metallic-winged (Luzon) Sunbirds. The skulky 
Long-tailed and Benguet Bush Warblers finally gave themselves up, with the Long-tailed eventually singing out 
in the open. 
 
Exploring a side road, we had good looks at Green-backed Whistler, Blue-headed Fantail, Negros Leaf Warbler, 
Warbling White-eye, and Mountain 
Tailorbird. Overhead, we had good views 
of several raptors and Violet Needletail 
swifts. 
 
Our second destination of the tour was 
Subic Bay. Since the departure of the U.S. 
Navy, this has been one of the premier 
lowland forest birding areas in Luzon. Even 
around our hotel, we had some quality 
birds, including nesting Blue-naped 
Parrots, Luzon Flameback, Blackish 
Cuckooshrike, a huge colony of Rufous-
crowned Bee-eaters, and a Luzon 
Boobook. 
 
A bit farther afield near the Nabasan Trail, 
we had some good birds, including the 
Northern Sooty Woodpecker. Green Metallic-winged Sunbird by Peter Kaestner 
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Rackettail, and Luzon Hornbill. Sadly, several very vocal 
White-browed Shamas did not venture out into the open, 
but a Chocolate Boobook showed well on telephone wire at 
night. 
 
Our long drive to Infanta Road was punctuated with a stop 
at the Angono Petroglyphs park for Philippine Eagle-Owl, 
where a day roosting family with big juvenile had been on 
tap. 
 
Birding at the Infanta Road was challenging, but we 
managed many of the target species including Flaming 
Sunbird, White-browed Shama, Yellowish White-eye, Gray-
backed Tailorbird, White-bellied (Buzzing) Flowerpecker, 
and stunning views of Philippine Fairy Bluebird. Luzon Scops 
Owl and Spotted (Wood) Kingfisher were only heard. 
 
The next day was mostly for travel, including a drive back to 
Manila and a flight to Davao, Mindanao. One there we 
drove to Eden Park, a resort in the hills near Mount Apo, 
where we quickly found the local Cryptic Flycatcher. The 
next morning, we found a long-wintering Japanese Night 
Heron, a pair of Whiskered Flowerpeckers, and some fly-by 

Mindanao Rackettails before traveling to Mount Kitanglad. 
 
The renowned Del Monte Lodge was great, as usual. The signature bird of this area is the Philippine (Monkey-
eating) Eagle, which we found rather quickly on arrival 
at the viewing site. After scoping a distant sitting bird, 
two flying eagles gave us superb views as they etched 
lazy circles in the sky. Other targets here that we saw 
included Bukidnon Woodcock, Philippine Frogmouth, 
Apo Sunbird and Myna, Buff-spotted Flameback, Blue-
capped Kingfisher, the skulking Philippine Shortwing 
and Striated Wren-Babbler, Olive-capped 
Flowerpecker, and the stunning Black-and cinnamon 
Fantail. One of the most amazing sightings was of a 
flock of six beautiful Red-eared Parrotfinches that fed 
in the trail directly in front of us for some 20 minutes! 
 
Our next destination was the famous PICOP forest near 
the eastern Mindanao. We did, however, eventually 
get most of the birds we needed, including Australasian 
Grass Owl, Rufous and Mindanao Hornbills, Mindanao 
Bleeding Heart, Pink-bellied Imperial Pigeon, Philippine 
Trogon, Southern Silvery Kingfisher, Azure-breasted 
Pitta, Mindanao Blue Fantail, White-browed Tailorbird, 
and Yellow-wattled Bulbul. There, we finally caught up 
with the Giant Scops Owl, which had tantalized us 
vocally several times before. 

Mindanao Hornbill by Arden Anderson 

Palawan Fairy-bluebird by Koren Mitchell 
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On our way back to Davao for flight to Manila, 
we had a great morning at the Lina’s Sunbird 
area with Pete Simpson. Though we only 
heard the Bagobo Robin, two shortwings, and 
Mindanao Brown Dove, we saw Lina’s 
Sunbird, a spectacular, Yellow-breasted Fruit 
Dove, and lots of Mindanao White-eyes. Also, 
we had walk-away looks at the probable-split 
Long-tailed Bush Warbler. 
 
The last destination of the main tour was 
Palawan, an endemic paradise in a country 
full of endemic species. We focused on two 
areas, the Irawan Eco Park, and the Napsan 
Road. All in all, we recorded all possible 
endemics in two days. At Irawan, the star of 
show was a Palawan Flycatcher that 
beautifully posed for photos. We also had 
great views of the skulky Ashy-headed 
Babbler, Grey-throated Bulbul, White-vented 
Shama, Palawan Flowerpecker, and Palawan 

Tit. A couple of pittas, Western Hooded and Philippine, also entertained us at Irawan.  
 
The Napsan Road was also productive, with easy birding and lots of target species cooperating. Some of the 
highlights included a group of vociferous Great Slaty Woodpeckers, a pair of Spot-throated Flamebacks, several 
Blue-crowned Rackettails, Palawan Hornbill, Blue Paradise 
Flycatcher, Falcated Wren-Babbler, Sulphur-bellied Bulbul, 
Ashy-fronted Bulbul, Palawan Crow, Palawan Drongo, 
Lovely Sunbird, Pale (Palawan) Spiderhunter, Palawan 
Fairy-Bluebird, and Yellow-throated Leafbird. 
 
Palawan night birds were a bit more of a challenge, though 
we eventually got views of both the endemic scops owl 
and frogmouth and Large-tailed Nightjar. The Mantanani 
Scops Owl, on the other hand, did perform nicely on its tiny 
island habitat. I’ll put the Philippine Cockatoo in the night 
bird category, as we found it twice at a roost. 
 
The main tour ended with 301 species, and four of the 
clients left and were replaced by four others, including two 
of my brothers! 
 
The first destination of the extension was Cebu, a densely 
populated island in the centre of the archipelago. The first 
afternoon/evening we got a very responsive Cebu 
Boobook and a bonus Black Shama. 
 

Palawan Flowerpecker by Paul Fenwick 

Mantanani Scops Owl by Arden Anderson 
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The next morning, we returned and 
saw all four target-species, Cebu 
Shama, Streak-breasted Bulbul, 
Mangrove Blue Flycatcher, and (Cebu) 
White-vented Whistler, and a suite of 
more widespread birds. Among them 
we saw the Philippine Magpie Robin, 
Magnificent Sunbird, Red-keeled 
Flowerpecker, and Philippine Hanging 
Parrot. 
 
Our next stop was Negros Island, 
where we flew to Bacolod in the 
northwest. Our first day at Gahawon 
Eco Park started with a rare Negros 
Jungle Flycatcher, and continued with 
Visayan Fantail, Visayan Bulbul, Black-
belted Flowerpecker, Citrine Canary-
Flycatcher, and a beautiful white-
bellied race of Balicassiao. At the end 

of the day our sharp-eyed local guides found a (Southern) Indigo-banded Kingfisher. 
 
Our second morning we headed to Kanla-on Park, an hour SE of Bacolod. We found the Visayan Shama easily, 
and after a long hike up a difficult trail we finally saw a Flame-templed Babbler. On the way south, to 
Dumaguete, we stopped at some ponds, where we found ten Philippine Ducks. 
 
On arriving at Dumaguete, we headed to a stakeout for the Negros Scops Owl, which cooperated well, and a 
Luzon Boobook, which only vocalized. As a consolation, we did see a roosting Spotted (wood) Kingfisher. 
 
The next morning, we started the day at a surreal 
geothermal electricity generating station that 
allowed access to forest over 4200’ (1300m). We 
saw some goodies, including Sulphur-billed 
Nuthatch, Vasayan Tailorbird, and the odd Coleto. 
 
We moved on to the Balinsasayao Twin Lakes 
National Park, where the pleasant viewing platform 
from the park’s restaurant was a delightful place to 
observe and photograph birds. Some of the birds 
that graced the restaurant’s environs included the 
Maroon-naped and Magnificent Sunbirds, Orange-
bellied Flowerpecker, Philippine Spinetail (swift), 
and Elegant Tit. 
 
Later that evening, we saw a Luzon Boobook and 
heard the Negros Scops Owl and a Philippine 
Nightjar. 
 

Stripe-breasted Rhabdornis by Koren Mitchell 

Negros Scops Owl by Arden Anderson 
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Our next morning featured a boat trip on one 
of the twin lakes, where we saw several flocks 
of White-winged Cuckooshrikes, White-
bellied Woodpecker, a nice Pinsker’s Hawk 
Eagle, Philippine Honey Buzzard, and 
Philippine Serpent Eagle.  
 
After arriving in Bohol, we went directly to the 
Raja Sikatuna Protected Area, where we saw 
an Everett’s Scops Owl on a day roost. 
 
The next day was superb, with Visayan 
Broadbill, Philippine Trogon, Azure-breasted 
Pitta, Northern Silvery and Ruddy Kingfishers, 
and Visayan Blue Fantail, all cooperating. It 
took some effort to find daytime Philippine 
Frogmouths, but our eagle-eyed local guides 
found a roosting bird and an even more eagle-
eyed client (George) found a nearby bird on a 
nest! 
 
Two great trips with excellent birds and good 

times! 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Annotated List of species recorded 

 

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report: https://ebird.org/tripreport/211529 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Northern Silvery Kingfisher by Arden Anderson 
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