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1. INTRODUCTION  

During the preparation for this trip, I was surprised to find relatively few reports of (semi-)independent trips to 

the Philippines. This encouraged me to share our adventures on Luzon in November 2023 – even though I was 

very sure I wouldn’t write a report this time before we left! Even though we had 15 days to spend, we decided 

to stay on Luzon only. Given the number of specialties and good birding sites the island has to offer, this is by no 

means too much. It is in fact too little. Luzon deserves far more time than it usually gets! It is so swarmed with 

endemics that we couldn’t even cover some of the more remote sites in the north, that hold yet another series 

of goodies. By staying on one island the trip was less rushed. It was also relaxing not having to take domestic 

flights. For me, it was my second time on the island, though my previous visit was a rather brief one. Luzon is 

easy going, with friendly folks and (fortunately) still some beautiful forested areas. The sites we visited were La 

Mesa Eco Park, Tanza, Infanta Road (‘Jariel’s Peak’), Candaba, Mt. Polis, Subic Bay and Mt. Makiling. For Infanta, 

Candaba (a stop-over during a long ride) and Mt. Polis we used the services of the recommended bird guide Irene 

Dy. The other sites were covered independently. As part of the preparation for a future Helm guide, my main 

goal was observing the endemic Negros and Lemon-throated Leaf Warbler, as well as wintering Kamchatka Leaf 

Warbler (mission accomplished!). Of course we tried to see as many other species in the process. In all we 

managed to find 217 species (plus three category C species), 93 being Philippine endemics and five near-endemic. 

A fair bit of terrible traffic in a few places and some persistent bad weather on three days were the only hurdles 

we witnessed, meaning we had a great trip. We can’t wait to go back to (remote) Luzon at some point.  

Figure 1. Flame-breasted Fruit-dove was one of the highlights of the trip, Mt. Polis, Luzon, Philippines, 19 November 2023. 

  



2. SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Endemics confined to (Greater) Luzon (and in some cases Luzon and Mindoro): Flame-breasted Fruit-dove, Luzon 

Bleeding-heart (heard only, so also a missed species), Rufous Coucal, Red-crested & Scale-feathered Malkoha, 

Philippine & Luzon Scops-owl, Philippine Hawk-eagle, Luzon Hornbill, Luzon Flameback, Northern Sooty 

Woodpecker, Montane & Green Racquet-tail, Whiskered Pitta, Blackish Cuckoo-shrike, Green-backed Whistler, 

Blue-headed Fantail, Green-backed & Grey-backed Tailorbird, Bicol Ground-warbler, Long-tailed, Benguet & 

Philippine Bush Warbler, Calabarzon & Chestnut-faced Babbler, Long-billed Rhabdornis, Ashy Thrush, White-

browed Shama, Luzon Redstart, Yellow-crowned Flowerpecker and Flaming Sunbird. Potential splits of Philippine 

endemics that might become full (Greater) Luzon endemics: ‘Northern’ Rufous Hornbill, ‘Northern’ Indigo-

banded Kingfisher, ‘Luzon’ Spotted Kingfisher, Metallic-winged (‘Luzon’) Sunbird and White-bellied (‘Buzzing’) 

Flowerpecker. More widespread highlights included Philippine Eagle Owl, Philippine Honey-buzzard (not an easy 

bird), Purple Needletail (because it is so cool and we put a lot of effort in it), Mountain Shrike, Lemon-throated, 

Negros & Kamchatka Leaf Warbler and Middendorff’s Grasshopper Warbler (difficult outside the Philippines).     

Figure 2. We focussed on the Luzon endemics, but we also saw many other Philippine endemics, like the gorgeous Sulphur-billed Nuthatch, 

Mt. Polis, 20 November 2013 

MISSED SPECIES  

Species missed despite efforts: Cream-bellied Fruit-dove, only distantly hearing but not seeing Luzon Bleeding-

heart, Spotted Buttonquail and White-fronted Tit. Doable Luzon endemics that were not included in our itinerary 

were Spotted Imperial Pigeon, Isabela Oriole, White-lored Oriole, Golden-crowned Babbler, Luzon Striped-

babbler, Blue-breasted Blue Flycatcher, Sierra Madre Ground-warbler and Cordillera Ground-warbler. Visiting 2-

3 additional sites in the far north is needed to have a chance at those. Furthermore there is some extremely 

difficult to downright near-mythical stuff that virtually no one ever sees: Luzon Buttonquail, Luzon Rail, Furtive 

Flycatcher and Luzon Jungle-flycatcher.   



3. ITINERARY AND BIRDING SITES 

12 November 2023 Home – Amsterdam – Hong Kong – Manila. 

13 November 2023 Arrival Metro Manila, transfer to hotel in Quezon City near La Mesa Ecopark. 

Afternoon birding around entrance La Mesa Ecopark. 

14 November 2023 La Mesa Ecopark in the morning, Tanza mudflats in the afternoon. 

15 November 2023 (Very) early morning pick-up by Irene Dy in Quezon, drive to Jariel’s Peak. Nearly full 

day at Infanto Road. 

16 November 2023 Full day at Infanta Road/ Jariel’s Peak.  

17 November 2023 Full morning Infanta Road/ Jariel’s Peak, afternoon to and night in Palo alto and then 

drive Quezon. 

18 November 2023 Drive from Quezon to Mt. Polis, with birding stops at Total gas station swamp, Candaba 

and Burncay bridge.  

19 November 2023 Full day at Mt. Polis.  

20 November 2023 Full day at Mt. Polis.  

21 November 2023 Transfer from Mt. Polis to Subic. Birding stops at Burncay bridge and Santa Fe. Drop-

off at car rental near Clark Airport at Angeles. Drove to Subic Bay after saying goodbye 

to Irene. 

22 November 2023 Full day at Subic Bay. 

23 November 2023 Full day at Subic Bay. 

24 November 2023 Full day at Subic Bay. 

25 November 2023 Transfer from Subic Bay to Angeles. Dropped off car, picked up by driver. Transfer to 

Los Baños. Afternoon completely washed away by pooring rain, no birding possible.  

26 November 2023 Full day at Mt. Makiling, but morning washed away.  

27 November 2023 Morning at Mt. Makiling. Afternoon transfer to Metro Manila. Evening flight to Hong 

Kong delayed.  

28 November 2023 Detour through London due to delayed flight earlier. London – Amsterdam – home.  

 

BIRDING SITES 

See map (Figure 3): (1) La Mesa Ecopark offers a nice and relaxed general introduction to Philippine birding right 

in Metro Manila. The site has one specialty: Ashy Thrush; (2) Tanza mudflats has loads of wintering waders, gulls 

and terns; (3) Infanta Road/ Jariel’s Peak has great low-mountain forest birding on offer; (4) from this Total gas 

station along the toll road you can oversee a swamp: this is the most accessible site for Philippine Swamphen; 

(5) Candaba Marsh is great for countryside and marsh birding, with many ducks and waders; (6) Mt. Polis has 

high altitude cloud forest birding with several Luzon endemics not available at any of the other regular birding 



sites; (7) Subic Bay is a species rich, fairly pristine lowland forest (the only easily accessible one on Luzon); and 

(8) Mt. Makiling offers proper hill forest birding.  

In general the time spend per site was well planned, accept for Subic where we had ‘too much’ time. This meant 

two days of very relaxed birding, which was actually great! Candaba actually deserves more time than the two 

hours we spent there on our way to Mt. Polis.  

Figure 3. Visited birding sites. 1= La Mesa Ecopark // 2= Tanza mudlfats // 3= Infanta Road/ Jariel’s Peak // 4= Total gas 

station swamp // 5= Candaba // 6=Mt. Polis // 7= Subic Bay // 8= Mt. Makiling. Not included on the map: Palo Alto.  



 

Figure 4. We fared well on the night birds, finding all possible endemic owls including Luzon Scops Owl, Infanta Road, 16 November 

2023. We furthermore saw all of Luzon’s nightjars, including the very recently split Chirruping.   

Figure 5. We saw all eight possible swifts, with five of them being Philippine endemics. We saved the most spectacular one, the near-

endemic Purple Needletail, for the final minutes of the trip, Mt. Makiling, 27 November 2023. 



4. LOGISTICS 

TIMING AND WEATHER 

The northern winter is perpect for birding, with residents being complemented by wintering species. The driest 

months are December – March, while the typhoon season is from June to mid-October. November is therefore 

in the “shoulder season”. An advantage of going early in the season is that it is much hotter later in winter, and 

that guides, accomodation etc are more easily available. We for instance booked rather last minute. We did 

witness serious rain along Infanta Road (one afternoon washed away) and Makiling (birding even impossible first 

afternoon, and very hard next morning). During one night at Infanta and on both late afternoons and early 

evenings at Mt. Polis, low cloud cover (sometimes with a drizzle) resulted in thick mist, forcing us to cancel our 

attempts to find night birds and cloud rats. Otherwise it was very sunny. Temperatures varied from warm (never 

scorching hot) in the lowlands, to fairly chilly in the high mountains early in the morning.  

FLIGHTS 

There are no longer direct flights between Amsterdam and Manila. Flying through Hong Kong with the always 

reliable Cathay Pacific was both the fastest and cheapest option. Leg space was good, even for tall Dutch guys 

and the food was better than on most flights (icecream for desert!). 

VISA 

No visa needed. We did have to fill in a health declaration form before departure – a vague reminder of the 

COVID era. 

LANGUAGE 

On Luzon Tagalog is the main language, but virtually everybody spoke English to some degree, ranging from basic 

to very good.  

GUIDING 

Irene Dy arranged everything between 15-21 November: transport, hotels, access to otherwise disclosed sites 

etc. Irene comes highly recommended. Everything was paid for in advance, except for food that we paid on the 

spot (also for her). She knows her stuff, has many stake-outs, keeps track of which birds are still ‘needed’ and 

keeps adjusting the strategy to increase those chances. She has no problems with long days in the field (she 

thought we were only reasonably fanatic), does not give up, is highly energetic (does she ever get tired?) and is 

fun to hang out with. We had plenty of good laughs, but also interesting conversations about various things. We 

took the fact that she talks to virtually every dog crossing our path (and I’ve never seen so many dogs as on the 

Philippines!) for granted. I mean, I talk to myself.  

Irene Dy: Facebook 

WhatsApp: +63 908 721 2775 

ACCOMODATION AND FOOD 

Quezon City: Spiral Suits 

Double room, booked at Booking.com (€39/2n). Looks run down from the outside, but while basic, the rooms 

are just fine. Nice roof terrace restaurant (but no elevator to the 5th floor). The best thing about it, is that it is 

within walking distance of La Mesa Ecopark (little over 1km).  Safe neighbourhood. PS Irene also booked a room 

in a very large hotel in downtown Quezon after we’d returned from Infanta Rd, of which I did not take any notes.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/irenacaynogaster2012
https://booking.com/hotel/ph/spiral-suites.nl.html?aid=304142


Infanta Road: Riders’ Rest Shop 

New motel (Google only indicates a restaurant) with fine rooms. Proper restaurant. During weekdays normally 

only open for lunch, but Irene arranged we could have diner there. Bring your own beers. Water and breakfast 

bought in advance. Note there are no shops around the birding sites. Avoid weekends, when the area is packed 

with bikers.  

Banaue: Banaue Greenfields and restaurants 

Irene brought us to a very lovely guesthouse at the edge of town, overlooking some rice terraces and a forest 

edge. Also available on Booking.com (4.7* top rating). The owner (another Irene) cooks lovely fresh food. Takes 

a bit longer since it is fresh (agree on a time beforehand), but well worth the wait. There are no options to stay 

close to the birding sites, the top is some 45 minutes away. There is however a fine restaurant with great vistas 

NW of the top where you can stop for lunch (16.982101, 121.022593). Breakfast half way between the guest 

house and the top, at a road side shop. It opens early, long-distance overnight buses stop there for breakfast as 

well (ZeDi Enterprises; 16.9559, 121.0540). 

Subic Bay: Forest Nest 

Apartment booked at Airbnb from ‘superhost’ (so no hassle) Tamara, 4,85* rating (€160/4n). On the top floor of 

a former navy staff apartment block, with forest views (with great birds!). Very nice and clean, with everything 

you need. Sleeps up to four (including one double bed). Only one restaurant was open in the Freeport area during 

our stay, but at walking distance. Several 7-Elevens in the area. The apartment had a kitchen where we made 

breakfast and lunch.  

Los Baños: DMS Hotel Apartelle  

Booked at Booking.com (modest 7,7 rating), € 76/2n for a single. Basic rooms, a bit distant from the birding 

action, but friendly folks. No restaurant. At a dead end street, no short cuts so a bit of a detour to get to the 

Makiling access road (or a restaurant).  

Food 

We did not save money on food prices and drinks. We paid 600-1000 pesos (€12-20) per diner with drinks (incl. 

beers), including tips for the two of us.   

CAR RENTAL AND DRIVING 

I booked a driver at Booking.com to pick us up from the airport, as on previous trips. It is without a doubt more 

expensive (37 euros, 1½ hours) than a regular taxi, but it is hassle free and very affordable compared to Dutch 

standards. The driver will text you in advance and waits for you with a sign. In general the toll roads are fine, and 

the mountain roads were fairly quiet. But for Metro Manila/ Quezon City, the toll free roads in the lowlands, Los 

Baños etc I only have one word: chaos. Or two more actually: ‘extremely slow’. With so many tricycles and 

jeepneys, Luzon was one big traffic jam. Travelling time therefore is much longer than the distances (or 

GoogleMaps) suggest. It for instance took 1½-2 hours one way to Tanza (leaving us with only 1.15 minutes to 

bird there before dusk). Though people generally tend to give way to others, driving in crowded places seemed 

chaotic. The self-driven part of our trip was however without problems: we rented a car at Clark Freeport Zone 

(a former US air base) and drove to Subic Bay Freeport Zone (a former US naval base). In these Freeport Zones 

the roads are fantastic, there is little traffic and slow vehicles are not allowed. The easiest driving I have ever 

seen in all of Asia. Or perhaps the world! We rented a scratched, not too new Honda City from Hertz (144 euros 

for five days). The office was difficult to find, hidden in a non-descript building, while GoogleMaps send us to the 

wrong street. After we asked for directions it all worked out. Taxis in Metro Manila use metres and are very 

https://www.airbnb.nl/rooms/20624861?adults=2&location=Subic%20Bay%20Freeport%20Zone%2C%20Central%20Luzon%2C%20Philippines&check_in=2023-11-21&check_out=2023-11-25&source_impression_id=p3_1696419607_9ANlYmyDRxpjr89O&previous_page_section_name=1001&federated_search_id=598ac413-73b5-4514-ab7f-0ecc4877a458&_set_bev_on_new_domain=1702809035_ZDNmMGYyMGIyOGRh


affordable (e.g. 600 pesos for 1.5 hrs, incl. tips). For the final stretch (Clark – Makiling – Manila) we hired a car 

with driver (www.filipinotravel.com.ph; € 350,- for 3 days).  

DATA ROAMING 

Gerjon used an eSIM from Maya Mobile ($22 for 10GB for 15 days). I bought a local SIM at the airport (easy to 

find at the exit door). SMART is apparently the most reliable provider. I paid 1600 pesos (26 euros) for unlimited 

data but without a calling option for 30 days (I only needed 15 days, but available packages for a month only). 

Coverage is good in larger towns and cities, but restricted to unavailable in remote areas, especially at Jariel’s 

Peak and the birding sites at Mt. Polis. All hotels had WiFi.   

POWER PLUGS 

220V. I came across A, B and C sockets.  

REFERENCES 

Books 

Our main reference for field identification was:  

Allen, D., Berryman 2020.  Birds of the Philippines. Lynx and BirdLife International Field Guides, Lynx Edicions, 

Barcelona.  

At home during the preparation I also used: 

Kennedy, R.S., Gozales, P. C., Dickinson, E.C., Miranda, H.C. & Fischer, T.H. 2000. A guide to the birds of the 

Philippines.  Oxford University Press, Oxford.  

Apps & websites 

The Merlin App (Philippine package) provided additional info, though (at the time?) no bird sounds where 

available for almost all of the endemics. 

Xeno-canto.org and the Macauly Library were pivotal references for bird calls and songs. We downloaded 

recordings of all endemics to our phones.  

We furthermore used eBird.org and Observation.org for the preparation per birding site.  

Trip reports (all downloaded from CloudBirders.com)  

Rob Gordijn & Helen Rijkes (2017): Luzon & Palawan.  

Petri Hottola (2016): La Mesa Ecopark 

Sjoerd Radstaak (2013) Birding in the Philippines 

Marianne & Thierry Quelennec (2019): Luzon, the Philipppines 
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http://www.filipinotravel.com.ph/


5. BIRDING SITES 

LA MESA ECOPARK (13-14 NOVEMBER) 

Habitat: city park with tiny forest fragments 

Specialties: Ashy Thrush, general introduction to Luzon/Philippine birding 

One afternoon around the edges, one morning inside this city park, that is part of Manila’s watershed. Although 

there are no species you cannot see anywhere else, Ashy Thrush is a specialty. Of the regularly visited sites the 

only other place to see it is Mt. Makiling, but given the secretive nature of the species, it might be wise to have 

a back-up site. In general, La Mesa Ecopark offers a fine and relaxed first morning. It is right within the boundaries 

of Metro Manila, in NE Quezon, in the Fairview neighbourhood. Don´t expect too much though: it really is a city 

park, with only tiny fragments of interesting habitat. It is also small, about 750 by 300 meters. The number of 

species that has been recorded is however impressive. This area therefore offers a great way to acclimatise 

shortly after arrival. The area north of the watershed is reportedly better for birding (same opening hrs).  

Figure 6. La Mesa Ecopark is a city park that holds quite a few good birds. 

Mind that the opening hours have changed since the COVID-19 pandemic, and that they are simply annoying! 

On our day of arrival (a Friday) we rushed to the park and arrived at 14.00, only to find it closed. Weekends: 6.00-

15.00, weekdays 6.00-12.00 (formerly: 6.00-17.00!). Entrance fee: 50 pesos. The nice guard asked his manager if 

we were allowed in anyway, but to no avail. We birded the borders of the park, but annoyingly it was difficult to 

find green areas (the park is not fenced but walled). Once inside, the park is quite run-down. Ashy Thrushes can 

be found in the La Mesa Butterfly Haven area (no longer operating), and east of what is named Petron 

Amphitheater on the map (Figure 5). The latter area has the best patch of forest, but note that the trails were 

closed when we got there. We climbed the fence and got in illegally. Best birds there where Rufous Paradise 

Flycatcher (a good bird!) and Brown-headed Thrush, both trip exclusives. Green-backed Tailorbirds were quite 



common, but in general it was disappointingly silent. And no sign of the thrush, despite spending more than 2 

hrs. in this small area. We finally found one in the forest patch at the (former) Butterfly Haven, when we were 

about to leave the park, though views were brief. Common endemics not mentioned before in and around the 

park included Grey-rumped Swiftlet, Philippine Serpent Eagle (along the entrance road; uncommon here), 

Brown-breasted Kingfisher, Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker, Elegant Tit, Philippine Bulbul, Philippine Pied Fantail, 

Red-keeled Flowerpecker and Garden Sunbird. 

Figure 7. La Mesa Ecoopark. Entrance is near ‘CGG Gift Studio’ on the map. Best birding areas area around La Mesa Butterfly Haven and 

east of Petrron Amfitheater.  

Figure 8. Red-keeled Flowerpecker. Though this one was photographed in Subic Bay, La Mesa Ecopark offers a good chance for the first 

views of this widespread Philippine endemic.  



TANZA, QUEZON (14 NOVEMBER) 

Habitat: intertidal mudflats 

Specialties: waders, terns, gulls 

This is an important and spectacular high tide roost in NW Manila Bay for waders, gulls and terns.  After a morning 

in La Mesa Ecopark and lunch, we took a taxi to this site (Navotas Tanza Baywalk on GoogleMaps). Frustratingly, 

this site is highly threatened by land reclamation for a new airport, with little other areas for the birds to go to. 

Traffic in Metro Manila is hell. The taxi ride (600 one way incl. tips) took about 1.5 hrs, and over 2 hrs to get back. 

We had less than 1.5 hrs before sunset when we finally got there. Since it looked like an area where finding a taxi 

back was rather difficult (to say the least), we asked the driver to wait. He was happy with the perspective of 

having another long ride with customers. The Tanza area is quite large and the tides matter. When we got there 

the tide was intermediate, but many birds were present. We birded from the border of the dirt (sand) road and 

the surfaced road. The dirt road is fenced off by the reclamation company, and we were not allowed in by the 

guard. Wader watching was great and 1.15 hrs. was far too brief to do the area justice!  We didn’t see any 

particular goodies in such a short time, but we did see many 100s of waders and terns. The diversity was 

impressive and we saw no less than ten trip exclusives. Therefore this site should not be skipped on a trip to 

Luzon, it’s worth spending some time here!  

 

Figure 9. Tanza area. We mainly birded the SW corner on the map.  



Figure 10. Marsh Sandpipers and Redshanks at land being reclaimed, Tanza, 14 November 2023. 

Figure 11. Whiskered Terns are common at Tanza, and offer great views, 14 November 2023. 

  



INFANTA ROAD/ JARIEL’S PEAK (15-17 NOVEMBER) 

Habitat: lower mountain forests 

Specialties: endemic hotspot, with e.g. Flame-breasted, Yellow-breasted and Cream-bellied Fruit-doves (latter 

missed by us), (Northern) Rufous Hornbill, Luzon Scops-owl, Bicol Ground-warbler, Whiskered Pitta, Lemon-

throated Leaf Warbler, Calabarzon Babbler, Yellowish White-eye, Grand Rhabdornis (if lucky: we were), Flaming 

Sunbird.  

Figure 12. The good birding area of Infanta Road starts around the blue arrow on the map. 

Figure 13. Forested Hills along the road between Metro Manila and Infanta, with (Northern) Rufous Hornbill. It took a lot of effort to find 

this species, 17 November 2023.  

Irene picked us up in front of our hotel at 3.15 AM and after a brief introduction we were off to the southern 

part of the Sierra Madre mountain range. The real birding began! This area with low mountain roadside forests 

was only found to be a good birding site as recent as 2017. It turned out to be a great alternative for a trekking 

further north in the Sierra Madre, though the species composition is slightly different from the sites visited in 



the past (for instance Calabarzon vs. Golden-crowned Babbler and Bicol vs. Sierra Madre Ground-warbler). 

Jariel’s Peak is named after a restaurant in the area (14.5634, 121.4969), but the actual birding is best a little bit 

further northeast (start birding once proper forest reaches all the way to the roadside). This area holds nearly all 

specialties, including night birds like Luzon Scops Owl. Irene had a lot of personal stake-outs, that she worked 

hard for. It would therefore be unfair to be very specific on exact sites for target birds. Due to local contacts, she 

also has access to several undisclosed sites (like for Whiskered Pitta): a great reason to use her services. We 

however also saw many specialties by birding the road which is great if you cannot afford hiring a guide, or prefer 

finding your own birds. Traffic is fairly slow as long as you avoid weekend when this is something of a motorbike 

riders hotspot. It is often possible to climb up into the forest at the northwestern side of the road if you hear a 

goodie (the southeastern part is mainly fenced and private property), though the hills are often steep. Flocks are 

fairly easy to find and (could) include Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Whistler, Yellowish White-

eye, Elegant Tit, Sulphur-billed Nuthatch, Blue-headed Fantail and (though not easy) Lemon-throated Leaf-

warbler. Great birds we heard and/or saw along the road included Amethyst Brown-dove, Flame-breasted 

(heard) and Yellow-breasted Fruit-dove, Philippine Hawk-cuckoo (heard), Philippine Fairy-bluebird (common), 

Bicol Ground-warbler (heard; we only got views on private property), Flaming Sunbird and both Buzzing 

(common) and Olive-backed Flowerpeckers (scarce). Further northeast there’s lower altitude forests. This is a 

good area for (Northern) Rufous Hornbill. We spent a lot of time looking for them, but didn’t see them until our 

final stop on the second day at the Querocep Bridge (14.634, 121.538) 

 
Figure 14. Brown-throated Kingfisher, Infanta Road, 16 November 
2023. 

 
Figure 15. Philippine Trogon, female, Infanta Road, 17 November 
2023. 

 

 
Figure 16. White-browed Shama, male, Infanta Road, 15 
November 2023. 

 
Figure 17. Philippine Fairy-Bluebird Infanta Road, 15 November 
2023. 

 

PALO ALTO TAMBAYAN (17 NOVEMBER) 

Habitat: countryside, forest edge 

Specialties: countryside birds, night birding, Chirruping and Philippine Nightjars, Philippine Eagle Owl.  



This very seems like a site that will no longer be productive in the near future. This fairly large area between 

Jariel´s Peak and Metro Manila (14.6108, 121.2982) has been cleared for a housing project, but the road 

infrastructure has already been built. The site is fenced, and there’s a guard, but Irene had access. For now, only 

very few houses have actually been built, but this will undoubtedly change in the future. The area offers 

countryside birding with forested edges. Philippine Honey-buzzard was the best bird during the day. The night 

birding was great. The open areas hold the recently split Chirruping Nightjar, there was Philippine Nightjar along 

the forest edge. On the way back to Quezon city we stopped at an undisclosed site and saw two wailing Philippine 

Eagle Owls.  

Figure 18. Philippine Honey-buzzard is not an easy bird to find and sightings are outnumbered by those of Oriental Honey-buzzard. After 

a possible bird at Infanta we were lucky to find this soaring immature at Palo Alto, 17 November 2023. 

CANDABA AND ADJACENT MARSHES (18 NOVEMBER) 

Habitat: countryside, rice fields, marshes, lakes 

Specialties: wildfowl, waders, herons, Philippine Duck, Philippine Swamphen, Middendorf’s Grasshopper 

Warbler. 

We visited the area on our way to the next site: long enough to see the most important species, but way too 

short to do the area justice. We knew this in advance, yet it felt a bit unfulfilled. With more time at hand, you 

can easily spend a day here. The first stop was at a Total gas station along the E1 toll road between Manila and 

Angeles (14.9764, 120.7589). It’s a large gas station, with shops and plenty of areas for breakfast or a coffee. 

From the back (14.9774, 120.7595) you can oversee a marsh. The light was not great in the morning, and you’ll 

have to look through a fence, but this is any easily accessible site for Philippine Swamphen (though it took some 

scanning before we found two). We also taped in a Middendorf’s Grasshopper Warbler. We then moved to 

Candaba. At the start of Rubythroat Avenue (I kid you not!) there was a nice lake with thousands of ducks of six 

species, with Garganey being the most abundant one. Several small flocks of up to five Philippine Ducks were 

found amongst them (15.0717, 120.8736).  There are many rice fields, the trick is to drive around and find those 

that hold a good number of birds. Some held quite a few waders. We couldn’t find any Sharp-tailed Sandpipers 



during the short time we had, but we enjoyed decent numbers of Long-toed. Trip exclusives included Javan Pond 

Heron and both Yellow and Cinnamon Bitterns. We heard more Middendorf’s Grasshopper Warblers in the area, 

that seemed to be common.  

Figure 19. Philippine Swamphen, seen in a small marsh next to a gas station along the main northern highway. Sometimes life is easy! 18 

November 2023.  

MT. POLIS  (19-21 NOVEMBER)  

Figure 20. Some terraces near the peak of Mt. Polis. The largest and most impressive ones can be found near Banaue. Mt. Polis, 19 

November 2023. 



Habitat: high mountain forests 

Specialties: Flame-breasted Fruit-dove, Bukidnon Woodcock, Luzon Scops-owl, Luzon Raquet-tail, Whiskered 

Pitta, Green-backed Whistler, Chestnut-faced Babbler, Mountain Shrike, Philippine, Long-tailed & Benguet Bush 

Warblers, Philippine Shortwing, Bundok Flychatcher, Luzon Redstart, Yellow-crowned & Fire-breasted 

Flowerpecker, Metallic-winged (‘Luzon’) Sunbird, White-cheeked Bullfinch. And if you strike gold: White-

browed Jungle-flycatcher.  

 
Figure 21. Flame-breasted Fruit-dove is a price bird at Mt. Polis, 
but not a guaranteed tick.  

 
Figure 22. The range-restricted Chestnut-faced Babbler moves 
around in flocks at Mt. Polis and is easy to find.  

 

 
Figure 23. Luzon Bush-warbler is fairly easy to see, easier than the 
(not so closely related) other endemic Bush-warblers of the area.  

 
Figure 24. Yellow-crowned Flowerpecker (this is the female) was 
recently split from Flame-crested and is now a Luzon endemic. 

 

The classic birding site of the north. At 1895m ASL there is some nice mountain scenery. The area holds several 

Luzon endemics and additional specialties you won’t find at any of the other regular birding sites. The area is 

famous for its rice terraces that are up to 2000 years old, attracting ‘regular’ tourists. It’s recommended to have 

a quick look, especially around Banaue (the town has all facilities you need). All good birds can be seen from the 

road around the top (45 minutes from Banaue), just look for good roadside forest and get out. The Virgin Maria 

statue at the tiny roadside village at the top marks the starting point for the birding. We spend two full days in 

the area, which was perfect. We managed to find all targets except the very rarely seen White-browed Jungle-

flycatcher. While we were there, the weather behaved during the mornings and early afternoons, but at the end 

of the day and early evening clouds rolled in, resulting in thick fog at this altitude. Apparently there’s a trail 

behind the Maria statue somewhere, but it takes quite a walk along the terraces to reach the forest. The 

countryside around the statue does have Mountain Shrike, a species that only occurs on N Luzon and N 

Mindanao. It took quite some effort and we didn’t see it until our final afternoon. Of course we stumbled upon 

another one immediately after. How typical! The roadside forest a bit further northeast was excellent and we 

spend hours there on both days. Most specialties were easily found. In the morning flocks move around with 

Green-backed Whistlers, Chestnut-faced Babblers, Blue-headed Fantails, Negros Leaf Warblers, Little Pied 



Flycatchers, with the occasional Turquoise or Bundok Flycatcher thrown in. Elegant Tits and Sulphur-billed 

Nuthatches are also common in the area, but a bit lower down the mountain only. Philippine and to a lesser 

extent Long-tailed Bush Warblers were regularly heard in the scrub, as was Philippine Shortwing. The first one is 

relatively easy to see (I’ve even seen one without using tape), the other two require a bit more work but. Of the 

smaller stuff, Metallic-winged Sunbird and the recently split Fire-throated Flowerpecker (now a Philippine 

endemic; split from Flame-throated) are fairly easy to find. We only saw one pair of Yellow-crowned 

Flowerpeckers (but on two consecutive days), a specialty of the mountain. Especially the female showed well. 

Then it becomes harder. Flame-breasted Fruit-dove was calling from four sites (we found one) on the first 

morning, but remained dead silent the next day. This can be a tricky bird to find. This used to be a classic site for 

Whiskered Pitta, but apparently they have become harder to find. We heard one calling in the distance, but 

forest access is a problem on these steep slopes. Benguet Bush Warbler is a range-restricted specialty. It does 

not occur around the top, but lower down. Remarkably (and unlike the related Long-tailed) it only seemed to 

occur on the northern slope of the mountain, not the southern. Navigate to the Bay-yo rice terraces view point 

(see figure 20 for the view; 17.0119, 121.0172). The road down there has a few pairs. Of the three species in this 

area that bear the name Bush Warbler, this is the toughest one to see (though it is quite easy to hear in the right 

areas). The most difficult target birds include the Luzon Raquet-tail. We had one fly-by during the first hour on 

the first morning only, at the first area with proper forest north of the statue. There are no specific sites for it, 

you just need a bit of luck stumbling into one. Getting to see one perched is even harder. White-cheeked Bullfinch 

was a bit of a nightmare for us and we spend many hours looking for it, until two duos finally crossed the road in 

front of me at the Raquet-tail site on the final day, calling and then briefly perching in a tree. I ran down the road 

(no phone connection here) to get the others, but unfortunately they were gone when we returned. That leaves 

Luzon Redstart and Bukidnon Woodcock for which Irene both has her personal stake-outs that she worked hard 

for, so again it would be wrong to share these (sorry). The redstarts probably occur at many sites along the river 

north of the top (you’ll see it running through the valley), but access to the valley is limited and will take quite a 

walk.  

Figure 25. One of my goals for this trip was to spend some time with the endemic Phylloscopus like this Negros Leaf Warbler, Mt. Polis, 20 

November 2023.  



Other good birds seen in the process included Scale-feathered Malkoha, Philippine Cuckoo-dove (trip exclusive), 

Philippine Scops Owl and Citrine Canary-flycatcher, plus Plain Bush-hen, Luzon Boobook and Tawny Grassbird 

around the hotel in Banaue. Luzon Scops Owl is also possible, but after the smashing views along Infanta Road 

we did not have a go at it. On the way up (and down) to Banaue, you will pass Burncay bridge at the village of 

Poblacation (16.791, 121.127). This is a great site for Indigo-banded Kingfisher.  

Figure 26. That's not a malkoha, it’s not even a bird! This must be an entity from another planet! Scale-feathered Malkoha, Mt. Polis, 19 

November 2023. 

SUBIC BAY (22-24 NOVEMBER)  

Habitat: lowland rain forest 

Specialties: Philippine Green-pigeon, Rufous Coucal, Red-crested Malkoha, Plain Bush-hen, Philippine Hawk-

eagle, Luzon Hornbill, Northern Sooty Woodpecker, Luzon Flameback, Pied Falconet, Green Racquet-tail, Blue-

naped Parrot, Luzon & Chocolate Boobook, Philippine Eagle-owl, Philippine Nightjar, Blackish Cuckooshrike, 

White-browed Shama, Coleto. Hill 394 has been closed to the public for years now, so White-lored Oriole and 

White-fronted Tit have unfortunately become unavailable, and Purple Needletail more erratic. A few years ago 

the tit was occasionally seen near the entrance gate, but allegedly this territory no longer seems to be present.  

This is the last accessible large area with lowland rainforest on Luzon, within fairly short driving distance from 

Metro Manila (up to 3 hrs). This is a so-called Freeport Zone, that is connected with the one in Angeles (Clark). 

Subic used to be a US naval base, the airport area in Angeles an airbase. Both are connected with triple A highway. 

We drove ourselves, renting a vehicle at Clark. The driving was extremely easy. Within the Freeport Zones, all 

roads are good and there is no slow traffic (no tricycles allowed!). All infrastructure was built by the Americans, 

so Subic looks like an American suburb with apartment blocks. Many apartments are for rent. The apartment 

area is at the edge of the jungle, so there are plenty of good birds around. It was even the easiest site for Blue-

naped Parrot, and other goodies included Philippine Eagle-owl, Western Hooded Pitta and the only Kamchatka 

Leaf Warbler of the trip right in front of our apartment (14.7869, 120.2813). The owl actually deprived me from 

some much needed sleep! Also very nice is the massive flying foxes roost along the entrance road (14.7878, 



120.2732), where two globally threatened species can be seen: the Large Flying Fox and the endemic Golden-

capped Flying-fox (I think the bat with the largest wingspan in the world). The roost is so massive, you can even 

see it on StreetView! Tour groups usually spend up to two days at Subic, with both a local guide that has stake-

outs and an experienced tour leader. Without specific stake-outs we figured three days would be feasible, but 

we managed to see all (reasonable) targets within a day. That meant very relaxed birding during the following 

two days! It actually felt like a hobby – a holiday even.    

Figure 27. Rufous Coucal is a large, noisy bird that moves around in flocks, but that is nonetheless surprisingly difficult to see (well). It 

often hides in tangles, or in dense foliage. We managed to see it on all days during our stay in Subic, but I only managed to photograph it 

on the final day, Subic Bay, 24 November 2023.    

All species you need can be found along Nabasan Road (14.7632, 120.2866). The road is a one-way circuit. Don’t 

go all the way up the resort, take the turn back (14.7669, 120.2738). We birded there twice during the day and 

e.g. saw Philippine Hawk-eagle (reportedly has become scarce), Rufous Coucal, Plain Bush-hen (put the tape on 

the other side of the road and wait in the car for it to cross the road), all four of Luzon’s woodpeckers, the 

falconet, Blackish Cuckooshrike etc. This is also a great stretch for owling at night, which we did once. Taping not 

necessary, just drive the circuit up and down and you will find both boobooks on the wires (mainly Luzon; we 

only saw two Chocolate). The ‘most reliable’ Chocolate was seen near the bend: we saw it all three times we 

drove the circuit that night. Other good sites are the access way to Hill 394. The area around the gate (14.7587, 

120.3020) has a very large dead tree, where we counted 22 species during three visits. At the end of the day it 

was used by many species as a pre-roost. Best were five Green Racquet-tails and a Blue-naped Parrot during the 

first visit. Furthermore we found Hospital Road (14.7857, 120.2933) to be productive, where we saw nearly 

everything we also saw on Nabasan Road. Highlights included a pair of Philippine Falconets, all four woodpeckers 

at the same time in two adjacent trees (!), two Green Racquet-tails, the best views of Rufous Coucal we had (see 

pic), both malkoha’s and a distantly calling Philippine Eagle-owl at night, when we only had Luzon and no 

Chocolate Boobooks on the wires. We tried Apalin trail once, got lucky with a Philippine Hawk-eagle seen through 

a window in the tree cover, but we left the area early due to a thunderstorm. Blackish Cuckoo-shrike was the 

only other good bird seen. 



Some random notes 

• Despite being written as long ago as 2008 (updated in 2013), almost all information on Stijn de Win’s 

website Birding2Asia about Subic Bay by is still accurate and very useful. Use it!  

• The trail in the mangrove park is not maintained and now closed (though it is still easy to get in); the 

boardwalk has collapsed.  

• There’s a gas station just outside the Subic area, on the way to Olongapo. 

• There’s a 7Eleven there, and there’s another shop in the apartment area. 

• During our stay only one restaurant was open (14.7893, 120.2808). The shop is right next to it. 

Figure 28. Luzon Boobook, one of the many we saw along Nabasan Road in the Subic area, 22 November 2023 

MT. MAKILING (25-27 NOVEMBER) 

Habitat: hill forest 

Specialties: Spotted Buttonquail (missed by us), Black-chinned & Yellow-breasted Fruit, Luzon Bleeding-heart, 

Scale-feathered and Red-crested Malkoha, Spotted and Indigo-banded Kingfisher, Philippine Trogon, Purple 

Needletail, Philippine Pitta (missed), Ashy Thrush, Philippine Magpie Robin, Flaming Sunbird.   

Another classic site, some two hrs away from Metro Manila (if traffic behaves) south of the town of Los Baños. 

We planned an afternoon, a full day and a morning here, but the first afternoon and morning were completely 

washed away, limiting our birding time to such a degree that we missed several specialties. Most hotels are a bit 

away from the area, so be careful with your pick if you do not have your own transport. Day tickets (50 pesos) 

can be bought at the entrance gate (14.1516, 121.2339). There are calling Spotted Kingfishers right behind the 

gate. Note that one person has to leave an ID and pick it up on return (probably a way to check if everybody has 

returned from a hike). I couldn’t find the official opening hours, but we were allowed in at 6.00 AM. Vehicles are 

not allowed in the park, so you’ll have to fetch a ride up with one of the motor guys at the gate. I can’t remember 

the price, something in the range of 150-200 pesos. Let them drive all the way up to Agila Base, the end of the 

paved road (ca. 4.5 km). There are some food stalls there. Continue on the unpaved trail from there for bleeding-
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heart, fruit-doves, trogon, Ashy Thrush and Philippine Paradise Flycatcher. Mind that the trail is infested with 

leeches, close to the highest densities I’ve ever seen! Normally it should be quite birdy up there, but in bad 

weather we only found about 15 birds in four hours of hard work (!). We literally saw more leeches than birds! 

We did find two Ashy Thrushes, which was nice (between station 14 and 15, around the large fallen tree that 

blocks the trail) and one trogon, but it was extremely disappointing otherwise. We walked the way back down 

(after a guy at a food stall kindly invited us to shelter for another thunderstorm). After 14.00 the weather 

improved a bit and the birding got slightly better, but it remained a bit of a day to forget. Despite hard work no 

pitta, no (visible) doves. We only heard Black-chinned Fruit-dove (at two sites; they responded to tape but did 

not fly in) and Luzon Bleeding-heart (14.144, 121.231; a bit too far out for a fair chance of seeing it; we got a 

series of song phrases before it fell silent again). Spotted Kingfisher: heard only. We did see both malkoha’s, 

Luzon Hornbill, Flaming Sunbirds and best of all: another Ashy Thrush to cheer us up. The late afternoon was a 

‘crown’ on a disappointing day: we were not allowed to enter the dairy farm, our best shot at Spotted 

Buttonquail. We tried another area that looked promising, but Spotted nor Barred was heard, let alone seen. 

Best bird there was a Plain Bush-hen crossing the road. The next morning – our final 4 hrs of the trip – things 

changed for the better! The weather was great. We started at the university area at a site for Philippine Magpie 

Robin that Irene gave us. Instant success! We then birded the first part of the reserve (with a second shot at the 

Bleeding-heart we heard the day before, to no avail). But after some hard work we finally managed to have 

proper views of Spotted Kingfisher. Brilliant views, actually! We added House Swift, Besra and Grey-faced 

Buzzard to the rip list, enjoyed four or five displaying Philippine Serpent-eagles and two Oriental Honey-buzzards, 

as well as a proper flock of Red-crested Malkoha’s. We finally found Grey-throated Sunbird on our way to the 

botanical gardens, where we birded for the final 45 minutes of our trip. We were hoping for the endemic ssp. of 

Thick-billed Flowerpecker, but saw nothing new. Indigo-banded Kingfisher was not at home at the river either. 

Fortunately we’d seen it already! We left the area, scanning the bushes around the entrance hoping for 

flowerpeckers and sunbirds. Our driver was already waiting for us, with a running engine. I saw a flash 

disappearing behind a tree. Was that a Purple Needletail? We spend a lot of time looking for it at Subic near Hill 

394, without success. But I only saw a woodswallow appearing at the other side of the tree. Darn. What a 

deception. I could have sworn it was larger, but probably I’d just been too eager :-( . Trigger happy. But then it 

happened. ‘Needletail, needletail!’ I started shouting. Brilliant views of two individuals followed before they 

disappeared. And then we did too. What a nice way to end the trip! 

 
Figure 29. Northern Sooty Woodpeckers, a Luzon endemic, can readily be found in the Subic area, 22 November 2023 



6. SPECIES LIST 

Glossary 

Status   
LC = Least Concern VU= Vulnerable CE= Critically Endangered 
NT= Near Threatened EN= Endangered  
   
E= Philippine endemic  
 
HO= heard only 
 

NE= Near endemic LE= Luzon endemic 
 

# Species  Status Comments 

1 Red Junglefowl LC Several heard in Subic, male seen and  one heard at Makiling; all other 
birds HO suspected to be of feral origin (also at Subic and Makiling). 

2 Tufted Duck LC A few dozen at Candaba. 

3 
 

Garganey 
 

LC 
 

A few thousand at Candaba, where the most common duck. One all 
pale, leucistic (?) bird present. 

4 Eurasian Teal LC One found among the loads of Garganeys, undoubtly more present. 

5 Northern Shoveler LC Dozens at Candaba. 

6 Northern Pintail LC A few dozen at Candaba. 

7 
 

Philippine Duck 
 VU – E 

Small numbers (up to 20 in total) in the large flock of ducks at 
Candaba. 

8 Little Grebe LC Two at Candaba. 

9 
 

Red Collared-dove  
(Red Turtle-dove) 

LC 
 

Small numbers in rural areas of the lowlands (e.g. Candaba) 
 

10 
 

(Eastern) Spotted Dove 
 

LC 
 

Small numbers around Metro Manila, surprisingly we didn’t see any 
anywhere else. 

11 Philippine Cuckoo-dove LC - NE A fly-by seen by Gerjon at Mt. Polis 

12 
 
 
 

Luzon Bleeding-heart 
 
 
 

NT – LE 
 
 
 

HO. Our efforts on the ridge trail at Makiling where (quite literally) 
washed away. After a lot of taping we got a response mid-mountain 
while walking back, but after a few series of calls it fell silent. One of 
the most disappointing moments of the trip! 

13 
 

Asian Emerald Dove 
(Grey-capped Emerald Dove) 

LC 
 

In all six seen in the Subic area where they did what Emerald Doves 
do: crossing, or being flushed from the trail.  

14 
 

Zebra Dove 
 

LC 
 

Small numbers in the urban parts in the lowlands, including the 
outskirts of Metro Manila. 

15 
 

White-eared Brown-dove 
 

LC – E 
 

Seen at Infanta, Subic and Makiling, but in all only ten seen, with a 
few more HO. 

16 
 

Amethyst Brown-dove 
 

LC – E 
 

One HO and another one seen well along the higher parts of Infanta; 
responded to tape. 

17 Philippine Green Pigeon LC - E Common at Subic. 

18 
 

Yellow-breasted Fruit-dove 
 

LC – E 
 

One HO at the higher parts of Infanta, one juvenile taped in at the 
lower parts in Rufous Hornbill country, at the lower parts. 

19 
 
 

Flame-breasted Fruit-dove 
 
 

VU – LE 
 
 

One HO at the higher parts of Infanta, no less than 3-4 responded to 
tape at Mt. Polis, where we finally found a perched bird that showed 
well. 

20 
 
 
 

Black-chinned Fruit-dove 
 
 
 

LC – NE 
 
 
 

During the disappointing full day at Makiling, we had one bird 
responding to tape around the picknick site after the weather finally 
cleared. It kept calling back, but did not come closer (and we couldn't 
get closer to the bird either there). A second very distant bird was HO.  

21 Green Imperial-pigeon LC Small numbers seen daily at Subic.  

22 
 
 
 

Rufous Coucal  
 
 
 

LC – LE 
 
 
 

Small flocks seen and heard daily at Subic. Responds to tape, also 
later in the day, but they remain hidden in tangles and thick bushes, 
so getting proper views takes some effort! In all seen 5x (16 
individuals) at five different sites. So do not despair if you can't find 



 
 

 
 

 
 

it, they are everywhere in the area, they just require some time to 
see well. A great late morning activity.   

23 
 
 

Philippine Coucal 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 

Commonly heard throughout. We easily taped one out at Banaue - 
which turned out to be the only one we saw! But it should be easy to 
see more if you try more often. 

24 
 

Red-crested Malkoha 
(Rough-crested Malkoha) 

LC – LE 
 

What a bird! The weirdest malkoha I've ever seen (see next species). 
Small numbers in the Subic area, quite common at Makiling.  

25 
 
 

Scale-feathered Malkoha 
 
 

LC – LE 
 
 

Ok. This is not a malkoha. This is not even a bird. This is an entity from 
another planet. WHAT A CREATURE! One seen at Infanta, one at Mt. 
Polis, two at Subic and in all seven at Makiling.  

26 Brush Cuckoo LC One singing at Mt. Polis. 

27 
 

Philippine Hawk-cuckoo 
 

LC – E 
 

One calling at Infanta unfortunately did not come closer after we 
played the tape. 

28 Great Eared Nightjar LC In all three seen in the Subic area at dusk; remarkably none heard. 

29 Philippine Nightjar LC - E  One HO at Palo Alto, one taped in with another two HO at Subic. 

30 
 
 

Chirruping Nightjar 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 

Split from Savanna shortly before departure, so a last-minute 
addition to the target list! At least three seen and more HO at Palo 
Alto.  

31 
 
 
 
 
 

Purple Needletail 
 
 
 
 
 

LC – NE 
 
 
 
 
 

A magical moment! After having missed it on both Sulawesi and a 
previous visit to the Philippines, we were very keen on finding it. But 
we didn't. No matter how hard we tried (for instance many times at 
the Hill 394 gate at Subic). But during the final minutes of the trip two 
flew by just outside the Botanical Gardens, Makiling. This completed 
the set of all possible swifts for this trip. Save the best (one) for last!  

32 Pygmy Swiftlet LC – E The most common swift at Palo Alto, several at the Burncay Bridge. 

33 
 

Grey-rumped Swiftlet 
 

LC – E 
 

This and following species split from Philippine Glossy Swiftlet earlier 
in 2023. Very common throughout, the default swiftlet (by far).  

34 Ridgetop Swiftlet LC - E Only seen in small numbers at highest parts of Mt. Polis. 

35 
 

Philippine Swiftlet  
 

LC – E 
 

Twice at Mt. Polis by Gerjon, and finally one by myself between Mt. 
Polis and Burncay Bridge. 

36 
 

Ameline Swiftlet 
 

LC – E 
 

Split earlier in 2023 from Uniform Swiftlet. Only two seen (well) at 
Palo Alto, but should be more common than that.  

37 
 

Asian Palm-swift 
 

LC 
 

A few near La Mesa Ecopark and around the Botanical Gardens, 
Makiling. 

38 
 

House Swift 
 

LC 
 

Surprisingly only one seen, on the final morning at Makiling, in a flock 
of Grey-rumped Swiftlets.  

39 
 

Whiskered Treeswift 
 

LC 
 

It is always good to see this stunner. Small numbers at Palo Alto, Mt. 
Polis and Subic.  

40 
 

Barred Rail 
 

LC 
 

One seen and 2-3 HO at La Mesa Ecopark, one seen at the mangrove 
park at Subic, and HO at Palo Alto and Candaba. 

41 
 

Eurasian Moorhen 
 

LC 
 

Small numbers at the Total gas station Swamp, Candaba, Banaue and 
the rural area outside Makiling. 

42 Eurasian Coot LC Small numbers at Candaba. 

43 Philippine Swamphen LC - E Two at the Total gas station swamp.  

44 White-browed Crake LC One at the Total gas station, one at Candaba.  

45 
 
 

Plain Bush-hen 
(Philippine Bush-hen) 
 

LC – E 
 
 

HO at the terraces at Banaue, one seen well at Subic (where five more 
HO), and one seen at a spot for Spotted Buttonquail at Los Baños rural 
area.   

46 White-breasted Waterhen LC Singles at Palo Alto, Total gas station swamp and Candaba.  

47 Black-winged Stilt LC Common at Tanza and at wetlands like Candaba. 

48 Pacific Golden Plover LC Small numbers at the Tanza mudflats. 

49 Little Ringed Plover LC Small numbers at the Tanza mudflats and Candaba. 

50 Siberian Sand Plover LC Small numbers at the Tanza mudflats. 

51 Greater Sand Plover LC Small numbers at the Tanza mudflats. 

52 Kentish Plover LC Small numbers at the Tanza mudflats and Candaba. 

53 Bar-tailed Godwit NT Only one at the Tanza mudflats. 



54 
 
 
 

Bukidnon Woodcock 
 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 
 

HO. The first night we tried at Mt. Polis was covered in thick mist and 
some rain. The second night was only slightly better. One bird was 
heard calling repeatedly, albeit quite distantly and views were 
blocked by the fog.  

55 
 

Swinhoe’s Snipe 
 

LC 
 

Of four snipes flushed at Palo Alto, one was photographed. This 
appeared to be a Swinhoe's based on photographs.  

56 Terek Sandpiper LC Small numbers at the Tanza mudflats. 

57 Common Sandpiper LC Small numbers in suitable habitat throughout. 

58 Green Sandpiper LC Two or three along the small river, Palo Alto.  

59 Marsh Sandpiper LC Dozens at Tanza and Candaba. 

60 Wood Sandpiper LC Common in the Candaba area.  

61 Common Redshank LC Common at Tanza and Candaba. 

62 Common Greenshank LC Small numbers at Tanza and Candaba. 

63 Broad-billed Sandpiper LC Only two at the Tanza mudflats. 

64 Curlew Sandpiper  LC Only two at the Tanza mudflats. 

65 Long-toed Stint LC Six on the Tanza mudflats and up to 25 in the Candaba area. 

66 Red-necked Stint LC 100s on the Tanza mudflats. 

67 Black-headed Gull LC Dozens on the Tanza mudflats. 

68 
 

Gull-billed Tern 
 

LC 
 

Only a few on the Tanza mudflats and one above Quezon, flying over 
our hotel. 

69 
 

Whiskered Tern 
 

LC 
 

Common in suitable habitat in the lowlands, e.g. many at Tanza and 
Candaba. 

70 
 

Common Tern 
 

LC 
 

Three nice blackish billed longipennis between the Whiskered Terns 
at the Tanza mudflats. 

71 Great Crested Tern LC One at sea at the Tanza mudflats.  

72 Cinnamon Bittern LC One at Candaba. 

73 
 

Yellow Bittern 
 

LC 
 

One at the Total gas station, three at Candaba and one somewhere 
along the road.  

74 Black Bittern LC Fly-by at the Total gas station site.  

75 Black-crowned Night-heron LC Small numbers in suitable habitat throughout, even in Quezon.  

76 Little Egret LC  Common in suitable habitat. 

77 
 

Chinese Egret 
 

VU 
 

A single at Tanza, but egrets far from extensively checked there due 
to a lack of time.  

78 Striated Heron LC Only one, at the Tanza mudflats. 

79 Javan Pond-heron LC Only two, at Candaba. 

80 Eastern Cattle Egret LC  Common throughout.  

81 Great Egret LC  Common in suitable habitat. 

82 Medium Egret LC Common in suitable habitat. 

83 Grey Heron LC Only small numbers seen around Candaba. 

84 Purple Heron LC A few around the Total gas station and Candaba and one at Los Baños.  

85 Osprey LC One above La Meso Eco, three singles in the Subic area.  

86 
 

Philippine Honey-buzzard 
 

LC – E 
 

One suspected at Infanta, but not seen well enough. A pale 1cy bird 
at Palo Alto however showed well. Not an easy endemic to find. 

87 
 
 

Oriental Honey-buzzard 
 
 

LC 
 
 

One at Infanta, one at Palo Alto and three at Makiling. The latter 
certainly were of the philippemsis ssp, that have ridiculously long 
vulturine like necks. 

88 
 

Philippine Serpent-eagle 
 

LC – E 
 

A single at La Meso Eco (where it is not easy), two at Infanta, four at 
Subic and four or five (including displaying birds) at Makiling.   

89 
 
 
 
 
 

(North) Philippine Hawk-eagle 
 
 
 
 
 

EN – E 
 
 
 
 
 

Restricted to Luzon and Mindoro. A distant 1cy bird in the same scope 
view as an Eastern Buzzard at Mt. Polis, where they are not very often 
reported, was suspected to be a hawk-eagle. It was however too 
distant to be absolutely sure, despite the lack of logical alternatives 
(large, long-tailed, short-necked, white-headed, wing-shape seemed 
to be of a typical hawk-eagle). Gerjon photographed one at Subic 



while I was busy doing something utterly unimportant, but we saw 
(presumably) the same bird again next day near the Apalin trail.   

90 
 
 

Rufous-bellied Eagle 
 
 

NT 
 
 

Always a delight to see this widespread, but never common bird. Two 
at different sites along the Infanta road and one at Santa Fe, en route 
between Mt. Polis and Subic.  

91 
 

Grey-faced Buzzard 
 

LC 
 

A single bird on the top of a tree in the uni area of Makiling was the 
only one of the trip.  

92 Eastern Marsh Harrier LC Two at Candaba. 

93 Chinese Sparrowhawk LC One at Subic and one at Makiling.  

94 
 
 

Besra 
 
 

LC 
 
 

An undidentified sparrowhawk (Japanese/Besra) at Infanta most 
likely belonged to this species. Two certain ones seen at the uni area, 
Makiling.  

95 White-bellied Sea-eagle LC A 1cy landing in the flying fox roost at Subic caused quite a stir! 

96 Brahminy Kite LC Common in suitable habitat, most notably in the Subic area.  

97 
 

Eastern Buzzard 
(Japanese Buzzard) 

LC 
 

A few seen daily in the Mt. Polis area. This species has a very limited 
distribution on the Philippines.  

98 Eastern Grass Owl LC A road kill along the highway between Subic Bay and Angeles.  

99 
 

Philippine Scops-owl 
(Luzon Lowland Scops-owl) 

LC – LE 
 

Calling birds at Palo Alto, Banaue, Mt. Polis and Makiling. 
 

100 
 

Luzon Scops-owl 
(Luzon Highland Scops-owl) 

NT – LE 
 

Three HO and one brilliantly seen at highest part of Infanta Rd.  
 

101 
 
 
 

Philippine Eagle Owl 
 
 
 

VU – E 
 
 
 

Two seen at undisclosed site and HO at two sites at Subic. One near 
our apartment at Subic woke me up five times in one night, but I was 
too tired to get out (which I regretted the next morning already). The 
other one called distantly at Hospital Road.  

102 
 
 
 

Chocolate Boobook 
 
 
 

NT – E 
 
 
 

Two seen on the wires of Nabasan Road, Subic. This species was never 
heard anywhere in the Subic area. They flew off shortly after we’d put 
our torches on it and therefore seemed less tolerant of disturbance 
than the more common Luzon Boobook.  

103 
 

Luzon Boobook 
 

LC – E 
 

Common in the Subic area, with 11 birds during one night (four seen) 
and three on another (one seen) at two different sites.  

104 
 
 

Philippine Trogon 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 

Two seen at Infanta, where the female showed well. In the dreadful 
weather at Makiling, one was seen very briefly be me only. We 
expected more! 

105 
 
 
 

Luzon Hornbill 
 
 
 

LC – LE 
 
 
 

A male at Palo Alto, small numbers seen daily at Subic and Makiling. 
They are so ugly, that they reminded me of the Indian and African 
hornbills instead of the fantastic SE Asian ones (though I must admit 
that the very obvious sexual dimorphism is nice).  

106 
 
 
 
 
 

(Northern) Rufous Hornbill 
 
 
 
 
 

VU – E 
 
 
 
 
 

If split from its southern congeners, this stunner becomes a Luzon 
endemic. This one gave us quite the runaround. We tried several 
times at the lower parts of Infanta, spending hours looking for them. 
At our final stop for the species, on our final morning in the area four 
suddenly flew by the Querocep bridge, landing in a distant tree where 
they allowed great scope views. 

107 
 
 

Common Kingfisher 
 
 

LC 
 
 

In all five seen throughout the lowlands: in La Mesa Eco, Candaba (2), 
a distant one that tried to fool us at the Burncay Bridge while 
searching for Indigo-banded and one en route.  

108 
 
 
 
 

(Northern) Indigo-banded 
Kingfisher 
 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 
 
 

If split from the Visayan ssp., this becomes a Luzon endemic. A female 
seen from the Burncay Bridge on the way back from Mt. Polis showed 
well, after we’d dipped it on the way up. Gerjon also saw the male 
flashing by. Not found at the stream in the Botanical Gardens at 
Makiling, though we only tried once.  

109 
 
 

Brown-breasted Kingfisher 
(White-throated Kingfisher) 
 

LC – E 
 
 

Small numbers throughout. First one already at La Mesa Eco. In all I 
have registered 20 sightings, from all visited main birding sites except 
Candaba.  



110 
 

Collared Kingfisher 
 

LC – E 
 

Only three seen: one at La Meso Eco, one at Candaba and one in the 
Subic area.  

111 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotted (Wood) Kingfisher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If split from the ssp. on Negros, this becomes a Luzon endemic. In all 
15 heard at Infanta, Burncay Bridge, Subic and Makiling. But boy did 
we have to work hard to get proper views of this forest ninja! We only 
got fly-by's at Infanta, but didn't try too hard since "we would get to 
see it later anyway". But at the Burncay bridge and Subic they did not 
response to tape at all (we tried many times), neither were several 
birds at Makiling. On the final morning at Makiling we were on a 
mission and we finally managed to find two responsive birds. After a 
battle one showed in the canopy, and the other showed brilliantly at 
eye-level. What a bird!  

112 
 

Rufous-crowned Bee-eater 
 

LC – E 
 

Common in the Subic area, where flocks were e.g. seen at Nabasan 
Road, the access road to Hill 394 and Hospital Road. 

113 
 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater 
 

LC 
 

Small numbers seen in rural areas like Candaba, also regularly seen 
from the car between birding sites. 

114 Dollarbird LC Small numbers at all main birding sites around Subic.  

115 
 

Coppersmith Barbet 
 

LC 
 

The single Philippine barbet. Small numbers at all forested birding 
sites except Mt. Polis, most commonly at Subic.  

116 
 
 

Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 

Regularly seen and heard at all forested birding sites (including La 
Mesa Eco) except Makiling, where we somehow missed it (probably 
due to the bad weather). 

117 Luzon Flameback LC - LE One on Mt. Polis and up to seven spread over the Subic area.  

118 
 
 
 
 
 

Northern Sooty Woodpecker 
 
 
 
 
 

NT – LE 
 
 
 
 
 

A pair and a single at Nabasan Road and a pair at Hospital Road, Subic, 
all seen well. The latter pair shared a tree with a pair of White-bellied 
Woodpeckers, completely ignoring each other. In the next tree both 
a Luzon Flameback and a Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker were 
present. All of Luzon’s woodpeckers seen at the same time was one 
of the highlights of the trip.  

119 
 
 

White-bellied Woodpecker 
 
 

LC 
 
 

Regularly seen and heard throughout the Subic area, where I have 
registered 12 observations in three days. Several showed really well, 
I've been to places in Asia where good views required more work!  

120 
 
 

Philippine Falconet 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 

A pair (of which only the male showed well) along Nabasan Road 
(right after the bend at the furthest point), another showy pair at the 
Old Hospital Road.   

121 Peregrine Falcon LC Two calling birds flew over Nabasan Road, Subic.  

122 
 

Luzon Racquet-tail  
(Montane Racquet-tail) 

NT – E 
 

One fly-by of a calling bird on the first morning at Mt. Polis was all we 
got.  

123 
 
 

Green Racquet-tail 
 
 

EN – LE 
 
 

1+ 5 +2 seen in the Subic area, at Nabasan, Hill 394 entrance road and 
Old Hospital Road respectively. At the Hill 394 entrance road, five 
perched in the large dead tree near the gate, allowing fantastic views.  

124 
 

Blue-naped Parrot 
 

NT – NE 
 

Small numbers seen in the Subic area. In all I have registered 20 
individuals. Especially easy to find in the ‘apartment area’.   

125 
 

Guaiabero 
 

LC – E 
 

None at La Mesa Eco, only two at Infanta, common in the Subic area 
and Makiling. 

126 
 

Philippine Hanging-parrot 
(Colasisi) 

LC – E 
 

Common at Infanta, Subic and Makiling.  
 

127 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whiskered Pitta 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NT – LE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One at Irene's stake-out at Infanta that involved a steep, very slippery 
climb not suitable for tour groups! Heard very well, but we only saw 
flashes, too short to get our bins on it - and then it started pouring so 
heavily, and so long (it never stopped during daylight) that it fell silent 
and we crawled back up. I wanted to go back for better views the 
following afternoon, but unfortunately I got sick. So poor views only 
of one of our most-wanted birds! Another one heard distantly at Mt. 
Polis was way too far out to lure it towards the road, and on these 
very steep slopes getting into the forest is not an option.  



128 
 
 

Western Hooded Pitta 
 
 

LC 
 
 

HO. Calling birds at Palo Alto and both singing and calling in the forest 
adjacent to our apartment in Subic, but all too distant to tape in (we 
tried in vain). 

129 
 
 

Golden-bellied Gerygone 
 
 

LC 
 
 

HO. The sweet, melancholic song of this species was commonly heard 
in the Quezon area (once even in the dark, while having dinner!), and 
in the Subic Bay Freeport zone. We did not try to see it. 

130 
 

Ashy Minivet 
 

LC 
 

Flocks of this migrant were commonly encountered at La Mesa 
Ecopark, Infanta and Subic.  

131 Bar-bellied Cuckooshrike LC Fairly common in the Subic Bay area. 

132 
 

Pied Triller 
 

LC 
 

Only seen at La Mesa Ecopark, with one near the entrance on the first 
day and two in the park the following day. 

133 
 

Blackish Cuckoo-shrike 
 

LC – LE 
 

Four at Nabasan Road, one along the Hill 394 entrance road and one 
at Apalin Trail, Subic Bay.  

134 
 

Yellow-bellied Whistler 
 

LC – E 
 

Only one seen in a mixed flock at Infanta, where Gerjon saw another 
one the following day. I expected this species to be more common!  

135 Green-backed Whistler LC - E Endemic to Luzon and Mindoro. Common on Mt. Polis.  

136 Black-naped Oriole LC Common in all forested lowlands areas, including La Mesa Eco. 

137 
 

White-breasted Woodswallow 
 

LC 
 

Common throughout, only absent at Mt. Polis and at very open areas 
like Candaba.  

138 
 
 

Blue-headed Fantail 
 
 

LC – LE 
 
 

This stunner was regularly seen (including in mixed species flocks) at 
Infanta and Mt. Polis. They seemed to respond to any passerine 
playback.  

139 
 

Philippine Pied Fantail 
 

LC – E 
 

Only seen in La Mesa Ecopark (where common) and at the Total gas 
station site.  

140 
 

Balicassiao 
 

LC – E 
 

Endemic to Luzon and Mindoro. Regularly seen at Infanta, Subic and 
Makiling. 

141 Black-naped Monarch LC Surprisingly only one seen, at Palo Alto. 

142 
 

(Northern) Rufous Paradise-
flycatcher 

LC – E 
 

One seen by Gerjon at La Mesa Eco. 
 

143 Brown Shrike LC Common throughout, with even one seen as high up as Mt. Polis.  

144 Long-tailed Shrike LC Common in rural areas, most notably in the Candaba area.  

145 
 
 
 
 

Mountain Shrike 
 
 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 
 
 

It took quite some time and effort on two days to find one. Finally we 
found a very distant bird in the area with the terraces near the Maria 
statue, Mt. Polis. When we drove back to the more forested area, we 
of course instantly found a second one, much closer by, at a site 
where we had spent hours earlier :-)  

146 
 

Large-billed Crow 
(Philippine Jungle Crow) 

LC 
 

Regularly seen throughout. 
 

147 Citrine Canary-flyctacher LC - NE Two in a flock at Infanta, one at Mt. Polis. 

148 Elegant Tit LC - E Common at all visited forested sites except Subic, but incl. La Mesa.  

149 
 

Oriental Skylark 
 

LC 
 

Small numbers in the Candaba area and at the rural areas of Los 
Baños. 

150 
 

Green-backed Tailorbird 
(Trilling Tailorbird) 

LC – LE 
 

HO at Infanta, seen well at Santa Fe (on the way between Mt. Polis 
and Subic), regularly HO and one seen at Subic, HO at Makiling.  

151 Grey-backed Tailorbird LC - LE Seen and heard at La Mesa Eco and Infanta, heard once at Subic.  

152 (Double) Zitting Cisticola LC Common at Candaba.  

153 Clamorous Reed Warbler LC One HO at Candaba. 

154 
 
 

Bicol Ground-warbler 
 
 

NT – LE 
 
 

In all four noted in the higher parts of the Infanta area. This is a very 
tough bird to get your bins on! After some flashes we finally had very 
good, albeit brief views on our final morning in this area. 

155 
 

Middendorff's Grasshopper 
Warbler 

LC 
 

Seen very well at the Total gas station site. Several heard and brief 
views of one between this area and Candaba.  

156 
 
 

Long-tailed Bush Warbler 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 

In all three HO and two seen in the Mt. Polis area. Can be seen with 
some effort. The 2 ssp. on Mindanao differ vocally and have a shorter 
tail, so this could represent another N Luzon endemic. 



157 
 
 

Benguet Bush Warbler 
 
 

LC – LE 
 
 

Three HO and two seen in the Mt. Polis area. Difficult to see, much 
harder than previous species! Only at the northern side of the slope, 
none at the southern part of the access way.  

158 Tawny Grassbird LC Singles at Infanta and Banaue, should be more common than that.  

159 Striated Grassbird LC Common in rural areas of the lowlands.  

160 Sand Martin (Bank Swallow) LC Small numbers at Candaba. 

161 Barn Swallow LC Common in rural areas of the lowlands, occasionally at other sites. 

162 Pacific Swallow LC Small numbers throughout. 

163 Striated Swallow LC Small numbers throughout. 

164 
 

Philippine Bulbul 
 

LC – E 
 

Common throughout. Seen at all sites except for very open areas like 
Candaba. 

165 Yellow-wattled Bulbul LC – E In all seven birds noted in forests at Infanta and Palo Alto, some HO.  

166 Yellow-vented Bulbul LC Small numbers at all sites except Mt. Polis.  

167 
 

Lemon-throated Leaf Warbler 
 

LC – E 
 

It took quite a search, but eventually we found two in a mixed flock 
at Infanta. They stayed quite high up in the trees.  

168 Arctic Warbler LC Commonly encountered in La Mesa Eco, Infanta, Subic and Makiling.  

169 
 

Kamchatka Leaf Warbler 
 

LC 
 

Happy to find one bird that was singing (!) and then started calling in 
front of our apartment in Subic.  

170 
 

Negros Leaf Warbler  
(Philippine Mountain Warbler) 

LC – E 
 

Common on Mt. Polis, both in mixed and small single species flocks.  
 

171 Mountain Tailorbird LC Small numbers seen and heard daily on Mt. Polis.  

172 Philippine Bush Warbler LC - LE Common at Mt. Polis, where fairly easy to see.  

173 
 
 
 

Calabarzon Babbler 
 
 
 

LC – LE 
 
 
 

Another split from earlier in the year, from the formerly more 
widespread endemic Black-crowned. Calabarzon is now a Luzon 
endemic. Heard well at the spot for Whiskered Pitta, but not seen 
well until the final hour of birding at Infanta, very near the road.  

174 Chestnut-faced Babbler LC - LE Common on Mt. Polis.  

175 
 

Yellowish White-eye 
 

LC – E 
 

Flocks regularly encountered along Infanta Road, often mixed with 
one of next species.  

176 
 

Lowland White-eye 
 

LC 
 

Birds at La Meso Eco and Palo Alto considered to belong to this 
species. Also see next species.  

177 
 
 
 

Warbling White-eye 
 
 
 

LC 
 
 
 

Birds at Mt. Polis considered to belong to this species. But for instance 
at Infanta I had no idea what I was looking at. I was struggling to tell 
both of them apart on both plumage and calls, so ID solely based on 
current consensus of what can be seen where.  

178 
 

Sulphur-billed Nuthatch 
 

LC – E 
 

Great birds! Often several in mixed species flocks at Infanta and at 
Mt. Polis (except for the highest parts).  

179 
 

Stripe-sided Rhabdornis 
(Stripe-headed Rhabdornis) LC - E 

Irregularly encountered in singles or in (small) flocks at Infanta, Palo 
Alto, Subic and Makiling. 

180 
 
 
 

Long-billed Rhabdornis 
(Grand Rhabdornis) 
 
 

LC – LE 
 
 
 

One passed the road and perched briefly in top of a tree at the highest 
part of Infanta Rd. It unfortunately moved on before I got the others 
on it. But Gerjon's and Irene's revenge was sweet, when they saw one 
in a flock of Stripe-sided that I missed.  

181 Asian Glossy Starling LC Several seen en route in lowland towns.  

182 Coleto LC - E Fairly common in the Subic Bay area, a few HO at Makiling. 

183 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashy Thrush 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VU – LE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It took a LONG search at La Mesa Eco before we finally got a glimpse 
(and not much more), in the forest opposite of the run-down pool, 
when one hopped on the forest floor near a small stream, but 
vanished into thin air not long after I got Gerjon on it. We battled for 
and hour and a half in the rain with a pair at the ridge trail at Makiling 
near station 14 (where the big fallen tree has blocked the trail). They 
persistently called and responded to (our sparse) playback, but they 
were very wary and mostly remained out of sight, and stayed higher 
up in the trees. Every time they perched out in the open, they moved 
as soon as we raised our bins. We however had multiple sightings 



without bins, both perched and in flight. Lower down the mountain I 
briefly saw one hopping on the forest floor when I went off-trail.  

184 
 
 

Brown-headed Thrush 
 
 

LC 
 
 

One of three unique species we saw at La Mesa Ecopark - this one 
being a lifer. A female-type was seen fairly well in the middle of the 
forest at the eastern part.  

185 Grey-streaked Flycatcher LC Fairly common in the Subic Bay area, one at Makiling. 

186 
 
 
 
 

Philippine Magpie-robin 
 
 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 
 
 

We expected this species to be common and widespread, but it 
wasn't until the final morning (and with a little distant help from 
Irene) that we saw one in the uni area of Makeling. A briefly played 
tape drove the bird nuts and it showed well (like magpie-robins 
should), perching on buildings and wires. 

187 
 
 

White-browed Shama 
 
 

LC -LE 
 
 

One heard and one seen very well at Infanta, at least four more heard 
at Subic (tried but failed to get a glimpse) and one at the ridge at 
Makiling. Fantastic song and quite a looker!  

188 Turquoise Flycatcher LC In all five seen in two days at Mt. Polis.  

189 
 
 

Philippine Shortwing 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 

One seen well (and extremely close by) at Mt. Polis at the first 
attempt. Six more HO during two days of birding, when we were too 
busy with other stuff to try and see more.  

190 
 

Siberian Rubythroat 
 

LC 
 

Flashes of one, with a second one heard at Palo Alto, but we did not 
walk the extra mile to see it.  

191 Ferruginous Flycatcher LC Seen by Gerjon only, at Mt. Polis. Scarce on the Philippines.  

192 Little Pied Flycatcher LC In all three or four seen on Mt. Polis.  

193 
 

Bundok (Thicket) Flycatcher 
 

LC – E 
 

A pair showed well when we played to shortwing tape. Furthermore 
three or four more HO. 

194 
 
 

Luzon Redstart 
 
 

NT – LE 
 
 

It’s a wrap! A male was seen well through the scope along the river 
past Bontoc, at one of Irene's stake-outs. A celebration species, since 
this was my 14th and final Phoenicurus of the world!  

195 Blue Rock-thrush LC Small numbers in suitable throughout. 

196 Pied Bushchat LC A few at Palo Alto.  

197 
 

Olive-backed Flowerpecker 
 

LC – E 
 

In all three seen at higher part of Infanta (where two males possibly 
involved the same individual). 

198 Yellow-crowned Flowerpecker LC - LE The same pair seen well on two consecutive days at Mt. Polis.  

199 Bicolored Flowerpecker LC - E A probable one at Infanta and one male at Makiling.  

200 Red-keeled Flowerpecker LC - E Regularly seen and heard at all forested sites except Mt. Polis.  

201 Orange-bellied Flowerpecker LC Several at the lower parts of Infanta and Mt. Polis.  

202 
 
 

White-bellied Flowerpecker  
(Buzzing Flowerpecker when 
split)  

LC – E 
 
 

If split (and there could be reasons for that based on both phenotypes 
and genetics), this becomes a Luzon endemic. Regular at Infanta 
(both higher and lower parts), one at the ridge at Makiling. 

203 Pygmy Flowerpecker LC - E A pair at the lower parts of Mt. Polis.  

204 Fire-throated Flowerpecker LC Small numbers at Mt. Polis of this recent split from Flame-throated. 

205 
 

Grey-thoated Sunbird 
 

LC – E 
 

One seen well by Gerjon while I was photographing a Rough-crested 
Malkoha in the Makiling uni area. I only saw it flying away.  

206 Purple-throated Sunbird LC - E Only one, a female photographed in a former plantation in Subic.  

207 
 

Garden Sunbird 
 

LC – E 
 

Another species split shortly before our departure. Common in 
cultivated habitats at all lowland sites, including Metro Manila.  

208 Flaming Sunbird LC - LE Small numbers of this beauty at both Infanta and Makiling.  

209 
 

Metallic-winged Sunbird 
(Luzon Sunbird when split) 

LC – E 
 

A Luzon endemic if split from the Philippine endemic Metallic 
Sunbird. Regularly seen in the Mt. Polis area.  

210 
 
 

Handsome Sunbird 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 

Missed by me, but seen by Irene and Gerjong at Mt. Polis, where they 
are seldomly recorded. I only saw the bird in a flash since I was 
distracted by the first Yellow-crowned Flowerpecker of the trip. 

211 Philippine Fairy-bluebird NT – E Small numbers at Infanta. In all eight birds registered in two days. 

212 Scaly-breasted Munia LC Small numbers at La Mesa Eco, Candaba, Mt. Polis and Los Baños.  

213 Chestnut Munia LC Common in the Candaba area.  

214 Grey Wagtail LC Commonly seen in suitable habitat. 



215 Eastern Yellow Wagtail LC Two at the Total gas station site.  

216 Paddyfield Pipit LC Common at Palo Alto, Candaba and the rural area of Los Baños.  

217 Olive-backed Pipit LC Small numbers wintering on Mt. Polis.  

218 
 
 
 

White-cheeked Bullfinch 
 
 
 

LC – E 
 
 
 

We worked hard for this one! After a few distant calls the previous 
day, I was lucky enough to see two calling pairs crossing the road. Two 
birds perched in a small tree and showed well. I ran back to get the 
others, but they had unfortunately disappeared when we returned.  

  

FERAL AND ESCAPED SPECIES 

Species Comments 

Grey Parrot A loudly calling escaped cage bird flying over La Mesa Eco was an odd 
sight in Asia!  

Feral Pigeon Small numbers throughout.  

Crested Myna Several in the outskirts of Quezon.  

Tree Sparrow Common around human settlements throughout.  

 

MAMMALS 

 

Figure 30. Golden-capped Flying Fox, Subic Bay, 23 November 2023: the bat with the largest wingspan on earth.  

Species Status Comments 

Crab-eating Macaque 
(Long-tailed Macaque) 

EN Fairly common in the ‘apartment area’ of Subic Bay.   
 

Golden-capped Flying-fox  
(Golden-crowned Flying-fox) 

EN - E One at Palo Alto, common at the roost at Subic Bay. 
   

Large Flying-fox EN Common at the roost at Subic Bay.  The lanensis ssp. is endemic. 

 


