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Itinerary 

1/11 Departure Copenhagen (14.20) to stop-over in Dubai (arrival 23.45, local time) 

2/11 Departure Dubai (10.35, local time). Arrival Durban (17:05, local time). Drive to Lourie B&B (Eshowe). 

3/11 Dhlinza Forest 06-08.30. Drive to Saint Lucia with stop by bridge and brief walk of iGwala Gwala Trail. 

Drive to Bonamanzi Game Park and spend rest of day around camp and driving on the few roads with 

access.  

4/11 Morning at Bonamanzi Game Park ς birding within park and outside the entrance (05-11.30). Drive to 

Hluhluwe Game Reserve including game drive 17-20.30. Accommodation at Hilltop.  

5/11 Early morning around Hilltop camp. Afterwards drive in Hluhluwe ending in Umfolozi Game Reserve 

with brief visit to the Centenary Centre. Drive to Mtunzini and stay at B&B. 

6/11 Early morning a brief visit to the coast at Mtunzini and the drive to Ngoye Forest. Clouds and constant 

rain and gave up after 1½ hours patient wait. Drive in rain and heavy traffic to the Thurlow gate at 

Midmar Dam. Drove to the remote corner of Midmar Dam to see Black Wildebeest. Drive to 

Marutswa Forest with brief late afternoon stop by the forest. Drive in last light to Sani Backpacker 

Lodge.  

7/11 Did the Sani Pass with Stuart McLean (05-17.30). 

8/11 Early morning visit (with fellow birder Paul Gössinger) to Himeville Nature Reserve and farmland and 

drive up to the SA Border Post at Sani Pass. Afterwards drive to Oribi Gorge with stay at Oribi Gorge 

Hotel. Brief walk around hotel and last hour in the gorge around the bridge. 

9/11  Early morning walk around hotel and in the gorge around the bridge. Drive to Durban to meeting at 

KwaZulu Natal University (12-14). Drive to airport. Departure towards Dubai at 19.10 (local time).  

10/11 Early morning stopover (05.30-08.20, local time) in Dubai. Flight Dubai-Copenhagen (arrival 12.20).  

 

The map below shows the route driven (blue line; 1850 km) and indicates the major sites visited.
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Introduction 

This report summarizes notes on mammals, birds and some reptiles from a week-long visit to KwaZulu Natal in 

November 2018. Two main goals were: (1) a visit to Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Game Reserve to see the area where the 

Southern White Rhino was saved and (2) a revisit to the fabulous Sani Pass. In between these two major sites, a 

number of other sites was included. Arranged with short notice and my first visit to southern Africa in 15 years gave 

some challenges in the field. My intention was to see as many of the once familiar species again, but I had difficulties 

in getting hold of the multiple calls of the birds. At the end of my visit, I met with a contact working at KwaZulu Natal 

University in Durban.  

Good information on mammals is available from the 2016 Mammal Red List on the website for the Endangered 

Wildlife Trust. 

One can download an important source on reptiles from the internet: Bates et al. 2014. Atlas and Red List of Reptiles 

of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland. Suricata 1, SANBI (Pretoria). 

The weather was fine except for a thunderstorm on my late afternoon arrival to Mtunzini (5/11) and constant rain the 

following day, which made my visit to Ngoye Forest a total miss. 

In general, roads in SA are of a high standard. Traffic around and in Durban is hectic and on a rainy day with low 

visibility the highway traffic was unpleasant. DǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ during most of the trip set a number of precautions: 

No driving after dark (except following my arrival, where I had a booked stay in Eshowe) and never leaving the rented 

car out of sight during stops along the road. When all this is said, I did not face any problems during the trip and even 

managed driving in and out of the central Durban on a busy Friday.  

An * by a species name indicates, that I obtained at least one photo of the species during the trip. 

Henrik Bringsøe is thanked for help with ID of the geckos.  

Address 

Uffe Gjøl Sørensen, Overgaden Oven Vandet 68, 2, DK-1415 Copenhagen K, Denmark. E-mail contact@ugsorensen.dk. 

Mobile 0045-2421 4221 
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Sites visited.  I searched information on sites to visit from reports on the internet, the BirdLife SA website 

(http://birdlife.org.za/component/k2/item/410) and from Cohen, C., Spottiswoode, C. & Rossouw, J. (2006): Southern 

African Birdfinder: where to find 1400 species in southern Africa and Madagascar. Cape Town: Struik New Holland 

Publishers. Birding in South Africa is well organized including opportunities for professional guiding, which I used at 

Bonamanzi Game Park and for the Sani Pass with great success. Otherwise, I preferred birding on my own, and to this 

end it can be difficult to find specific information e.g. details on access. For fellow independent travellers, I have 

added maps with information of my where-abouts on the specific sites. 

Dhlinza Forest The forest on the very outskirts of Eshowe is well signposted. From a small visitor centre, there is easy 

access to trails in the forest including a treetop trail and an excellent 20 m high view-post overlooking the central part 

of the forest. 

Saint Lucia The bridge (1) right before St. Lucia is a nice stop with Hippos and Crocs. My main goal for this visit was to 

walk the iGwala Gwala trail (3) but with no exact map and misinterpreting my notes, I spent some time finding the 

start of the trail and my short mid-day visit was rather unsuccessful. My recommendation is to park by the KZN Office 

(2) and walk from here. The trail is in the forest southwest of the office. The road continues past the KZN office 

towards the sea and offers excellent views over the estuary (4) and the coastal lagoon (5).   

 

Bonamanzi Game Park This privately owned game park is only one of a number of similar estates in the area ς all 

fenced and with good populations of mammals of which some may be introduced, e.g. Nyala and Impala. To reach this 

Park one takes ǘƘŜ Ψ.ǳǎƘƭŀƴŘΩ-turnoff from N2 and continues a few kilometres to the entrance (1). I only visited the 

western part of the ranch, where self-driving is allowed on the gravel-roads (highlighted with red on the map below). 

This is within the rather forested western part and far from any grassland and other habitats (BirdLife describes 

chances for Grass Owl at the site, but the species was unknown to the bird guide and is definitely not found in the 

forest habitat open for self-drive). My prime goals were Pink-throated Twinspot and Lemon-breasted Canary. On a 

windy morning, I would not have seen the first without help from the very good local bird-guide. The Lemon-breasted 

Canary is found more easily along the road near the entrance to the ranch (5). Game-drives arranged to the entire 

estate are undoubtedly nice and must give access to other habitats. It is also possible to walk a few trails, e.g. around 

the lodge (2) and to a hide by a small lake (3). As there are big game on the ranch (all Ψ.ƛƎ 5Ω except Lion) it is perhaps 

recommendable to book a guide for walks.  

http://birdlife.org.za/component/k2/item/410
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Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Game Reserve. I stayed overnight at Hilltop and drove around on the roads mostly in the 

northern part. On my day of arrival, I had a game-drive from 17-20.30, which was excellent: Close up encounters of 

multiple rhinos and none the least a flock of lions. On the following day I spent the morning around Hilltop, drove 

another tour in the northern part before driving to the Umfolozi-part with a few stops. Game viewing is fabulous and I 

had close-up encounters with most of the prolific species. From a number of viewpoints it is possible to find the large 

species scattered in the undulating hills of Hluhluwe ς obviously, a telescope is an advantage. A good map is in the 

ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ΨaŀǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ǳƭǳƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ aŀǇǳǘŀƭŀƴŘ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜǎ όрлwύΦ   

Ngoye Forest. Access to the western part of Ngoye Forest is easy from the new tarmac road N240. On the morning of 

my visit, the forest was enveloped in clouds and rain was pouring down. I waited patiently for 1½ hours, walked a little 

up and down the road, heard a Green-backed Cameroptera and some unidentified calls ς and left. No hard feelings - 

without clouds and rain there will be no forest, but hopefully, I can return some day and enjoy the forest inhabitants 

as well. A large Pill Millipede on the wet tarmac road became my best memory.     


