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Above: Glossy ibises at Sa Roca, S'Albufera.     Below: Night Heron on Gran Canal, S'Albufera. 



This was our first visit to the island, and despite going in midsummer, which is not the best time of 

year to go because of the hot temperatures and because some birds tend to be more secretive and 

harder to see as a result after the breeding season, we still managed to see the majority of the 

species the island has to offer.  

We stayed in Hotel Daina, Puerto Pollensa, which offered a great location near some key sites (the 

Boquer Valley especially) and we took bus trips to various places along the coast and inland. The 

buses were cheap, air-conditioned and nearly always on time, so we used these instead of a hire car. 

Overall, we saw 84 birds on the trip. The weather throughout the trip was sunny, bar showers on the 

23rd at Boquer Valley and a freak torrential thunderstorm on the afternoon of the 21st. Temperatures 

ranged from 26 to 36 degrees Celsius. 

Itinerary: 

Wednesday 18th: Late evening arrival in Mallorca. Transfer to hotel. 

Thursday 19th: Puerto Pollensa. Morning walk around La Gola. Afternoon walk in the town. Evening 

stroll to the Boquer Valley entrance. 

Friday 20thΥ {Ω!ƭōǳŦŜǊŀ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ  

Saturday 21st: Boquer Valley. Walk through the entire valley. 

Sunday 22nd: Pollensa area. Walk to Puig de Maria and through the town.  

Monday 23rd: Son Real. 

Tuesday 24th: Early morning at Boquer Valley. Late morning boat cruise to Formentor point. 

Afternoon walk to Cala san Vicente. 

Wednesday 25thΥ {Ω!ƭōǳŦŜǊŀ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ 

Thursday 26th: Early morning Boquer. Bus trip to Formentor Point.  

Friday 27th: Early morning departure for Palma. 

Sites Visited: 

²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ /ŀƴ /ǳǊŀǎǎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ƭōǳŦŜǊŜǘŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŀǎ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ 

also be found at AlbuferaΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ /ǳōŜǊ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ǇƻƻǊ ǎƻ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ aƻƭǘƻƴƛΩǎ ǿŀǊōƭŜǊΦ 

Puerto Pollensa: 

The beachfront walk in the town was actually great for birds, with the recently split 

aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ CƭȅŎŀǘŎƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ !ǳŘƻǳƛƴΩǎ Ǝǳƭƭǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ every 

day on the beach. Shags were also common on the rocks just off the shore. We walked 

along the Ma-2200 from the northerly edge of the town to the Boquer Valley roundabout on 

the 19th ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ р 9ƭŜƻƴƻǊŀΩǎ ŦŀƭŎƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘΦ On the 26th 

there was a Booted Eagle visible from our hotel window. 

La Gola: 

This is a small reserve in the heart of Puerto Pollensa and due to the proximity to our hotel, 

we visited nearly every day. Sardinian Warblers and Zitting Cisticolas were common and so 



were Yellow-legged gulls on the water. We saw 3 Serins and a 

stonechat on the 25th. There is a little visitor centre at the 

reserve entrance and this is worth a visit for information on 

birding in the area. There are lots of maps and leaflets 

available- we found the guia ornitologica de Pollensa especially 

useful. Somewhat surprisingly, we failed to find crossbills on 

any visit here. 

Boquer Valley: 

We visited the valley nearly every day, sometimes only 

venturing just past the entrance, yet we 

walked the whole path on the 23rd. Kestrels 

ŀƴŘ 9ƭŜƻƴƻǊŀΩǎ ŦŀƭŎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

sky, and we had a Peregrine on the 23rd.  

Blue-rock thrushes were common right at the 

end of the path, yet we had great views of a 

male perching on a rock just after the two 

giant boulders on the 26th. Despite looking 

for Wrynecks and Cirl buntings, these both 

failed to show, yet we did hear one Cirl 

bunting on our last visit. We only found 

Balearic warblers here once, despite looking 

for them at least four times. 

Albufera: 

The best reserve in Mallorca, and for good 

reason. We took the 352 bus here and on the 

20th we walked around Sa Roca and Es Colombars, whilst on the 25th we trekked down to 

Cami des Polls. It can get very hot here, so it is best to visit in the early morning, something 

which we were unable to do and regretted as we found this one of the hottest places on the 

island. A lot of the pools had dried up, and as a result the Es Ras hide and the Ses Pardes 

hide were completely devoid of life. The Es Cibollar hides also had very little in the way of 

birds. However, the heronry was very busy and the Sa Roca hide was full of birds, with 

different species visible on both trips. The Cami des Polls is great for dragonflies, yet you 

would probably be best walking down Ses Puntes for birds if you have any spare time here. 

Western Swamphens and Red-knobbed coots were both very easy to find here. We failed to 

see any Marbled ducks on both visits here.  

Pollensa: 

We took the 345 bus to Pollensa and then walked to the Puig de Maria for the wonderful 

panoramic views of the town and of the Tramuntana mountain range. The highlight here 

was 3 distant black vultures from the top, which were accompanied by a closer Booted Eagle 

which was actually soaring over the town centre. The only nightingale of the trip was heard 

on the way up and there were also lots of Firecrests. 

 The fields below the farmhouse at the Boquer Valley 

La Gola 



Son Real:  

We visited here in search of Balearic 

Warblers, yet they failed to show. 

Thekla larks were common from the 

necropolis area, and other highlights 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ 9ƭŜƻƴƻǊŀΩǎ ŦŀƭŎƻƴs 

hunting and a few Woodchat 

shrikes, whilst the only Turtle doves 

of the trip were seen here. This is a 

great site and was also very quiet, 

compared to the bustling beach of 

Son Baulo just a mile or so away. 

Cala san Vicente: 

This area was disappointing for 

birds, and the path area seemed to 

have been burned down recently, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ²ƻƻŘŎƘŀǘ ǎƘǊƛƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǳŜǊǘƻ 

Pollensa region here, along with the booted eagle again. To get to the path, you have to go 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎƪŜŘΣ ȅŜǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΣ 

something which confused us on our first visit. 

Species List: (Trip highlights in bold) 

1. Shelduck- 2 individuals from Sa Roca hide (Albufera) on both the 20th and the 25th. 

2. Gadwall- 2 individuals from Sa Roca hide on the 25th. 

3. Teal- 1 from Sa Roca hide on the 25th. 

4. Mallard- Lots on various places in Albufera, La Gola, the 

little pond just behind the main beach at Can Picafort next 

to Son Real and also lots on the bus journey to Albufera at 

the Albufereta.  

5. Shoveler- 2 from Sa Roca hide on the 25th.  

6. Pochard- Small numbers in various locations at Albufera. 

7. Red-legged Partridge- 2 at the Boquer valley fields below 

the house near the entrance on the 22nd and heard calling 

on most trips to the valley. 

8. Little Grebe- 8 from Es Colombars hide on the 20th. 

9. Great-crested Grebe- 2 from Es Colombars hide on the 20th. 

10. {ŎƻǇƻƭƛΩǎ {ƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊ- 3 visible from the boat trip to Cape 

Formentor.  

11. Shag- Seen every day at Puerto Pollensa and most coastal sites. This is the 

desmarestii subspecies, which looks whiter than the ones in Britain. 

12. Night Heron- One individual gave great views from the Gran Canal just after the 

Information Centre. One or two were in the nesting heronry on both trips. 

Garrigue at Son Real 

Shags 



13. Squacco Heron- Common at Albufera 

14. Cattle Egret- Very common at Albufera, also small numbers on the bus journey 

between Alcudia and Can Picafort. 

15. Little Egret- One of the commonest birds at Albufera. 

16. Grey heron- One visible from the bus in Alcudia. One also at Sa Roca on the 25th. 

17. Purple Heron- Lots at Albufera- we found 4 from Es Colombars hide on the 20th. 

18. Glossy Ibis- common at Albufera. A group were visible from Sa Roca on both trips. 

19. Black (Cinereous) Vulture- 3 seen from the top of Puig de Maria. After locating one 

individual at the top, we found that it was visible from the bottom of the hill and in 

Pollensa town itself. 

20. Marsh Harrier- 2 at Es Colombars on the 20th.  

21. Booted Eagle- Seen at Pollensa, Puerto Pollensa and on the walk between Puerto 

Pollensa and Cala san Vincenc. Possibly the same individual seen from the last two 

locations. 

22. Osprey- One at Es Cibollar 2 deck at Albufera. Rather surprisingly, one was eating fish 

on Cape Formentor, just before the lighthouse. 

23. Kestrel- Common at Boquer valley, and two seen from Cape Formentor lighthouse 

area. 

24. 9ƭŜƻƴƻǊŀΩǎ CŀƭŎƻƴ- Fortunately, this species was the commonest bird of prey on the 

trip. They were seen on every visit to the Boquer valley, and one was hunting very 

close to the ground on trail 4 at Son Real on the 23rd. 

25. Peregrine- One individual seen at the far end of Boquer valley on the 21st. Probably 

the same bird was seen closer to the entrance on 

the 26th. 

26. Water Rail- Heard only on both trips to Albufera. 

27. Moorhen- Common at Albufera and La Gola 

28. Western Swamphen- Great views from Sa Roca 

hide. These birds seem to be very confident at 

Albufera and were visible in most places, including 

at least 6 at the start of the Cami des Polls- 2 of 

which were on the path and only moved when 

virtually stood on! 

29. Coot- Very common at Albufera and at the 

Albufereta from the bus. 

30. Red-knobbed Coot- One adult (with a neck collar) 

was with two juveniles from the stone bridge on 

the Sa Roca walk. 

31. Black-winged stilt- Common at Albufera. 

32. Avocet- at least ten from Es Cibollar 2 deck on the 

20th. A flock of eight was seen from Sa Roca hide on 

the 25th. 

33. Stone-curlew- First seen at Es Cibollar 2 hide on the 

20th, where it was the only bird visible on the dry 

Below- Purple Swamphen. Bottom- Red-knobbed 
coot. 



wetland. We saw this bird occasionally on the fields below the Boquer Valley 

farmhouse, yet heard here more often than seen. 

34. Little Ringed Plover- Common at Albufera. 

35. Kentish Plover- Found alongside Little Ringed Plovers at Albufera. A total of 25 were 

counted on hides on the Sa Roca walk on the 25th. A flock of around 30 was at Isla 

des Porros at Son Real. 

36. Little Stint- 2 from Sa Roca hide on the 25th. 

37. Curlew- 1 on the Isla des Porros at Son Real. 

38. Common Sandpiper- One from Sa Roca hide on the 20th. 

39. Green Sandpiper- One from Sa Roca hide on the 25th.  

40. Turnstone- One was with the Kentish Plover flock at Isla des Porros, Son Real. 

41. Mediterranean Gull- One at Sa Roca on the 20th. 

42. Black-headed Gull- Well over 200 throughout Albufera. 

43. !ǳŘƻǳƛƴΩǎ Dǳƭƭ- Very common, first seen whilst 

enjoying breakfast on our first morning and seen 

every day at Puerto Pollensa harbour. Also very 

common off the coast at Son Real. 

44. Yellow-legged Gull- A breeding colony was seen 

during the boat trip to the Formentor peninsula. 

Otherwise, seen on the water at La Gola and at 

Albufera. 

45. Common Tern- Common at Albufera- most 

commonly seen walking along the path to Es 

Colombars on the 20th. 

46. Feral Pigeon- Unsurprisingly, very common throughout. During the boat trip to 

Formentor Peninsula, some probably wild Rock Doves were nesting on the cliffs.  

47. Woodpigeon- Seen every day almost everywhere. 

48. Collared Dove- Seen in small numbers frequently in Puerto Pollensa and a number of 

other sites. 

49. Turtle Dove- Four seen at Son Real on Trail 4 and near to the visitor centre. 

50. Swift- Common- seen nearly every day at most sites. 

51. Kingfisher- a fleeting glimpse of one on the 20th at Albufera along the Gran Canal 

near to the entrance.  

52. Bee-eater- A total of four were heard on two separate 

occasions on the 25th. Two were at Cami des Polls, and 

another two were flying over the Visitor Centre area at 

Albufera. 

53. Hoopoe- First seen on 20th at La Gola and also seen at 

Albufera every time we checked looking out to Sa Roca 

from a gate next to the bench opposite the Can Bateman 

centre. 

54. Thekla Lark- Walking from the Son Baulo beach to the 

necropolis at Son Real along the coast, we had 12 

Thekla larks along the stretch of garrigue. 

 Audouin's Gull 

Thekla Lark 



55. Crag Martin- Two seen along the cliff edges at the Boquer valley on the 21st. Eight 

were seen in the same place on the 26th. 

56. Swallow- Regular in Puerto Pollensa and frequently seen on bus trips everywhere. 

57. House Martin- Flocks ranging from five to 100 were seen daily at Puerto Pollensa.  

58. Yellow Wagtail- The Iberian subspecies of this bird was seen on both trips to 

Albufera- at Es Colombars on the 20th and at Sa Roca on the 25th. 

59. Wren- Three were found at the Boquer Valley on the 26th, with one calling regularly 

on most days. One was seen in Pollensa near the bottom of the Puig de Maria walk. 

60. Nightingale- A juvenile was heard on the 22nd in woodland in Pollensa. 

61. Stonechat- Common. One immature individual was at La Gola on the 21st. Elsewhere, 

two were at Pollensa and there were lots at Son Real and at the Boquer valley. 

62. Blue-rock Thrush- Seen regularly throughout the Boquer Valley, being especially 

common at the far end. A family was seen at Formentor point on the 26th. 

63. Blackbird- Common in La Gola and Boquer Valley. 

64. /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ- Heard singing at Albufera on both trips. One bird was singing under 

the bridge just across the road from the main entrance path on the 20th.  

65. Zitting Cisticola- Common at Albufera- one bird was perched on a fence post on both 

trips just before the Sa Roca hide. Elsewhere, these were heard regularly at La Gola. 

66. Moustached warbler- Scarcer than hoped, we had a brief view of one in the reeds at 

Es Cibollar 1 deck on the 20th, before it flew off towards the coast. This was possibly 

due to the time of year we visited. 

67. Reed Warbler- Three at Albufera on both visits in various locations. 

68. Great Reed Warbler- Two calling at Albufera on the 25th- one at the Can Blau bridge 

on the way to Cami des Polls, and the other at Cami des Polls. 

69. Blackcap- The only records for this bird on the trip were a male and a female at 

Pollensa on the 22st. 

70. Balearic Warbler- At least two seen at Boquer Valley on the 24th, possibly more. It is 

worth mentioning that Balearic warblers inhabit the lower scrub (about knee height) 

and tend to fly into larger bushes only very rarely. As a result, most Sylvia warblers in 

large bushes are most likely to be Sardinian. For more information, have a look at 

aƛƪŜ aƻƴǘƛŜǊΩǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ article on the bird published in June 2015 for more 

information on where and how best to see them.  

71. Sardinian Warbler- Very common, and also fairly easily mistaken for Balearic 

Warbler, especially 

juveniles and females. 

Commonly seen at 

Boquer Valley, La 

Gola, Albufera and 

Son Real. 

72. Firecrest- Eight seen 

on the walk up to Puig 

de Maria in Pollensa, 

presumably common 

elsewhere in similar habitat. 

Sardinian Warbler 

https://www.mallorcabirdwatching.com/balearic-warblers/


73. Mediterranean Flycatcher- Along with House Sparrows, probably the commonest 

birds on the island. This bird has been recently elevated to species level by the IOC, 

being previously a subspecies of Spotted Flycatcher. At least 15 were counted every 

day in virtually every location visited during the trip. 

74. Great Tit- Fairly regular at Boquer Valley and seen once on the Pine walk in Puerto 

Pollensa on the 19th.  

75. Woodchat Shrike- The Balearic subspecies of this shrike was first seen at Son Real at 

Trail 4 and also visible from the hide at Son Real on the 23rd. One adult was seen 

whilst walking to Cala san Vincenc on the 24th. 

76. Raven- The only regular crow on the island. The best site for these is the Boquer 

Valley, where we saw two birds on four different occasions over the course of the 

trip. 

77. Spotless Starling- A flock was seen near the airport on the 18th. 

78. House Sparrow- Everywhere we visited in fairly large numbers. 

79. Chaffinch- One was seen on the walk to Puig de Maria on the 22nd. 

80. Serin- Small numbers at the entrance to Albufera on the 20th, Pollensa town on the 

22nd and at La Gola on the 25th.  

81. Greenfinch- Regularly seen at the Boquer valley and at La Gola. Three were seen in 

Pollensa old town and six were at Son Real. 

82. Goldfinch- Seen in Pollensa and Puerto Pollensa on a few occasions. 

83. Linnet- A group of four seen twice on early morning trips to Boquer Valley, on the 

22nd and the 24th. A larger flock of 12 was at the same place on the 26th.  

84. Cirl Bunting- One was heard calling on the 26th, yet never seen despite numerous 

trips to the valley. 

 

Lepidoptera 

1. Swallowtail- Only one was seen, at the visitor centre at Albufera. 

2. Small White- Common in most places. 

3. Clouded Yellow- Fairly common at Albufera and Son Real. One individual at Sa Roca, 

Albufera and another at Son Real were likely Clouded Yellows of the helice form. 

4. Cleopatra- Easy to see at Albufera and in Puerto Pollensa town. One butterfly was 

seen on flowers next to the house near the Boquer Valley entrance. 

5. Geranium Bronze- This invasive South African native was common at La Gola and 

one was at Albufera. 

6. (Southern) Common Blue- Two were at La Gola on the 19th. Lots were seen on 

clovers at Cami des Polls at Albufera on the 25th and over 30 were around the visitor 

centre area at Albufera on the 20th. Elsewhere, 20 were at Pollensa on the 22nd. 

7. (Southern) Brown Argus- Seen once at La Gola. 

8. Holly Blue- Seen at Puig de Maria on the 22nd and on the walk to Cala san Vincenc, 

whilst two were at Albufera on the 25th. 

9. Small Copper- One was seen in Puerto Pollensa on the 19th. 

10. Red Admiral- Fairly frequent around Albufera. 



11. Painted Lady- None were seen until the 24th, when one was seen flying over the boat 

around Formentor point. There was likely an influx of them around this time as there 

were three in Puerto Pollensa on the same day and seven at Formentor Point on the 

26th. 

12. Two-tailed Pasha- This very large butterfly was seen at 

the top of trees on Trail 4 at Son Real. Five individuals 

were counted. 

13. Speckled Wood- The commonest butterfly at most 

sites, including La Gola and Albufera. It is worth noting 

that this is the Mediterranean subspecies, which looks 

distinctly more orange than the one found in Britain. 

14. Wall Brown- Only seen towards the top of Puig de 

Maria on the 22nd. 

15. Southern Gatekeeper- Fairly common in garrigue and 

grassland habitat, at Son Real, Albufera and the Boquer Valley. 

16. Meadow Brown- One was at the Boquer valley on the 

21st. 

17. Striped Grayling- Easiest to see at the Boquer valley, 

with three on the 21st towards the far end and another 

three visible from the pavement of the main road to 

Formentor just before the Boquer valley entrance. 

18. Small Heath- Only seen once at Son Real on the 23rd. 

19. Hummingbird Hawkmoth- Seen every day in most sites, 

especially around the seafront of Puerto Pollensa 

20. Silver Y Moth- One at Formentor Point on the 26th, 

presumably a migrant. 

 

 

Odonata 

1. Blue-tailed Damselfly- Commonest at Albufera, yet also seen at La Gola. 

2. Small red-eyed Damselfly- At least 20 at Albufera on the 20th.  

3. Black-tailed Skimmer- Five males and four females at Albufera on the 20th. 

4. Keeled Skimmer- Five on the walk just before Cami des Polls on the 25th. 

5. Red-veined Darter- Two at Albufera on the 20th.  

6. Scarlet Darter- Only seen at Cami des Polls on the 25th, where up to four individuals 

were present. 

7. Emperor- One at the coastal area of Son Real, near the necropolis. One at Albufera 

on the 25th. 

8. Lesser Emperor- Seen in small numbers on both trips to Albufera. 

9. Migrant Hawker- Three in Pollensa old town on the 22nd.  

Speckled Wood 

Striped Grayling 



10. Norfolk Hawker- Two at Cami des Polls, one of which was 

ovipositing near to the stone bridge. 

11. Violet Dropwing- One at Cami des Polls. We stood at the 

bridge for around 25 minutes, in which we saw this smart-

looking dragonfly along with Norfolk Hawkers and Black 

Pennants. 

12. Black Pennant- Two were seen at Cami des Polls very 

briefly, where they flew off along the river and were not 

seen again, despite waiting for a while for them to return.  

Herptiles and Mammals 

1. Moorish Gecko- Next to the car park at the Boquer Valley, 

there is a stone wall at the start of the path and this was 

the most reliable place that we found for these geckos. 

Also seen behind the Can Bateman information centre at 

Albufera. 

2. Iberian Water Frog- Two in a small pond behind the Can 

Bateman information centre at Albufera. 

3. IŜǊƳŀƴƴΩǎ ¢ƻǊǘƻƛǎŜ- One was on the path of Trail 4 at 

Son Real on the 23rd. 

4. Red-eared Terrapin- Two were seen towards Cami des 

Polls, one at Can Blau bridge and the other from the 

stone bridge before Cami des Polls. 

5. Feral (Wild) Goat- Clearly visible at the Boquer valley 

and towards Formentor Peninsula. 

6. Iberian Hare- Two on the fields below the Boquer 

valley on the 22nd. 

7. Rabbit- One just before the Sa Roca hide on the 25th. 

8. Mouse sp- (most likely wood) - One in Pollensa town centre on the 22nd. 

Other wildlife 

1. Violet carpenter bee 

2. Mottled Shieldbug 

3. European Firebug 

4. Eurasian Pincer Grasshopper 

5. Migratory Locust 

6. Red-winged Grasshopper 

7. Wasp spider sp 

8. Cicada sp 

9. Large Cockroach sp 

10. Elm Leaf Beetle 

 

Josh and Brian Hedley, August 2018. 
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Migratory Locust 


