
 

 

PERU 
Central circuit & and some extra sites plus a few days in the Tumbes & 

Maranon regions. 
 

June 12th - July 26th 2023 
With Graham Speight, Rich Swales & Dan Branch June 19th ς July 19th  

 

Bill Simpson 

bill-simpson@live.co.uk 
 

Golden-backed Mountain-Tanager 

Bosque Unchog 

mailto:bill-simpson@live.co.uk
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TEAM   Bill Simpson, Graham Speight, Rich Swales & Dan Branch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9and  

 

BUS & FLIGHTS 

    BUS DERBY TO LHR T3 £49 RTN 

 

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS    

PERU with VIRGIN  and LATAM £874.71 RTN    1x 23kg Checkin baggage + 10kg cabin. 

 

    11 JUN   LHR  14.40  (VIA  JFK)  07.00  LIM +1   

    27 JUL    LIM  08.10  (VIA MIA) 10.10  LHR +1   

    

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

MONEY, VISAS, TIME ETC 

VISAS Free for 90 days for UK Citizens 

    EXCHANGE RATE £1 = 4.6 Soles 

    !¢aΩǎ  The best option was at BCP Banks where you could withdraw 700 Soles with a 36 Soles charge.   

    Other banks only allowed 400 Soles with a 38 Soles charge.   

    TIME -6hrs behind BST                                            

    Peru is a MY 3 Go Roam Country on my ǇƘƻƴŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǎƻ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ άnormalέ ǳǎŜ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǳǇ ǘƻ мнD. for free.                                    

     

 
BOOKS, MAPS, RECORDINGS ETC 

LITERATURE 

Birds of tŜǊǳΧΧΧΦΦ{ŎƘǳƭŜƴōŜǊƎ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ  Best guide currently.  

 

INTERNET TRIP REPORTS etc  

Lots of Trip Reports on the wonderful Cloudbirders   Birding trip reports | CloudBirders  
E-BIRD for new and current information and sites.                            

MAPSME to mark sites, hotels etc accurately, and to use as an offline Sat Nav. 

 

    SOUND RECORDINGS    

    Merlin app for Peru is very comprehensive on current taxonomy and vocalisations. 

    Birds of Peru MP3 by Boseman is also very good and compliments some gaps in the Merlin app.  It can also loop the calls which  

    ǘƘŜ aŜǊƭƛƴ ŀǇǇ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ       

LHR   London Heathrow 

LIM   Lima 

 

CAR RENTAL (all pre-booked online) 

ENTERPRISE/ ALAMO via Holiday Autos  

Toyota Rush   £174 for 8 days.  A bargain as it was the cheapest car I could get and was high clearance.  

 

BUDGET Via Rentalcars.com 

Misubishi ASX SUV   £1,7970 for 30 days. We had to pay another £816 insurance coverage ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ±ƻǳŎƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ  

.ǳŘƎŜǘ έtŜǊǳέ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ рΣнллƪƳ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ Ƴȅ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ǳƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƪƳ Φ  

After several attempts to call Rentalcars.com the only options I was given was to cancel the car and request a full refund or 

pay the extra (which also included an extra driver). We chose to pay the extra and accept the 5200km limit as we had no 

option really. As it turned out we only did c 4000km so no problem there. 

 

SIXT via DiscoverCars.com 

Toyota ETIOS £150 for 8 days.  Again cheap and functional although the lowest clearance car and often bottomed out. 

 

GUIDES  

LAKE JUNIN 

Cesar Zevallos Bashualdo  Whatsapp +51955835819  Cesar was very quick to respond to Whatsapp messages and was very 

professional. He met us in Ondores on the road and guided us in to his house here https://goo.gl/maps/JhyUsE1ZpeAbF7Cd8  

which was painted white, blue and red. He gave us a great birding tour but importantly got us great views of Junin Rail and Junin 

Grebe from a 3hour boat trip. Contact him for costs. 

One of the best days of the trip for me. 

https://www.cloudbirders.com/tripreport
https://goo.gl/maps/JhyUsE1ZpeAbF7Cd8
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TRIP IN GENERAL 
Yet again, another trip ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ ōǳǘ tŜǊǳ ƛǎ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƘŜŀǇΣ Ƙŀǎ IƻǎǇŜŘŀƧŜǎΣ IƻǘŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ Hostels 

just about everywhere and there is plenty of sites/ information out there on the Internet/ ebird so a lot of the planning was be done as 

we travelled. The excellent Field Guide by Schulenberg et al and the Merlin app had all the info we needed for identification, current 

taxonomy and calls/songs (although I had to spend a day updating my field guide but the app was good).  

The only thing we booked apart from the first 2 car rentals was a day out with Cesar at Lake Junin. 

I went out 8 days before the other 3 arrived and had another week after they all left. This allowed me to charge around up in the 

Tumbes and Maranon scooping up some of the areas specialities and endemics. 

The Road Police were a pain again this time and I got nicked for driving without my headlights on in the daytime (forgot as frequently 

getting in and out of the car birding), and I also ran some red lights (by half a second and 2 Cops happened to be there, left the car that 

came through after me and threatened me with a big fine.. So just рл {ƻƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ млл {ƻƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘΧ 

bunch of assholes. I did argue with another one as I put my lights on as I came out of a petrol station and he was trying it on  ... IΩd had 

ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƘƛƳ.  

**REMEMBER LIGHTS ON ALL THE TIME !!**  

The roads in the Andes were particularly bad and the main problem in the dry summer was the huge amounts of dust coating 

everything with clouds of dirt. All Peruvians drive like Kamikaze pilots at speeds that lift the maximum dust clouds and honk their horns 

Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΧ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ This also makes birding unpleasant on dirt roads as only 

one car was needed to coat you and your optics in a layer of dust, so we tried to find places far enough away from the road to dodge 

the dust. 

The route we took would be exceptionally challenging if not impossible in the rainy season as we could see the numerous landslides 

from the previous ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǊŀƛƴΣ sprawled out across the dirt roads in many places. 

We spent a lot of time driving between sites as the roads were often shit and although the distances were not too great, the road 

conditions usually dictated speeds of around only 30-40km/hr.  

The accommodation was usually very basic but clean, sometimes with hot (ish) water but mostly very cheap and often with a cochera 

to keep the car off the road and safe in a locked compound. 

The best places for me were high up in the Andes where the people were more chilled and the food better and the birds less covered in 

dust. 

 Most sites delivered the required species but disappointing dips included Cloud-Forest Screech Owl and Rufous-breasted Warbling 

Finch. White-winged, Large-footed and Neblina Tapaculos were all heard at Bosque Unchog, but would just not respond (although the 

other 3 saw Neblina Tapaculo) and also the continuing saga of the phantom, near-ƳȅǘƘƛŎŀƭ wŀƛƳƻƴŘƛΩǎ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ CƛƴŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƭǳŘŜŘ ǳǎ ŀǘ 

3 different sites. 

Amongst the many great birds and days, stand out experiences for me were Lake Junin with Cesar, birding along the road at Calabaza, 

wandering around Parque Huascaran and the Undulated Antpitta that appeared up close and personal at Bosque Unchog, and the last 

Řŀȅǎ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ aŀǊŀƴƻƴ /ǊŜǎŎŜƴǘŎƘŜǎǘΣ /ŀƧŀƳŀǊŎŀ !ƴǘǇƛǘǘŀΣ WŜƭǎƪƛΩǎ /Ƙŀǘ-Tyrant and Short-tailed Woodstar all performed quickly. 

 

But apart from the long, dusty drives, miles of cavernous potholes, dangerous drivers, rotten Police, barking dogs through the night, 

cold showers, shit and rubbish everywhere, constant honking of horns and somŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ DǊŀƘŀƳ ǇǳƪŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŘƻƎǎΧ ǿŜ 

had a great trip! 

 

 

ITINERARY 

June 11
th

 Dropped off at the bus station by Helen again and on time to LHR T3. Easy, hassle-free checkin and bag drop at the Virgin 

Atlantic area and away to JFK on time. Landed early at JFK and had a 7 hour wait in the expensive airport before departing for Lima just 

after midnight. 

 

12
th

 Landed at Lima early and soon out to meet the Car Rental agent. Got 1400 Sol out of the BCP bank at the airport and was 

then surprised to be given a Toyota Rush which was a great high clearance upgrade from the cheapest car I booked.  

Drove straight to the Lomas De Lachay ŀŎŎŜǎǎ wŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ wŀƛƳƻƴŘƛΩǎ 

Yellow Finches. Drove north on to the next spot at Bosque Lampay https://goo.gl/maps/T8BdrV7RX9xnvsJDA before making a dash 

further on to Gramadal https://goo.gl/maps/XTCxZf4MniqrQP8u6  to get great views of Peruvian Plantcutters despite the strong winds 

there.  Just had enough time to flash up to Tuquillo Beach https://goo.gl/maps/yP4cwdZj87Q5hrQi7 for Surf Cinclodes before calling it 

a night and driving back to stay at the Hotel Miramar in Huarmey https://goo.gl/maps/LuWS54SuAh7Yyy11A  

 

13
th

 Up at dawn and started driving north. Stopped off at Chao https://goo.gl/maps/Lhvqv8bE4G8WXcA46 for c3 hrs as the 

birding was great. With time rolling on I set off north again taking in a stop north of Trujillo for Cinereous Finch and then made a dash 

for Chiclayo unfortunately forgetting to turn my headlights back on and so got stopped by the Police who kindly accepted a 50 Soles 

bribe (his idea not mine) to waive the ticket. Late into Chiclayo at c7.30pm and found a hotel fairly quickly. Still Knackered! 

 

14
th

 Up at 5am and tried the BCP atms, none of which worked so had to try a BBVA which only allowed 400 S max and charged 38 

Soles for it   Drove north along the mainly shit and slow road to Olmos and then tried the dirt track  to Limon which was very poor. 

Tried another route in which was still bad but not as sandy and finally got to Limon by 3.30pm. Asked a kid if I could park by their 

house and walked the Quebrada Frejolillo (or Limon) till dusk. (track starts here https://goo.gl/maps/LALSXY4YPs1iBDLx6 )  

Came back at dusk and asked if ok to sleep in the car which it was. 

https://goo.gl/maps/T8BdrV7RX9xnvsJDA
https://goo.gl/maps/XTCxZf4MniqrQP8u6
https://goo.gl/maps/yP4cwdZj87Q5hrQi7
https://goo.gl/maps/LuWS54SuAh7Yyy11A
https://goo.gl/maps/Lhvqv8bE4G8WXcA46
https://goo.gl/maps/LALSXY4YPs1iBDLx6
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15

th
 Not too bad a nights kip so up at 4.50am and started walking back up to the track to the Quebrada in the dark doing a spot 

of owling on route. Walked slowly up the Quebrada from here https://goo.gl/maps/24rr5hvxVYcZqKGz5  to here 

https://goo.gl/maps/eMMpQQyUJ4RAv4jeA  having a great mornings birding. Left Limon about 11am and slowly birded my way back 

eventually staying in Olmos at the Hotel Monterrico https://goo.gl/maps/3SQ2dtcYMEuBViAn9 for 60 Soles. room and Hotel swarming 

with crickets ! 

 

16
th

  Up before dawn and away crunching the swarming insects on the Hotel floors. Stopped at a few roadside places but not 

much good so drove to Zapotal https://goo.gl/maps/tP3H4Vn5PWEzxkkv9 and had a few hours again with very little to show for a lot 

of leg work. Drove on to Bosque De Pomac but it was closed due to excess river damage to the road. Tried the eastern entrance but 

still closed so had a walk around the visitor Centre there instead. Drove just south of Chiclayo to stay at the Hostal El Eden in the 

best room yet for 75 S and had a great meal just across the road. https://goo.gl/maps/otcBFAR56EZFiC6y8  

 

17
th

 Up and away before dawn getting to this area https://goo.gl/maps/9RpdKaLvEfTzRZ1x9 for a few hours before driving south 

again. Short distance Rafan https://goo.gl/maps/qbeTBuYteBTDJjHa7  for a few hours from dawn, then onto to Bosque El Canoncillo 

https://goo.gl/maps/kgoT7pgNoxijP5AK6 for 3 hours before making the long drive back down to the Hotel Miramar in Huarmey 

arriving at 10.30pm after being stung by the wonderful Peruvian Police for 100 Soles for ŀ άǊŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘέ ƻŦŦŜƴŎŜΧΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ 

arseholes the Peruvian Police are. 

 

18
th

  No petrol at Huarmey !! Tense drive to Barranca on 2 bars of a fuel tank but made it ! phew ! Car wash next as it was ditched 

and scratched to buggery, but a 20 Soles wash brought it up good as new. Drove on to Lomas De Lachay which failed to deliver 

wŀƛƳƻƴŘƛΩǎ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ Finch yet again so drove south to another area staying at the Beirut-bombed-out style area at another Hotel El Eden  

https://goo.gl/maps/zMoWomizgu29ZHv66 which was fine although no food within easy walking distance. 

 

19
th

 MET GRAHAM, RICH AND DAN. Car hire problems..(see above in Car Rental section)  Drove towards the next site staying 

here at Chosica  https://goo.gl/maps/fRPMXnUw5wbxqy2B7  where we had 2 twin rooms for £22 and the owner gave us 4 free beers 

in the morning when we left!  

Car parking at Limon 

The trail to Quebrada Frejolillo 

https://goo.gl/maps/24rr5hvxVYcZqKGz5
https://goo.gl/maps/eMMpQQyUJ4RAv4jeA
https://goo.gl/maps/3SQ2dtcYMEuBViAn9
https://goo.gl/maps/tP3H4Vn5PWEzxkkv9
https://goo.gl/maps/otcBFAR56EZFiC6y8
https://goo.gl/maps/9RpdKaLvEfTzRZ1x9
https://goo.gl/maps/qbeTBuYteBTDJjHa7
https://goo.gl/maps/kgoT7pgNoxijP5AK6
https://goo.gl/maps/zMoWomizgu29ZHv66
https://goo.gl/maps/fRPMXnUw5wbxqy2B7


5 
 

20
th

 Up and away c6am driving steadily to the Autisha Bridge https://goo.gl/maps/TCsgYZvHszt8LK2y6  and then on to San Pedro 

De Castra where we checked in to the cheap Hotel Municipal https://goo.gl/maps/TCsgYZvHszt8LK2y6 on the Plaza and then had 

something to eat next door before driving a few km beyond the town to spend the rest of the day till dark along the road before 

heading back. 

 

21
st
 All day San Pedro De Castra area Rufous-breasted Warbling Finch in vain. 

 

 
22

nd
  Steadily drove on at 6am to white cheeked Cotinga site at Quebrada Yanac https://goo.gl/maps/79f3QUStTorzDzbt5 and 

then the long drive to Pampa Curicocha https://goo.gl/maps/vA5ASGmHFjyheQJg6  for White-bellied Cinclodes. Then on to stay at 

Nebys hotel Junin https://goo.gl/maps/dRQ56jsCTWbyAtWMA which Cesar had booked for us in as we were arriving late. 

 

 
23

rd
 Away by 5.30am doing the 30 minute drive to meet Cesar ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ сŀƳΧ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ǘȅǊŜΦ vǳƛŎƪƭȅ 

replaced it with the spare, had a quick breakfast with Cesar and then we all went in our car to the Junin Rail spot. After c 30mins we 

drove north to get into Cesars' boat where we had a great 3 hr trip out onto the calm Lake Junin. Cesar then took us to several sites 

for some other targets before we said our goodbyes and drove on to Conception (via a tyre repair in Junin) to stay at the Hotel Paraiso 

for 3 nights https://goo.gl/maps/YB2Hjqi8mBwovePi8  . Out to the nearby plaza for some Western food and beers to celebrate a 

memorable day. 

Egg and chips at Cesars house ! 

https://goo.gl/maps/TCsgYZvHszt8LK2y6
https://goo.gl/maps/TCsgYZvHszt8LK2y6
https://goo.gl/maps/79f3QUStTorzDzbt5
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L835214
https://goo.gl/maps/vA5ASGmHFjyheQJg6
https://goo.gl/maps/dRQ56jsCTWbyAtWMA
https://goo.gl/maps/YB2Hjqi8mBwovePi8
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Outside Cesars house 

Lake Junin 
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24
th

 Away at 6am for the short drive to this area  https://goo.gl/maps/fFoTBStYW5oFnSKg6 (along this track somewhere) to target 

Western Bearded Mountaineer and Andean Parakeet. Back early via a car wash 15 soles to organise the next leg of the trip.  

 

 
25

th
 Away at 5am to drive to the Pariahuanca Rd but got stopped 14km from our target site due to a road slide/ repair.  

Birded here https://goo.gl/maps/DnaKpNbDP6ZGLnXm6 till  midday when the road opened.  

Birded these areas https://goo.gl/maps/we35st4g7jvtFE2Q7  and as far as about here https://goo.gl/maps/t8u8d7qU4RfWt9hB7  

before heading back along the poor and dusty road arriving back at the Hotel for 7.30pm 

 

 
26

th
 Away at 6am driving the main route to Satipo.  

Stopped at a few places along the dusty road to this area for Eye-ringed Thistletail then on to bird another area before finally getting 

some accommodation at Calabaza https://goo.gl/maps/LjHkLwJaFiNXGo7x7 for 20 S each. The owner of the Hostal owned the 

restaurant too. Birded the Andamarca Rd south from Calabaza till dusk then a meal at the Hotel ƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ restaurant.  

 

27
th

 Up at 4.30am doing notes as had a good kip. Away at 6.30 after a good cooked breakfast slowly birding west from Calabaza 

back to the river bridge c 14km west. A fantastic day as we drove slowly and just stopped as and when we saw bird flocks.   

12 new birds including 3 antpittas. 

 

Hotel at Calabaza 

https://goo.gl/maps/fFoTBStYW5oFnSKg6
https://goo.gl/maps/DnaKpNbDP6ZGLnXm6
https://goo.gl/maps/we35st4g7jvtFE2Q7
https://goo.gl/maps/t8u8d7qU4RfWt9hB7
https://goo.gl/maps/LjHkLwJaFiNXGo7x7
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28

th
 Road to the Andamarca Valley all day. First few km from Calabaza for the morning till c 10am then drove a further 2 hours 

to look for the Mantaro birds. Stayed till ŘŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ YƻŜǇŎƪŜΩǎ {ŎǊŜŜŎƘ hǿƭ https://goo.gl/maps/T4m2jwXokjh67N4MA  here then made 

a fast return for 9pm to Calabaza. 

 

29
th

 Up at dawn, breakfast and then birded our way out east and downhill from Calabaza to Saitipo arriving 4pm. Another car 

wash for 20 Soles then found the Hotel California at 40 Sol each for single rooms. A noisy dog called Cheeky Woke us up at 3amΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ /ƘŜŜƪȅΧΧΦΦ 

 

30
th

 Drove on north to Villa Rica and then straight up to Bosque Shollet for a few hours birding till 1pm when we decided to find 

a hotel and eat in readiness for some owling later.100m from the Bosque Shollet turn off from Villa Rica we found the Hotel El Sol 

https://goo.gl/maps/PLa3Bs9qEFy4k7br5 , 80 Sol /twin room and lots of restaurants. Dumped the bags in the Hotel and had a kip 

returning to Bosque Shollet at 4pm to уΦолǇƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎȅ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ Ƴƻƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǿƭǎΦ 

 

1st July Away from the hotel late as blocked in at 4.30 arriving for owling at Bosque Shollet by 5am with no moon. .. still no owls.  

Birded there till midday and then went back to Villa Rica for food, rest and a cleanup. Out again at 4pm birding the coffee plantations 

along the lower part of the road for Creamy-bellied Antwren and then doubled back to try Lake Onconal on the southern outskirts of 

Villa Rica. Stayed till dark for Band-bellied Owl at Restaurant Vista Hermosa https://goo.gl/maps/aYNqjyyKFcZVSLcy6  

My bedroom 

View from my bedroom 

https://goo.gl/maps/T4m2jwXokjh67N4MA
https://goo.gl/maps/PLa3Bs9qEFy4k7br5
https://goo.gl/maps/aYNqjyyKFcZVSLcy6
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2

nd
 Up and away back-tracking a little to unsuccessfully find a site for Black-billed seed finch early on before continuing on to 

Hacienda Amorique https://goo.gl/maps/Efnnuro1qiuN9uSd9 where we soon found Martin and Nancy. A superb little Hacienda in the 

forest. 50 S each for a bed, 55 soles each for 3 meals a day and a one off fee of 50 soles  each entrance fee. We hung around the 

Hacienda seeing a few good birds before being taken up the hill at 4pm for some birding and owling till 9pm. 

 

3
rd

  Up early for breakfast and got taken up the hill with 2 American photographers where we were left to bird our way down  

arriving back at the Hacienda at 3.30pm. Wash and dinner before another owling session till 9.30pm. 

 

4
th

  Same again today as yesterday. 

 

5
th

  Birded below Hacienda Amorique till 11 am then drove 6hrs to stay at a town just 30km south of the Rufous backed Inca 

Finch site. Cheap hotel and food. 

 

6
th

 Away in the dark 10km to Salcachupan https://goo.gl/maps/wAeMU8magMVKcxQL9 by dawn but lots of fast traffic in a very 

dusty road so we drove on to the next Inca finch site here which proved an easy location  https://goo.gl/maps/5ZGEvKXkvtKNCr9JA   

Hacienda Amorique 

https://goo.gl/maps/Efnnuro1qiuN9uSd9
https://goo.gl/maps/wAeMU8magMVKcxQL9
https://goo.gl/maps/5ZGEvKXkvtKNCr9JA
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We then carried on to Santa Maria Del Valle to stay at the Hospedaje Valle De Cony https://goo.gl/maps/5ZGEvKXkvtKNCr9JA 5km 

west of the turn off https://goo.gl/maps/u7XqeajwC7tBmSgW9  to Bosque Unchog https://goo.gl/maps/S67ob6MD3GzvSPpZ9 .  Drove 

the dusty track up there to arrive at 2.30pm. birded till after dark and then drove back. Took about 1.5 hrs up and 1hr 10 down. 

 

 
7

th
 All day Bosque Unchog. 

 

8
th

 Carpish tunnel road https://goo.gl/maps/M2GnNafKr3TE7Qx49 am then back up Unchog birding just north of Cochabamba 

and a little at unchog in the fog. 

 

9
th

 Bosque Unchog all day. 

   

 
10

th
 All day up at Bosque Montepotrero the Panao Antpitta site. Turned off here https://goo.gl/maps/bzSjNWN6YBDFe9Ye8  and 

parked here https://goo.gl/maps/SovAcYqd2zfZ6m3u7 and walked to the entrance gate here https://goo.gl/maps/SovAcYqd2zfZ6m3u7 

but no one about so ducked under the fence to walk the trail.   Feeling crap and had several field toilet visits and eventually had to 

leave the others and trudge slowly back to the car to rest. 30% bŜǘǘŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǎƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŝŀǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ŀ ōƛǘ. 

Saw the target Panao Antpitta easily while the others had great views of Undulated Antpitta after I trudged back throwing up. 

Still no one around when I walked back. 

Bosque Unchog 

Turn off to Montepotrero 

https://goo.gl/maps/5ZGEvKXkvtKNCr9JA
https://goo.gl/maps/u7XqeajwC7tBmSgW9
https://goo.gl/maps/S67ob6MD3GzvSPpZ9
https://goo.gl/maps/M2GnNafKr3TE7Qx49
https://goo.gl/maps/bzSjNWN6YBDFe9Ye8
https://goo.gl/maps/SovAcYqd2zfZ6m3u7
https://goo.gl/maps/SovAcYqd2zfZ6m3u7
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11
th

 All day at Bosque Unchog. Clear skies and few birds 

 

 
12

th
 All day driving to Yungay on an absolute shit dirt road nearly all the way arriving at the Sagado Hotel 

https://goo.gl/maps/pRMYmbUcN1Qp5HF99 at 7pm. 90 soles twin room.!  Yungay ok though with lots of shops and restaurants 

nearby. 

 

 
13

th
  All day Parque Huascaran going no further than here https://goo.gl/maps/rLgaN2tdPHggkQmw7  . Also at the restauarante 

here https://goo.gl/maps/RCuS5iivZjTDshhS9 in the afternoon and till dark when we easily saw KoepckeΩǎ {ŎǊŜŜŎƘ hǿƭ. 

 

Entrance road to Huascaran 

https://goo.gl/maps/pRMYmbUcN1Qp5HF99
https://goo.gl/maps/rLgaN2tdPHggkQmw7
https://goo.gl/maps/RCuS5iivZjTDshhS9
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14
th

  Am at Pale-tailed Canastero site here https://goo.gl/maps/J8iLc31LJZk4m74L9 then drove on via a car wash to stay at 

Cajacay in the Hotel Cesar https://goo.gl/maps/GEGyatjcWh9vFXpB9  ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ŘƻƎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΧΧΦ 

 

15
th

 Early drive on to bird Valle Marca  https://goo.gl/maps/B2dSZ9m9kjzJ6NEy7  till c11am before driving to Huacho via 

Gramadal. Stayed at the Hotel Mar De Costa https://goo.gl/maps/ARAbUXbL6Lm1XeVU9  

 

16
th

 Early off to Lomas De Lachay and the canyon to the southeast before going back to the hotel and scanning from the balcony. 

The others went for a beach stroll while I planned my last week and organised car rental. Good birding from the Hotel balcony! 

 

17
th

 Up and away at 6am to Paraiso wetlands and coast https://goo.gl/maps/qHH5ThggfefZxvSB6   for a few hours before the 

tortuous drive through Lima to here https://goo.gl/maps/6xz3scJuPnbbQPw98  where we were then only 28km north of Lomas de 

Asia. Went out there for the last hour of light doing a recce and waiting till dark for TschǳŘƛΩǎ bƛƎƘǘƧŀǊǎ here 
https://goo.gl/maps/YwrmbRqWL3wkN5VGA  . 

 

18
th

  Lomas De Asia https://goo.gl/maps/oNYozbegad6G44vo9  all day from 8am opening to 3pm knackered closes 5pm.  

10 Soles pp and again, ƴƻ wŀƛƳƻƴŘƛΩǎ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ CƛƴŎƘΦ 

Huascaran 

https://goo.gl/maps/J8iLc31LJZk4m74L9
https://goo.gl/maps/GEGyatjcWh9vFXpB9
https://goo.gl/maps/B2dSZ9m9kjzJ6NEy7
https://goo.gl/maps/ARAbUXbL6Lm1XeVU9
https://goo.gl/maps/qHH5ThggfefZxvSB6
https://goo.gl/maps/6xz3scJuPnbbQPw98
https://goo.gl/maps/YwrmbRqWL3wkN5VGA
https://goo.gl/maps/oNYozbegad6G44vo9
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19
th

 Driving day. Drove from here to the airport to drop off Dan for his flight home and Rich and Gray at their hotel. Managed to 

collect the car early and set off north arriving at Trujillo about 10pm. Hostal for 30 S and out like a light. 

 

 

 
20

th
  Up and leaving at 6am driving east to arrive at El Molino https://goo.gl/maps/hjJaN4bxLja3dzyJ8  for 2,30pm. Found the 2 

birds straight away and then a warden who took me to a few flowering sites including his garden which was good for photos. Left at 

4pm to tackle the shit road back to Chugay arriving at dark and booking in to the Hostal for 30 Soles. 

 

21
st
  Awake at 5.45 after a great sleep through the alarm for 5.30am. Driving day again to San Marcos for a few hours but no 

birds as in the heat of the day so drove to Jesus by 3pm for an hours birding here https://goo.gl/maps/rco1Qcb4XkvkpkUx7  before 

driving on to the Grey belied Comet area. Found a great Hospedaje by the runway https://goo.gl/maps/PiwGmh6QrVtAETcaA  for 50 

Soles where got cleaned up and rested. 

 

22
nd

 Awake at 6am and drove to here  https://goo.gl/maps/H1PkYmxZmVw32vkr8  for Grey-bellied Comet left at 9.30 driving to 

Celendin and booked into a roadside Hospedaje https://goo.gl/maps/faYqPM3PMAXvk4aq5  for 30 Soles. After some food I then 

birded the area to the north of the town to Llanguat to about here https://goo.gl/maps/6qoFELt3XeHeivrk9  . However the wind was 

up making birding difficult so I returned and birded back along the road till dusk. Llanguat 

https://goo.gl/maps/hjJaN4bxLja3dzyJ8
https://goo.gl/maps/rco1Qcb4XkvkpkUx7
https://goo.gl/maps/PiwGmh6QrVtAETcaA
https://goo.gl/maps/H1PkYmxZmVw32vkr8
https://goo.gl/maps/faYqPM3PMAXvk4aq5
https://goo.gl/maps/6qoFELt3XeHeivrk9
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23
rd

  All day along the road to Balsas https://goo.gl/maps/RMWFpmWD9PS4nHva7  and back. Tough birding with few singing 

birds and hot very early on. However with a bit of perseverance most were seen well. 

 

24
th

 Started at dawn along the rd to Llanguat for Maranon Crescentchest here https://goo.gl/maps/wPBxoYJp3ATBuffX6  till 

8am then drove west trying ŀ ŦŜǿ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ /ŀƧŀƳŀǊŎŀ !ƴǘǇƛǘǘŀ ŀƴŘ WŜƭǎƪƛΩǎ /Ƙŀǘ ¢ȅǊŀƴǘ having no luck until finally 

connecting with both birds here https://goo.gl/maps/NbTvE4hiaz2CcsWa8  before the long drive west stopping for a while before dusk 

here for Short-tailed Woodstar here https://goo.gl/maps/K8MQYWHUNQKBqaxT8  . Decided to carry on towards Lima finally giving up 

at Chimbote at midnight.  

 

25
th

 Left at 7am back to Lima. Dropped off the car and walked back to the Paypurix Hostal for a well-earned rest. Trip over ! 

26
th

  Day getting sorted and cleaned up ready for home. 

27
th 

Taxi from Paypurix Hostal to the airport at 5am and 15 Soles.   Flight home at 8.10 am. 

 

 

 

 

SYSTEMATIC LIST (IOC WILDLIFE RECORDER 4 & IOC 13.2) 

ENDEMIC = PERUVIAN ENDEMIC 

 

1. Brown Tinamou (Crypturellus obsoletus)   Heard at Hacienda Amorique. 
 

2. PALE-BROWED TINAMOU (Crypturellus transfasciatus)   1, Jun 15
th

 at Quebrada Frejolillo, Limon and commonly heard there. 
Frustratingly difficult to see even though close but I eventually managed to tempt a calling bird out into view close up at the 
edge of the farmland when leaving the Quebrada. A strikingly marked bird with pale grey shawl and neck, brown and black 
barred back and wings, contrasting pale supercillium, long, slightly decurved bill and red legs and feet.  
 

3. Tataupa Tinamou (Crypturellus tataupa)   1 seen at the lower part of the track at Hacienda Amorique. 
 

 

4. Ornate Tinamou (Nothoprocta ornata)   5 Ads and 2 medium-sized young at Lake Junin. 

https://goo.gl/maps/RMWFpmWD9PS4nHva7
https://goo.gl/maps/wPBxoYJp3ATBuffX6
https://goo.gl/maps/NbTvE4hiaz2CcsWa8
https://goo.gl/maps/K8MQYWHUNQKBqaxT8
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5. Andean Tinamou (Nothoprocta pentlandii)   7 birds seen in all from San Pedro de Castra along the various high altitude roads 

along the west slope to Cajamarca. Photo above left is along the road from Bosque Unchog to Yungay. 
 

6. CURVE-BILLED TINAMOU (Nothoprocta curvirostris)   1, Jul 10
th

 Montepotrero in the recently ploughed field between the end 
car park and the reserve entrance/ office (photo above right). 
 

7. Torrent Duck (Merganetta armata)   A few noted. 
 

8. Andean Goose (Chloephaga melanoptera)   Often noted in the highest parts of the Andes, usually in pairs or groups up to 40. 
 

9. Crested Duck (Lophonetta specularioides)   A few small groups or pairs on lakes at high altitudes. 
 

10. Puna Teal (Spatula puna)   Several noted 12
th

-14
th

 Jul in PN Huascaran. 
 

11. Cinnamon Teal (Spatula cyanoptera)   A few at El Paraiso wetlands just sth of Huacho. 
 

12. White-cheeked Pintail (Anas bahamensis)   Common at at El Paraiso wetlands just sth of Huacho. 
 

13. Yellow-billed Pintail (South American) (Anas georgica spinicauda/niceforoi)   A few noted. 
 

14. Yellow-billed Teal (oxyptera) (Anas flavirostris oxyptera)   A few noted. 
 

15. Andean Duck (Oxyura ferruginea ferruginea)   Several at Junin, the lakes along the road to Calabaza and at PN Huascaran. 
 

16. Speckled Chachalaca (Speckled) (Ortalis guttata guttata/subaffinis)   3, Calabaza rd, and common at Hacienda Amorique. 
 

17. Andean Guan (Penelope montagnii)   4 birds noted in all. 
 

                     
18. WHITE-WINGED  GUAN (Penelope albipennis)   4 birds seen and another 2 heard only, Jun 15

th
 Quebrada Frejolillo, Limon.  

       No sign the evening before.  Just the one bird found sitting quietly at the top of the Quebrada where the trail crosses the bend 
in the river.  

Andean Tinamou Curve-billed Tinamou 
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19. Lesser Nighthawk (Chordeiles acutipennis)   A few birds seen in the evening up in the Tumbes and down around Lomas de Asia. 
 
20. Pauraque (Nyctidromus albicollis)   Heard only at Lake Onconal. 
 
21. ANTHONY'S NIGHTJAR (Nyctidromus anthonyi)   Single birds on 14

th
-15

th
 Jun and at least 8 heard in the morning of the 15

th
  

around Limon on the walk to the Quebrada. The first bird on 14
th

 was just around the houses at Limon at the road junction at 
dusk.  

  
22. Tschudi's Nightjar (Systellura decussata)   2 at Lomas de Asia at dusk were seen close several times perched and in flight. 
 

   
23. Lyre-tailed Nightjar (Uropsalis lyra)   A female, Jun 27

th
 Calabaza village opposite the restaurant. 

 

 
24. Ocellated Poorwill (Nyctiphrynus ocellatus)   2 birds seen and another 8 calling at Hacienda Amorique. 

 
25. Chestnut-collared Swift (Streptoprocne rutila)    

A few seen on 1
st
, 5

th
 and also 8

th
 Jul (photos) at  

Cochabamba flying up and down at eye level. 
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26. White-collared Swift (Streptoprocne zonaris)   A big flock along the road on Jul 5
th

. 
 

27. Andean Swift (Aeronautes andecolus)   Several small groups up in the Andes. 
 

28. WHITE-BROWED HERMIT (Phaethornis stuarti)   2-3 birds, Jul 4
th

 and 1 on 5
th

, Hacienda Amorique. 
 

29. Green Hermit (Phaethornis guy)   2 at Hacienda Amorique. 
 

  
30. Geoffroy's Daggerbill (Schistes geoffroyi)   2 birds with 1 photod at Hacienda Amorique above left. 

  
31. Lesser Violetear (Andean) (Colibri cyanotus [cyanotus-group])   Several at Hacienda Amorique. 

 
32. Sparkling Violetear (Colibri coruscans)   Common at altitude calling and scrapping incessantly above right. 

 
33. Amethyst-throated Sunangel (Heliangelus amethysticollis)   1+ Carpish Tunnel. 

 
34. Speckled Hummingbird (Speckled) (Adelomyia melanogenys [melanogenys-group])   A few noted. 

 
35. Long-tailed Sylph (Aglaiocercus kingii)   c6 Calabaza Rd and 1 on Jun 20

th
. 

 

  
36. BRONZE-TAILED COMET (Polyonymus caroli)   2+, Jun 20

th
, 4 on 21

st
 San Pedro de Castra (photos above. 

Also a male sth of Huancayo and 5 at Valle Marca. 

Geoffroy's Daggerbill 

Sparkling Violetear 


