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Tour Summary 

The Cape Peninsula is renowned for its rich Fynbos floral kingdom and striking mountains and coastal 
landscapes. The West Coast is famous for its seasonal wildflower displays, which transform the terrain into vast, 
colourful carpets of daisies, ground orchids, gladioli, geraniums, and irises. The journey proceeded northwards 
toward the renowned Augrabies National Park. En route, key natural and ecological sites were explored, 
including South Africa’s most prominent gannet colony and several significant birding locations within the Karoo. 
Further highlights included the remarkable wildflower displays of Nieuwoudtville - recognized as the bulb capital 
of South Africa—and the distinctive, rugged terrain of Namaqualand. The expedition concluded with an 
exploration of the remote and arid landscapes of Bushmanland. 
 
Continue reading to find out more about all the amazing wildflowers, birds and mammals we encountered on 
this tour… 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                            Tour in Detail 

Cape Town served as an ideal starting point for our tour. Exploratory walks conducted at Kirstenbosch and Harold 

Porter Botanical Gardens, were complemented by comprehensive drives around the Cape Peninsula. These 

activities provided valuable opportunities for the observation of a wide range of plant and animal species. 

Notable floral species included the King Protea (Protea cynaroides), Pincushion Proteas (Leucospermum spp.), 

Sugarbush Proteas (Protea spp.), Ericas (Erica spp.), and Watsonias (Watsonia spp.) 

Bird diversity within the region was noteworthy. Key species recorded were Cape Sugarbird, Orange-breasted 

Sunbird, Southern Double-collared Sunbird, Malachite Sunbird, Forest Canary, Brown-backed Honeybird, 

Rameron Pigeon, Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk, Cape Rockjumper, Victorin’s Warbler, Cape Siskin, Streaky-

headed Seedeater, Swee Waxbill, and Cape Grassbird.  

Sugarbush ssp. with Green Protea Chaffer 
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Mammals weren’t plentiful around the Cape, but a large herd of Common Eland, Bontebok, Chacma Baboons 

and Rock Hyrax were specials. Velddrif‘s Kliphoek Salt Works featured its famous, Red-necked Phalarope, along 

with the best views of Chestnut-banded and Kittlitz’s Plovers, Pied Avocet, and Curlew Sandpiper. 

The West Coast National Park presented a striking mosaic of wildflowers across its Strandveld habitat. The vivid 

colours of the floral displays, set against the backdrop of the lagoon, created an astonishing natural spectacle! 

The diversity of birdlife further enhanced the experience, contributing an additional level of interest and 

excitement. 

Prominent floral species observed included Blue Afrikaner (Gladiolus spp.), Baboon Flower, Flat African Daisy, 

Great Tulip, Chincherinchee, Weedy Monksweed, and Common Butterflylily. Birds recorded included Verreaux’s 

Eagle, Black Harrier, Southern Black Korhaan, Grey-winged Francolin, Bokmakierie, Karoo Scrub Robin, Blue 

Crane, Spotted Thick-knee, Namaqua Dove, Large-billed Lark, Greater and Lesser Flamingos, Bar-throated Apalis, 

and Pearl-breasted Swallow. 

Enroute to the Tankwa Karoo, we stopped at Lamberts’s Bay Bird Island Nature Reserve. Here thousands of Cape 

Gannets entertained with their antics! Other species in attendance were White-fronted Plover, African 

Oystercatcher, Crowned & Cape Cormorants.  

The Karoo was fascinating!  Although the earlier rains had caused us to miss the peak of its flowering season, 

we still discovered immaculate plant species, including Purple Kalkoentjie, Common Partridge Aloe, Pegleg 

Butterbush, Desert Rose, Karoo African Daisy, and Kraal Aloe along the long R22 road (between Ceres and 

Calvinia). The greater Ceres area also surprised us with exceptional bird sightings, including Protea Canary, Karoo 

Korhaan, Pale Chanting Goshawk, Karoo Lark, Yellow-bellied Eremomela, Namaqua Warbler, Pririt Batis, Fairy 

Flycatcher, Booted Eagle, and Rufous-eared Warbler. 

Large-billed Lark & Langebaan Lagoon 
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North of Calvinia, the warmer conditions improved detectability and overall bird activity. Key species recorded 

here were, South African Shelduck, Namaqua Sandgrouse, Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark, and Greater Kestrel. 

Several lark species were also observed, comprising Spike-heeled, Sabota, Karoo Long-billed, and Red Lark. 

Additional records included Karoo Eremomela, Nicholson’s Pipit, and Black-headed Canary. Roadside wetlands 

supported substantial numbers of waterfowl, with observations of Greater and Lesser Flamingos, Little Stint, 

African Spoonbill, Ruff, Marsh Sandpiper, and Cape Shoveler. 

 

A walk through Akkerendam Nature Reserve revealed an extraordinary diversity of flora. Species observed 

included Smooth Catnails, Whirlwind Tamarak, Karoo Violet, White Cup-and-saucer, and Brown-tongue Lily, to 

name a few. 

Nieuwoudtville was unforgettable — not only for its breathtaking wildflowers, but also for the warmth and 

hospitality of the people at Nedersetting and on the surrounding farms. The landscape itself felt otherworldly, 

a mixture of textures and colours that seemed to shift with every turn. 

Among the floral treasures we encountered were the Purple Corn-lily, Blue Pride-of-Nieuwoudtville, Elegant 

Silklily, Longmane Lionface, Wild Ghaap, Small Pink Satyre, Harlequin Flower, Sheathing Spiderlily, and the 

delightfully named Namaqua Bentflower Bobbejanntjie! 

Complementing this floral abundance was a rich birdlife, with sightings of Ludwig’s Bustard, Layard’s Warbler, 

Pale-winged Starling, Cape Penduline Tit, Grey Tit, White-throated Canary, Black Sparrowhawk, and a surprising 

view of a White Stork! An additional highlight was observing a pair of Bat-eared Foxes feeding and swiftly 

retreating at dusk, a memorable and captivating encounter that contributed to the area’s exceptional array of 

rarer wildlife sightings! 

Common Butterflylily Grey-winged Francolin 
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Cape Gannet Colony Protea Canary 

Quiver-tree Forest, Nieuwoudtville 
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Ludwig's Bustard 

Harlequin Flower 
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Heading further north to Springbok, we made two stops at Knersvlakte and Namaqua National Parks. 

Knersvlakte proved to be a haven for stone plants, offering the opportunity to explore and discover these 

astonishing succulents thriving among the quartz pebble fields. Notable species found, included, Finger 

Argyroderma, Fingerfig, Mini Buttons, Babybottom Silverstone, Buddha’s Temple, and Copper Fingerfig, each 

contributing to the area’s extraordinary botanical diversity. 

 

Exploring Knersvlakte Nature Reserve 

Babybottom Silverstone Copper Fingerfig 
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At Namaqua National Park, while a few flowers were still in bloom in certain areas, the standout encounters 

were of wildlife. A family of Meerkats crossing the road with their young was particularly striking, while a Jackal 

Buzzard carrying a Rock Hyrax in its talons offered a dramatic reminder of the park’s predator-prey dynamics! 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Springbok’s Goegap Nature Reserve proved to be an excellent location for observing wildlife, particularly 

the Cinnamon-breasted Warbler, which was seen feeding and moving among the granite boulders. The Quiver 

Trees added an iconic and dramatic feature to the rugged landscape, enhancing the reserve’s striking and 

impressive scenery. 

The drive from Springbok to Augrabies Falls National Park was a long one, with a few stops along the way and 

some dirt-track detours in search of target birds. A waterpoint near Aggeneys proved excellent for spotting Lark-

like Bunting, Sociable Weaver, Namaqua Dove, Northern Black Korhaan, Scaly Weaver, Fawn-coloured Lark, Chat 

Flycatcher, and Red-headed Finch. While scanning the powerlines and poles along the road for Pygmy Falcon, 

we eventually stopped at a large Sociable Weaver nest. There, perched high in a Camel Thorn tree beside the 

nest, we finally spotted our elusive target! 

A two-day visit to Augrabies Falls National Park yielded great bird and mammal sightings. Bird species observed 

included Goliath Heron, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Ashy Tit, Orange River White-eye, Karoo Thrush, African Black 

Duck, Dusky Sunbird, and Black Stork. Mammals here included Mountain Zebra, Red Hartebeest and 

Klipspringer.  The Augrabies (Broadley’s) Flat Lizards were particularly attractive, moving gracefully along the 

granite rock faces. 

En route to Upington Airport for our departures, a brief stop in Keimoes allowed us to spot a couple of Rosy-

faced Lovebirds and a Slender Mongoose, providing a memorable final sighting to conclude our tour. 

 

 

 

Meerkat 
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Augrabies Falls NP/Orange River Augrabies (Broadley’s) Flat Lizard 
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Annotated List of species recorded 

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report: https://ebird.org/tripreport/402317 
 

238 species observed 

5 species - heard only  

 
Top 10 Wildflowers: 
 

1. Sheathing Spiderlily (Ferraria variabilis) 
2. Blue Pride-of-Nieuwoudtville (Geissorhiza splendidissima) 
3. Elegant Silklily (Sparaxis elegans) 
4. Weedy Monkshood (Pterygodium orobanchoides) 
5. Brown-tongue Lily (Ornithoglossum vulgare) 
6. Blue Uintjie (Moraea tripetala) 
7. Wild Gaap (Hoodia gordonii) 
8. Harlequin Flower (Sparaxis tricolor) 
9. Copper Fingerfig (Malephora purpureocrocea) 
10. Babybottom Silverstone (Argyroderma delaetii) 

 
Top 10 Birds: 
 

1. Cape Rockjumper 
2. Cape Clapper Lark 
3. Cape Gennet 
4. Secretarybird 
5. Fairy Flycatcher 
6. Ludwig’s Bustard 
7. White Stork 
8. Pygmy Falcon 
9. Swallow-tailed Bee-eater 
10. Rosy-faced Lovebird 

 
Top 5 Mammal Sightings: 
 

1. Common Eland – Cape Point, Cape of Good Hope 
2. Caracal – West Coast National Park 
3. South African Ground Squirrel – Brandvlei 
4. Meerkat – Skilpad/Namaqua National Park 
5. Mountain Zebra  – Augrabies Falls National Park 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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