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Ejyptian Vultures Flying Over Algender Gorge 

Introduction 

This was our first visit to Cala Galdana since spring 2018 (see cloudbirders report) and was for us a 

walking, wildlife and culture holiday, this was the end of the tourist season and things shut down in 

the resort on our last day. It must be stressed that for a pure birding holiday then spring would see 

far more migrants about than October! 

Our holiday was booked with Jet2.com and was very good value, two weeks half board at the Cala 

Galdana hotel including flights from Bristol and transfers came to £575 each. The hotel was good, 

with a good choice of food and not too expensive drinks, for example two glasses of wine and a beer 

came to around 11 euros. If staying at this hotel I would recommend a room at the rear of the hotel 

as the rooms at the front are full sun with no balcony 

We had one day of heavy rain and the temperature varied between 20 and 24 degrees C. Cala 

Galdana is a small quiet resort with a nice beach and a good selection of walks from the hotel and the 

bus stop is directly opposite the hotel for buses to Mahon and Citadella.  

 



View from Hotel Bacony 

From our room the wildlife was visible on the wall opposite, pictured below. 

 

 

This Moorish Gecko was seen just once walking across the wall opposite 

 

Sardinian Warbler in bushes behind the hotel from our room 

 



 

Chiffchaff, both the birds above have been positively identified. 

Other birds seen here were Common Sparrow, Blackbird, Wood Pigeon, Robin and Collard Dove 

The river and marshes in Cala Galdana 

Cross the road bridge nearly opposite the hotel there is a short walk to the left along the riverbank 

and here we saw Grey Heron, Purple Heron, Little Egret, Moorhen, Cormorant, Mallard and Yellow-

legged Gull. 

 

Juvenile Cormorant 

 

Grey Heron 



Walking left out of the hotel and before you get to the Algender Gorge entrance gate/wall this Fan-

tailed Warbler was seen along with a flock of Stock Doves and a Kingfisher. 

 

Fan-tailed Warbler 

 

Stock Doves 

The Algender Gorge 

To enter the gorge use the public entrance over a high wall to the right of the locked gate, which has 

“private” on the front, in about 200 metres the path splits, to the right is the gorge walk and the 

uphill path to the left takes you into woods and farmland where a flyover Red Footed Falcon was 

seen. Note-you can only see the entrance to the gorge when right by the gate! 



 

Migrant Hawker 

This Migrant Hawker dragonfly was only found in the small reedy flowing streams in the gorge. On 

our first full day in the resort we walked to the end of the gorge and saw an amazing number of 

Booted Eagles and Egyptian Vultures rising up and exiting the gorge, a minimum of 30 of each species 

and probably many more. The second late afternoon I was walking near the entrance and there were 

four Eagles that came up from the surrounding woods and for fifteen minutes gave an amazing 

display of flying, they were not hunting but appeared to be just enjoying themselves, I have put some 

of the pictures of both days below along with some dragonflies and lizards seen in the gorge. 

 



 

 

Griffon Vultures 

 



 

Booted Eagles display flying 

 

Western Willow Spreadwing Damselfly 

  

Mating Common Darter 



 

Moroccan Wall Lizard on a wall along the gorge 

 

Lilford`s Wall Lizard 

 

Keeled Skimmer Dragonfly 



 

Red-veined Darter 

 

Whilst walking along the gorge the large Egyptian Grasshopper on the left was pounced on by the 

smaller insect on the right, the larger insect now appears dead, I have no idea what`s going on here! 

Other birds seen in the gorge include Raven, Hoopoe, Blackcap, Chaffinch, Kestrel, House Sparrow, 

Stonechat, Starling, Wood Pigeon,  Spotted Flycatcher (very late), and a Cetti`s Warbler was heard. 



 

This Parasitic wasp (Sceliphron spiflex) was seen by a puddle at the entrance to the gorge. 

La Mola visit 

On one day we took the bus into Mahon and got a taxi to La Mola fort which is the historical site of a 

massive nineteenth century fort which is really interesting in its own right but also is quite good for 

birds. Seen here were Blue Rock Thrush, Thekla Lark, Booted Eagle, Red Kite and Egyptian Vulture.

 

Thekla Lark 



New Butterfly Walk 

This new very pleasant walk we found by accident was very good for butterflies as you can see below, 

to get there take the beach walk on the left when walking from the Hotel Cala Galdana, on reaching a 

large hotel take the steps up from the toilet block before you get to the hotel (a Firecrest was seen in 

the woods on the way up). When you get to the top go srait across the road and access the walk by 

climbing over the wall at the end of the car park opposite. After about fifteen minutes you will come 

to a T-junction on the path by a wall, turn left here and keep your eyes peeled for the Pasha`s 

featured below.  

 

 

 



 

 

Two-tailed Pashsa shown actual size (9cm wingspan) with a picture of it`s foodplant, a Strawberry 

Tree, where it was most commonly seen. 

       

                                   Cleopatra                                                                  Speckled Wood 

 

       

                                  Small Copper                                                           Large Wall Brown 



 

 

       

                             Clouded Yellow                                                      Lang`s Short-tailed Blue 

 

      

                                 Common Blue                                                      Hummingbird Hawk Moth 

 

Butterflies seen and not pictured above were-Painted Lady, Red Admiral, Large White and Small 

White. 

 

Boat Trip from Mahon Harbour 

On this one hour boat trip around the harbour it was too windy to go out beyond the harbour 

entrance so not many birds were seen on this occasion but everybody on the boat gasped when the 

boat came close to land and more than fifty Cattle Egrets flew up from the bank in front of the boat, 

a picture of a few shown below. 

 



 

Little Egrets 

 

This Yellow- Legged Gull was seen on Cala Galdana beach 

Summary 

My wife and I both enjoyed this holiday on many fronts and will definitely be booking up again. The 

weather was not too hot at this time of the year and there is still enough wildlife to see for those that 

seek it. Many thanks to Mike King who helped me with some id`s, Mike hosts the 

www.theglosterbirder.co.uk website which is one of the best in the country, have a look for yourself 

if you are coming this way. 



Bird Species List 

Red Footed Falcon                                                    Wood Pigeon 

Rock Dove                                                                   Kingfisher 

Blackbird                                                                     Blue Rock Thrush  

Robin                                                                            Thekla Lark 

Firecrest                                                                       Spotted Flycatcher 

Sardinian Warbler                                                       Raven 

Cett`s Warbler                                                             Total Species=35 

Fan-tailed Warbler 

Stonechat  

Blackcap 

Chiffchaff 

Red Kite 

Booted Eagle 

Egyptian Vulture 

Kestrel 

Peregrine 

Cattle Egret 

Little Egret 

Purple Heron  

Grey Heron 

Mallard 

Moorhen 

Yellow-Legged Gull 

Hoopoe 

House Sparrow 

Chaffinch 

Starling 

Coollard Dove 


