
 

 

Birding Tour Report of South, West Sikkim and Darjeeling Hills – March 2023 

 

Destination Covered  

❖ Sikkim :Kewzing , Surrounding forest of Kewzing ,Ravangla , Mt.Tendong, Maenam WLS ,Okhrey –

Hillay , Barsay Rhododendron Sanctuary , Kitam Bird Sanctuary. 

❖ Darjeeling Hills: Latpancher , Senchel WLS, Shiva-Khola,Nurbong Tea Estate , Rongtong and 

Siliguri.    

Dates: 25th March 2023 to 2nd April 2023  

No of Nights and Days: 8 nights /9 Days  

Places of Stay:  

❖ Kewzing : Bonfarmhouse 

❖ Okhrey: Khel-Khor Homestay 

❖ Latpancher : Kharka Homestay  

Tour Participants  

❖ Ted Brukett : Abu Dhabi, UAE 

❖ Desmond Lobo : Abu Dhabi, UAE  

Bird Guides: Urgen Tamang  &Chewang Bonpo  

Highlight Species of the Tour 

• Satyr Tragopan  (Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary) 

• Fire-tailed Myzornis (Mt.Tendong) 

• White-browed Bush Robin (Mt.Tendong) 

• Black-headed Shrike Babbler (Tinkitam Road) 

Satyr Tragopan, Barsey, Sikkim 



 

 

• Rufous necked Hornbill (Latpancher) 

• Hill Partridge (Senchel WLS, Tiger Hill ) 

• Jorden’s Baza (Nurbong Tea Estate) 

 

❖ Leopard Cat (Prionailurus bengalensis) basking on Warm Sun  

 

Total No of Bird Species seen on the tour = 212 Bird species on average 23 new species per day.  

Itinerary  

 

Day 1: 25th March 2023: Bagdogra – Kewzing (1700 meters)  

Day 2: 26th March 2023: Surrounding forest of Kewzing (1700 meters – 2000 Meters).  

Day 3: 27th March 2023: Kewzing- Mt.Tendong (2800 meters) 

Day 4: 28th March 2023: Tinkitam RF & Outskirts of Maenam WLS (2300 meters) 

Day 5: 29th March 2023: Kewzing- Okhrey (1700-2000 meters) 

Day 6: 3oth March 2023 Okhrey – Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary (2000 meters- 3000 meters)  

Day 7: 31st March 2023: Okhrey - Latpancher (2000 meters- 1000 meters)  

Day 8: 1st April 2023: Latpancher – Senchel WLS (2200 meters) 

Day 9: 2nd April 2023: Latpancher-Shiva-Khola – Rongtong – Siliguri - Airport drop 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

List of Bird Species for the Tour 

Serial. No Species Scientific name  Location  Remarks  

1 Hill Partridge Arborophila torqueola Tendong ,Tiger Hill Photographed  

2 Satyr Tragopan Tragopan satyra Barsey WLS  Photographed  

3 Kalij Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos Tendong ,Tiger Hill Seen 

4 Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus Rongtong Seen 

5 Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus Kitam Seen 

6 Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) Columba livia (Feral Pigeon) Ravangla,Kewzing  Seen 

7 Oriental Turtle-Dove Streptopelia orientalis Kewzing Seen 

8 Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto Siliguri Seen 

9 Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis Siliguri Seen 

10 Barred Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia unchall Rongtong Seen 

11 Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon Treron sphenurus Rongtong Seen 

12 Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus tristis Shiv-Khola  Photographed  

13 Large Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx sparverioides Kewzing Photographed  

14 Himalayan Cuckoo Cuculus saturatus Kewzing Photographed  

15 House Swift Apus nipalensis Latpancher  Photographed  

16 swift sp. Apodidae sp. Latpancher  Seen 

17 Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger Jorethang Seen 

18 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Jorethang Seen 

19 Little Egret Egretta garzetta Jorethang Seen 

20 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis Rongtong Seen 

21 Red-naped Ibis Pseudibis papillosa Siliguri Seen 

22 Jerdon's Baza Aviceda jerdoni Rongtong Seen 

23 Himalayan Griffon Gyps himalayensis Kewzing Seen 

24 Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela Kewzing Seen 



 

 

25 Mountain Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus nipalensis Kewzing Seen 

26 Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis Mt. Tendong  Seen 

27 Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis Okhreay Photographed  

28 Shikra Accipiter badius Rongtong Seen 

29 Black Kite Milvus migrans Siliguri Seen 

30 Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides Rongtong Photographed  

31 Collared Owlet Taenioptynx brodiei Kewzing Seen 

32 Brown Wood-Owl Strix leptogrammica Kewzing Photographed  

33 Red-headed Trogon Harpactes erythrocephalus Latpancher  Photographed  

34 Oriental Pied-Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris Kitam  Photographed  

35 Rufous-necked Hornbill Aceros nipalensis Latpancher  Photographed  

36 Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis Siliguri Seen 

37 White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis Siliguri Seen 

38 Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti Siliguri Seen 

39 Great Barbet Psilopogon virens Kewzing Seen 

40 Golden-throated Barbet Psilopogon franklinii Kewzing Seen 

41 Blue-throated Barbet Psilopogon asiaticus Kitam,Latpancher Seen 

42 Speckled Piculet Picumnus innominatus Kewzing Photographed  

43 White-browed Piculet Sasia ochracea Kewzing Seen 

44 Gray-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Yungipicus canicapillus Kewzing Seen 

45 Darjeeling Woodpecker Dendrocopos darjellensis Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

46 Crimson-breasted Woodpecker Dryobates cathpharius Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

47 Bay Woodpecker Blythipicus pyrrhotis Kewzing Seen 

48 Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus Latpancher  photographed  

49 Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus Kewzing Seen 

50 Gray-headed Woodpecker Picus canus Kewzing Seen 

51 Greater Yellownape Chrysophlegma flavinucha Kewzing Seen 

52 Long-tailed Broadbill Psarisomus dalhousiae Latpancher  Seen 

53 Short-billed Minivet Pericrocotus brevirostris Kewzing Photographed  



 

 

54 Long-tailed Minivet Pericrocotus ethologus Kewzing Seen 

55 Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus speciosus Kewzing Seen 

56 Black-headed Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius rufiventer Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

57 White-browed Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius aeralatus Kewzing Seen 

58 Black-eared Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius melanotis Mt. Tendong  Seen 

59 White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca Rongtong Seen 

60 Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii Kewzing Photographed  

61 Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus Latpancher  Seen 

62 White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis Kewzing Seen 

63 Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus Siliguri Seen 

64 Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus Kewzing Seen 

65 Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus Kewzing Seen 

66 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus Rongtong Seen 

67 Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach Kewzing Seen 

68 Gray-backed Shrike Lanius tephronotus Kewzing Seen 

69 Yellow-billed Blue-Magpie Urocissa flavirostris Damthang Seen 

70 Common Green-Magpie Cissa chinensis Kewzing Seen 

71 Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda Siliguri Seen 

72 Gray Treepie Dendrocitta formosae Kewzing Seen 

73 House Crow Corvus splendens Siliguri Seen 

74 Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos Okhreay Seen 

75 Yellow-bellied Fairy-Fantail Chelidorhynx hypoxanthus Kewzing Seen 

76 Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis Kewzing Seen 

77 Yellow-browed Tit Sylviparus modestus Mt. Tendong  Seen 

78 Sultan Tit Melanochlora sultanea Daremdin Photographed  

79 Coal Tit Periparus ater Barsey WLS  Photographed  

80 Green-backed Tit Parus monticolus Common  Photographed  

81 Yellow-cheeked Tit Machlolophus spilonotus Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

82 Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius Kewzing Seen 



 

 

83 Black-throated Prinia Prinia atrogularis Kewzing Photographed  

84 Russet Bush Warbler Locustella mandelli Okhreay Photographed  

85 Scaly-breasted Cupwing Pnoepyga albiventer Maenam WLS  Photographed  

86 Pygmy Cupwing Pnoepyga pusilla Kewzing,Okhrey Photographed  

87 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Kewzing Seen 

88 Nepal House-Martin Delichon nipalense Kewzing  Seen 

89 Black-crested Bulbul Rubigula flaviventris Rongtong Seen 

90 Striated Bulbul Pycnonotus striatus Mt. Tendong  Seen 

91 Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer Common  Seen 

92 Himalayan Bulbul Pycnonotus leucogenys Kewzing Seen 

93 Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus Common  Seen 

94 Mountain Bulbul Ixos mcclellandii Kewzing Seen 

95 Ashy-throated Warbler Phylloscopus maculipennis Mt. Tendong  Seen 

96 Buff-barred Warbler Phylloscopus pulcher Barsey WLS  Seen 

97 Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus Latpancher  photographed  

98 Lemon-rumped Warbler Phylloscopus chloronotus Latpancher  Seen 

99 Gray-cheeked Warbler Phylloscopus poliogenys Tinkitam Road  Photographed  

100 Whistler's Warbler Phylloscopus whistleri Tinkitam Road  Photographed  

101 Chestnut-crowned Warbler Phylloscopus castaniceps Tinkitam Road  Photographed  

102 Yellow-vented Warbler Phylloscopus cantator Jorethang Photographed  

103 Blyth's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus reguloides Common  Photographed  

104 Gray-hooded Warbler Phylloscopus xanthoschistos Common  Photographed  

105 Gray-bellied Tesia Tesia cyaniventer Tinkitam Road  Seen 

106 Gray-sided Bush Warbler Cettia brunnifrons Barsey WLS  Photographed  

107 Chestnut-headed Tesia Cettia castaneocoronata Kewzing Photographed  

108 Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris Latpancher  Photographed  

109 Black-faced Warbler Abroscopus schisticeps Tinkitam Road  Photographed  

110 Mountain Tailorbird Phyllergates cucullatus Kewzing Photographed  

111 Broad-billed Warbler Tickellia hodgsoni Mt. Tendong  Heard  



 

 

112 Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler Horornis fortipes Tinkitam Road  Photographed  

113 Hume's Bush Warbler Horornis brunnescens Barsey WLS  Photographed  

114 Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus Kewzing Photographed  

115 Black-browed Tit (Rufous-fronted) Aegithalos iouschistos iouschistos Barsey WLS  Seen 

116 Fire-tailed Myzornis Myzornis pyrrhoura Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

117 Golden-breasted Fulvetta Lioparus chrysotis Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

118 White-browed Fulvetta Fulvetta vinipectus Barsey WLS  Photographed  

119 Brown Parrotbill Cholornis unicolor Tiger Hill  Seen 

120 Black-throated Parrotbill Suthora nipalensis Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

121 Black-chinned Yuhina Yuhina nigrimenta Kewzing Photographed  

122 Whiskered Yuhina Yuhina flavicollis Kewzing Seen 

123 Stripe-throated Yuhina Yuhina gularis Barsey WLS  Seen 

124 Rufous-vented Yuhina Yuhina occipitalis Barsey WLS  Seen 

125 Indian White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus Latpancher  Seen 

126 Pin-striped Tit-Babbler Mixornis gularis Jorethang Photographed  

127 Golden Babbler Cyanoderma chrysaeum Tinkitam Road  Photographed  

128 Rufous-capped Babbler Cyanoderma ruficeps Tinkitam Road  Photographed  

129 Rufous-throated Wren-Babbler Spelaeornis caudatus Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

130 Slender-billed Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus superciliaris Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

131 Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus ruficollis Tengaymendang Photographed  

132 White-browed Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus schisticeps Latpancher  Seen 

133 Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler Erythrogenys erythrogenys Latpancher  Photographed  

134 Gray-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps Kewzing  Photographed  

135 Rufous-winged Fulvetta Schoeniparus castaneceps Mt. Tendong  Seen 

136 Nepal Fulvetta Alcippe nipalensis Kewzing Seen 

137 Striated Laughingthrush Grammatoptila striata Mt. Tendong  Seen 

138 Himalayan Cutia Cutia nipalensis Mt. Tendong  Seen 

139 Scaly Laughingthrush Trochalopteron subunicolor Namchi Road  Seen 

140 Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush Trochalopteron erythrocephalum Mt. Tendong  photographed  



 

 

141 Rufous Sibia Heterophasia capistrata Common  Seen 

142 Hoary-throated Barwing Actinodura nipalensis Mt. Tendong  photographed  

143 Blue-winged Minla Actinodura cyanouroptera Kewzing photographed  

144 Chestnut-tailed Minla Actinodura strigula Tinkitam Road  Seen 

145 Rusty-fronted Barwing Actinodura egertoni Mt. Tendong  Seen 

146 Red-billed Leiothrix Leiothrix lutea Common  Seen 

147 Red-tailed Minla Minla ignotincta Kewzing photographed  

148 Jungle Babbler Argya striata Latpancher  Seen 

149 White-crested Laughingthrush Garrulax leucolophus Kewzing Seen 

150 Spotted Laughingthrush Ianthocincla ocellata Barsey WLS  Photographed  

151 Rufous-necked Laughingthrush Pterorhinus ruficollis Latpancher  Photographed  

152 White-throated Laughingthrush Pterorhinus albogularis Kewzing Photographed  

153 Gray-sided Laughingthrush Pterorhinus caerulatus Tiger Hill  Photographed  

154 Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch Sitta cinnamoventris Latpancher  Seen 

155 White-tailed Nuthatch Sitta himalayensis Common  Photographed  

156 Sikkim Treecreeper Certhia discolor Kewzing Photographed  

157 Spotted Elachura Elachura formosa Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

158 Brown Dipper Cinclus pallasii On the way to Barsey Photographed  

159 Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa Jorethang Seen 

160 Indian Pied Starling Gracupica contra Siliguri Seen 

161 Chestnut-tailed Starling Sturnia malabarica Ravangla  Photographed  

162 Common Myna Acridotheres tristis Siliguri Seen 

163 Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus Siliguri Seen 

164 Gray-winged Blackbird Turdus boulboul Kewzing Seen 

165 Tickell's Thrush Turdus unicolor Kewzing Seen 

166 White-collared Blackbird Turdus albocinctus On the way to Damthang Photographed  

167 Black-throated Thrush Turdus atrogularis Okhrey Photographed  

168 Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis Siliguri Seen 

169 White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus Rongtong Seen 



 

 

170 White-gorgeted Flycatcher Anthipes monileger Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

171 Pale Blue Flycatcher Cyornis unicolor Kewzing Photographed  

172 Blue-throated Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides Kitam  Seen 

173 Large Niltava Niltava grandis Kewzing Seen 

174 Small Niltava Niltava macgrigoriae Kewzing Seen 

175 Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara Kewzing Seen 

176 Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus Kewzing Seen 

177 Lesser Shortwing Brachypteryx leucophris Tinkitam Road  Seen 

178 Blue Whistling-Thrush Myophonus caeruleus Kewzing Seen 

179 Spotted Forktail Enicurus maculatus Okhrey Seen 

180 Himalayan Bluetail Tarsiger rufilatus Okhrey Seen 

181 White-browed Bush-Robin Tarsiger indicus Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

182 Golden Bush-Robin Tarsiger chrysaeus Ravangla Photographed  

183 Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

184 Pygmy Flycatcher Ficedula hodgsoni Mt. Tendong  Photographed  

185 Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher Ficedula strophiata Mt. Tendong  Seen 

186 Sapphire Flycatcher Ficedula sapphira Latpancher  Seen 

187 Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni Kewzing Seen 

188 Ultramarine Flycatcher Ficedula superciliaris Latpancher  Photographed  

189 Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla Leela Mani Resturent,Suntalay Photographed  

190 Blue-fronted Redstart Phoenicurus frontalis Ravangla  Seen 

191 Plumbeous Redstart Phoenicurus fuliginosus Legship  Seen 

192 White-capped Redstart Phoenicurus leucocephalus Legship  Seen 

193 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros Buddha Park  Seen 

194 Chestnut-bellied Rock-Thrush Monticola rufiventris Tinkitam Road  Seen 

195 Blue-capped Rock-Thrush Monticola cinclorhyncha Kewzing  Seen 

196 Gray Bushchat Saxicola ferreus Okhrey Seen 

197 Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipectus Tinkitam Road  Photographed  

198 Fire-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga ignicauda Tengaymendang Seen 



 

 

199 Black-throated Sunbird Aethopyga saturata Kewzing Photographed  

200 Mrs. Gould's Sunbird Aethopyga gouldiae Kewzing Photographed  

201 Green-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga nipalensis Tinkitam Road ,Mt Tendong Photographed  

202 Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja Latpancher  Seen 

203 Streaked Spiderhunter Arachnothera magna Latpancher  Seen 

204 Orange-bellied Leafbird Chloropsis hardwickii Kewzing  Photographed  

205 House Sparrow Passer domesticus Latpancher  Seen 

206 Russet Sparrow Passer cinnamomeus Kewzing Photographed  

207 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus Ravangla  Seen 

208 Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni Okhrey Seen 

209 Scarlet Finch Carpodacus sipahi Maenam WLS  Seen 

210 Red-headed Bullfinch Pyrrhula erythrocephala Okhrey Photographed  

211 Gold-naped Finch Pyrrhoplectes epauletta On the way to Damthang Photographed  

212 Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla On the way to Shiv-khola Seen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Russet Bush Warbler (Okhrey) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hume’s Bush Warbler (Hillay) 

Gray- cheeked Warbler (Tingitam) Hill Partridge (Tiger Hill) 

Golden Bush Robin (Ravangla) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Black-headed Shrike Babbler, (Tingitam ) Gray-sided Laughingthrush,(Tiger Hill) 

Speckled Piculet (Kewzing) 
Himalayan Cuckoo (Kewzing) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black-throated Parrotbill,(Okrey) Golden breasted Fulvetta (Okhray) 

Fire-tailed Myzornis (Mt.Tendong) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Satyr Tragopan, Male, Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary, pix by Chewang Bonpo  



 

 

 

 

Leopard Cat, Tinkitam , Pic by Chewang Bonpo  


