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Introduction 
I thought about birding peninsular Malaysia and Borneo, but Hiele Lootsma and I decided to break 
things up and go to Borneo next year. While birding Peninsular Malaysia we used the services of Bird-
Malaysia. They work under the umbrella of Langkawi-based JungleWalla and they believe in 
Community Birding, so we usually birded with local guides. We spent two weeks with Irshad Mobarak 
the founder of JungleWalla, who turned out to be the best tour leader we have ever had and Shahrool 
Anuar who introduced himself as our driver, but who proved to be so much more.  
Malaysia is an excellent birding country and we agreed on a classic itinerary starting close to Kuala 
Lumpur at Paya Indah Wetlands Selangor, Selangor Nature Park and Selangor River (Lesser 
Adjudant) and drove to Bukit Tinggi from where we successfully targeted Ferruginous Partridge and 
Mountain Peacock-Pheasant. Famous former Hill Station Fraser’s Hill was next, where with the help 
of local guide Durai, we built a list of memorable species in three days including Malaysian and Dark 
Hawk-Cuckoo, Red-bearded Bee-eater, Red-headed Trogon, Fire-tufted Barbet, Long-tailed and 
Silver-breasted Broadbill, Black-and-crimson Oriole, Sultan Tit, Rufous-bellied Swallow, Pygmy 
Cupwing, Streaked Wren-Babbler, Malayan and Chestnut-capped Laughingthrush, Silver-eared 
Mesia, Long-tailed Sibia, Blue Nuthatch, Siberian Thrush, Large Niltava, Malayan Whistling Thrush, 
Lesser Shortwing, White-crowned Forktail, Streaked Spiderhunter and so much more.  
On 21 February we reached Taman Negara, Malaysia’s biggest national park protecting the oldest 
pristine lowland evergreen rainforest in the world. We went to Taman Negara NP first with lots of 
people and not many birds then went to the other part of Taman Negara called Merapoh that had no 
people but lots of birds. Here we enjoyed the big birds such as Great Argus, Malayan Peacock-
Pheasant, Malayan Crested Fireback, Mountain Imperial Pigeon, Large Green Pigeon, Helmeted, 
Black, Wrinkled and Wreathed Hornbill, and tried really hard for Rail-babbler, with a vocal bird that 
came really close, but did not show.  

  
Silver-eared Mesia                                                                     Malayan Peacock-Pheasant 



 
We then drove up north to Taiping where we stayed next to the Lake Gardens, a very reliable place 
for Milky Stork. We had to work hard for our birds in this area, even at Bukit Larut where expectations 
were high; we were the first people to drive up this mountain in four years. In three days we visited 
many sites in the Taiping area and were rewarded with some good birds like Malayan Night Heron, 
Baillon’s Crake and Banded Broadbill. The area was also good for butterflies, we found a lot of new 
species here. We ended our trip at the Sedim Treetop Walk near Kulim, we birded this area twice. 
The second time we were accompanied by Neoh Hor Kee what really helped to boost our list on our 
last day of the trip. 
 
Apart from a few moments of heavy rain we had good weather during the trip with the exception of our 
stay at Fraser’s Hill that was often grey with rain and fog. On 19 February it rained so heavily big trees 
had fallen on the one road leading downhill to Kuala Kubu Baru so our birding plans for day that had to 
be postponed to a day later.  
On most days we had to work hard for our birds, but in the end our trip total was 307 bird species (151 
lifers). We saw all nine species of hornbill that live in the region. The trip total of all species groups was 
454 species, including 19 mammal and 68 butterfly species. 
 
Diary 
 
15 February 
We arrived in Kuala Lumpur in heavy rain and thunderstorms, but fortunately you can reach Sama 
Sama Hotel from the airport without getting wet. At 5.30 pm it was dry enough to do a little birding in 
the hotel grounds and in the green areas around it we found one lifer; Sunda Crow. There were 
swiftlets about and several species I had seen in Singapore that were new to Hiele, Pink-necked 
Green Pigeon, Asian Glossy Starling and Yellow-vented Bulbul. A Peregrine Falcon was perched on 
one of the tall buildings, a Pale Grass Blue was the only butterfly we saw. 
 
16 February 
32 degrees Celsius today and no rain, the first day in Malaysia started at 7 am when Irshad our Bird-
Malaysia guide for the trip picked us up and introduced himself and his driver Shahrool to us. We were 
ready to go after a big buffet breakfast at luxurious Sama Sama Hotel and started birding as soon as 
we arrived at Selangor. We drove to the Payah Indah Wetlands at Kampung Selangor Dredging, an 
abandoned holiday park with an empty visitor center and a lonesome hippo staring in a scenery that 
was once supposed to be a zoo. Good birds did not come fast, but eventually we saw some Crested 
Honey Buzzards, Dark-sided Flycatcher, Lesser Coucal, Pied Triller and Ashy Minivet. Best bird was a 
Black-and-red Broadbill near one of the Black-crowned Night Heron colonies. We enjoyed a family 
party of Dusky Langurs with orange babies and three Black-bellied Malkohas and a Black Baza were 
lifers. The lake fringed reeds and woods hosted a Chestnut-winged Cuckoo and several butterflies 
showed, including Banded Swallowtail. 
 

   
Crested Honey Buzzard                                                                     Lesser Adjudant 

 
After lunch at low tide we boarded a small boat over the Selangor River and observed lots of terns 
(e.g. 100+ Whiskered Tern and 20+ Gull-billed Tern) and waders (e.g. Greater and Tibetan Sand 
Plover, Marsh and Terek Sandpiper) that were foraging on the muddy and sandy river banks. Our 
target Lesser Adjudant was also present amidst egrets, herons and Painted Storks. We counted 
sixteen of them, with only one of them within reach of photos.  



We then left for our Da Palma Resort at Kuala Selangor where we went for a little walk on the resort 
grounds where Selangor Silvery Langurs were used to people and easy to photograph. After dinner at 
the resort we went for an evening visit at the edge of North Selangor Peat Swamp Forest, which is the 
second-largest contiguous peat swamp forest in Peninsular Malaysia. At gps 3.46167, 101.24767 we 
heard Dusky and Barred Eagle Owl and driving nearby farm roads produced seven Large-tailed 
Nightjars and four Eastern Barn Owls. We could not find any Malaysian Eared Nightjars. 
 
 
17 February 
The first lifer of the day was found by Irshad, he showed us two males Greater Flamebacks around the 
car park with several Common Flamebacks around too, a pair of Orange-bellied Green Pigeons and 
two Dollarbirds frequented the same area. Our first destination of the day was nearby Selangor 
Nature Park, monkeys were in evidence here with many Selangor Silvered Langurs and Long-tailed 
Macaques. We planned to walk to the mangroves for Mangrove Pitta, but after an hour with only a 
Black-capped Kingfisher and some Golden-bellied Gerygones we walked back to the big car park 
where we had left the car. Here things picked up when I found out that there were plenty of birds in 
those tall trees. I pointed Irshad and Hiele to a Green-billed Malkoha, a Daurian Starling, Swinhoe’s 
White-eye and several Ruby-cheeked Sunbirds. Irshad called out a Black Baza that came over, what a 
gorgeous little raptor. Irshad and Shahrool suggested to go to the Botanical Garden at Shah Salam, 
another good site for Mangrove Pitta. Luckily it was just a little detour on our way to Bukit Tinggi, 
because the garden was closed on Monday... Things didn’t go well and lifers were way short of what I 
had hoped for. 
 
After a quick lunch we went for Bukit Tinggi, hitting the feeding station right away, where we joined 
two Chinese photographers at 1.15 pm. A male Siberian Blue Robin showed almost immediately, then 
Pallas’s and Horse-tailed Squirrels and then a pair of Ferruginous Partridge came into view, what a 
magnificent star birds.  
 

  
Siberian Blue Robin                                                                        Ferruginous Partridge 

 
Within twenty minutes a Mountain Peacock-Pheasant also showed with Orange-breasted Trogon, 
Rhinoceros Hornbills and Siamang calling in the background, magic! 
 
We then walked to the Japanese Tea House adding Yellow-crowned Barbet, Lesser Racket-tailed 
Drongo, Scarlet Minivet, White-bellied Epornis, Buff-vented and Ochraceous Bulbul, a male Crimson-
breasted Flowerpecker, a female Indochinese Blue Flycatcher and Pale-thighed Langur. We then 
drove to our bizarre Colmar Tropicale Resort, situated in a fake medieval village in Disney style. We 
unpacked and admired the wide open view on green hill forest from our spacious balcony until 4.30 
pm when we agreed to be ready downstairs. We drove a little downhill to the golf course looking for 
hornbills. No fruiting trees, so no hornbills, but Large Woodshrike and Sooty Barbets were new birds. 
Irshad suggested we’d use golf buggies to drive around the abandoned golf course. This property was 
also without an owner, what a pity, the area is of outstanding beauty. Irshad somehow arranged 
access to the carts and driving the golf course we found Ashy Drongo, Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo 
and more Sooty Barbets, but not much more. Driving up again to our fairy-tale hotel we stopped at a 
big parking where we intercepted a singing Black-and-yellow Broadbill and some Sunda Pig-tailed 
Macaques. Near the entrance to the hotel we finished the day with two sleeping Siamangs and their 
baby in a big tree next to the parking lot. 
 



  
Mountain Peacock-Pheasant                                                      Orange-headed Thrush 

 
18 February 
It was foggy when we started after coffee at 7.15. We revisited the hide with a Siberian Thrush flying 
up from the trail and Ochraceous Bulbuls and Buff-breasted Babblers already present searching for 
food prepared by Shahrool. Soon enough the male Siberian Blue Robin appeared, sharing the food 
with an Orange-headed Thrush and a White-rumped Shama, Mountain Imperial Pigeons were heard in 
the background. The same pair of Ferruginous Partridge was there again, but after half an hour we 
decided to walk to the Japanese Village. Here we heard a Red-bearded Bee-eater and a Bamboo 
Woodpecker and saw Scarlet Minivet, Spectacled Bulbul and Spectacled Spiderhunter. We heard a lot 
more, but our guide struggled with calls and ID. We then had breakfast at 9.30, checked out and 
started driving to the famous hill station Fraser’s Hill. Driving down from Bukit Tinggi we added two 
handsome Whiskered Treeswifts that perched in a roadside leafless tree alongside two Grey-rumped 
Treeswifts at a stop that also produced three more lifers; I spotted Silver-rumped Spinetails flying over 
the valley, a vocal Red-throated Barbet was around and we heard distant Great Hornbills. Crested 
Honey Buzzard migration was on its way, we saw at least 23 birds coming over in five minutes. 
 

 
Whiskered Treeswift                                                               Chestnut-capped Laughingthrush 

 
When we reached the famous hill station Fraser’s Hill we started at a small feeding spot where we 
were able to photograph colorful Silver-eared Mesia, Chestnut-capped and Malayan Laughingthrush. 
After checking in our Wyndham Garden Shahzan Hotel we met local guide Durai and then things 
sped up. Durai has a loud sense of humor switching from terrible sexist jokes to serious birding with 
ease; new birds were coming in fast in the Bishop Trail area with 19 lifers in 2.5 hours including 
Black-browed Barbet, Grey-throated Minivet, Sultan Tit, White-browed and Black-eared Shrike-
babbler, Mountain Fulvetta (common) and Mountain Bulbul and I ended up with good pictures of Red-
headed Trogon, Pygmy Cupwing, Streaked Wren-Babbler and Lesser Shortwing. What a day! 
 
In the evening at dinner Hiele bumped into an old female birding friend he met in Australia several 
years back. As it turned out we met her son in the afternoon when he expressed his devotion for 
trogons while watching a male Red-headed Trogon right in front of us. They were wonderful people 
and we spent a great evening exchanging stories about birds we had seen in countries all over the 
world. 
 
 



   
Pygmy Cupwing                                                                         Lesser Shortwing 

 
19 February 
It rained heavily all night and when we drove downhill to Kuala Kubu Baru at 6 am it was still raining 
and foggy. A Brown Wood Owl and two smaller trees on the road later, we were stopped by three big 
trees that had fallen on the road, 15 minutes from our destination, where another local guide was 
waiting for us. There were no detour options, this was the only road, so there was nothing else to do 
than to drive back to Fraser’s Hill, it would probably take half a day for the locals to clear the road. 
Back at the hotel at 8 am we had a late breakfast and luckily Durai was also able and willing to change 
his plans so we could hire him for today. At 9 am we started birding and although almost dry it was still 
misty. We had a close encounter with four Siamang and saw several parties of Long-tailed Sibia. Red-
headed Trogon and Malayan Cuckooshrike were regularly seen and Streaked Spiderhunter proved 
confiding and common.  
 

    
Red-headed Trogon                                                                     Streaked Spiderhunter  

 
We enjoyed a big and beautiful Fire-tufted Barbet before we heard a Malayan Partridge very close to 
the road. We put out food and tried to tape it in and the bird came really close, but never into view. 
While waiting we recorded Large Niltava, but otherwise the birding was slow. A little flock hosted a 
Chestnut-crowned Warbler, we heard a Collared Owlet and several Gold-whiskered Barbets and we 
scored two more Green-billed Malkohas. Just when I got disappointed about the low number of birds 
we ran into a flock in which I found a Blue Nuthatch (yes!), a Yellow-bellied Warbler, several Golden 
Babblers, plenty of Chestnut-capped Laughingthrushes, some Black-eared Shrike-babblers, a 
Bronzed Drongo and a few Grey-chinned Minivets. We had lunch with the four us in Fraser’s Hill town 
and when the three guys wanted an extra hour of rest Hiele and I went birding around the restaurant 
for 45 minutes and found ourselves two lifers: Dark Hawk-Cuckoo and Little Pied Flycatcher.  
Two Black-throated Sunbirds were new birds for Hiele. After lunch Long-tailed Broadbill was our target 
bird and after a showy Red-headed Trogon we thoroughly enjoyed a gorgeous Long-tailed Broadbill, 
what a bird! Our next destination was Telekom Loop, because our Australian birding friends had a 
really productive morning there. We taped for Black Laughingthrush and expected to find Black-
thighed Falconet, but we came up empty. There was nothing there, a total disappointment with nothing 
to write home about. We then decided to visit Richmond Bungalow, a well-known site for Malayan 
Partridge and hit the jackpot. There was a really big flock with loads of (new) birds: at least eight (!) 
Sultan Tits, Verditer Flycatcher, Mugimaki Flycatcher, two Black-browed Barbets, Black-and-crimson 
Oriole, Blue Nuthatch, several Chestnut-capped Laughingthrushes, Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrike, 
Long-billed Spiderhunter and Malayan Cuckooshrike with a singing Little Cuckoo-Dove nearby. When 



the flock had passed we drove back to the junction when Shahrool shouted: White-crowned Hornbill! 
An adult and an immature bird perched in a tree and when they got vocal they flew up deeper into the 
forest, wow! On Orange-bellied Leafbird was our last bird of notice here, and back at the hotel we 
looked back on a great day after all. Moneywise we have spent 75 euros each in six days, including 9 
nine euros each for half a liter of beer at Shama Shama in Kuala Lumpur on our first evening, not bad.  
 
20 February 
At 5.30 our day started when I woke up and I thought I heard a Malayan Whistling Thrush singing 
outside at the back of our hotel. Half asleep I asked Hiele to tape the bird, so Durai could confirm the 
ID later. Today we drove to Kuala Kubu Baru again at 6 am and this time there were no trees on the 
road. An hour later we had breakfast in town and Irshad introduced us to two local guides, Master and 
Aziz. We started in a little park in the southern part of Kuala Kubu Baru where we (I) found an Oriental 
Pied Hornbill and three lifers: Stripe-throated Bulbul, a female Yellow-rumped Flycatcher and a Yellow-
vented Flowerpecker. We then drove to the northeastern edge of town where the mixed tape of Aziz 
attracted many passerines including Yellow-breasted and Scarlet-backed Flowerpeckers, two Dark-
sided Flycatchers, a Hume’s White-eye and two Arctic Warblers. We saw a bright green and black 
Rajah Brook’s Birdwing flying by before we moved to the next spot along the Selangor River south of 
town. Grey-breasted Spiderhunter was a lifer here and we bumped into an unexpected Straw-headed 
Bulbul that was singing from dense trees close to the river. A very good (Critically Endangered) 
species that I had seen in Singapore, but that was a lifer for Hiele. Rufescent Prinia was there too, but 
not much else so we drove a little higher up where we stopped at a place that was known for regular 
flybys of Helmeted Hornbill. We were not that lucky, but we recorded Lesser Green Leafbird and a pair 
of Blue-winged Leafbird, Plain Sunbird and several Cream-vented Bulbuls in these green hills. Closer 
to the reservoir Black-thighed Falconet was added to our list of lifers, Crested Serpent Eagle and 
Changeable Hawk Eagle came over. We went back in town for a visit to the birder’s clubhouse where 
we were taken to a room filled with nice bird pictures they had made. After we had also been handed a 
glossy photobook with pictures taken by the local birding community we started driving up towards 
Fraser’s Hill.  
Aziz and Master promised us lots of birds and told us about sites for Pin-tailed Parrotfinch, Spotted 
Fantail, Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler and Maroon-bellied Philentoma, but none of them showed. We 
heard a Maroon Woodpecker and slowly driving the forested road to The Gap we observed a lovely 
Black-and-yellow Broadbill that allowed good photos.  
 

  
Black-thighed Falconet                                                                  Black-and-yellow Broadbill 

 
Another stop half an hour later gave two lifers, Scaly-breasted Bulbul and Green Iora, Black-crested 
and Black-headed Bulbuls were common here. At a spot in the forest where Pin-tailed Parrotfinch was 
guaranteed Aziz had to disappoint us, the open parking area ‘only’ produced a pair of Large 
Woodshrike and Scarlet Minivet and a male Verditer Flycatcher with two more Black-thighed Falconets 
from the lookout nearby. We then said goodbye to our local guides and drove to Fraser’s Hill to pick up 
Durai at his shop next to the hotel, adding a White-crowned Forktail at a roadside stream. When we 
met up with our new friend Durai again things started to pick up: there were four lifer Rufous-bellied 
Swallows in the air over Durai’s shop. Driving back to the Gap we heard Rhinoceros and Bushy-
crested Hornbills nearby and I found myself a Cinereous Bulbul beside the Ochraceous Bulbuls and a 
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch. We found two Red-bearded Bee-eaters, the second one close enough for 
very nice pictures. We continued and after Hiele found a Common Mock Viper we heard a cooing 
sound somewhere in the distance and Durai knew right away, Helmeted Hornbill! We raced to a 
vantage point, but to no avail, we did not see or hear the bird again. A Silver-breasted Broadbill started 
singing here, unfortunately it would not show either. This bird is also newcomer to the area, due to 



climate change birds are coming up higher with new lowland birds showing up on Fraser’s Hill every 
year now. Walking back to the car we heard a Yellow-crowned Barbet singing and after two fly-by Little 
Cuckoo-Doves we called it a day. We had been birding from 5.30 am to 7 pm nonstop, we ate our 
lunch while chasing the Black-and-yellow Broadbill. And, yes we were right, it was a Malayan Whistling 
Thrush that was singing early this morning at the back of our hotel, Durai told us as we ended the day 
in a restaurant near our hotel with the five of us. When Hiele and I wanted to pay for Durai we found 
out he had already paid for our food. He loved to do that for his friends he said. 
 

  
Durai                                                                                   Red-bearded Bee-eater 

 
21 February 
We started with breakfast this time and started birding at 8 am. Malayan Whistling Thrush wasn’t 
home and a search for Dusky Broadbill at Telekom Loop was not successful. At 10 we tried for 
Malayan Partridge again at Richmond Bungalow, because contrary to what Durai was saying earlier, 
the birds were often seen here the past few days. A French couple we met said they had seen them 
yesterday at the feeding spot around ten, hence Durai’s timing. Unfortunately our timing was off, the 
French couple was there again when we arrived at the scene and told us the birds had appeared half 
an hour before we got there. We waited for 45 minutes but our schedule was tight; in the afternoon we 
had to be in Taman Negara NP. While waiting we welcomed some old friends like Fire-tufted Barbet 
and when we drove up to Richmond Bungalow we flushed a roadside female Siberian Thrush. Walking 
back to our car we found a female Mugimaki Flycatcher and a flock led by a Lesser Racket-tailed 
Drongo that hosted another Sultan Tit, a Mountain Leaf Warbler, a pair of Black-and-Crimson Orioles 
and both Lesser and Greater Yellownape. After packing our bags and saying goodbye to our new 
friend Durai we tried for Dusky Broadbill and Black Laughingthrush at Telekom Loop one more time. 
Again no luck but this time our search was rewarded with Greater Green and Orange-bellied Leafbird, 
another Black-and-Crimson Oriole and two Mountain Leaf Warblers. A last try for Rufous-browed 
Flycatcher produced Lesser Shortwing and Buff-breasted Babbler again and with a Dark Hawk-
Cuckoo we ended our stay at Fraser’s Hill. We had a really good time and drove the four hours to 
Taman Negara, just in time for a visit to ‘Hornbill Valley ‘ where we were very happy with two 
majestic Rhinoceros Hornbills that showed really well. We arrived at our cabin in the dark after we had 
crossed the river and totally enjoyed the ambiance at the Mutiara Resort, an inquisitive Malayan 
Green Whip Snake entertained the guests at the entrance of the restaurant. 
 
22 February 
We had a 7 am breakfast and a 7.30 start with local guide Aki, who worked at the Taman Negara 
National Park headquarters and had birded the area for twenty years. However, we soon learned that 
he got lost in bird sounds and that he realized this day that he had a hearing problem. This was a new 
experience to us, a deaf bird guide. Some birds called very loudly, very close to where he was 
standing, but he was not able to hear them. On the other hand, he often alerted us to birds he heard 
from deep in the forest, a fascinating experience. Birding at Taman Negara is often notoriously slow, 
so this added an extra challenge to our quest of seeing good birds here. From the sixteen lifers today I 
found and/or identified nine out of sixteen myself, I think that speaks volumes about our guide(s), 
because this did not only happen today. We saw four new bulbul species and six new babbler species 
today, but again we missed out on the big birds. We taped all day for Green Broadbill but we never 
saw or heard one, we still haven’t seen our first pitta and the biggest shortcoming is that we managed 
to avoid seeing a single Malayan Crested Fireback in the forest. Even most goddamn tourists saw 
them! Working the Swamp Loop while looking for the firebacks we saw the bulbuls and babblers, 
Short-toed Coucal and four Raffles’s Malkohas. We then went on a boat ride arranged by our 



JungleWalla guys. We decided not to be rude and boarded the boat for a 45 minutes trip, although we 
expected nothing new from this ride. The area is beautiful all around, but we were way behind 
schedule as far as our target species were concerned. The boat ride started a little later and half an 
hour and zero birds later we aborted the boat ride and went back into the forest at Tembling River 
beach. Here our guide told us to take the longer route, deeper into the Taman Negara NP, there were 
more good birds there and firebacks were easy. We walked the back trails for 2.5 hours and saw 
absolutely nothing. We heard a Great Slaty Woodpecker and Bushy-crested and White-crowned 
Hornbill and saw a White-rumped Shama but this was a total waste of time. We taped for Rail-Babbler, 
Garnet Pitta and Green Broadbill but nothing happened. When we stepped out of the forest and 
walked to our cabins a pair of Wreathed Hornbills came flying over low, a late highlight of a poor 
birding day. 
 
23 February 
We started at 7.30 and walked the Swamp Loop trails again until 9 o ‘clock. How bizarre, but again no 
Fireback. Another frustrating start of the day, although there was far more bird activity on the trail than 
yesterday with vocal Ferruginous and Malayan Black-capped Babblers and with good views of a pair 
of Maroon Woodpeckers. 
We then drove over two hours to the far more unexplored part on the other side of Taman Negara 
called Merapoh, when Shahrool told us he was texted by the park rangers that Malay Crested 
Firebacks had appeared on the trail near our cabin ten minutes after we had left… 
We reached the entrance of Merapoh at 2.45 pm and waited for local guide Juki. He had to open the 
gate to the park, without local guide there is no access to this part of Taman Negara NP. Out of the 
car, new birds came in fast. We had nine Black Hornbills at the car park and behind the gate after a 
quick preparation of the hide, we sat down behind a black plastic sheet with a few holes in it and soon 
enough enjoyed a marvelous male Great Argus in all its beauty.  
 

 
Black Hornbill                                                                            Great Argus  
 
Yellow-bellied Bulbuls and Mourning Babblers were also there, White-rumped Shamas came by 
regularly. We walked a little further were we tried to tape in a singing Garnet Pitta, but failed. The area 
hosted several good species: a bright male Scarlet-rumped Trogon, two bathing Rufous-crowned 
Babblers and on the way back we saw a young male Malayan Peacock-Pheasant making a short but 
overwhelming appearance at the hide. We still had some time for the Canopy Walk where we ended 
the day with a Wrinkled Hornbill, what a birds and what a day! 

  
Grey-cheeked Bulbul                                                                       Mourning Babbler 

 
 



24 February 
After a good night in a decent hotel in Kuala Lipis we took a prata breakfast near our hotel and ate it 
in the car. We reached the entrance to Merapoh at 8.15 and waited for the guide, this part of Taman 
Negara NP is not open before 8.30 am. We birded the parking lot and came to two lifers, Buff-rumped 
Woodpecker, and Black-eared Barbet. We also noticed a Black-and-red Broadbill before we could go 
in and stopped a little more than a mile later. Here we were seated behind the same black sheet with a 
few holes in it that Shahrool and local guide Juki had put up just a little earlier and waited for things to 
come. 
Mourning Babbler, White-rumped Shamas and Yellow-bellied Bulbuls were there almost all the time, 
but a Grey-cheeked Bulbul also turned up regularly.  
A Rail-babbler soon started calling and did so up to 11.30 am. It came really close, step by step, but it 
never showed and eventually fell silent. The male Great Argus reappeared as did the subadult male 
Malayan Peacock-Pheasant allowing amazing pictures, incredible. A Banded Kingfisher sang its 
unique song and an adult Wrinkled Hornbill flew low, right overhead.  
When we walked back to our car at noon we heard a Helmeted Hornbill, after which we went for lunch 
in the most nearby town, half an hour from Merapoh. 
 

  
Yellow-bellied Bulbul                                                                 Malayan Peacock-Pheasant 

 
We were back at Merapoh at 2.30 pm and this time Lucky took us deeper into the park. Fifteen 
minutes in, it started raining heavily and it was another two kilometers before we found something to 
take shelter in. When we reached the watch tower we were totally wet. Then Shahrool put the kettle on 
and by the time coffee was ready, it was dry and we were enjoying the wide open views from the 
roofed top of the tower with two scruffy wet Oriental Honey Buzzards passing the tower at eye level. A 
Streaked Bulbul was a nice find here, because it was a lifer. After a bright male Asian Fairy Bluebird 
we drove back, a male Scarlet-breasted Flowerpecker was a new bird too. Silver-rumped Spinetails 
were hawking over the forest, and a Common Emerald Dove was on the road. I then identified a pair 
of Large Green Pigeons, the birds were mating, before Irshad saw a Helmeted Hornbill flying in. I only 
glimpsed the bird as it flew off right away. We tried to relocate it from the Canopy Walkway but ‘only’ 
saw 15 Black Hornbills in their roosting tree, an adult Red-bearded Bee-eater, a Raffles’s Malkoha and 
a photogenic Stripe-throated Bulbul, Malayan Black Magpie was there too. 
It was 6.45 pm now and time to go home. A last look at the trail gave a big surprise, a Malayan 
Crested Fireback was on the road, an incredible rebound after yesterday. Although it was an immature 
female, the species reached our list after all!  
Another feature we thoroughly enjoyed today were puddling butterflies. Several big and colorful 
butterflies like Great, Lesser and Common Jay, Fivebar Swordtail and Malayan and Pendlebury’s 
Zebra were seen and photographed on the only road through Taman Negara Merapoh. 
 
25 February 
This morning we first helped Irshad to the Merlin app. We repeated yesterday’s schedule and again 
arrived at Merapoh at 8.30. A Banded Woodpecker was new for the trip, a fly-by Great Iora was new 
as well. On the Canopy Walk we saw three lifer Red-billed Malkohas and a very smart Prevost’s 
Squirrel was a nice addition to our mammal list. Four Mountain Imperial Pigeons perched on one of 
the very tall trees and Black Hornbills were common again. At 9.30 we entered the reserve again in the 
company of local guide Lucky and sat ourselves down at the hide once more. They had put up the 
blind again and sprinkled meal worms around, so now the waiting game could begin and we hoped for 
the best. We had only two targets left and started taping Garnet Pitta, but it did not respond.  
Rail-babbler was heard, but it stayed far more distant than yesterday. We finally heard a singing Green 
Broadbill after which it started raining again at 11.15 am, ending our Rail-babbler quest.  



 
We used the afternoon to get to Taiping, further up north and arrived at the Flemington Hotel at 5.30 
pm. The Lake Gardens opposite the hotel are one of the best places of the world to see (semi?) wild 
Milky Storks, an endangered species that has been reintroduced from Taiping Zoo; we easily saw 
seven Milky Storks, adults and immatures. During a walk through the park we also recorded Chinese 
Pond Herons, Asian Openbills, Black-crowned Night Herons, Great and Medium Egrets, Orange-
breasted Green Pigeons, Brahminy Kites and Long-tailed Parakeets. Crested Serpent Eagle, Oriental 
Pied Hornbills and Paddyfield Pipits were also seen here.  
 
 

  
Long-tailed Parakeet                                                              Milky Stork 

 
During diner we met local guide Gunar, a friend of Irshad. Gunar told us everything there is to know 
about Maxwell Hill, now named Bukit Larut and about our adventure tomorrow. The road to the top has 
been closed for four years due to Covid and landslides and will be reopened in April, but especially for 
us Gunar is allowed to take us to the top tomorrow. 
 
26 February 
High expectations and therefore frustrations when the driver who had to take us to the top of Bukit 
Larut in his Land Rover was 45 minutes late. When we went up we worked 72 hairpin bends to get to 
the top, a bumpy and steep road, but doable. Gunar grew up on the hill and he was anxious to see 
what rewilding and the absence of humans had done to the area. He talked out loud about all the big 
animals (Malayan Tiger!) and rare birds he had seen here, but like us, was brought back to reality 
when the trails were silent and the birding was slow. We did not see and hear many birds; we 
glimpsed a Red-headed Trogon and some Buffy-crested Hornbills, found a female Mugimaki 
Flycatcher and some old friends. Orange-breasted Trogon, Rufous-browed Flycatcher and Grey-
throated Babbler were all heard, but never made a decent appearance. The tall trees obstructed the 
view into the valley, so Great Hornbills were heard but not seen and when things got really slow 
around noon we asked the Land Rover guy to bring us down the mountain again. On the way up we 
saw a Chestnut-naped Forktail and one of the Whistling Thrush species, on the way down we only 
saw happy hikers and four Wreathed Hornbills flying over.  
Back at the hotel we decided to have lunch in town (Taiping) and after making pictures of Robinson’s 
Banded Langur in the Lake Gardens we opted for a visit to Maxwell Hill base camp for some 
lowland species we had missed so far. We were pretty successful with Banded Broadbill and a Fire-
breasted Flowerpecker.  
 
We still had some daytime left, so when I asked Irshad for a place for White-headed Munia, he and 
Shahrool immediately agreed and geared into action, even if it took an hour to get to Kuala Kangsar 
and its rice paddies, east of town at gps 47.7753, 100.9646. It rained heavily when we had reached 
the area, so we birded from the car. White-headed Munias were easy, we saw at least 500 of them 
among the even more common Scaly-breasted Munias. White-rumped and Chestnut Munias and Baya 
Weavers were also seen in these big flocks. Asian Openbills and Eastern Cattle Egrets were 
everywhere and three Watercocks (two males, one female) and a Cinnamon Bittern were welcome 
additions to our trip list. Best bird was a showy Eastern Baillon’s Crake that was found while scanning 
the water-filled ditches and at the edge of town a Great Hawk-Cuckoo gave some unexpected photo 
opportunities in fading light. In the evening we had lots of fun over dinner at Secret Recipe again and 
talked about our plans for another day of birding in Malaysia tomorrow. 



   
(Eastern) Baillon’s Crake                                                             Eastern Cattle Egret 

 
27 February 
It was a sunny day again with a nice 27 degrees Celsius, but birding was often slow in the morning this 
holiday and this morning was no exception. Our visit to the mangroves at Kuala Sepatang at 8 am 
was impacted by a guy with a noisy leaf blower, which made it difficult to locate Mangrove Whistler. 
When we finally did, twenty minutes deeper in the mangroves the leaf blower fell silent and a 
Mangrove Pitta became vocal. A Copper-throated Sunbird was new to Hiele and we enjoyed the Giant 
Mudskippers that emerged from their swimming pools at low tide. We left Laut Matang Mangroves at 
10 am and drove to my latest Ebird discovery (late last night) called Pondok Tanjung Forest 
Reserve, that seemed to have the longest list of new species in the greater Taiping area. Our ever-
flexible guides embraced the idea right away and drove the one hour to the place. Access into the 
forest proved difficult, so we resorted to roadside birding along the highway during the middle (read: 
wrong) part of the day. Irshad texted a friend from a friend to get to the guy that put all the 
observations in Ebird this month and he shared a good spot near a bridge at 5.0818,100.7203. A male 
Ashy Minivet was our best bird here, but several colorful butterfly species such as Yamfly and Rustic 
saved the area. 
We had to work hard for the birds, luckily our guides never gave up. When Hiele and I said we wanted 
to visit the Lake Gardens again, Gunar and Irshad decided to give up their well-deserved break and 
went with us after all. I found a pair of Lesser Cuckooshrike, but we were not able to locate any 
roosting Buffy Fish Owls, a new species for Hiele. Our guides worked 24/7 if we wanted them to, they 
are never tired of looking for new birds. At 4 pm the Burmese Pools was our destination, but apart 
from Jungle Myna and some nice lifer butterflies it was again devoid of birds. Perak Botanical 
Garden was next and nearby. With no people at the garden other than us it was very quiet and after 
some common park birds like Common Iora, Plaintive Cuckoo, Lineated Barbet and a flock of Puff-
throated Babblers, Irshad flushed a Malayan Night Heron, that I glimpsed just before it fell into cover 
again. I little browsing on Facebook and Ebird learned that this bird had been present here for several 
weeks. We could not locate the bird again and then walked back to the hotel, caught by surprise by 
heavy rain. We reached the hotel soaking wet, but after a quick shower we went for diner in town 
where we met with dr Kevin Lazarus. He is the former director of Taiping Zoo, responsible for the Milky 
Stork (Endangered) reintroduction program and he was invited to our diner by his friend Irshad. Irshad 
had told him that according to Observado these storks were not countable and Kevin Lazarus was 
now personally able to tell us that these storks are fourth generation free-flying birds that breed without 
human interference. The Lake Garden’s population is now self-sustaining and with 40 birds now ready 
to expand into the nearby mangroves and spread over the peninsula from there. He also told us about 
another project that involves Nicobar Pigeons, another bird in need of extra support. It was a very 
pleasant and inspiring evening with lots of fun and good stories. 
 
28 February 
We had a pre-breakfast stroll at 7.30 for Buffy Fish Owl but again came up empty. After our Flemington 
breakfast we started at the Perak Botanical Garden that opened at 8 am to see if the Malayan Night 
Heron was still there. We slowly walked to the place where we saw it yesterday and soon enough I 
saw the bird flying up from a leaf-littered shaded forest floor and going down behind a big tree. We 
flushed the Malayan Night Heron two more times, a third time the adult bird flew by very nicely. 
Happily we went on to the Sedim Tree Top Walk, 1.5 hours ahead and stopped at the roadside bridge 
again in Podok Tanjung Forest Reserve with a singing Black-eared Barbet, a female Bar-bellied 
Cuckooshrike and at least 25 Pacific Swifts foraging very low overhead. We reached the walkway at 
11 am and although birding was slow, we did see singing Indochinese Blue Flycatcher, a male 



Temminck’s Sunbird and a small flock of passerines including an Eastern Crowned Warbler. We then 
drove back to our new Fuller hotel in Kulim and after an hour rest we continued to Air Hitam Dalam 
Forest Reserve where we tried for Buffy Fish Owl and Mangrove Blue Flycatcher. Both remained 
elusive, a pair of Black-thighed Falconets allowed great pictures and two Black Kites were new to the 
trip, which now stands at 303 bird species (145 of them lifers). After another visit to our favorite Secret 
Recipe restaurant, we went to bed early in Kulim. 
 
1 March 
Our last day of the trip and we agreed on not going that far and chose to go to the Sedim Tree Top 
Walk again, this time early in the morning. We stopped several times on the approach road and close 
to the parking Irshad heard a Blue-winged Pitta. We walked in its direction when the bird flew up in a 
tree, wow! We did some playback and slowly approached the tree but the bird had vanished into thin 
air. We saw a Sunda Pygmy Woodpecker working its way op a dead tree from here, with four Blue-
crowned Hanging Parrots in the same tree, the first time we saw this species perched. We proceeded 
to the Tree Top Walk while Shahrool tried to relocate the pitta. We later heard that the bird called a few 
times but fell completely silent later on. We in the meantime learned that the Tree Top Walk was 
closed today, but at the parking lot we met Neoh Hor Kee, the Guy from Ebird (the one Irshad called 
when we were roadside birding at Pondok Tanjung Forest Reserve) and he invited us to go birding 
with him on a trail up into the forest adjacent to the road up to the Tree Top Walk. Birding was slow in 
the beginning, but after Neoh Hor Kee called in a pair of Banded Kingfishers things got going with 
several lifers including a gorgeous male Rufous-collared Kingfisher, two Purple-naped Spiderhunters, 
a pair of Chestnut-breasted Malkohas and two noisy Rufous-fronted Babblers, all part of a big flock 
that also produced a Dark-throated Oriole, a male Scarlet-rumped Trogon, two Eastern Crowned 
Warblers, White-bellied Epornis and at least two Grey-throated Babblers with very noisy Chestnut-
winged Babblers nearby. A Pale Blue Flycatcher was singing high up in a fig tree and at the parking 
two adult and an immature Rhinoceros Hornbill were eating fruit enabling excellent observations and 
photos. 
 

   
Rhinoceros Hornbill                                                                              Sharool, Hiele, Jaap and Irshad 

 
By now it was noon and while Hiele and I thought we would be driving to the airport for our flight to 
Kuala Lumpur it turned out the men went for one last attempt for Buffy Fish Owl at yesterday’s place 
Air Hitam Dalam Forest Reserve in the mangroves. Again the bird was not to be found and thus we 
drove to the airport on Penang Island. We lunched together at the airport and talked about our plans 
for next year and asked Irshad and Shahrool if they would go with us to Borneo. They reacted eagerly 
to go with us and Irshad said he would work on a program right away and proposed to throw Sulawesi 
in the mix too. We parted with heavy hearts. Irshad could work on his bird calls, but he is by far the 
best tour leader we have ever had, so flexible, eager, open, erudite and kind. Shahrool was far more 
than our driver and assistant guide, he helped us in every way possible. He took care of us, be it with 
coffee, raincoats, water, laundry, pre-visit preparations and a good sense of humor, you name it. 
From Penang we flew back to Kuala Lumpur, waited for four hours and then flew back to Amsterdam 
in the Netherlands. 
 
Species lists. Species in bold print are lifers. 
Birds, taxonomy according to IOC 2025. 
 
1 Ferruginous Partridge, caloperdix oculeus; male and female from the hide at Bukit Tinggi.

   



2 Malayan Partridge, arborophila campbelli; only heard at Fraser’s Hill, at two sites. They 
showed regularly at the well-known feeding spot at Richmond Bungalow, but not when we 
were there. 

    
3 Malayan Crested Fireback, lophura rufa; we missed them at the Swamp Loop in Taman 

Negara NP, but bumped into a female at Taman Negara Merapoh. 
   
4 Great Argus, argusianus argus; a showy adult male showed up at a blind at Taman Negara 

Merapoh, a trip highlight.  
 

  
 
 
5 Malayan Peacock-Pheasant, polyplectron malacense; an showy subadult male showed up at 

a blind in Taman Negara Merapoh, another trip highlight. 
    
6 Mountain Peacock-Pheasant, polyplectron inopinatum; a subadult male at the hide at Bukit 

Tinggi.     
 
7 Red Junglefowl, gallus gallus; seen and/or heard on three days this trip. 
   
8 Large-tailed Nightjar, caprimulgus macrurus; we flushed two birds at Paya Indah wetlands 

midmorning. Driving country roads in the evening, north of Kuala Selengor at gps 3.46084, 
101.24222 we saw at least seven birds.  

    
9 Grey-rumped Treeswift, hemiprocne longipennis; common, especially in the Bukit Tinggi area. 
   
10 Whiskered Treeswift, hemiprocne comata; two perched in a roadside tree below Bukit Tinggi.

    
11 Plume-toed Swiftlet, collocalia affinis; certainly seen at Bukit Tinggi, after that we did not put 

any more effort in identifying swiflets. 
     
12 Glossy Swiftlet, collocalia esculenta; common.  
   
13 Edible-nest Swiftlet, aerodramus fuciphagus; common especially at Paya Indah wetlands.

    
14 Silver-rumped Spinetail, rhaphidura leucopygialis; four hunting over the forest below Bukit 

Tinggi; also seen at Taman Negara NP. 
   
15 Asian Palm Swift, cypsiurus balasiensis; five at the parking at Taman Negara Merapoh. 

  
16 Pacific Swift, apus pacificus; at least 25 hunting low over Pondok Tanjung Forest Reserve.
  
   
17 House Swift, apus nipalensis; ten over Kampung Selangor Dredging at Payah Indah 

Wetlands.  
    
18 Short-toed Coucal, centropus rectunguis; three calling at Taman Negara NP.  
  



19 Greater Coucal, centropus sinensis; common. 
    
20 Lesser Coucal, centropus bengalensis; one at Paya Indah wetlands.  
   
21 Raffles's Malkoha, rhinortha chlorophaea; three from the Swamp Loop in Taman Negara  NP, 

two Taman Negara Merapoh, Canopy Walkway; one near the Sedim Treetop Walk. 
     

  
 
22 Red-billed Malkoha, zanclostomus javanicus; three Taman Negara Merapoh, Canopy 

Walkway. 
   
23 Chestnut-breasted Malkoha, phaenicophaeus curvirostris; two at the Sedim Treetop Walk. 
   
24 Black-bellied Malkoha, phaenicophaeus diardi; three at Paya Indah wetlands. 
  
25 Green-billed Malkoha, phaenicophaeus tristis; common. 
   
26 Chestnut-winged Cuckoo, clamator coromandus; one at Paya Indah wetlands.  
 
27 Asian Koel, eudynamys scolopaceus; common.  
   
28 Banded Bay Cuckoo, cacomantis sonneratii; one at Paya Indah wetlands. 
  
29 Plaintive Cuckoo, cacomantis merulinus; common. 
    
30 Sunda Brush Cuckoo, cacomantis sepulcralis; one at Paya Indah wetlands.  
  
31 Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo, surniculus lugubris; two at the Berjaya Hills Golf & Country 

Club, Bukit Tinggi and a few more at Taman Negara and Bukit Larut. 
    
32 Large Hawk-Cuckoo, hierococcyx sparverioides; one at the edge of Kampung Kuala Sayong 

Hulu, Kuala Sangar.  
   

  
 
33 Dark Hawk-Cuckoo, hierococcyx bocki; one in town at Fraser’s Hill. 



   
34 Malaysian Hawk-Cuckoo, hierococcyx fugax; one at Telekom Loop, Fraser’s Hill.  
  
35 Spotted Dove, spilopelia chinensis; common.  
  
36 Little Cuckoo-Dove, macropygia ruficeps; at least three at Fraser’s Hill; one at Bukit Larut.

    
37 Common Emerald Dove, chalcophaps indica; two on the road at Taman Negara Merapoh; one 

at Bukit Larut. 
   
38 Zebra Dove, geopelia striata; common.    
 
39  Pink-necked Green Pigeon, treron vernans; two in the Sama Sama hotel garden close to the 

airport; two at Paya Indah wetlands. Two males at the lake Gardens in Taiping; one at the Laut 
Matang mangroves at Kuala Sepetang. 

   
40 Orange-breasted Green Pigeon, treron bicinctus; two at the De Palma Resort at Kuala 

Selangor. 
     
41 Thick-billed Green Pigeon, treron curvirostra; two at the Bukit Larut parking, while waiting for 

the land rover to take us uphill; two at Air Hitam Dalam Forest Reserve.  
   
42 Large Green Pigeon, treron capellei; a mating pair at Taman Negara Merapoh. 
   
43 Mountain Imperial Pigeon, ducula badia; heard at Bukit Tinggi; five perched at Taman 

Negara Merapoh.  
 
44 (Eastern) Baillon's Crake, zapornia pusilla pusilla; one in rice paddy ditch, east of Kuala 

Kangsar. 
     
45 Grey-headed Swamphen, porphyrio poliocephalus; two at Paya Indah wetlands, Selangor.  
 
46 Watercock, gallicrex cinerea; a male and a pair in full summer plumage in rice fields, east of 

Kuala Kangsar, Perak. 
    
47 White-breasted Waterhen, amaurornis phoenicurus; two at Paya Indah wetlands; three in rice 

fields, east of Kuala Kangsar. 
   
48 Black-winged Stilt, himantopus himantopus; 51 just west of Penanti, Penang. 
    
49 Pacific Golden Plover, pluvialis fulva; the sand banks held plenty of wader and tern species 

during our boat trip over the Selangor River up to where the river broadens into the sea. Two 
of them were Pacific Golden Plovers. 

    
50 Red-wattled Lapwing, vanellus indicus; common.    

    
51 Greater Sand Plover, anarhynchus leschenaultia; four in winter plumage, see nr. 49. I’m 

almost sure I saw a Tibetan Sand Plover, anarhynchus atrifrons too; one in winter plumage. 
    
52 Eurasian Whimbrel, numenius phaeopus; one on the sand banks, see nr 49. 
   
53 Eurasian Curlew, numenius arquata; three on the sand banks, see nr. 49.  
   
54 Terek Sandpiper, xenus cinereus; fifteen on the sand banks, see nr. 49. 
   
55 Marsh Sandpiper, tringa stagnatilis; 51 on the sand banks, see nr. 49. 
    
56 Common Redshank, tringa tetanus; 34 on the sand banks, see nr. 49. 
    
57 Common Greenshank, tringa nebularia; one on the sand banks, see nr. 49.  



  
58 Little Tern, sternula albifrons; one on the sand banks, see nr. 49.   
 
59 Gull-billed Tern, gelochelidon nilotica; eight on the sand banks, see nr. 49; one adult non-

breeding at Air Hitam Dalam Forest Reserve.  
    
60 Whiskered Tern, chlidonias hybrida; 50+ over the sand banks of the Selangor River, see nr. 

49.    
61 Greater Crested Tern, thalasseus bergii; at least one on the sand banks, see nr. 49. 
   
62 Asian Openbill, anastomus oscitans; common in rice paddy environment and wetlands 

throughout. 
    
63 Lesser Adjutant, leptoptilos javanicus; sixteen on the sand banks of the Selangor River, 

where the river broadens out into the sea. 
 
64 Milky Stork, mycteria cinerea; these storks are fourth generation free-flying birds that breed 

without human interference. The Lake Garden’s population is now self-sustaining and with 40 
birds now ready to expand into the nearby mangroves.   

 
65 Painted Stork, mycteria leucocephala; at least 10 birds along with the Lesser Adjudants and a 

distant bird that looked like a Milky Stork, but probably was a hybrid.  
   
66 Oriental Darter, anhinga melanogaster; at Paya Indah wetlands, Selangor and Perak Botanical 

Garden, Taiping. 
   
67 Cinnamon Bittern, botaurus cinnamomeus; one rice fields, east of Kuala Kangsar, Perak. 
      
68 Yellow Bittern, botaurus sinensis; one at Paya Indah Wetlands and one at a roadside pool 

nearby.   
  
69 Black-crowned Night Heron, nycticorax nycticorax; a big colony at Paya Indah wetlands, 

Selangor; 50+ around the boat ramp where we boarded the boat over the Selangor River.
     

70 Malayan Night Heron, gorsachius melanolophus; an adult at Perak Botanical Garden, 
Taiping. Irshad flushed the bird late afternoon on February 27th and we relocated the bird early 
next morning.  

  
71 Little Egret, egretta garzetta; common.  
   
72 Little Heron, butorides atricapilla javanica; one at Perak Botanical Garden, Taiping.  
  
73 Chinese Pond Heron; ardeola bacchus; one adult non-breeding Lake Gardens, Taiping. 
    
74 Javan Pond Heron, ardeola speciosa; a few Paya Indah wetlands, Selangor.  
  
75 Great Egret, ardea alba; common.    
 
76 Medium Egret, ardea intermedia; common. 
   
77 Eastern Cattle Egret, ardea coromanda; common. 
   
78 Grey Heron, ardea cinerea; two Paya Indah wetlands; one along the Selangor River, south of 

Kuala Kubu Baru.  
   
79 Purple Heron, ardea purpurea; one Paya Indah wetlands; one at the Selangor River, south of 

Kuala  Kubu Baru; two in the rice fields, east of Kuala Kangsar, Perak. 
   
80 Black-winged Kite, elanus caeruleus; one north of Kuala Selangor.  
   



81 Crested Honey Buzzard, pernis ptilorhynchus; two over Paya Indah wetlands, at least 23 birds 
in five minutes migrating below Bukit Tinggi, with a few more later that same day; two passing 
the watch tower at eye level at Taman Negara Merapoh. 

  
82 Black Baza, aviceda leuphotes; one at Payah Indah Wetlands, Selangor; one over Selangor 

Nature Park. 
    
83 Crested Serpent Eagle, spilornis cheela; two at Payah Inda wetlands; one at Taiping Lake 

Gardens. 
  
84 Changeable Hawk-Eagle, nisaetus cirrhatus; widespread. 
    
85 Black Kite, milvus migrans; two at Air Hitam Dalam Forest Reserve; five near Penang.  
  
86 Brahminy Kite, haliastur indus; common at Selangor, a pair nesting in the Lake Gardens, 

Taiping. 
   
87 Eastern Barn Owl, tyto javanica; driving country roads in the evening, north of Kuala Selengor 

at gps 3.46084, 101.24222 looking for nightjars at least four birds. 
   
88 Northern Boobook, ninox japonica; calling at Bukit Tinggi. 
    
89 Collared Owlet, taenioptynx brodiei; two heard at Fraser’s Hill, one singing on February 19th 

and one calling a day later, both heard during the daytime.   
    
90 Oriental Scops Owl, otus sunia; heard at Bukit Tinggi. 
    
91 Barred Eagle-Owl, ketupa sumatrana; "Hutan Paya Gambut Selangor Utara" translates 

to North Selangor Peat Swamp Forest, which is the second-largest contiguous peat swamp 
forest in Peninsular Malaysia. From gps 3.46167, 101.24767 we heard Barred Eagle-Owl and 
Dusky Eagle Owl.   

   
92 Dusky Eagle-Owl, ketupa coromanda; see nr. 91.  
   
92 Brown Wood Owl, strix leptogrammica; one roadside bird driving down before dawn from 

Fraser’s Hill to Kuala Kubu Baru. 
  
93 Scarlet-rumped Trogon, harpactes duvaucelii; one singing at Taman Negara NP; a gaudy 

male at Taman Negara Merapoh and two more heard singing deeper in the park here. Another 
male was seen on the trail next to the Sedim Treetop Walk. 

   
94 Orange-breasted Trogon, harpactes oreskios; one singing at Bukit Tinggi, one at Bukit Larut. 
 
95 Red-headed Trogon, harpactes erythrocephalus; two showy males and a female at Fraser’s 

Hill; one at Bukit Larut.  
   
96 White-crowned Hornbill, berenicornis comatus; two perched then flying off near Richmond 

Bungalow, Fraser’s Hill.  
    
97 Rhinoceros Hornbill, buceros rhinoceros; heard at Bukit Tinggi; one at Fraser’s Hill; two 

adults at Hornbill Valley, close to Taman Negara; three at Taman Negara Merapoh. A pair of 
hornbills with a juvenile showed really well at the Sedim Treetop Walk. 

    
98 Great Hornbill, buceros bicornis; heard at Bukit Tinggi and Bukit Larut.   
 
99 Helmeted Hornbill, rhinoplax vigil; one heard near The Gap, Fraser’s Hill; one flying off at 

Taman Negara Merapoh, near the Canopy Walkway.    
 
100 Oriental Pied Hornbill, anthracoceros albirostris; one at Kuala Kubu Bharu; one Lake Gardens, 

Taiping; two at Kuala Sepetang.  



 
101 Black Hornbill, anthracoceros malayanus; at least fifteen at Taman Negara Merapoh, near 

and/or seen from the Canopy Walkway.   
 
102 Bushy-crested Hornbill, anorrhinus galeritus; heard at Fraser’s Hill; heard at Taman Negara 

NP;  two at Bukit Larut.  
 
103 Wreathed Hornbill, rhyticeros undulatus; two adult birds over Mutiara Resort, Taman Negara 

NP; a party of four flying over Bukit Larut. 
 
104 Wrinkled Hornbill, rhabdotorrhinus corrugatus; heard at the parking of Taman Negara 

Merapoh on 23 February and one low overhead deeper inside TN Merapoh a day later. 
  
105 Oriental Dollarbird, eurystomus orientalis; a pair at the De Palma Resort at Kuala Selangor; 

one at Taman Negara NP. 
  
106 Rufous-collared Kingfisher, actenoides concretus; one showing well at the trail next to 

Sedim Treetop Walkway. 
     
107 Banded Kingfisher, lacedo pulchella; one singing Taman Negara Merapoh and one at the 

trail next to Sedim Treetop Walkway.  
   
108 Stork-billed Kingfisher, pelargopsis capensis; one south of Kuala Kubu Baru, along the river; 

one at the river at Taman Negara NP. 
   
109 White-throated Kingfisher, halcyon smyrnensis; one at Paya Indah wetlands. 
   
110 Black-capped Kingfisher, halcyon pileate; one at Selangor Nature Park. 
    
111 Collared Kingfisher, todiramphus chloris; common. 
   
112 Red-bearded Bee-eater, nyctyornis amictus; one calling near the Japanese Village, Bukit 

Tinggi; two near The Gap at Fraser’s Hill, the second one close enough for very nice pictures; 
one at Taman Negara Merapoh; one at Bukit Larut.  

   
113 Blue-tailed Bee-eater, merops philippinus; two + one at Paya Indah wetlands; three at the 

Berjaya Hills Golf & Country Club, Bukit Tinggi. 
    
114 Blue-throated Bee-eater, merops viridis; ten at the edge of Swamp Loop, Taman Negara NP; 

two at the Burmese Pool, Taiping. 
   
115 Fire-tufted Barbet, psilopogon pyrolophus; singing at Meranti Park Suites, close to the golf 

course, Bukit Tinggi. Four were seen at Fraser’s Hill. 
    
116 Lineated Barbet, psilopogon lineatus; heard at Selangor Nature Park; four seen at Perak 

Botanical Garden in Taiping. 
   
117 Golden-whiskered Barbet, psilopogon chrysopogon; common.   
  
118 Red-throated Barbet, psilopogon mystacophanos; heard only, at Bukit Tinggi and at the Lake 

Gardens, Taiping. 
    
119 Black-browed Barbet, psilopogon oorti; common. 
   
120 Yellow-crowned Barbet, psilopogon henricii; heard at Bukit Tinggi, one at The Gap, Fraser’s 

Hill. 
    
121 Black-eared Barbet, psilopogon duvaucelii; common (at least five) at Taman Negara 

Merapoh; a singing roadside bird at Podok Tanjung Forest Reserve.  
   



122 Coppersmith Barbet, psilopogon haemacephalus; two singing at Paya Indah wetlands. 
   
123 Sooty Barbet, caloramphus hayii; six at Meranti Park Suites, close to the golf course, Bukit 

Tinggi. 
   
124 Sunda Pygmy Woodpecker, yungipicus moluccensis; one on a roadside tree near the 

parking of the Sedim Treetop Walk.  
  
125 Banded Woodpecker, chrysophlegma miniaceum; one at the Taman Negara Merapoh parking; 

a pair at Laut Matang mangroves, Kuala Sepetang; an adult male at Air Hitam Dalam Forest 
Reserve. 

   
126 Greater Yellownape, chrysophlegma flavinucha; two at Fraser’s Hill.  
   
127 Lesser Yellownape, picus chlorolophus; one at Fraser’s Hill.  
   
128 Crimson-winged Woodpecker, picus puniceus; one at Bukit Tinggi. 
   
129 Laced Woodpecker, picus vittatus; one at Paya Indah wetlands.  
   
130 Common Flameback, dinopium javanense; common. 
    
131 Greater Flameback, chrysocolaptes guttacristatus; two males Da Palma Resort at Kuala 

Selangor. 
    
132 Bamboo Woodpecker, gecinulus viridis; one at the Japanese Tea House, Bukit Tinggi.  
   
133 Maroon Woodpecker, blythipicus rubiginosus; one near The Gap, Fraser’s Hill; two Swamp 

Loop, Taman Negara Merapoh. 
    
134 Rufous Woodpecker, micropternus brachyurus; one at the Taman Negara Merapoh parking. 
    
135 Buff-rumped Woodpecker, meiglyptes grammithorax; one at the Taman Negara Merapoh 

parking. 
   
136 Great Slaty Woodpecker, mulleripicus pulverulentus; heard in Taman Negara NP. 
   
137 Black-thighed Falconet, microhierax fringillarius; one at the Sungai Gerachi dam northeast of 

Kuala Kubu Baru; two halfway the road from Kuala Kubu Baru  to Fraser’s Hill, close to The 
Gap; two at Air Hitam Dalam Forest Reserve. 

    
138 Peregrine Falcon, falco peregrinus; perched on a high-rise building near Sama Sama hotel at 

the airport. 
    
139 Long-tailed Parakeet, psittacula longicauda; hard to miss at the Lake Gardens in Taiping.

   
140 Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot, loriculus galgulus; fly-overs at Taman Negara NP and four 

perched in a roadside tree, on the approach to the Sedim Treetop Walk. 
 
141 Long-tailed Broadbill, psarisomus dalhousiae; one seen at Fraser’s Hill, nesting. What a bird! 
    
142 Silver-breasted Broadbill, serilophus lunatus; singing at Fraser’s Hill, just recently this 

species reached this altitude. 
    
143 Black-and-red Broadbill, cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos; one at Paya Indah wetlands, 

Selangor; two at the parking at Taman Negara Merapoh.     
 
144 Banded Broadbill, eurylaimus javanicus; one Maxwell Hill (Bukit Larut) base camp, Taiping.

    



145 Black-and-yellow Broadbill, eurylaimus ochromalus; singing at Meranti Park Suites, close to 
the golf course, Bukit Tinggi; one singing and showing well near The Gap, Fraser’s Hill; singing 
at Swamp Loop, Taman Negara NP; one at the parking of Taman Negara Merapoh and one 
along the trail deeper inside the park.  

 
146 Green Broadbill, calyptomena viridis; finally, one singing at Taman Negara Merapoh. 
   
147 Garnet Pitta, erythropitta granatina; heard at a blind at Taman Negara Merapoh, but playback 

did not result in any sightings.   
 
148 Blue-winged Pitta, pitta moluccensis; one heard, then flying up along the approach road to 

the Sedim Treetop Walk. 
   
149 Mangrove Pitta, pitta megarhyncha; calling at Laut Matang mangroves, Kuala Sepetang. 
 
150 Golden-bellied Gerygone, gerygone sulphurea; a few Selangor Nature Park. 
 
151 Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike, hemipus picatus; one at Meranti Park Suites, close to the golf 

course, Bukit Tinggi.    
 
152 Large Woodshrike, tephrodornis virgatus; one at Meranti Park Suites, close to the golf 

course, Bukit Tinggi; one near The Gap, Fraser’s Hill.    
 
153 Common Iora, aegithina tiphia; common.   
 
154 Green Iora, aegithina viridissima; one near The Gap, Fraser’s Hill; one Maxwell Hill base 

camp, Taiping; one Sedim Treetop Walk. 
 
155 Great Iora, aegithina lafresnayei; one at the Taman Negara Merapoh parking. 
    
156 Grey-chinned Minivet, pericrocotus solaris; two pairs at Fraser’s Hill, at the edge of town and 

at the golf course.     
 
157 Scarlet Minivet, pericrocotus speciosus; common. A male Pericrocotus at The Gap, most 

probably was a Fiery Minivet.    
 
158 Ashy Minivet, pericrocotus divaricatus; one at Paya Indah wetlands, Selangor, February 16th. A 

male at Podok Tanjung Forest Reserve. 
   
159 Bar-bellied Cuckooshrike, coracina striata; a roadside male at Podok Tanjung Forest 

Reserve.  
   
160 Malayan Cuckooshrike, coracina larutensis; three at Fraser’s Hill   
  
161 Pied Triller, lalage nigra; five in total at Paya Indah wetlands, Selangor.  
 
162 Lesser Cuckooshrike, lalage fimbriata; one at Paya Indah wetlands; male and later female at 

the Lake Gardens, Taiping.    
 
163 Mangrove Whistler, pachycephala cinerea; heard at Laut Matang mangroves, Kuala 

Sepetang. 
    
164 Black-eared Shrike-babbler, pteruthius melanotis; five at Fraser’s Hill; three on 18 February, 

two on February 19th.     
 
165 White-browed Shrike-babbler, pteruthius aeralatus; four at Fraser’s Hill; two on 18 February, 

two on February 19th.     
   
166 White-bellied Erpornis, erpornis zantholeuca; one at Bukit Tinggi; one at Fraser’s Hill; one 

one in a mixed flock along the trail next to the Sedim Treetop Walkway. 



    
167 Black-and-crimson Oriole, oriolus consanguineous; four at Fraser’s Hill; one in a mixed 

species flock, a pair a day later and a female at Telekom Loop. 
     
168 Dark-throated Oriole, oriolus xanthonotus; one in a mixed flock along the trail next to the 

Sedim Treetop Walkway. 
     
169 Black-naped Oriole, oriolus chinensis; one near Sama Sama Hotel at the aiport in Kuala 

Lumpur. 
    
170 Bronzed Drongo, dicrurus aeneus malayensis; one at Paya Indah wetlands; one at Fraser’s 

Hill. 
    
171 Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo, dicrurus remifer; one at Bukit Tinggi; one leading a flock near 

Richmond Bunglow at Fraser’s Hill and another one at Telekom Loop. 
   
172 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, dicrurus paradiseus; common. 
    
173 Crow-billed Drongo, dicrurus annectens; one near the Sedim Treetop Walk.  
  
174 White-throated Fantail, rhipidura albicollis; three at Fraser’s Hill; one at Bukit Larut.  
   
175 Malaysian Pied Fantail, rhipidura javanica; one at Kampung Selangor Dredging at Payah 

Indah Wetlands; one at Fraser’s Hill.   
   
176 Black-naped Monarch, hypothymis azurea; a male in the forest at Tembling River beach, 

Taman Negara NP; a female seen from the trail next to the Sedim Treetop Walk. 
    
177 Brown Shrike, lanius cristatus; common. 
   
178 Long-tailed Shrike, lanius schach; one just north of Kuala Sengor; a roadside bird in the 

western part of Taiping. 
    
179 Malayan Black Magpie, platysmurus leucopterus; one at Taman Negara Merapoh. 

   
180 Sunda Crow, corvus enca; at least two seen near the airport, close to Sama Sama hotel, 

plenty of House Crows were around here too. 
  
181 Large-billed Crow, corvus macrorhynchos; common. 
    
182 Rail-babbler, eupetes macrocerus; We waited fo(u)r hours on February 24th anticipating a 

singing bird at Taman Negara Merapoh. It came really close (did we miss it right under our 
nose?), but we never saw it. That day we even heard a second, more distant bird in the 
background. The next morning we heard Rail-babbler again at the same location at Taman 
Negara Merapoh, but this time the bird was far more distant and it fell silent after twenty 
minutes. 

    
183 Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher, culicicapa ceylonensis; one Bukit Larut; one singing at the 

Sedim Treetop Walkway parking. 
     
184 Sultan Tit, melanochlora sultanea; at least eleven seen at Fraser’s Hill including eight in a big 

mixed flock near Richmond Bungalow. 
  
185 Yellow-bellied Bulbul, alophoixus phaeocephalus; one at a blind at Taman Negara Merapoh. 
   
186 Grey-cheeked Bulbul, alophoixus tephrogenys; one at a blind at Taman Negara Merapoh.

    
187 Ochraceous Bulbul, alophoixus ochraceus; common Bukit Tinggi, Fraser’s Hill and Bukit 

Larut.  
  



188 Buff-vented Bulbul, iole crypta; common.  
  
189 Cinereous Bulbul, hemixos cinereus; two at Fraser’s Hill; one at Bukit Larut. 
    
190 Streaked Bulbul, ixos malaccensis; one near the watch tower at Taman Negara Merapoh.
    
191 Mountain Bulbul, ixos mcclellandii peracensis; nine in total at Fraser’s Hill; one Bukit Larut.
   
192 Puff-backed Bulbul, euptilotus eutilotus; one Taman Negara NP. 
    
193 Black-headed Bulbul, brachypodius melanocephalos; common. 
   
194 Spectacled Bulbul, ixodia erythropthalmos; three at Bukit Tinggi; one at the Sedim Treetop 

Walk.  
   
195 Grey-bellied Bulbul, ixodia cyaniventris; one at Taman Negara NP. 
   
196 Scaly-breasted Bulbul, ixodia squamata; one halfway route 55 Kuala Kubu Baru to Fraser’s 

Hill. 
    
197 Black-crested Bulbul, rubigula flaviventris; one nearly halfway route 55 Kuala Kubu Baru to 

Fraser’s Hill; one at Fraser’s Hill. 
    
198 Cream-vented Bulbul, pycnonotus simplex; a pair seen uphill to Fraser’s Hill past the Sungai 

Gerachi dam northeast of Kuala Kubu Baru.  
    
199 Olive-winged Bulbul, pycnonotus plumosus; one at Selangor Nature Park, two at at Maxwell 

Hill (Bukit Larut) base camp, Taiping.    
   
200 Asian Red-eyed Bulbul, pycnonotus brunneus; one Paya Indah wetlands; two near the Sungai 

Gerachi dam northeast of Kuala Kubu Baru. 
   
201 Straw-headed Bulbul, pycnonotus zeylanicus; one singing along the Selangor River south of 

Kuala Kubu Baru. An unexpected find, this species has become very rare in Peninsular 
Malaysia. I went to Singapore to see them in 2019, it was a new bird for Hiele. 

    
202 Stripe-throated Bulbul, pycnonotus finlaysoni; two at Fraser’s Hill; several seen at Taman 

Negara NP. 
    
203 Yellow-vented Bulbul, pycnonotus goiavier; very common. 
 
204 Sand Martin, riparia riparia; two over the sand banks of the Selangor River, see nr. 49. 
    
205 Pacific Swallow, hirundo javanica; common. 
    
206 Rufous-bellied Swallow, cecropis badia; later afternoon February 20th at least four were 

hunting low over our Wyndham Garden Shahzan hotel at Fraser’s Hill, our only sighting of this 
species. 

    
207 Pygmy Cupwing, pnoepyga pusilla; three at Fraser’s Hill, including one that allowed good 

pictures. 
   
208 Yellow-bellied Warbler, abroscopus superciliaris; one in a mixed species flock at Fraser’s 

Hill.  
   
209 Mountain Tailorbird, phyllergates cucullatus; two singing at Bukit Larut.   
   
210 Yellow-browed Warbler, phylloscopus inornatus; one at Fraser’s Hill  
    
211 Eastern Crowned Warbler, phylloscopus coronatus; two from the Sedim Treetop Walkway. 



     
212 Arctic Warbler, phylloscopus borealis; common. 
   
213 Chestnut-crowned Warbler, phylloscopus castaniceps; two at Fraser’s Hill.  
   
214 Mountain Leaf Warbler, phylloscopus trivirgatus; two at Fraser’s Hill.  
     
215 Zitting Cisticola, cisticola juncidis malaya; one in rice fields, east of Kuala Kangsar, Perak. 
   
216 Rufescent Prinia, prinia rufescens; one along the Selangor River, south of Kuala Kubu Baru.
    
217 Common Tailorbird, orthotomus sutorius; one at Bukit Larut; one at Laut Matang mangroves at 

Kuala Sepatang. 
    
218 Dark-necked Tailorbird, orthotomus atrogularis; one at Selangor nature Park; one at Bukit 

Tinggi. 
   
219 Rufous-tailed Tailorbird, orthotomus sericeus; three at Tembling River beach, Taman Negara 

NP.  
   
220 Ashy Tailorbird, orthotomus ruficeps; three at Paya Indah wetlands; one at Air Hitam Dalam 

Forest Reserve. 
 
221 Swinhoe's White-eye, zosterops simplex; one in a big mixed species flock at Kuala Kubu Baru. 
 
222 Hume’s White-eye, zosterops auriventer; one near the big parking of Selangor Nature Park. 
  
223 Pin-striped Tit-Babbler, mixornis gularis; two well seen at Bukit Tinggi, several more heard 

during the trip. 
 
224 Golden Babbler, cyanoderma chrysaeum; common at Fraser’s Hill; one at Bukit Larut.  
    
225 Chestnut-winged Babbler, cyanoderma erythropterum; one at Bukit Tinggi; two singing along 

Swamp Loop, Taman Negara NP; one near the Sedim Treetop Walk. 
  
226 Rufous-fronted Babbler, cyanoderma rufifrons; three near the Sedim Treetop Walk.  
   
227 Black-throated Babbler, stachyris nigricollis; one singing at Taman Negara Merapoh.  
   
228 Chestnut-rumped Babbler, stachyris maculate; one at Swamp Loop, Taman Negara NP;  two 

at the trail next to the Sedim Treetop Walk.  
   
229 Grey-throated Babbler, stachyris nigriceps; two singing at Bukit Larut; one on the trail next to 

the Sedim Treetop Walk.  
   
230 Sooty-capped Babbler, malacopteron affine; two at Swamp Loop, Taman Negara NP, one of 

them performing nicely.  
    
231 Scaly-crowned Babbler, malacopteron cinereum; one showing well at Swamp Loop, Taman 

Negara NP.  
    
232 Rufous-crowned Babbler, malacopteron magnum; two bathing in a tree stump at Taman 

Negara Merapoh.  
   
233 Moustached Babbler, malacopteron magnirostre; one singing at Swamp Loop, Taman 

Negara NP; one in the forest at Tembling River beach, Taman Negara NP. 
    
234 Puff-throated Babbler, pellorneum ruficeps; flock of five at Perak Botanical Garden, Taiping.
    



235 Malayan Black-capped Babbler, pellorneum nigrocapitatum; one singing at Swamp Loop, 
Taman Negara NP.  

   
236 Mourning Babbler, pellorneum malaccense; one at a blind at Taman Negara Merapoh. 

    
237 Buff-breasted Babbler, pellorneum tickelli; regularly seen at feeding spots at Fraser’s Hill
     
238 Ferruginous Babbler, pellorneum bicolor; one singing at Swamp Loop, Taman Negara NP; 

two singing at Taman Negara Merapoh. 
    
239 Abbott's Babbler, malacocincla abbotti; two at Mutiara Resort, Taman Negara NP. 
  
240 Mountain Fulvetta, alcippe peracensis; common at Fraser’s Hill; one singing at Bukit Larut. 
    
241  Streaked Wren-Babbler, gypsophila brevicaudata; one photogenic bird at Fraser’s Hill. 

  

  
 
242 Malayan Laughingthrush, trochalopteron peninsulae; one at a feeding spot at Fraser’s Hill. 
  
243 Long-tailed Sibia, heterophasia picaoides; fairly common at Fraser’s Hill.  
   
244 Chestnut-capped Laughingthrush, pterorhinus mitratus; common at Fraser’s Hill.  
    
245 Asian Fairy-bluebird, irena puella; one at Taman Negara NP, a male at Taman Negara 

Merapoh; two at the Sedim Treetop Walk. 
   
246 Blue Nuthatch, sitta azurea; a bird in a big mixed flock at Fraser’s Hill with a second bird in 

another flock a few hours later. 
   
247 Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, sitta frontalis; one at Fraser’s Hill.  
    
248 Asian Glossy Starling, aplonis panayensis; at least 75 birds around Sama Sama Hotel at the 

airport in Kuala Lumpur; regularly seen throughout at settlements. 
    
249 Common Hill Myna, gracula religiosa; two at Swamp Loop, Taman Negara NP.   
   
250 Great Myna, acridotheres grandis; at least one at Paya Indah wetlands. 
   
251 Jungle Myna, acridotheres fuscus; one at the base of Bukit Larut; at least five near the Sedim 

Treetop Walk. 
   
252 Common Myna, acridotheres tristis; common. 
    
253 Daurian Starling, agropsar sturninus; an adult bird at the big parking at Selangor Nature Park. 
    
254 Siberian Thrush, geokichla sibirica; a roadside female at Fraser’s Hill. 
    



255 Orange-headed Thrush, geokichla citrina; an adult male at the hide at Bukit Tinggi. 
   

256 Oriental Magpie-Robin, copsychus saularis; one in the garden of Sama Sama hotel near the 
airport of Kuala Lumpur. 

   
257 White-rumped Shama, copsychus malabaricus; two at a blind at Taman Negara Merapoh, 

several more at Taman Negara NP.   
    
258 Dark-sided Flycatcher, muscicapa sibirica; one at Paya Indah wetlands; two on February 20th: 

one at Kuala Kubu Baru and one at Fraser’s Hill. 
    
259 Asian Brown Flycatcher, muscicapa dauurica; common.   
  
260 Large Niltava, niltava grandis; one at Fraser’s Hill. 
   
261 Verditer Flycatcher, eumyias thalassinus; an adult male in a big mixed species flock at 

Richmond Bungalow at Fraser’s Hill; a second adult male at The Gap, Fraser’s Hill. 
    

262 Rufous-browed Flycatcher, anthipes solitaris; one at Bukit Larut.   
 
263 Pale Blue Flycatcher, cyornis unicolor; a male near The Gap, Fraser’s Hill; one singing at the 

Sedim Treetop Walkway. 
   
264 Indochinese Blue Flycatcher, cyornis sumatrensis; a female at Bukit Tinggi; one singing at 

the Sedim Treetop Walk. 
    
265 White-crowned Forktail, enicurus leschenaultia; one at a stream near The Gap, Fraser’s Hill.

    
266 Chestnut-naped Forktail, enicurus ruficapillus; an adult at Bukit Larut.  
   
267 Malayan Whistling Thrush, myophonus robinsoni; heard singing below our Wyndham 

Garden Shahzan hotel at Fraser’s Hill just before dawn.  
    
268 Lesser Shortwing, brachypteryx leucophris; a female at a small feeding station at Fraser’s 

Hill. 
    
269 Siberian Blue Robin, larvivora cyane; an adult male at the hide at Bukit Tinggi. 
  
270 Yellow-rumped Flycatcher, ficedula zanthopygia; a female at Kuala Kubu Baru. 
   
271 Mugimaki Flycatcher, ficedula mugimaki; two at Fraser’s Hill, a male on February 19th and a 

female on February 21st. Another female was seen at Bukit Larut. 
  
272 Little Pied Flycatcher, ficedula westermanni; a confiding male at Fraser’s Hill.  
   
273 Rufous-chested Flycatcher, ficedula dumetoria; a bright male at Taman Negara NP. 
   
274 Greater Green Leafbird, chloropsis sonnerati; a female near Telekom Loop, a recent 

additions to the avifauna of Fraser’s Hill. 
  
275 Lesser Green Leafbird, chloropsis cyanopogon; one at Bukit Tinggi, one along the road to 

Fraser’s Hill, northwest of Kuala Kubu Baru. 
    
276 Blue-winged Leafbird, chloropsis moluccensis; common. 
   
277 Orange-bellied Leafbird, chloropsis hardwickii; seen on three days at Fraser’s Hill, one per 

day. 
    
278 Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker, prionochilus maculatus; one in a mixed flock with sunbirds 

other flowerpeckers at Kuala Kubu Baru and one seen from the Sedim Treetop Walk.  



   
279 Crimson-breasted Flowerpecker, prionochilus percussus; a male at Bukit Tinggi. 

   
280 Scarlet-breasted Flowerpecker, prionochilus thoracicus; a male at Taman Negara Merapoh. 
    
281 Yellow-vented Flowerpecker, pachyglossa chrysorrhea; one at Kuala Kubu Baru. 

   
282 Orange-bellied Flowerpecker, dicaeum trigonostigma; one at Bukit Tinggi; one in mixed flock at 

Kuala Kubu Baru.  
   
283 Fire-breasted Flowerpecker, dicaeum ignipectus; a male at Maxwell Hill (Bukit Larut) base 

camp.    
    
284 Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker, dicaeum cruentatum; several seen in and around Kuala Kubu 

Baru and at Taiping Botanical Garden.   
   
285 Ruby-cheeked Sunbird, chalcoparia singalensis; three at Selangor Nature Park.  
 
286 Plain Sunbird, anthreptes simplex; two on February 20th, one just east of Kuala Kuba Baru in 

a flock with more sunbirds and flowerpeckers and one near the Sungai Gerachi dam northeast 
of Kuala Kubu Baru an hour later. 

    
287 Brown-throated Sunbird, anthreptes malacensis; often encountered on the first five days of the 

trip. 
    
288 Copper-throated Sunbird, leptocoma calcostetha; a pair at Laut Matang mangroves at Kuala 

Sepatang.  
   
289 Ornate Sunbird, cinnyris ornatus; common. 
  
290 Black-throated Sunbird, aethopyga saturate; three males at Frser’s Hill; one at Bukit Larut.
    
291 Crimson Sunbird, aethopyga siparaja; one near the Sungai Gerachi dam northeast of Kuala 

Kubu Baru.  
  
292 Temminck's Sunbird, aethopyga temminckii; a male seen from the Sedim Treetop Walk. 
    
293 Purple-naped Spiderhunter, kurochkinegramma hypogrammicum; two along the trail next to 

the Sedim Treetop Walk. 
 
294 Little Spiderhunter, arachnothera longirostra; one at Bukit Larut.  
    
295 Thick-billed Spiderhunter, arachnothera crassirostris; two at Taman Negara NP. 

   
296 Long-billed Spiderhunter, arachnothera robusta; one near the Shah Alam Botanical Garden, 

Kuala Lumpur; one at Fraser’s Hill. 
    
297 Spectacled Spiderhunter, arachnothera flavigaster; one at Bukit Tinggi.   
 
298 Grey-breasted Spiderhunter, arachnothera modesta; one along the Selangor river, just south 

of Kuala Kubu Baru.    
 
299 Streaked Spiderhunter, arachnothera magna; common at Fraser’s Hill; two at Bukit Larut.

   
300 Eurasian Tree Sparrow, passer montanus; common.     
 
301 Scaly-breasted Munia, lonchura punctulate; very common.   
 
302 White-rumped Munia, lonchura striata; 50+ birds in mixed Munia flocks in rice fields, east of 

Kuala Kangsar, Perak. 



   
303 Chestnut Munia, lonchura atricapilla; a handful of birds in big mixed Munia flocks in rice fields, 

east of Kuala Kangsar, Perak. 
   
304 White-headed Munia, lonchura maja; well-represented in big mixed Munia flocks in rice fields, 

east of Kuala Kangsar, Perak. 
 
305 Baya Weaver, ploceus philippinus; nesting at Selangor, common in bog mixed Munia flocks in 

rice fields, east of Kuala Kangsar, Perak. 
   
306 Grey Wagtail, motacilla cinerea; at Fraser’s Hill and near Bukit Larut. 
    
307 Paddyfield Pipit, anthus rufulus; a few at Taiping Lake Gardens. 
 
Mammals 
Common Treeshrew, tupaia glis; Selangor Nature Park.    
Sunda Pig-tailed Macaque, macaca nemestrina; Bukit Tinggi. 
Long-tailed Macaque, macaca fascicularis; Selangor Nature Park.    
Robinson's Banded Langur, presbytis robinsoni; Lake Gardens, Taiping.   
Pale-thighed Langur, presbytis siamensis; Bukit Tinggi, six at Fraser’s Hill.   
 

  
 
Selangor Silvery Langur, trachypithecus selangorensis; easily seen at Da Palma Resort, Kuala 

Selangor and at nearby Selangor Nature Park.   
Dusky Langur, trachypithecus obscurus; family of five at Kampung Selangor Dredging; four Bukit 

Tinggi; three at Lake Gardens, Taiping. 
Lar Gibbon, hylobates lar; Taman Negara NP.   
Siamang, symphalangus syndactylus; Bukit Tinggi, Fraser’s Hill and Taman Negara.  
Short-tailed Gymnure, hylomys suillus; a few at feeding spots at Fraser’s Hill. 
 

  
  
 
Prevost's Squirrel, callosciurus prevostii; Taman Negara Merapoh. 
Gray-bellied Squirrel, callosciurus caniceps; common 
Pallas's Squirrel, callosciurus erythraeus; Bukit Tinggi.  
Plantain Squirrel, callosciurus notatus; common.  



.       
Swinhoe's Striped Squirrel, tamiops swinhoei; Bukit Tinggi.    
Three-striped Ground Squirrel, lariscus insignis; Bukit Larut.    
Horse-tailed Squirrel, sundasciurus hippurus; Bukit Tinggi.   
Wild Boar, sus scrofa; Fraser’s Hill.    
Lesser Oriental Chevrotain, tragulus kanchil; one Taman Negara Merapoh.   
 
Reptiles and amphibians 
Oriental Garden Lizard, calotes versicolor; Fraser’s Hill.    
Common Flying Dragon, draco volans; Sedim Treetop Walk.    
Common House Gecko, hemidactylus frenatus; common.    
East Indian Brown Mabuya, eutropis multifasciata; common.    
Clouded Monitor, varanus nebulosus; common.    
Common Water Monitor, varanus salvator; common.    
Malayan Green Whip Snake, ahaetulla mycterizans; Taman Negara NP.   
Common Mock Viper, psammodynastes pulverulentus; Fraser’s Hill. 
 
Butterflies 
Dingy Scrub Hopper, aeromachus dubius    
Bush Hopper, ampittia dioscorides    
Chocolate Demon, ancistroides nigrita    
Common Spotted Flat, celaenorrhinus leucocera    
Giant Redeye, gangara thyrsis    
Chestnut Bob, iambrix salsala 
Notocrypta clavate    
Xanthoneura corissa    
Common Mime, papilio clytia    
Banded Swallowtail, papilio demolion  
Great Helen, papilio iswara    
Great Mormon, papilio memnon   
Common Mormon, papilio polytes    
Malayan Zebra, graphium delesserti  
Fivebar Swordtail, graphium antiphates    
    

  
 
Common Jay, graphium doson    
Great Jay, graphium eurypylus    
Lesser Jay, graphium evemon    
Pendlebury’s Zebra, graphium ramaceus    
Common Rose, pachliopta aristolochiae   
Rajah Brooke's Birdwing, trogonoptera brookiana    
Malay Birdwing, troides amphrysus  
Common Birdwing, troides helena   
Striped Albatross, appias libythea   
Orange Gull, cepora iudith    
One-spot Grass Yellow, eurema andersoni    
Three-spot Grass Yellow, eurema blanda;  
Eurema hecabe   



Chocolate Grass Yellow, eurema sari   
Changeable Grass Yellow, eurema simulatrix   
Psyche, leptosia nina    
Allotinus unicolor   
Ciliate Blue, anthene emolus    
Common Pierrot, castalius rosimon   
Straight Pierrot, caleta roxus  
 

   
   
Fluffy Tit, zeltus amasa  
Forget-me-not, catochrysops strabo  
Common Cerulean, jamides celeno   
Yamfly, loxura atymnus    
Pale Grass Blue, pseudozizeeria maha     
Lesser Grass Blue, zizina otis    
Common Fivering, ypthima baldus 
Common Fourring, ypthima huebneri    
Ypthima pandocus   
Malayan Eggfly, hypolimnas anomala    
Great Eggfly, hypolimnas bolina   
Common Sailer, neptis hylas   
Malay Lacewing, cethosia hypsea    
Rustic, cupha erymanthis    
Julia Heliconian, dryas iulia    
Common Palmfly, elymnias hypermnestra   
Magpie Crow, euploea radamanthus  
Paper Kite, idea leuconoe    
Common Tree Nymph, idea stolli    
Blue Glassy Tiger, ideopsis vulgaris    
Pandita sinope   
Dark Glassy Tiger, parantica agleoides    
Yellow Glassy Tiger, parantica aspasi    
 

   
 
Xanthotaenia, xanthotaenia busiris  



Brown Pansy, junonia hedonia    
Chocolate Pansy, junonia iphita    
Grey Pansy, junonia atlites  
Blue Pansy, junonia orithya    
Lasippa tiga    
Dark Archduke, lexias dirtea    
White-bar Bushbrown, mycalesis anaxias    
Long-branded Bushbrown, mycalesis visala      
Ragadia critolaus   
Tanaecia iapis   
 
Dragonflies    
Vestalis amethystine    
Grizzled Pintail, acisoma panorpoides    
Neurothemis terminate    
Common Blue Skimmer, orthetrum glaucum  
 
 
More info needed: jaapwestra@icloud.com 
Highly recommended: Bird-Malaysia, info@bird-malaysia.com 
Local expert guide Durai at Fraser’s Hill, see picture below 
Red-billed Malkoha, Silver-eared Mesia, Lesser Shortwing and Prevost’s Squirrel photos by Hiele 
Lootsma 
  

 
 

 
Silver-eared Mesia, Fraser’s Hill 
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