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Within the framework of a mission of research ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŜƎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŞǳƳ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘΩIƛǎǘƻƛǊŜ 

Naturelle (Paris), in association with the University of Tunis (Faculty of Science), we stayed in the 

holidays center of Aïn Soltane, in border of the national park of El Feija. This mission joins as part of a 

biogeographical study of the level of endemism reached by the birds of the Maghreb towards their 

European counterparts, emphasize on the forest birds of this mountainous region of Tunisia. 

El Feija National Park 

Situated in the northwest of Tunisia, in the  Jendouba governorate, this national park adjoins the 

Algerian border. It extends over a surface of 2 632 ha, at an altitude between 550 and 1152 m, in the 

mountains of Kroumirie. Inside the park is a reserve of 417 ha, completely enclosed and intended for 

the protection of the Barbary Deer Cervus elaphus barbarus. The climate is of wet type with rains 

there varying between 800 and 1500 mm according to years and falling especially from November till 

January. The snowfalls are there regular in January, but can arise until March. 

Forests occupy 85 % of the total area. Dominant species are the Algerian Oak Quercus canariensis (1 

362 ha) and the Cork Oak Quercus suber (230 ha) which set up together beautiful forests. Both 

species sometimes form mixed forests as in the reserve which presents a thick scrub stratum. On 

summits are altitude lawns. 

We stayed in this region from 8 till 21 May, concentrating our activities on the complete reserve and, 

more additionally, the other forest parts of the national park. We also exploited the possibilities 

offered by the vacation center of Aïn Soltane which, although situated inside a forest, just outside 

the park, at the height about 850 m, presents an aspect of urban park with lawns (sometimes wet) 

and hedges of old poplars and cypress. 

The weather was clement throughout the first week, but much more changeable the second, the 

mornings being even cold in Aïn Soltane and El Feija. On the other hand, temperature was  very hot 

in plain. 

Other visited sites 

During this stay, two days allowed us to visit the agricultural region  extending up to the South of the 

city of el Kef and more in north, the more mountainous and forested area, up to the dam of Beni 

Mtir. We returned to Tunis 21st May, made a fast excursion on the south bank of Ichkeul 22 and 

investigate the vast park of Belvedere in Tunis in the morning of 23. 

 

List of watched animals 

All the dates are from May 2012 

BIRDS 



Given the places where we spent the quasi-totality of our stay, it is obvious that, if the forest species 

are represented well in this list, it is not the same for aquatic species (in the broad sense) and those 

of the open or desert areas. 

1. Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna. The 22nd, two at the Garaet Mabtouh (between Tunis 

and Bizerte) and 2 at the lake Ichkeul. 

2. Malard Anas platyrhynchos. The 22nd, 12 at the Garaet Mabtouh (between Tunis and 

Bizerte). A small population (domestic) in the parc du Belvédère, Tunis. 

3. Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbara. One, 10th, in the integral reserve of the El Feija NP, près 

ŘΩǳƴŜ ƳŀǊŜΦ This species is known to penetrate into the forest regions by taking advantage of 

firewalls and clearings (Isenmann and al.). 

4. Common Quail Coturnix coturnix. Only in open field area. One in song, 18th, near Fernana 

and another 22, 5 km before Ichkeul (arriving from Tunis). 

5. Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis. One, 18th, near Fernana. 21st, about 15 north of Sidi Barrak, near 

Ouechtata dam. At least 300, 22nd at the Garaet Mabtouh and at least 50 with cows and 

buffaloes, same day at Ichkeul.  

6. Little Egret Egretta garzetta. Only at Ichkeul (9, 22nd south-east of the lake). 

7. Grey Heron Ardea cinerea. Only one, very shy, at a river 15 km north of Kef. 

8. White Stork Ciconia ciconia. Common to abundant in the agricultural plains and small towns 

like Ghardimaou, Jendouba, Béja, etc. 

9. Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus. About 35, 22nd at Ichkeul. 

10. Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus. Only between Tunis and Ichkeul (2 birds). 

11. Black KIte Milvus migrans. Regular in agricultural area. One adult at nest on an electric pylon 

near Nebeur, 19th. 

12. Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus. An adult the 10th and an immature the 11th above 

El Feija (where this species is rarely seen). Another adult, 19th, about 15 km north of Kef and 

a third, 21st, about 5 km north-west Ghardimaou. 

13. Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus.  One, 19th, north of Kef, and one, 21st, north Sidi Barrak, 

near Ouechtata dam lake. 

14. Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus. One, El Feija, 14th and Aïn Soltane, fighting a Botted 

Eagle, 19th. 

15. Long-legged Buzzard (Atlas) Buteo rufinus cirtensis. Seen every day at Feija and Aïn Soltane ; 

some nests with incubating bird. Two adultes, 8th between Tunis and Béja. One, 21st 

between Béja and Sidi Barrak. 

16. Booted Eagle Aquila pennata. Seen every day at Feija and Aïn Soltane  (at least 4 different 

birds).  Two (light) displaying, 18th, near Fernana ; 2, 19th near Nebeur. 



17. Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata. Pair, 19th near Nabeur. 

18. Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus. Some birds in plain.  

19. Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo. One, 13th,  El Feija.  

20. Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus. About 60 feeding, 22nd, at the Garaet Mabtouh. 

21. Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta. About 12 feeding, 22nd, at the Garaet Mabtouh.. 

22. Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola. About 15 feeding, 22nd, at the Garaet Mabtouh.. 

23. Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus. About 10 feeding, 22nd, at the Garaet Mabtouh. 

24. Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis. A rare species far inland.One adulte, 21st, Ouechtata 

Dam. 

25. Little Tern Sternula albifrons. At least 2, 22nd, at the Garaet Mabtouh. 

26. Rock Pigeon (feral) Columba livia. Seen in every town and village. Abundant in Tunis. Breds 

also under some bridges, far of cities. 

27. Common Wood-Pigeon Columba palumbus. One, 13th,  El Feija and another, 21st, in the 

forest near the road R161, 55 km south of Tabarka. 

28. Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto. Not common, some seen in small towns and 

in Tunis. 

29. European Turtle-Dove Streptopelia turtur. Two in song near a large river, 15 km north of Kef, 

19th ; the same day, another near the Althiburos ruins. Some in song, 23rd,  Belvédère Park, 

Tunis. 

30. Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis. Seen everywhere, but in forests. 

31. Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri. In Tunis, 23rd, early morning (7am), 3 flying above 

Palestine Street to parc du Belvédère. There is e recent small population here, not in 

Isenmann and al. 

32. Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus. One regularly eared near El Feija, another (1 or 2) Aïn 

Soltane. 

33. Little Owl Athene noctua. One, 19th, Althiburos ruins and another, 21st, west of Ghardimaou. 

34. Tawny Owl Strix aluco. One in a dead tree in the holiday center of Aïn Soltane. 

35. Common Swift  Apus apus. Some in Tunis. Seen every day above El Feija forest where the 

species breds in old trees. 

36. Pallid Swift Apus pallidus. Abundant in Tunis. 

37. European Bee-eater Merops apiaster. Some places in plains. Small colony near the Ichkeul. 

Eared every day above El Feija (migration ?). 



38. European Roller Coracias garrulus. Only one, 9th, between Tunis and Béjà. 

39. Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops. Not common in the area. The hoopoe seems to nest in 

certain clearings of El Feija; some observations also to Aïn Soltane. One, very tame, in a 

street of the Science University near Tunis, 23rd, an at leats 2, 24th, in the parc du Belvédère. 

One in song, 19th, 15 km north of Kef and another Althiburos ruins. 

40. Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla. One in song, 10th, in the integral reserve in El Feija. This 

species is a rare breeder in Tunisia, but already seen in this site. 

41. Levaillant's Woodpecker Picus vaillantii. Common in the oak forest. A pair breds in the 

holiday center near Aïn Soltane, nery near bungalows ! 

 

 

 

42. Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major numidus. This subspecies distinguishes itself 

by a wide red and black necklace. Abundant in the oak forest tb ŘΩ9ƭ CŜƛƧŀΣ a lot of pairs have 

pulli in the nest. 



 

43. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor. A pair breds in the holiday center near Aïn 

Soltane. Widespread but not common. 

44. Crested Latk Galerida cristata. Common in the agricultural areas. 

45. Thekla Lark Galerida theklae. Only one, 21st, in mountain NW of Béja. 

46. Sky Lark Alauda arvensis.  One in song, 19th, between Jendouba and le Kef and another, 22nd, 

near the Ichkeul. 

47. Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica. Widespread but not very common. Not seen at El Feija. 

48. Common House-Martin Delichon urbicum. Breds in small number in every town, also above 

some bridges. Big colony on the Beni Mtir dam, 18th. 

49. Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea. A pair breds (nest under a roof) in the center of holidays of 

Aïn Soltane, probably first proof of reproduction of the species in Tunisia. 

50. White Wagtail Motacilla alba. Very late data, one, 8th, center of holidays of Aïn Soltane (only 

one other later, 10th May 1989, Isenmann and al.). 

51. Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus. Only in the parc du Belvédère, Tunis.  At least 5 in 

song, 23rd. 

52. Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes. Common in the oak forests in El Feija. 

53. Rufous-tailed Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas galactotes. Two, 22nd, in the tamarix near the 

Ichkeul. 



 

54. European Robin Erithacus rubecula. Common in the integral reserve of El Feija. 

55. Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos. A few in the forests of  El Feija. 

56. Moussier's Redstart Phoenicurus moussieri. Breeding pair in the holiday center at Aïn 

Soltane. Some birds between Aïn Soltane and Ghardimaou. Also inAlthiburos ruins, 19th. 

57. Whinchat Saxicola rubetra. Two mâles (migrateurs) le 18 près de Fernana. 

58. Stonechat (European) Saxicola rubicola. Quelques observations between Aïn Soltane and 

Ghardimaou. Vu aussi le 18 près de Fernana. 

59. Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica hispanica. At least  4 (a pair + 2 males), 22nd in 

the rocks of the djebel Ichkeul. 

60. Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura. A male, 19th, Althiburos ruins. 

61. Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius. Pair displaying, 11th, at the top of the Kaf Engacha 

(Kaf Negacha), El Feija. 

62. Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula mauritanicus. Widespread in the forest and urban parks, a 

lot at the Belvédère, Tunis. 

63. Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus deichleri. Breeding pair in the holiday center, Aïn Soltane. 

Also eared in the forest atEl Feija. 

64. Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti. One in song, 19th near a large river, 15 km north of Kef. Perhaps 

a new station for this species referring at Isenmann and al. 

65. Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis cisticola. Widespread in the plains. 

66. Eurasian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus. One in song, 19th near a large river, 15 km 

north of Kef. Like Cettia, perhaps a new station for this species referring at Isenmann and al. 

67. Western Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opaca. One in song, 10th and 11th in the integral 

reserve, El Feija ; another, 19th, in olive-trees near Mdeina (south Kef) and 22th in the 

tamarix at Ichkeul. 



68. Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina. One seen and eared, 11th, integral reserve, El Feija. 

69. Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta. Widespread, from the integral reserve, El Feija, to 

Ichkeul and au parc du Belvédère, Tunis, in the tamarix hedges and the bushy areas. 

70. Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla. Widespread in El Feija. 

71. Garden Warbler Sylvia borin. Two captures : 10th, El Feija and 17th, Aïn Soltane. 

72. Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis. One in song, 9th Aïn Soltane. 

73. Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata. One in song, 19th, near the Althiburos ruins. 

74. Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata. Nest with 3 pulli 1egg, 20th, integral reserve El Feija. Nest in 

heather in the undergrowth of a clear oak grove. 

75. Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans. Seen only in border of tracks in the integral reserve of El 

Feija. 

76. Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala. Widespread in the scrub-covered zones 

(particularly in border of firewalls) in the region of El Feija. Seen also near Ichkeul. The 23th, 

a pair is feeding pulli in the park of the Belvedere in Tunis. Also one in a garden of the street 

of Palestine. 

77. Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli. Widespread in the oaks at El Feija.  

78. Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix. One, 9th, El Feija. 

79. Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita. A male sang and alarmed 9th and 10th in the 

integral reserve to El Feija. One of the latest Tunisian observations. 

80. Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus. Male in song, 9th and 10th, integral reserve, El Feija. 

A female, caught the 10th, had a very developed incubating patch. 

 

81. Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus. One in song, 9th, El Feija. 

82. Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla balearica. Widespread and common in all the oak forests. 



 

83. Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata. Widespread in forests and parks (also in the 

Belvedere, Tunis). A pair is building a nest, 17th, Aïn Soltane. 

84. Atlas Flycatcher Ficedula speculigera. Abundant in the oak groves of El Feija, extending 

beyond in parks and gardens of neighborhood. At least 3 pairs on 15 ha (among which at 

least 10 ha in lawns) of the holiday center of Aïn Soltane. A female with a well developed 

incubating patch caught 17th.  

 

 

85. Coal Tit  Pariparus ater ledouci. To this subspecies, most of the white in the plumage is 

replaced by the yellow and one have the impression to have to deal with young European 



birds. Common in oak groves. Also present in the holiday center of Aïn Soltane. A female 

with incubating patch caught 14th. 

 

86. African Blue Tit Cyanistes teneriffae ultramarinus. Common in oak groves. Also seen parc du 

Belvédère. Nest with pulli, Aïn Soltane, from 12th. 

 

87. Great Tit Parus major excelsus. Less common but more widespread that African blue. 

 

88. Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla mauritanica. Abundant in the oak groves. 

89. Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus. Un chanteur le 9 à Aïn Soltane and un autre au parc 

du Belvédère le 23. 

90. Southern Gray Shrike Lanius meridionalis. Only one, 19th, between Jendouma and le Kef. 



91. Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator. Widespread in the open areas. 

92. Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius cervicalis. The head is very different from the European 

birds. Common in oeks. A nest with 3 pulli (8 days old), 17thΣ tb ŘΩ9ƭ CŜƛƧŀΦ  

 

93. Common Raven Corvus corax tingitanus. Widespread, also in forests. Seen every day El Feija 

and Aïn Soltane. Bird at nest, 21th, in an old quarry, near the road P7, 24 km west of Mateur. 

94. Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor. Seen everywhere. Pulli at nest, 17th, Aïn Soltane, in the 

same tree than Tawny Owl Χ 

95. House Sparrow Passer domesticus In Ghardimaou, we saw some Sparrows without streaksΧ 

96. Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis. Abundant in cultivated lands. Numerous first year 

birds kiled by cars. 

 

 



97. Rock Petronia Petronia petronia barbara. Some data ; 1 in song, 18th, Aïn Soltane ; pair, 21st, 

near a cavity in a dead tree by the roadside R61, at the sign Tabarka 55 km ; 2, Ichkeul, 22nd. 

98. Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Africana. Very different from European birds. Common 

in oaks. Seen also in the parc du Belvédère. 

 

99. European Serin Serinus serinus. Common in border of the afforestations and in the open 

areas as soon as there are some trees. 

100. European Greenfinch Chloris chloris. Widespread, but in forested areas (not seen El 

Feija nor Aïn Soltane). 

101. European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis parva. Not a single observation (except in 

cage in the Medina in Tunis)! We can think that the intensive trapping is the cause of this 

absence. 

102. Eurasian Linnet Carduelis cannabina mediterranea. Seen near Béja, also Aïn Soltane 

(but not in El Feija), and near Ichkeul. 

103. Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes buvryi. Only one, from 9th to 12th, Aïn 

Soltane. 

104. Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus. Only two, near the villlage of El Feija, 8th, and near 

Ichkeul, 22nd. 

105. Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra. Abundant in the cereal zones and in fallow lands 

everywhere in the region. 

 

MAMMIFERES 

We did not look for systematically mammals, also we made only very few observations. 

North African Hedgehog Atelerix algirus. Two ou trois individus écrasés. 

Golden jackal Canis aureus. Two cadavres en bord de route between Aïn Soltane and Ghardimaou. 

¢ǊŀŎŜǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ǊŞǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴǘŞƎǊŀƭŜ ŘΩ9ƭ CŜƛƧŀ ƻǴ ƴƻǳǎ ŀǾƻƴǎ ŀǳǎǎƛ ŜƴǘŜƴŘǳ ǳƴŜ ǇƻǳǊǎǳƛǘŜ ǎǳǊ ŘŜǎ ŎŜǊŦǎΦ 



Red Fox Vulpes vulpes. Le 21, 5 km au nord-ouest de Béja, un individu dans une friche rentre dans le 

couvert. 

Wild Boar Sus scrofa. Abondant dans toute la région. Le 18, une laie and 4 très jeunes marcassins 

traversent la piste à El Feija. 

Barbary Red Deer Cervus elaphus barbarus. Réduit à environ 200 individus par la chasse dans les 

années 1960, ce cerf (seul cervidé en AfǊƛǉǳŜύ Ŝǎǘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǘŞƎŞΦ 5ŀƴǎ ƭŜ ǇŀǊŎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘΩ9ƭ 

Feija, une réserve intégrale clôturée and gardée en abrite une population de près de 300 individus. 

En dehors de cette réserve, nous avons vu une biche. 

 

Barbary striped grass Mouse Lemniscomys barbarus. Un traverse la route between le Kef and les 

ǊǳƛƴŜǎ ŘΩ!ƭǘƘƛōǳǊƻǎΦ 

 

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES 

 

Greek tortoise Testudo graeca. Two individus de petite taille, un dans la réserve intégrale à El Feija 

ŀƴŘ ƭΩŀǳǘǊŜ ǎǳǊ ƭŀ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǇǊŝǎ ŘΩ!Ơƴ {ƻƭǘŀƴŜΦ ±ƛŎǘƛƳŜ Řǳ ǊŀƳŀǎǎŀƎŜΧ 

 



African Eyed Lizard Timon pater. Nom français sous toute réserve Η [ΩŜǎǇŝŎŜ Ŝǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŜ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ 

ǊŞƎƛƻƴΣ ƴƻǳǎ ƭΩŀǾƻƴǎ ǾǳŜ ƳşƳŜ Řŀƴǎ ŘŜ ǇŜǘƛǘŜǎ ŎƭŀƛǊƛŝǊŜǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǎ ŎƘşƴŀƛŜǎΦ 

 

Andalusian Wall Lizard Podarcis vaucheri. Abundant.  

 

Large Psammodromus  or Algerian Psammodromus Psammodromus algirus. Observé à two reprises 

Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ tb ŘΩ9ƭ CŜƛƧŀΦ 

Moorish Gecko  Tarentola mauritanicaΦ ¦ƴ ŀŘǳƭǘŜ ƭŜ мф ǎǳǊ ǳƴ ƳǳǊ ŘŜ ƭΩŞŎƻƳǳǎŞŜ Ł 9ƭ CŜƛƧŀΦ 

Montpellier Snake Malpolon monspessulanus. Un individu écrasé sur la route vers les ruines 

ŘΩ!ƭǘƘƛōǳǊƻǎΦ 

Viperine Snake Natrix mauraΦ ¦ƴŜ ŀǾŜŎ ƭŀ ǘşǘŜ ŞŎǊŀǎŞŜ ǇǊŝǎ ŘΩ9ƭ CŜƛƧŀΦ 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


