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Himalayan Owl, Hilley, Sikkim 



About Sikkim 

Sikkim is one of the smallest Mountain state in North-East of India and popular 

destination now among tourist due to its Mountain (World 3rd Highest peak Mt. Kanchendzonga), 

Hills, Waterfalls, and virgin forest which harbours around 500 species of birds.   

 

Destination Covered: 

 South Sikkim (Kewzing, Maenam Wildlife Sanctuary, Tendong Forest),  

 West Sikkim (Okhrey, Hilley, Barsay Rhododendron Sanctuary).  

 Darjeeling District (Latpancher, Nurbong Tea estate, Shiv Khola) 

 

Tour Participants: Kalpalatha, Vijaylakhmi, Sumathy, Chris, Nithyananda and S.K Mitra  

A group tour was organized by sikkimbirdingtours and guided by Chewang R Bonpo& Urgen 

Tamang https://sikkimbirdingtours.com  

 

The tour program covered the forest surrounding Kewzing, Maenam, Tendong, Okhrey, 

Hilley, and Latpancher escape from the crowded and commercial Tourist Destination of Sikkim 

with wild, remote, and rich birdlife.  

The Tour covered 209 species + 4other taxa= 213 species of Birds  

Trip List of Birds @ https://ebird.org/tripreport/230380 all credit to Vijaylakshmi mam 

for keeping up with the checklist of the species in ebird.  

 

During the tour, we were lucky to watch, photograph, and appreciate some of the rare and 

enchanting birds of the eastern Himalayas to name a few star species for the tour as following 

  

 Hodgonson’s Hawk Cuckoo 

 Scarlet Finch 

 Himalayan Cutia  

 Spot-winged Grosbeak 

 Lesser Cuckoo 

  Himalayan Owl  

 Long-billed Thrush 

  Rufous-necked Hornbill  

 Jorden’s Baza 

 Black Baza  

https://sikkimbirdingtours.com/
https://ebird.org/tripreport/230380


Summary of the Tour 

The tour was booked with the coordination between Kalpalatha Mam(Joint-Commissioner, Income 

Tax Dept., Govt. of Karnataka) and myself in the month of March 2024 with various exchanges of Whats 

App messages, the initial itinerary of the tour was designed to cover North and East Sikkim but due to 

long hours of travel and on top of it, these destinations being crowded by Tourist in May, the team 

members agreed to stick to Kewzing for 4 nights, 2 nights in Okhrey and final 2 nights in Latpancher 

Village near Siliguri in Darjeeling District.  

  After three days of birding in the temperate forest of Maenam, Tendong, and Kewzing along with 

the sub-tropical forest of lower parts of Kewzing, We managed to see around 100+ species of birds to 

name a few like Himalayan Cutia, Scarlet Finch, Yellow-throated Fulvetta, Rufous-throated Wren 

Babbler, Black-throated Parrotbill, Slinder billed Scimitar Babbler, Spot-winged Grosbeak, Lesser Cuckoo, 

Hodgonson’s Hawk Cuckoo, Long-tailed Broadbill, and Blue-throated Flycatcher.  

During two days of birding in Okhrey, Hilley, and Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary in the mixed 

temperate and sub-alpine forest, we encountered species like Brown Parrotbill, Spotted Laughingthrush, 

Golden-breasted Fulvetta, Fulvous Parrotbill, Collared Grosbeak, Himalayan Owl, Long-billed Thrush and 

Satyr Tragopan. Final one and half day of birding in Latpancher and Nurbong Tea Estate we had Rufous-

necked Hornbill, Sultan Tit, Black Baza, Jorden’s Baza, Chestnut-winged Cuckoo, and Great-pied Hornbill.  

Most of the birding in the tour was done by walking on the trail and road and most of the species 

was sighted by non-use of playback.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Itinerary followed in the Tour 

 

Rufous-necked Hornbill,Latpancher-Male 



Day 1: 4th May 2024: Bagdogra – Kewzing (1700 meters) 

We started from the Bagdogra airport at 11 a.m and drove to Bonfarmhouse, Kewzing 

after lunch at 1 p.m. was 06 hours with minor traffic congestion on NH10. We had a birding 

stoppage near Damthang where we had a sighting of a Gray-headed Woodpecker and 

Hodgonson’s Hawk Cuckoo singing its voice out just after sundown. We arrived at Bonfarmhouse 

at around 6 p.m. 

 

Day 2: 5th May 2024: Maenam Wildlife Sanctuary - Kewzing (1700 meters – 2000 Meters). 

We had an early morning start with birding on the periphery of Maenam Wildlife 

Sanctuary and as soon as we got down from the vehicle we had species like a dozen Spot-winged 

Grosbeak, Himalayan Cutia, Red-tailed Minla, Lesser Cuckoo, Yellow-throated Fulvetta, Rufous-

throated Wren Babbler, Black-throated Parrotbill, Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler, Rusty fronted 

Barwings, Green-tailed Sunbird, Scarlet finch, Chestnut-bellied Rockthrush, Dark-sided Flycatcher, 

Rufous-winged Fulvetta, Golden Babblers, Pygmy Cupwing, Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush, 

Slinder-billed Scimitar Babbler, Streak-breasted Scimitar Babbler, Nepal House Martin and 

Chestnut-tailed Minla.   

 

Day 3: 6th May 2024: Kewzing –Tendong Reserve forest (2000 meters) 

The morning session of Birding along the Tendong Reserve Forest was led by Urgen had 

some birds like Brown Bullfinch, Himalayan Cutia, Barred-Cuckoo Dove, Large Hawk-Cuckoo, 

Lesser Cuckoo, Collared Owlet, Great Barbet, Golden-throated Barbet, Short-billed Minivet, 

Maroon Oriole, Yellow-cheeked Tit, Chestnut-headed Tesia, White-tailed Nuthatch, Large Niltava, 

Pygmy Flycatcher and Chestnut-bellied Rock-Thrush. 

The afternoon was spent birding along Kewzing with species like the Black-throated 

Prinia, Red-tailed, Blue-winged Minla, Little Pied flycatcher, Lesser Shortwings, and Fire-breasted 

Flowerpecker. 

 

Day 4: 7th May 2024: Lower forest of Kewzing  (1500 meters below) 

The day started with rain and thunderstorm and later part of the day after 8 AM as the 

rain resided we birded in the lower forest of Kewzing with species like Mountain Bulbul, Square-

tailed Drongo-Cuckoo, Nepal House Martin, a wet Mountain Hawk Eagle, Lesser -Necklace 

Laughingthrush (nesting), Blue-throated Barbet, Hair-crested Drongos, and a beautiful male 

Crimson Sunbird.  



Post lunch we had a birding session on the higher areas of Kewzing with the species for 

the afternoon Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babbler, White-crested Laughingthrush, Sikkim 

Treecreeper, and Mrs. Gould's Sunbird 

 

Day 5: 8th May 2024: Kewzing –Jorethang-Okhrey (1700m -300 m- 2100 m) 

During the morning session of birding in the low altitude forest of Kewzing along the 

West Sikkim highway some of the birds seen were a Long-tailed Broadbill, a nesting Chestnut-

bellied Nuthatch, a singing Blue-throated Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Warbler and Grey-capped 

Pygmy Woodpeckers.  At a tea stop near Reshi, we had a wonderful sighting of a Slaty-backed 

Forktail and as we pushed towards the west we had a couple of stoppages on the way with 

species like the Greater Yellownape Woodpeckers, Velvet-fronted Nuthatches and we managed to 

reach Okhrey at 4 p.m. 

We started our sundown birding after 5 a.m when there was still a decent light and drove 

towards Hilley the first bird we sighted was the Long-billed Thrush feeding near the roadside, we 

did not find the Himalayan Owl but only heard an individual calling at a distance on our return 

back to homestay we encountered Leopard Cat and Red Muntjac. 

 

Day 6: 9th May 2024: Okhrey –Hilley- Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary (2100 m-2600 m) 

The day started early from Okhrey to Hilley at 4:30 a.m. and on the drive up, we had the 

same individual Long-billed Thrush feeding on the same spot later as we approached Hilley we 

had an intense birding with species like Spotted Laughingthrush several and some very tame 

ones, Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrushs, White-browed Fulvettas, Golden-breasted Fulvettas, 

Yellow-billed Blue Magpie, Brown Parrotbill, Turtle doves, Yellow-browed Tit. We started our Trek 

inside the Sanctuary after we had our breakfast and on the trail, we had several species like 

Whistler’s Warbler, Himalayan Shortwing, Pygmy Cupwing, Scaly-breasted Cupwing (photograph 

by Kalpalatha mam with nesting material), Fulvous Parrotbill, Collared Grosbeak and we heard a 

Tragopan at a close distance but waited for the bird which did not show up.  

We were back at noon and post lunch to explore the surrounding agricultural fields of 

Okhrey village with species like Streaked Laughingthrush, Large-Hawk Cuckoo, Himalayan Cuckoo, 

and a flock of Black-throated Parrotbills.  

We had our last opportunity for night birding and we had our start a bit late at 7 p.m. As 

we made our progress in the dark to Hilley ,it seemed most of the group members had given up 

on the Owl but Nature only rewards us when we have the least hope, an individual  Himalayan 

Owl was perched low on the ground and busy scanning its hunting grounds for the rodents. 



   

Day 7: 10th May 2024: Okhrey- Latpancher (2100 m- 1000 m) 

We headed to the last part of our leg to Latpancher and had birding stoppage for Lesser 

Cuckoo, White-crested Laughinthrushes, Velvet fronted Nuthatches, Green-billed Malkowa on 

NH10  as we progressed towards Latpancher we had a couple of hours looking for Red-headed 

Trogon but Sultan Tit, Green Magpie kept us busy and the quest for the Trogon was in vain. As 

we approached the village, Urgen had an information about the Rufous-necked Hornbill visiting 

the stream area near the village and thus as we made our stoppage, a male bird flew from the 

ground and landed in an open, we had a moment of thrill and joy to watch, photograph and 

compose our pictures as it sat for more than half an hour, We all were overjoyed with such a 

sighting and enjoyed the sighting with a small fest of tea and Pokora.  

  

Day 8: 11th May 2024: Latpancher- Nurbong Tea Estate- Latpancher (1000m-300m) 

The day initially started with a plan to head to the Trogon area but the next day was a 

weekend i.e. Saturday, We decided to head towards Shiv Khola and Nurboung Tea Estate for 

birding as the place on Saturday is busy with weekend picnic crowds. We reached the spot for the 

Black Baza and scanned the area but was in vain, thus we pushed ourselves to the next spot for 

the Jorden’s Baza, and as we scanned the area we had species like Large Woodshrike, Black-

winged Cuckoo-shrike, Mountain Imperial Pigeons, Chestnut-bellied Nuthatches, Grey-capped 

Pygmy Woodpecker, a fruiting fig tree had Pin-tailed Green Pigeons, Wedged-tailed Green-

Pigeons, Greater-necklaced Laughingthrushes and Blue-throated Barbets. Since we had the day 

with us we planned to revisit the place after breakfast and on information received from local 

guide Peter Beck we rushed to the spot where the Black Baza was perched on the open preening, 

we had endless time view and finally decided to head to Peter’s spot for Jorden’s Baza and found 

a pair nesting and personally for myself was one of the records to see both species of Baza found 

in India in such short period and that too for infinity amount of time.  As the day was getting hot 

and humid we had our Lunch in one of the roadside stalls and as we had just finished our plate 

we had a pair of Great Pied Hornbill flying above our head and perched in a bare tree, what a 

dessert to end our lunch!  

We headed back to Latpancher and some of the birds on the way back were Chestnut-

winged Cuckoo, Black-winged Cuckooshrike, Long-tailed broadbill, Blue-winged Minla and 

Mountain Hawk Eagle.   

 

 



 

Day 9: 12th May 2024: Latpancher Airport Drop (1000 m-300m) 

We woke up with the heavy thunderstorm and rain, thus we drove directly to Bagdogra 

and enjoyed our last get-together breakfast and celebration of the wonderful Sikkim bird quest 

tour in Hotel Marina before the group headed back to their respective home.

Great Pied Hornbill,Rongtong 



List of Bird Species seen in the Tour- compiled by Vijaylakhmi Mam https://ebird.org/tripreport/230380 

 

SL.No Species Scientific name Location  (Place where the Species was seen or Heard)  

1.  Hill Partridge Arborophila torqueola Okhrey 

2.  Rufous-throated Partridge Arborophila rufogularis Maenam WLS  

3.  Satyr Tragopan Tragopan satyra Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

4.  Kalij Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos Near Ravangla  

5.  Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus Tingmoo & Norbung Tea estate 

6.  Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus Near Norbung Tea Estate 

7.  Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) Columba livia (Feral Pigeon) Town and city areas 

8.  Oriental Turtle-Dove Streptopelia orientalis Kewzing  

9.  Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto Bagdogra  

10.  Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis Kewzing  

11.  Barred Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia unchall Kewzing  

12.  Pin-tailed Green-Pigeon Treron apicauda Norbung Tea Estate 

13.  Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon Treron sphenurus Norbung Tea Estate 

14.  Mountain Imperial-Pigeon Ducula badia Norbung Tea Estate 

15.  Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis Norbung Tea Estate 

16.  Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis Norbung Tea Estate 

17.  Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus tristis NH-10 , Suntaley  

18.  Chestnut-winged Cuckoo Clamator coromandus Way back from Norbung Tea Estate 

19.  Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus Siliguri  

20.  Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii Norbung Tea Estate 

21.  Gray-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus Norbung Tea Estate 

22.  Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris Kewzing  

23.  Large Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx sparverioides Maenam WLS , Okhrey & Hilley  

24.  Hodgson's Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx nisicolor Damthang 

25.  Lesser Cuckoo Cuculus poliocephalus Maenam WLS  

26.  Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus Latpancher 

https://ebird.org/tripreport/230380


27.  Himalayan Cuckoo Cuculus saturatus Kewzing  

28.  Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Kewzing  

29.  Himalayan Swiftlet Aerodramus brevirostris Kewzing  

30.  Blyth's Swift Apus leuconyx Kewzing  

31.  House Swift Apus nipalensis Latpancher 

32.  Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis Norbung Tea Estate 

33.  Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus Norbung Tea Estate 

34.  Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger Teesta river  

35.  Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus Norbung Tea Estate 

36.  Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus Choona batti , Near Rongtong 

37.  Jerdon's Baza Aviceda jerdoni Norbung Tea Estate 

38.  Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes Norbung Tea Estate 

39.  Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela Widespread 

40.  Mountain Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus nipalensis Kewzing 

41.  Accipiter sp. Accipiter sp. Ralong 

42.  Black Kite Milvus migrans near Hingdam, Kewzing  

43.  Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides Norbung Tea Estate 

44.  Collared Owlet Taenioptynx brodiei Kewzing  

45.  Brown Wood-Owl Strix leptogrammica Kewzing  

46.  Himalayan Owl Strix nivicolum Hilley 

47.  Brown Boobook Ninox scutulata Latpancher 

48.  Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis Rongtong 

49.  Rufous-necked Hornbill Aceros nipalensis Latpancher 

50.  White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis Legship 

51.  Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti Melli  

52.  Indochinese Roller Coracias affinis Norbung Tea Estate 

53.  Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis Norbung Tea Estate 

54.  Great Barbet Psilopogon virens Widespread 

55.  Lineated Barbet Psilopogon lineatus Norbung Tea Estate 

56.  Golden-throated Barbet Psilopogon franklinii Tendong RF 



57.  Blue-throated Barbet Psilopogon asiaticus Widespread 

58.  Gray-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Yungipicus canicapillus Near Legship, Norbung Tea Estate 

59.  Darjeeling Woodpecker Dendrocopos darjellensis Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

60.  Bay Woodpecker Blythipicus pyrrhotis Maenam WLS  

61.  Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus Daramdin area  

62.  Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus Latpancher 

63.  Gray-headed Woodpecker Picus canus Near Namchi 

64.  Greater Yellownape Chrysophlegma flavinucha Kewzing  

65.  woodpecker sp. Picidae sp. Malotar Tea Garden, West Bengal, 

66.  Collared Falconet Microhierax caerulescens Shiv-Khola  

67.  Long-tailed Broadbill Psarisomus dalhousiae Kewzing  

68.  Short-billed Minivet Pericrocotus brevirostris Tendong RF 

69.  Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus speciosus Kewzing  

70.  Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei Nurbong Tea Estate 

71.  Black-winged Cuckooshrike Lalage melaschistos Kewzing  

72.  White-browed Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius aeralatus Kewzing  

73.  Green Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius xanthochlorus Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

74.  White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca Kewzing  

75.  Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus Nurbong Tea Estate 

76.  Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii Kewzing  

77.  Large Woodshrike Tephrodornis virgatus Nurbong Tea Estate 

78.  Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus Daramdin area  

79.  White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis Kewzing  

80.  Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus Widespread 

81.  Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus Widespread 

82.  Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach Kalijhora DG 

83.  Gray-backed Shrike Lanius tephronotus Kewzing  

84.  Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

85.  Yellow-billed Blue-Magpie Urocissa flavirostris Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

86.  Common Green-Magpie Cissa chinensis Nurbong Tea Estate 



87.  Gray Treepie Dendrocitta formosae Kewzing  

88.  House Crow Corvus splendens Town and city areas 

89.  Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos Widespread 

90.  Yellow-bellied Fairy-Fantail Chelidorhynx hypoxanthus Maenam WLS 

91.  Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis Widespread 

92.  Yellow-browed Tit Sylviparus modestus Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

93.  Sultan Tit Melanochlora sultanea Latpancher 

94.  Green-backed Tit Parus monticolus Widespread 

95.  Yellow-cheeked Tit Machlolophus spilonotus Tendong RF 

96.  Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius Widespread 

97.  Black-throated Prinia  Prinia atrogularis Kewzing 

98.  Russet Bush Warbler Locustella mandelli Way back from Norbung Tea Estate 

99.  Pygmy Cupwing Pnoepyga pusilla MaenamWLS, Barsey  

100.  Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Kewzing  

101.  Nepal House-Martin Delichon nipalense Kewzing  

102.  Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica Latpancher 

103.  Striated Bulbul Alcurus striatus Maenam WLS 

104.  Mountain Bulbul Ixos mcclellandii Kewzing  

105.  Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus Widespread 

106.  Black-crested Bulbul Rubigula flaviventris Widespread 

107.  Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus Nurbong Tea Estate 

108.  Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer Widespread 

109.  Himalayan Bulbul Pycnonotus leucogenys Kewzing  

110.  Ashy-throated Warbler Phylloscopus maculipennis Maenam WLS  

111.  Buff-barred Warbler Phylloscopus pulcher Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

112.  Lemon-rumped Warbler Phylloscopus chloronotus Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

113.  Tickell's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus affinis Maenam WLS 

114.  Green-crowned Warbler Phylloscopus burkii Maenam WLS  

115.  Whistler's Warbler Phylloscopus whistleri Widespread 

116.  Large-billed Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 



117.  Chestnut-crowned Warbler Phylloscopus castaniceps MaenamWLS, Barsey  

118.  Yellow-vented Warbler Phylloscopus cantator Near Legship, Norbung Tea Estate 

119.  Blyth's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus reguloides Widespread 

120.  Gray-hooded Warbler Phylloscopus xanthoschistos Widespread 

121.  Gray-bellied Tesia Tesia cyaniventer MaenamWLS, Barsey  

122.  Slaty-bellied Tesia Tesia olivea Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

123.  Gray-sided Bush Warbler Cettia brunnifrons Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

124.  Chestnut-headed Tesia Cettia castaneocoronata Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

125.  Broad-billed Warbler Tickellia hodgsoni Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

126.  Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler Horornis fortipes MaenamWLS, Barsey  

127.  Hume's Bush Warbler Horornis brunnescens Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

128.  Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus Widespread 

129.  Golden-breasted Fulvetta Lioparus chrysotis MaenamWLS, Barsey  

130.  White-browed Fulvetta Fulvetta vinipectus Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

131.  Brown Parrotbill Cholornis unicolor Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

132.  Fulvous Parrotbill Suthora fulvifrons Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

133.  Black-throated Parrotbill Suthora nipalensis MaenamWLS, Barsey  

134.  Whiskered Yuhina Yuhina flavicollis Widespread 

135.  Rufous-vented Yuhina Yuhina occipitalis Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

136.  Indian White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus Widespread 

137.  Pin-striped Tit-Babbler Mixornis gularis Nurbong Tea Estate 

138.  Golden Babbler Cyanoderma chrysaeum MaeamWLS 

139.  Rufous-capped Babbler Cyanoderma ruficeps Widespread 

140.  Scaly -breasted Cupwing  Pnoepyga albiventer Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

141.  Rufous-throated Wren-Babbler Spelaeornis caudatus MaenamWLS, Barsey  

142.  Slender-billed Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus superciliaris ManenamWLS,Barsey 

143.  Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus ruficollis Kewzing  

144.  White-browed Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus schisticeps Latpancher 

145.  Pomatorhinus sp. Pomatorhinus sp. Maenam WLS 

146.  Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler Erythrogenys erythrogenys Namchi  



147.  Rufous-winged Fulvetta Schoeniparus castaneceps ManenamWLS,Barsey 

148.  Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneum ruficeps Nurbong Tea Estate 

149.  Nepal Fulvetta Alcippe nipalensis Kewzing  

150.  Striated Laughingthrush Grammatoptila striata ManenamWLS,Barsey 

151.  Himalayan Cutia Cutia nipalensis Maenam WLS, Tendong RF 

152.  Streaked Laughingthrush Trochalopteron lineatum Okhrey 

153.  Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush Trochalopteron erythrocephalum Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

154.  Rufous Sibia Heterophasia capistrata Widespread 

155.  Blue-winged Minla Actinodura cyanouroptera Kewzing  

156.  Chestnut-tailed Minla Actinodura strigula Maenam 

157.  Rusty-fronted Barwing Actinodura egertoni Maenam WLS 

158.  Red-billed Leiothrix Leiothrix lutea Widespread 

159.  Red-tailed Minla Minla ignotincta Kewzing  

160.  Jungle Babbler Argya striata Nurbong Tea Estate 

161.  Striated Babbler Argya earlei Nurbong Tea Estate 

162.  Lesser Necklaced Laughingthrush Garrulax monileger Kewing,Nurbong Tea estate 

163.  White-crested Laughingthrush Garrulax leucolophus Kewzing, near Jorethang 

164.  Garrulax sp. Garrulax sp. Okhrey 

165.  Spotted Laughingthrush Ianthocincla ocellata Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

166.  Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush Pterorhinus pectoralis Nurbong Tea Estate 

167.  White-throated Laughingthrush Pterorhinus albogularis Kewzing 

168.  Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis Daramdin area  

169.  White-tailed Nuthatch Sitta himalayensis Maenam WLS, Tendong RF 

170.  Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch Sitta cinnamoventris Kewzing,Nurbong Tea Estate 

171.  Sikkim Treecreeper Certhia discolor Kewzing  

172.  Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa Latpancher, Nurbong Tea Estate 

173.  Chestnut-tailed Starling Sturnia malabarica Nurbong Tea Estate 

174.  Common Myna Acridotheres tristis Widespread 

175.  Long-billed Thrush Zoothera monticola Okhrey 

176.  Gray-winged Blackbird Turdus boulboul Kewzing 



177.  Tickell's Thrush Turdus unicolor Kewzing 

178.  Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis Widespread 

179.  Large Niltava Niltava grandis Kewzing 

180.  Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara Maenam WLS 

181.  Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus Widespread 

182.  Pale Blue Flycatcher Cyornis unicolor Kewzing 

183.  Ferruginous Flycatcher Muscicapa ferruginea Kewzing 

184.  Blue-throated Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides Near Legship 

185.  Himalayan Shortwing Brachypteryx cruralis Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

186.  Indian Blue Robin Larvivora brunnea MaenamWLS, Barsey  

187.  Blue Whistling-Thrush Myophonus caeruleus Widespread 

188.  Spotted Forktail Enicurus maculatus Okhrey 

189.  Slaty-backed Forktail Enicurus schistaceus near Reshi 

190.  Himalayan Bluetail Tarsiger rufilatus Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

191.  Pygmy Flycatcher Ficedula hodgsoni Tendong RF 

192.  Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni Kewzing 

193.  Chestnut-bellied Rock-Thrush Monticola rufiventris Maenam WLS 

194.  Blue-capped Rock-Thrush Monticola cinclorhyncha Widespread 

195.  Gray Bushchat Saxicola ferreus Widespread 

196.  Plain Flowerpecker Dicaeum minullum Nurbong Tea Estate 

197.  Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipectus Widespread 

198.  Black-throated Sunbird Aethopyga saturata Kewzing 

199.  Mrs. Gould's Sunbird Aethopyga gouldiae Kewzing 

200.  Green-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga nipalensis Widespread 

201.  Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja Kewzing 

202.  Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons Nurbong Tea Estate 

203.  Orange-bellied Leafbird Chloropsis hardwickii Latpancher 

204.  House Sparrow Passer domesticus Bagdogra  

205.  Russet Sparrow Passer cinnamomeus Kewzing 

206.  Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus Ravangla 



207.  Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Okhrey 

208.  Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni Widespread 

209.  Collared Grosbeak Mycerobas affinis Barsey Rhododendron Santuary 

210.  Spot-winged Grosbeak Mycerobas melanozanthos Maenam WLS 

211.  Scarlet Finch Carpodacus sipahi Maenam WLS 

212.  Brown Bullfinch Pyrrhula nipalensis Tendong RF 

213.  Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus Way back from Norbung Tea Estate 

 

 

List of Mammals seen in the trip  

 

1. Irrawaddy squirrel (Callosciurus pygerythrus)– Widespread 

2. Leopard cat (Prionailurus bengalensis)– near Okhrey   

3. Yellow-throated Marten (Martes flavigula) – Kewzing  

4. Red Muntjac (Muntiacus muntjak) – near Okhrey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photos from the Tour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jorden’s Baza,Nurbong  
Black Baza ,Nurbong 

Great Pied Hornbill,Rongtong Scaly breasted Cupwing( pic by Kalpalatha) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch with a moth catch,Kewzing Golden-breasted Fulvetta,Hilley 

Collared Grosbeak-Female, Barsey 
Grey-capped Woodpecker,Kewzing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crimson Sunbird,Kewzing Spotted Laughingthrush,Hilley 

Lesser Necklaced Laughingthrush,Kewzing Brown Parrotbill , Hilley 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Spot-winged Grosbeak, Female,Maenam 

Mountain Hawk Eagle,Kewzing  

Group birding in one of the undisturbed forest of Sikkim  


