Ornitho trip in the El Feija NP (NW Tunisia)

Georges Olioso, Jedwarc PonsandMoez Touihri

Within the framework of a mission oésearchdzy RSNJ 4 KS | S3Aa 2F GKS adzaSdzy
Naturelle (Paris), in association with the University of Tunisu(fyaaf Science), we stayed in the
holidayscenterof Ain Soltane, in border of the national park of El Feija. This missioragppest ofa
biogeogaphical study of the level of endemiseached by the birds of the Maghreb towards their

European countgrarts,emphasize oithe forest birds of this mountainous region of Tunisia.

El Feija National Park

Situated in the northwest of Tunisia, fime Jendouba governorate, this national par@ds the

Algerian border. lextends over a surface of 2 632 laaan altitudebetween 550 and 1152 m, in the
mountains of Kroumirie. Inside the park is a reserve of 417 ha, completely enclosed and intended for
the protection of theBarbary [@er Cervus elaphus barbaruBhe climate is of wet type with rains

there varyingoetween 800 and 1500 mm according to years and falling especially from November till
January. The snowfalls are there regular in January, but can arise until March.

Forests occupy 85 % of the totaka Dominantspeciesare theAlgerian OakQuercus canaensis(1
362 ha) and the @k Oak Quercus subg230 ha) whictset up togethebeautiful forests. Both
species sometimef®rm mixedforestsas in the reserve which preserdaghickscrubstratum.On
summits arealtitude lawns.

We stayed in this region fro 8 till 21 May, concentrating our activities on the complete reserve and,
more additionally, the other forest parts of the national park. We also exploited the possibilities
offered by the vacation center of Ain Soltane which, although situated insigiest fjust outside

the park, at the height about 850 m, preseiin aspect of urban park with lawns (sometimes wet)
and hedges of old poplars and cypress.

The weather was clement throughout the first week, but much more changeable the second, the
morningsbeing even coléh Ain Soltane and El Feija. On the other hdaeohperature wasvery hot
in plain.

Other visited sites

During this stay, two days allowed us to visit the agricultteggion extending up to the South of the
city of el Kef and more in nthr, the more mountanous and forested area, up to the dashBeni

Mtir. We returned to Tunis Zt May, made a fast excursion on the south bank of Ichkeul 22 and
investigate the vast park of Belvedere in Tunis in the morning of 23.

List of watched animals

All the dates are from May 2012

BIRDS



Gwen the places where w&pent the quastotality of our stay, it is obvious that, if the forest species
are represented well in this list, it is not the safoe aquatic species (in the broad sense) and those
of the open or desertareas

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Common Shelduck Tadorna tadornaThe22nd, two at the Garaet Mabtouh (between Tunis
and Bizerte) and 2 at the lake Ichkeul.

Malard Anas platyrhynchoshe22nd, 12 at the Garaet Mabtouh (between Tunis and
Bizerte).A smallpopulation(domestt)in the parc du BelvédereTunis.

Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbaraOne, 10", in the integral reserve of the El Feija,Niifés
R Qdzy S Thiskphidds known to penetrate into the forest regions by taking advantage of
firewalls and clearigs(Isenmanrand al).

Common Quail Coturnix coturnixOnly in open field are@Dne in songl8th, nearFernana
andanother22, 5 kmbefore Ichkeul &rriving fromTunis).

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibigOne, 18th, near Fernanalst, about 15north of Sidi Barak, near
Ouechtata damAt least300, 22nd at the Garaet Mabtouh andt least50 with cows and
buffaloes, same day &thkeul.

Little Egret Egretta garzettaOnly atlchkeul (922nd south-east of the lakg
Grey Heron Ardea cinereaOnly one, very shyt a river 15 km north of Kef.

White Stork Ciconia ciconiaComnon to abundantin the agricultural plains and small towns
like Ghardimaou, Jendouba, Béja, etc.

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseusbout 35,22nd at Ichkeul.
Black-shouldered Kite ElanuscaeruleusOnly between Tunis andhkeul(2 birds)

Black Klte Milvus migransRegular in agricultural are®neadult at nest on an electric pylon
near Nebeur, 19th.

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterug\n adult the 10th and an immature the 11th above
El Feijawhere this species is rarely seeAjother adult,19th, about 15 km north of Kef and
a third, 21st, about 5 km norttvest Ghardimaou.

Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicusOne,19th, north of Kef, andone, 21st, north Sidi Barrak,
nearOuechtatdam lake

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisusOne,El Feija, 1th and Ain Soltandighting a Botted
Eagle, 19th

Long-legged Buzzard (Atlas) Buteo rufinus cirtensi§een every day &feija and Ain Soltane
some nests with incubating birdwo adults, 8th between Tunis and Béj@ne, 21st
between Béja and Sidi Barrak.

Booted Eagle Aquila pennataSeen every day at Feija and Ain Soltéaieleast4 different
birds). Two light) displaying,18th, near FernanaZ2, 19th nearNebeur.



17. Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata Pair,19th nearNabeur.

18. Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculussome birds in plain

19. Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteaOne, 13th, El Feija.

20. Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopugibout 60 feeding22nd, at the Garaet Mabtouh.
21. Pied Avocet Recuvirostra avosettaAbout 12 feeding, 22nd, at the Garaet Mabtouh.

22. Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincolaAbout 15 feeding, 22nd, at the Garaet Mabtouh.
23. Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinusbout 10 feeding, 22nd, at the Garaet Mabtouh.

24. Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellisA rare species far inlar@ne adulte, 21st, Ouechtata
Dam

25. Little Tern Sternula albifronsAt least?2, 22nd, at the Garaet Mabtouh

26. Rock Pigeon (feral) Columba liviaSeen in every town and villagebundantin Tunis.Breds
also inder some bridges, far of cities

27. Common Wood-Pigeon Columba palumbu®ne, 13th, El Feija andnother,21st, in the
forest near the roadR161, 55 knsouth ofTabarka.

28. Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaoctiNot common, some seen in small towns and
in Tunis

29. European Turtle-Dove Streptopelia turtur Twoin song near a large river, 15 km north of Kef,
19th; the same day, another near ttdthiburosruins Somein song 23%, BelvédérePark,
Tunis.

30. Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensiSeen everyWwere, but in forests

31. Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameriln Tunis23rd, early morning7am), 3flying above
Palestine Street tparc du Belvédérelhere is e recent small population hermt in
Isenmanrand al

32. Common Cuckoo Cuculus canoru®ne rgularly eared neakl Feijaanother (1 or 2)Ain
Soltane.

33. Little Owl Athene noctuaOne, 19th, Althiburosruinsandanother,21, west ofGhardimaou.
34. Tawny Owl Strix alucoOne in a dead tree in thieolidaycenter ofAin Soltane

35. Common Swift Apus apusSome inTunis.Seen every day abo\d Feijdorest where the
species breds in old trees

36. Pallid Swift Apus pallidusAbundantin Tunis.

37. European Bee-eater Merops apiasterSome places in plainSmall colony near thiehkeul.
Eared every day abovd Fga (migraton ?).



38. European Roller Coracias garrulu©nly one 9th, between Tunis and Béja.

39. Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epopsNot common in the areal’he hoopoe seems to nest in
certain clearings of El Feija; some observations also to Ain Sdarevery tarm, in a
street of the Science University near Tunis®2® at leats 2, 24th, in thearc du Belvédére.
One in songl%th, 15km north of Kef andanotherAlthiburosruins.

40. Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquillaOne in sondl0Oth, in the integrakeservein ElFeija.This
species is a rare breeder in Tunjdiat already seen in this site

41. Levaillant's Woodpecker Picus vaillantiiComnon in the oak forestA pair breds in the
holidaycenter nearAin Soltanenery near bungalows

42. Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major numidudhis subspecies distinguishes itself
by a wide red and black necklagéundantin the oak forest b R Q 9aflot of ks Bave
pulli in the nest
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Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minoA pair breds in théolidaycenter near Ain
Soltane Widespread but not comman

Crested Latk Galerida cristataCommon in the agricultural areas
Thekla Lark Galerida theklaeOnly one21st, in mountain NW oBéja.

Sky Lark Alauda arvensisOne in songl9th, between Jendouba and le Kandanother, 22"
near thelchkeul.

Barn Swallow Hirundo rusticaWidespread but not very commohlot seen a€kl Feija.

Common House-Martin Delichon urbicumBreds in small number in every town, also above
some bridgesBig colony on th&eni Mtirdam, 18th.

Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinereaA pair bredgnest under a roof) in the center of holidays of
Ain Soltane, probably first proof of reproduction of the species in Tunisia.

White Wagtail Motacilla alba Very late data, ne, 8th, center of holidays of ¥8 Soltangonly
one other later,10th May 1989, Isenmanand al).

Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatu©nly in theparc du BelvédereTunis. Aleast 5 in
song, 23rd

Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytesGommon in the oak forests il Feija.

Rufous-tailed Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas galactote3wo, 22nd, in the tamarix near the
Ichkeul.



54. European Robin Erithacus rubecul@omman in the integralreserveof El Feija.
55. Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhyncho& few in the forests oEl Feija.

56. Moussier's Redstart Phoenicurus moussieBreeding pair in the holiday center Atn
Soltane.Some birdbetween Ain Soltane and Ghardimaaduso irAlthiburosruins, 19th.

57. Whinchat Saxicola rubetraTwo males (migrateurs) le 18 pres de Fernana.

58. Stonechat (European) Saicola rubicolaQuelques observations between Ain Soltane and
GhardimaouVu aussi le 18 prés de Fernana.

59. Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanichispanicaAt least 4 (@ pair + 2 mees), 22nd in
the rocks of thedjebel Ichkeul.

60. Black Wheatear Oenanthedéucura A male, 19th, Althiburosruins.

61. Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitariusPair displayingl 1th, at the top of the Kaf Engacha
(Kaf Negachakl Feija.

62. Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merulanauritanicus Widespread in the forest and urban parks, a
lot at the Belvédére Tunis.

63. Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorudeichleri Breeding pair in the holiday center, Ain Soltane.
Also eared in the forest Bt Feija.

64. Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti One in songl%th near a large river, 15 km north of KeérRaps
a new staion for this species referring aéenmanrand al.

65. Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidisisticola Widespread in the plains

66. Eurasian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceu3ne in song, 19th near a large river, 15 km
north of Kef.LikeCettia perhaps a ne station for this species referring Btenmanrand al.

67. Western Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opacaOne in song]0th and 11h in the integral
reserve El Feijg another,19", in olivetrees neaMdeina (®uth Kef) and 2¢h in the
tamarixat Ichkeul.



68. Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterinaOne seen and earedlth, integralreserve El Feija.

69. Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglottaWidespreadfrom the integralreserve El Feijato
Ichkeul and au parc du Belvédétaunis in the tamarix hedgeand the busly areas

70. Blackcap Sylvia atricapillawidespread irEl Feija.

71. Garden Warbler Sylvia borinTwo captures 10th, El Feija and X, Ain Soltane.
72. Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensi€One in song9th Ain Soltane.

73. Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillataDne in songl9th, near theAlthiburosruins.

74. Dartford Warbler Sylvia undataNest with3 pulli legg 2th, integralreserve El FeijdNest in
heather in the undergrowth of a clear oak grove

75. Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillansSeenonly in border of traks in theintegralreserve of El

Feija

76. Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephal&Videspreadn the scrubcovered zones
(particularly in border of firewalls) in the region of El Feija. Seen also near Ichike@Bth,

apairisfeeding pullin the park ofthe Belvedere in Tuni&lso onein a garden of the street

of Palestine
77. Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonellVidespread in the oaks &l Feija.
78. Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrixone, 9th El Feija.

79. Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collylsitA male sang and alarmedhand 1Gh in the
integralreserve to El Feija. One of the latest Tunisian observations.

80. Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericullale in song9th and 1Qh, integralreserve El Feija.

A female, caught the 10th, had a verye®ped incubating patch.

81. Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilu®ne in songdth, El Feija.

82. Firecrest Regulus ignicapillbalearica Widespread and common in all the oak forests



83. Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striataWidespread in forests and parkdgain the
Belvedere, TunisA pair is building a nest7", Ain Soltane.

84. Atlas Flycatcher Ficedula speculigerdbundant in the oak groves of El Feija, extending
beyond in parks and gardens of neighborhood. At legsiBson 15 ha (among which at
lead 10 ha in lawns) of thaolidaycenter of Ain Soltane. A female wahwell developed
incubatingpatchcaught 17

85. Coal Tit Pariparus ater ledoucto this subspecies, most of the whitethe plumages
replaced by the yellow and one have the iragsion to have to deal with youriguropean



birds. Commonin oak groves. Also present in theliday centef Ain Soltane. A female
with incubaing patch caught4th.

86. African Blue Tit Cyanistes teneriffagltramarinus Common in oak groveélso seerparc du
BelvédéreNest with pulli,Ain Soltangfrom 12th.

88. Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyleauritanica Abundantin the oak groves

89. Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolusUn chanteur le 9 a Ain Soltane and un autre au parc
du Belvédere le 23.

90. Southern Gray Shrike Lanius meridionali€Only one19th, between Jendouma and le Kef.



91. Woodchat Shrike Lanius senatoiWidespread in the open areas.

92. Eurasian Jay Garrulusglandarius cervicalidhe head is very different from the European
birds. Common in oeks. A nestwith 3 pulli (8 daysd@h> t b RQ9f CSA2l &

93. Common Raven Corvus coratingitanus Widespread, also in forestSeen every dakl Feija
and Ain SoltaneBird at nest21th, in an old quarry, near the rodd7, 24 knwest ofMateur.

94. Spotless Starling Sturnus unicoloiSeen everywherePulli at nest17th, Ain Soltanein the
same tree than Tawny Ov{l

95. House Sparrow Passer domesticus Ghardimaouywe saw sme Sparrows without streaks

96. Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensi8bundantin cultivated landsNumerous first year
birds kled by cars




97. Rock Petronia Petronia petronidbarbara Some datg 1in song,18th, Ain Soltane pair, 21st,
near a cavity im dead tree by the roadside R&i the sign Tabarka 55 kn2, Ichkeu] 22nd.

98. Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebéfricana.Very different from European bird€ommon
in oaks Seen also in the parc delvédére.

99. European Serin Serinus serinu€ommonin border of the afforestations and in the open
areasas soon as there are some trees

100. European Greenfinch Chlorischloris Widespread, but in forested aredgot seenEl
Feijanor Ain Soltane).

101. European Goldfinch Carduelis cardueliparva Not a single obseation (except in
cage in the Medina in Tunis)! We can think that the intensive trapping is the cause of this
absence.

102. Eurasian Linnet Carduelis cannabinmediterranea Seen near Béja, alstin Soltane
(but not inEl Feijg)andnearichkeul.

103. Hawfinch Cocothraustes coccothraustdsuvryi Only one, from9th to 12th, Ain
Soltane.

104. Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlusOnly two, near the village of El Feija8", and near
Ichkeu] 22nd.

105. Corn Bunting Emberiza calandraAbundant in the cereal zones and in fallow lands
everywhere in the region.

MAMMIFERES

We did not look for systematically mammals, also we made only very few observations.
North African Hedgehog Atelerix algirusTwo ou trois individus écrasés.

Golden jackal Canis aureusTwo cadavres en bord de routetiveen Ain Soltane and Ghardimaou.
¢ N} OSa RlIya tfF NBaAaSNWS AyiSaNrtS RQ9t cSizlk 26
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Red Fox Vulpes vulped_e 21, 5 km au norduest de Béja, un individu dans une friche rentre dans le
couvert.

Wild Boar Sus scrofaAbondant dans toute la région. Le 18, une laie and 4 tres jeunes marcassins
traversent la piste a El Feija.

Barbary Red Deer Cervus elaphus barbaruRéduit a environ 200 individus par la chasse dans les

années 1960, ce cerf (seul cervidé eNAflj dzS0 Sad YFIAYyaSylryd LINRPGSISOD
Feija, une réserve intégrale cléturée and gardée en abrite une population de prés de 300 individus.

En dehors de cette réserve, nous avons vu une biche.

Barbary striped grass Mouse Lemniscomys baarus Un traverse la route between le Kef and les
NHzA ySa RQ! f GKAOdzZNR & O

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES

Greek tortoise Testudo graecalrwo individus de petite taille, un dans la réserve intégrale a El Feija

FYR fQFdziNB adzNJ fF NRIKBYLBEEIGR! Oy {2t 041 ySd +AC




African Eyed Lizard Timon pater Nom francais sous toute réserve [ QS & L8 OS Said O
NEIA2YS y2dza f Ql @2ya @dzS YsYS RIya R 1A G

Andalusian Wall Lizard Podarcis vaucherAbundant.

Large Psammodromus or Algerian Psammodromus Psammodromus algiru®bservé a two reprises
RFya £S tb RQ9f CSAel o

Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanic@ | y | RdzZf 6 S S wmd &dzNJ dzy Ydz2NJ RS

Montpellier Snake Malpolon monspessulanubln individu écrasé sla route vers les ruines
RQ! f i KA O dzNR & ®

Viperine Snake Natrix maurad | yS I SO fF GsiS SON}asSS LINBA RQOf






