KwaZulu Natal (South Africa)

2.-9. November 2018
Mammaling, Birdingand a little Reptiling

Uffe Gjgal Sarenséh



Itinerary

1/11
2/11
3/11
4/11

5/11

6/11

7/11

8/11

9/11

10/11

Departure Copenhagefi4.20)to stop-over in Duba{arrival 23.45, local time)

DepartureDubai(10.35, local time). Arrad Durban(17:05, local time)Driveto Lourie B&EEshowe)
Dhlinza Forest 668.30. Drive to Saint Lucia with stop by bridge and brief walk of iGwala Gwala Trail.
Drive to Bonamanzi Game Paukd spend rest of day around camp and driving on therfeads with
access

Morning at Bonamanzi Ganiarkg birdingwithin parkandoutsidethe entrance (0511.30). Drive to
Hluhluwe Game Reserve including game driv&0.B0.Accommodation at Hilltop.

Earlymorning around Hitbp camp. Afterwards dve inHluhluwe ending idmfoloziGame Reserve

with brief visit to the Centenary Centre. Drive to Mtunzini and stay at B&B.

Early morning a brief visit to the coast at Mtunzini and the drive to Ngoye Forest. Clouds and constant
rain and gave up aftel’2 hours patient wait. Drive in rain and heavy traffic to tharldw gate at
Midmar Dam. Drove to the remote corner of Midmar D#ovsee Black Wildebeg Drive to

Marutswa Forest with brief late afternoon stop by the forest. Drive in last light to Bsckpacker
Lodge.

Did the Sani Pass with Stuart McLean10530).

Early morning visifwith fellow birder Paul Géssingen Himeville Nature Reserve and farmland and
drive up to the SA Border Post at Sani Pass. Afterwards drive to Oribivétrgeay at Oribi Gorge
Hotel. Brief walk around hotel and last hour in the gorge around the bridge.

Early morning walk around hotel and in the gorge around the bridge. Drive to Durban to meeting at
KwaZulu Natal University (121). Drive to airpdt Departuretowards Dubai at 19 (local time)

Early morning stopver (05.3608.20, local time) in Dubdflight DubaiCopenhagenafrival12.20).

The map below shows the route driven (blue line; 1850 km) and indicates the major sites visited.
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Introduction

This report summarizes notes on mammals, birds and some reptiles fnoeeklongvisit to KwaZulu Natal in
November 2018. Two main goals wef#) a visit to HluhluwmfoloziGame Reserve to see the area where the
Southern White Rhino wasaved and (2) a revisit to the fabulous Sani Pass. In between these two majga sites
number of other sites was includedrranged with short notice and my first visit to southern Africa in 15 years gave
some challenges in the field. My intention was & ss many of the once familiar species again, but | had difficulties
in getting hold of the multiple callsf the birds At the end of my visit,rhet with a contact working eKwaZullNatal
University in Durban.

Good information on mammals is availalilem the 2016 Mammal Red List on the website for the Endangered
Wildlife Trust.

One cardownload an important source omreptilesfrom the internet: Bates et al. 2014. Atlas and Red List of Reptiles
of South Africa, Lesotho and SwazilaBdricata 1, SANEPretoria).

The weather was fine except for a thunderstorm on latg afternoonarrival to Mtunzini(5/11) andconstant rain the
following day whichmade my visit to Ngoye Forest a total miss.

In general, road® SAare ofahigh standard. Traffic arourahd in Durban is hectic arah a rainy day with low
visibilitythe highway traffiavas unpleasanDNA @A y 3 2 yuriggynSsDadi the2trip et a number of precautions:
No driving after dark (except following my arrival, where | had a booked stashowe) and never leaving the rented
car out of sight during stops along the rodtihen all thiss said, Idid not face any problems during the trigmd even
manageddriving in and out ofhe centralDurban on a busy Friday.

An * by a species hame indieat that | obtained at least one photo of the species during the trip.
Henrik Bringsgés thanked fohelp with ID ofthe geckos
Address

Uffe Gjgl Sgrensen, Overgaden Oven Vandet 68,-24DK Copenhagen Benmark E-mail contact@ugsorensen.dk
Mobile 00452421 4221

Sani Pass



mailto:contact@ugsorensen.dk

Sites visited | searchednformation on sites to visifrom reports on the internetthe BirdLife SA website
(http://birdlife.org.za/component/k2/item/410Q and fromCohen, G.Spottiswoode, C. & Rossouw, J. (20@@uthern
African Birdfinder: where to find 1400 species in southern Africa and Madag&sqa Town: Struik New Holland
PublishersBirding in South Africa is well orgaedincludingopportunities for professional guidingvhichl used at
Bonamanzi Game Park and for the Sani Pass with great success. Othagureifegrédbirding on my own, and to this
endit can be difficult to findspecificinformation e.g.details onaccessFor fellow independent travidrs, | have
added maps with information of my wher@bouts onthe specific sites.

Dhlinza ForesfThe foreston the very outskirts of Eshowis well sgnposted. From a small visitoentre, there is easy
access to tradl in the forest including teetop trail and an excellent 20 m high vigwost overlooking the central part
of the forest.

Saint Lucial'he bridge (1) right before St. Lucia is a nice stop with Hippos and Crocs. My m&im tioslvisitwas to
walk the Gwala Gwaldrail (3) but with no exact map and misinterpreting my notes, | $peme time finding the

start of the trailand my short mietlay visitwasrather unsuccessfuMy recommendation is to park by the KZN Office
(2) and walk from hereThe trailis in the forest southwest of the offic&he road continues past the KZN office
towards the sea and offers excellent wig over the estuary (4) and the coastal lagoon (5).

Saint Lucia

1. Bridge over estuary

2. KZN Office

3. iGwala Gwala trail

4. View over estuary o

5. View over coastal lagoon - 4 Seach. s,
FEN o

tiLucia:

Bonamanzi Gam®@arkThis privately owned game paik only one of a number ofreilar estatesn the areag all
fenced and withlgood populations of mammals of which some may be introducegl,dyala and Impaldo reachthis
Parkone takedsi K S W. -dainéfftironyN2 @nd continuga few kilometresto the entrance(1). | only viged the
western part of the ranch, whergelfdriving is allowed on the gravebads(highlighted with redon the map below)
Thisiswithin the ratherforested western part and fardm any grassland and other habitats (BirdLife describes
chances for GrasOwl at the site, but the species was unknown to the bird gaitkis definitely not found in the
forest habitat open for selfirive). My prime goad were Pinkthroated Twinspot and Lemebreasted Canary. On a
windy morning, | would not have seen thesfiwithout help from the very goobbcalbird-guide. The Lemabreasted
Canary idound more easilyalong the roachearthe entrance to the ranch (5§3amedrivesarranged tothe entire
estate are undoubtedly nicend mustgive access to other habitatk is also possible to walk a few traitsg.around
the lodge (2) and to a hide by a small I§Rg As here are big game on the ranch (#il. 5CXcept Liohit isperhaps
recommendabled book a guide for walks.
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Hluhluwe-UmfoloziGame Reservd stayed overnight at Hilltop and drove around on the roaalsstlyin the

northern part. On my day of arrival, | had a gadreve from 1720.30, which was excellent: Close up encounters of
multiple rhinos and none the least a flock of lions. On the folgwaay | spenthe morning around Hilltop, drove

another tour in the northern part before driving to thémfolozipart with a few stops. Gaméewing isfabulousand |

had closeup encounters with most of the prolific species. From a number of viewpointpdasisible to find the large 5
species scattered in the undulating hills of Hluhlupabviously a telescope is an advantagk.good map is ithe
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Ngoye ForestAccess to the western part of Ngoye Forest is easy from the new tarmac road®i2g& morning of

my visit the forest was envelopeth clouds andain was pouring down. | waited patiently for 1% hours, walked a little
up and down the road, heard a Grebacked Cameroptera and some unidentified calded left. No hard feelings
without clouds and rain there will be rforest, but hopefully, | can return some day and enjoy the forest inhabitants
as well. Alarge Pill Millipede on the wet tarmac rodgcame my bestmemory.




